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Chriftian Courts aaron of that of 
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READER. 


| Ptter methinks, are ſo much like 


4 


the Printed Bills, paſted vpon the 
| Booths in Bartholomew- Fair, to give 
' an Account of the Entertainment you are 
| to expect within 3 that, were it not in 
Pure Complyance with Cuftom,one would 
forſwear writing any. But the World 
is humorous, and muſt be ſerved accor- 
ding to its own Faſhion. Every Thing's 
damn'd, that is not a 1a Mode, And be 
that publiſhes a Book, without Civilly 
accoſting the Reader at the Beginning, 1s 
thought to entrench npon Goad Manners. 
To prevent all theſe Inconveniences,”s 
thought fit once more to ſay a Word or 
Two; not inPraife of this/ol::me of Lerrers, 
(Cen let it take its Fortune as the other 
| Four have done) but by Way of Apology 
for ſome Things which may ſcem liable to 

Cenſure. 
| Some perhaps will be offended at the 
A 3 {cal 
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To the Reader. 


Zeal which appears in this Arabian, when 
he writes in Honour of the /4abomeran 
Fath., Others will as much wonder at 
his Looſneſs and Indifference, his Doubt- 
fulneſs of all Things : For, in ſome of his 
Letters, he appears a Great Sceptick, and 
confeſſes himſelf ſo. 


Theſe Gentlemen ovght to conſider, | 


that his Style and Sentiments, are ſuited 


to the Quality of the Perſon to whom he | 


writes. To his Intimate Friends, he un- 
boſoms himſelf with Abundanceof Frank- 
neſs: But when he addreſles to the Ars, 
or other Granaces of the Port, he is Cau- 
tious and Reſerved. 

It may be ſuppos'd, that he underſtood 
himſelf very well, or elſe he was not fit 
for that Employment in Paris, And, with- 
out Doubt, having had his Education in 
the Seraglio, as he profeſles, he was -no 
Stranper to the Punttilio's of Addreſs us'd 
in the Turkiſb Court. It was his Policy 
and Intereſt, to appear a very Devout 
Mahometan, when he wrote to the /Mint- 
ſters of State: And ?tis poſſible, he was 
ſo in Reality, or at lealt perſuaded him- 
felf ſo at certain Seafons. And yet this 
hinders not, but he might at other Times 


take the Liberty to defcant on ſome Ab- | 


{urdittes in their Dottrine and Prattice, 
A4 when 
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To the Reader. 


when he wrote to his Familiars,” and was 
minded to converſe with Freedom. 

If in ſome Points, he ſeems to give Cre- 
dit to the Arabian Writers, who have 
treatcd of Eo ypt and its Antguities * IN O- 
thers, he ſhews himſelf a Man not over- 
fond of Fables and Romances. 

However, let his Opinons be what they 
will, and his Sertimenrs never lo Extrava- 
gant in Matters of Specularion and Contro- 
verſy; ſo long as his Aorals are tound 
and good, there's no Occalion to be Cap- 
tious. We need not fear that any Chrt- 
ſtian, or any Man of Sznce will be Pro- 
ſelyted by his Letters, to a Religion which 
he himſelf, tho? profelling it, yet fo often 
doubts of, and ridicules. ; 

He ſpeaks very Honourably of Chrift, 
and Impartially of Chriſtians, accuſing 
their ices rather than their Do(trines, 
and appearing all along a Moderate Man 
in his Sentiments of Religion, and a Friend 
to Virtue and Reaſon, If he diſcovers 
ſome Failings, in being too Melancholy; 
conlider, that he was a Mortal like other 
Men. However, Reader, admire his Un- 
tainted Loyalty, and Imitate it. 

You will find in this Volume, True Hi- 
ftory, with Variety of Solid Remarks, 
And not a few Secrets of Cardinal Maza- 

A aq rl, 
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rin}, "and Oliver Cromwel , Uncabineted. 
Particularly, that Famous Jntrigue carri- 
ed on by Colonel Spintelet and his Confede- 
rates, to ſave Oſtend from being, ſurpri- 
zed by the French in the Year 1658, and 
to bubble Two of the Ableſt Srare/mer 1n 
Europe. 

After all, aſſure thy {=1f, that the next 
Yolume will contain more !!!uſtrious Re- 
lations, than any that has gone before. 
Where you. will hear of an End put to 
the War between France and Spain, after 
it had laſted Five and Twenty Years ; 
and the Marriage of Zews XIV. with 
the Spaniſh Infanta ;, as alſo of an Univer- 
ſal Peace in Chriſtendom : The Reſtaurati- 
on of Charks II. to his Crown and King- 
doms, after Twelve Years Exile in Foreign 
Countries, and Twelve ſeveral Revolutions 
of Government, here at Home, With 
many other Memorable and Important 
Events and Tranſactions in the World : 
AS the dreadful Earthquake which over- 
turned Part of the Pyrenean Mountains 
the more Deſtruftive Plague which ſwept 
away almoſt a Z{undrcd Thouſand People 
in London; and the Deplorable Fire which 
conſumed the Greateſt Part of that Fa- 
mous Cy, in the Space of Three Days. 

You wul there alſo find an Account of 
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the Death of that Great Afmiſter of State, 
Cardinal Mazarini : Of the Duke of Or- 
leance, Uncle to the French King : Of the 
Dutcheſs of Savoy: Of Carolus Joſephus, 
the Emperor's Brother : Of the Duke of 
Vendome : Of the Queen-Aother of France ; 
and of Philip IV. King of Spain, with 0- 
ther Perſons of Princely Quality. 

For this Arabian was Careful to tranſ- 
mit to the Ottoman Port, Intelligence of 
all Things which were moſt Remark- 
able in Europe. And that his Lerrers might 
not ſeem Tedious, he intermix?d Moral 
Refletions, with ſome Aaxims of Policy, 
Eſſays of Reaſon, and now and then a 
Touch of Philoſophy. And it we may 
gueſs at the Cauſe of his more abounding 


- In theſe Kind of A4/cellany Diſcourſes af- 


ter the Year 1659, than he did before : 
It ſeems probable, that a General Peace 
about that Time being eſtabliſhed in Ex- 
rope, he had little elſe to write, but his 
Obſervations on the ſeveral Srates and 
Courts of Chriſtian Princes, the Different 
Mamers, Cuſtoms and Laws of People ; 
the Counſels and Intrigues of Stateſmen : 
With ſuch other Matters as occurred 

worthy of Notice. | 
If either in this Yolume, or in thoſe 
that. are to come, he ſeems in any of his 
AS Letters. 


To the Reader, 


1 eters to alter his Opinion, and contra- 
di& his Former Sentiments ; remember, 
*rtis no more than what the Greateſt H/7:- 
ters have done, who have live> to Old 
Age, as this Agentdid. No Body 1s Ig- 
norant of St. Augn/tne*s Retrattations, and 
Cornelius Aprippa's Vanity of Sciences ;, 
wherein thoſe Two Great . Authors run 
counter to all that they had writ before. 
And 'twere eaſy to produce a Hundred 
Inſtances beſides. 

In a Word, Reader, take in good Part 
the Trarſlators Pains, who renders 
Things as he found *m, without Al- 
tering or Corrupting the Sence of his 
Copy. Farewel. 
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' Mahmut zhe Arabian, and Vile/t of 
the Grand Signior's Slaves, to the 


Myſterious Eſad , _— of 
Doubtful Problems, Prince of the 


Muſtt's. 
\ | \ Particular, as to direct me in 

| all Emergencies. A great ma- 
| Ny Things were left t9 my own Conduct and 
| Prudence, both in Cizy/ and Religious Mat- 
B terss 


HEN. I firſt came to Paris, my 
Inſtruttions were not fo Full and 
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ters. So that if I have made any falſe Steps, 
I hope 'twill be Excuſable; in Regard, tis not 
ſo much my Fault, as that of the Ainiters 
who reſide at the A»gnſft Port. I have often 
+ addrefs'd to them, defiring Supplemental 
Rules and Cautions in ſome Peculiar Caſes 
which I propos'd : Bur they have been very 
{paring of their Counſels, Tis true indeed, 
about Five Years ago, I received ſome Particu- 
lar Orders from the then Vizir Azem, and 
the Kaimacham, as allo trom thy Santlity : 
Wherein I was commanded to write with al] 
Freedom to the Grandees. This, with the other 
Directions, has been of great Uſe to me. It 
has arm'd me with freſh Courage, and re- 
mov'd the Melancholy Apprehenſions I had of 
{ome Mens Revenge, whole Vices I reprovd. 
Praiſe be to God, King of the Day of Judg- 
ment, I have accusd no Man wrongfully. Yet 
I was full of Fears, even in the Performance 
of my Nuty : Knowing, that Mortals Gene- 
rally love to have their Faults Conceal'd, and 
purſue thoſe with Malice; who diſcover or re- 
prehend ' But now, all my Fears in that 
Kind are Faniſhd. Yet 1 have Scruples of 
another Nature, which none bet the Ifal- 
litle Guide of the Faithful can diſperſe. 

Ever fince I have reſided here, I have been 
preciſe in obſerving all the Preceprs of our 
Py Law, to far as confiſted with the Security 
and Succeſs of my Commiſſion. For, I have been 
forc'd toleap over many Lyes and Falſe Oaths, 
ro conceal my ſelf. I have likewife done A- 
buncance of other Irregular Things, to pro- 

mote 
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mote the Can/e I am engagd in. For all 
which, thou halt vouchſated me a Ds/penſats- 
on. There remains One Thing, in which thy 
Advice 1s Neceflary. 

[ have been hitherto Punctual in keeping 
the Faſt of Ramezan, at the Time appointed 
to all Maſſalmans. Which, thou knowelt, 
falls Earlier by Eleven Days every Year, than 
it did the Year before- So that in the Space of 
Four and Thirty Years, it paſles through all 
the Four Seaſons, Now this Succeſſive Va- 
riation of the Great Faſt, cauſing it ſome- 
times to fall at the very Times. of the moſt 
ſolemn Fe/tivals among the Nazarenes, ſuch 
as that which they call their Chri/#mas, which 
1s a Feaſt of Thirteen Days; I fear leſt I may - 
be taken Notice of, ſhould I, by Celebrating 
the Ramezar at thoſe Times, contradict the 
Univerſal Practice of all the Franks, and ſtarc 
Suipicions in rhoſe with whom I converſe, to 
my Diſadvantage and Ruine. 

To thee theretore, who art the #:/ef of the 
Wiſe, I fly tor Counſel in this Exigency : Be- 
ſeeching thee, todictate plainly w mto do. 

I know, that the Sick, or Wounded, or 
Travellers, are Diſpens'd with, it they Vio- 
late the Sacred Moon, Ar which Time, the 
Gates of Paradiſe are Open'd, and Invilible 
Favours are done to the Devourt Obſervers of 
this Precept: Whilſt the Avenues of Hell 
are bartidaco'd, and all the Devils Chain'd up 
from appearing abroad, or doing any Miſchief 
in the World. I ſay, I am nor Ignorant of the 
Indalgence which is given to Men under ſuch 

B 2 Circumſtances ; 
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: Circumſtances; provided they ſatisfy the Law, 
by keeping the Fa/? at ſome other Seaſon,more 
-*apreeable to their Health, or other Neceſſities, 
And thus far I could have flenc'd the Alarms 
of my own Conſcience, without moleiting 
thee : Knowing, that a Muſſulman is always 
allow'd this Liberty in a Fore:gy Country, 
much more in a Region of [nfidels. 

But that which } aim ar, is to be inform'd, 
Whether, to pur the better Diſguize upon my 


ſelf, and more efficacioully to proſecute the | 
Intereſt of the Grand Signior, I may not al- | 
ways Cel-brate this Fa/t, at the preciſe Time | 


that the Chriſtians keep their Lext ? For then 


I ſhould paſs unſuſpected, and no Man wou'd | 
take ine for any other, than a Chr:i/t;an and | 


a Cathslick. Nay, my Manner of Daily Fa- 


{ting at that Time, woud raiſe me a Contide- 
rable Credit among the Chriſtians that know 


me. They wou'd cry me up for a $a:zt,or a very 


Holy Man. For, the Faſt of the Chriſtians is a | 


Feaſt, in compariſon with the Rigorous Abſt1- 
ence of the Muſſulmans. Thole indeed refrain 


all Sorts @*F/e/4, but they load their Tables 

with Variety of #:/4 and other Dainties; net- | 
ther have rhey Patience to tarry for their Re- | 
pait beyond the Mid-Day. Whereas, the 1«/- | 


(«{m15taite of Nothing during the Ramezar, 
rl! the Sn 15 gone down, and the Stars ap- 
pear. No, not even in the parching Deſarts 


of Arabia, where Men are ready to periſh of | 


Thir!t. Yetno Man will extend his Hand to 
the Water-Por, to refreſh him{lf in thoſe 
Unſpeakable Agonies, till the Shadow of the 

Earth, 
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Earth, is advanc'd into the Hi225r Region of 

OP, | the Air, and has baniſhd the l:ait Glimimer- 

oe | ingsof the Sun. When therefore the F.u#:4- 

S. | ſhall fee me Faſt atter this Auttere Faſhion in 

ms | their Lent, they will fay, I am a very Mor- 

ng | tify'd Man, and a Devout Catholick: For, 

they judge alrozether by the Qur Side. So, 

Y | if any Danger ſhould threaten me, I ſhould 

find Friends among the Zeals:s : And rhe 

Iadifferent, wou'd not appear my Enemies : 

| But the Wicrea, whole Black Guilt has ren- 

12 | dred 'em a Terror ro themſelves, as well as 
| 


an Abomination to others, wou'd ſtand in+ 
fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way 
| wou'd be open for me, to efcape a Diſcovery 
d | of the Secrets committed to m y Charge. 
d 'Twould be much more to my Satisfaction, 
- | 1f I cou'd with Sifety Celebrare this Faſt, in 
X the very A4on wherein the Atcoran was 
V !' brought down from Heaven, as all Good 
Y | Afuſſulmsns Generally do. Bur I am raught, 
| - not to betray, or ſo much as hazard the Af- 
1 fairs of my Great Maſter, tor a mere Nicety 
I | or Punftilioof Religion. Ged is the Merciful 
5 | of the Merciful. Andit 1s his 7V5& that the 
| Empire of the True Faith{ul, ſhou'd be ex- 
tended where-ever the {oz or the $2 ſhine 
| on Earth. 
| Great Oracle of the Mrſſulmans, Dottor of 
Faith and Verity, it isin thy Power toconfirm 
| or ſhake my Reſolution in this Point. For, 
| from thy Sexrexce, there is no Appeal. 


Paris, 5th. cf the 5th. 1fon, 
of the Tear 1654. B 2 LET- 
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LETTER II. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew at 
Vienna. 


PT Hou Informeſt me, that the Xi»g of the 
Romans is dead, and that divers Proaigies 
happen'd about the Time of his Expiring- 
Whit others report, That the German Em- 
perour himſelf died the grb- of the laft oor. 
However, I ſhall tranſmit thy Advice to the 
Shining Port ; not zruſting to the Uncertain 
Intelligence of Fame. 

Kings and Emperours muſt reſign up their 
Breath, as well as Other Mortals. 'Tis a 
Tribute we all owe to Natere, who will be 
paid, one Time or other- Neither has ſhe 
ever exempted any frem the Common Lt, 
lave Enoch, Elias, and Jeſus the Sor of IMa- 
ry. Theſe were Holy Prophets, Perfe&t Saints, 
and void of Original Sin; and therefore re- 
ceivd an {ndulgence. Tho' thoſe of your 
Nation, atd the Chritians believe, That the 
faſt of theſe Three died on a Croc. 

Ax tor all others, they have either been diſ- 
tolv d by Sicknets, or ſnatch'd away by ſud- 
den Death : Some by an 1rwi/-ble Dart from 
tlearen; Others by the Ruder Hand of Mor- 
rals like themſelves; Millions by the Avord 
and Spear, and Ten Millions by the ſwifter 
and more Unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 

and 
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and Bullet. Whilft not a few have receiv'd 
their Dean, trom the very Elements which 
ſupported their Life. An unruly Fire has 
crumbled fome into rheir Firſt Atowmes, and 
mingl d their Aſhes with thole of their Houtes 
and Beds of Repole : Whilit JYzter, a Con- 
trary Principie, has quench d the YViza! Flame 
in others. There is but One Wy to enter into 
this Life ; but the Gates: of Death, and the 
Inviſible State, are without Namber. And 
the Greateſt ?Lnarch may as well tall by the 
Prick of a Thorn, as by the Edge of a Sword. 
Every Time I {wallow my Meat, I remem- 
ber the Fate of him who was choak'd by a 
Grain of Pepper ; And that of Anacrecn rhe 
Poet, who was ftrangl'd by the Srone of a 
Raiſsa. 

Yet Iam not follicitous in Chuſing or Avoid- 
ing Particular Deaths; knowing, that no 
Human Counſel, can prevent the Decrees of 
Deſtiny. Irrather pleaſes me ro think (fuch 
1s my Ambition) that by whatſoever Method 
I am ſent to rhe Grave, there I ſhall be Equal 
to the Alexanders, Caeſars, Timurlengs, and 
the Greateſt Mortals. For there is no Di- 
ſtinction of Noble and Valgar, in that Region 
of Anarchy, where all Ranks are levell'd in 
the Duſt: As Diogenes rold Alexander the 
Great; when th? Afonarch, beholding that 
Philoſopher in a Charnal. Hiwſe, his Eyes at- 
tenrively fix'd on the Bones of the Dead which 
lay in Heaps, ask'd him, What he was doing 2 
To whom Duogeves reply'd, I am looking for 
thy Father Philip's Bones, bat cannot diftin- 

B 4 griſh 
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ſh 'em from thoſe of his Slawes- Some ſuch 
Thought as this, might perbaps firſt occaſion 
the Cuſtom of writing Epitaphs on the Se- 
palcbers of Eminent Perſons. Among which 
I have read ſome made by the Entomb'd 
themſelves, whilſt they were on this fide the 
Grave, and for their fingular Phancy, were 
thought worthy to be Recorded by Hiſtorians. 
Such as this : 


I Sabbas of Milan, by Blood a Ca- 
ſtilian, Friar and Knight of Jeru- 
falem, wiſh a happy Reſurredion 
to my Aſhes. While 1 was alive 
among Mertals, a little ſatisfy'd 
me. Now T am dead, and alone in 
my Grave, I am content with leſs. 
I neither knew my felf, what I was ; 
20r do thou enquire, Traveller, who- 
ever thou art, if thou be Pions, 
pray for me, and paſs 079, Fare- 

well, and live minaful of Death. 
Living, TI provided this Epitaph, 
knowing I muſt ate : 

The Birth and Life of Mortals, are 
nothino but Toil ana Death. 


Such . 


* __ WW oF v a I S.-7: 


—_ —"— WI 


Vol. V. «$9 a PARIS. "i 


Such another was that of He/iodorns,a oor ; 
who caus'd. himſelf to be Bury d near to the 
Pillars of Hercules, With this Inſcription on 
his Tomb. 


I Heliodorus, a Mad Carthaginian, 
have commanded by my laſt Will and 
Teſtament, that I ſhoala be Interr'd 
here in this Fartheſt Anzle of the 
World : To make Experiment, whe- 
ther any Man more Mad than my 
ſelf, wonld travel thus far to viſit 
my Sepulcher. 


But that which Semiramzs caus'd to be In- 
{crib'd on her Tomb, was a perfect Satyr onthe 
Living. It was this : 


I Semiramis, whilſt Living never was 
in need of Money; yet was always 
Compaſſionate to the Poor. Now 
I'm Dead, my Grave is my Trea- 
ſury. If any of Royal Race be 
in Want, let him opea this Dormi- 


tory, and he ſhall find a Supply. 
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When Darius Gr Babylon, and was 
told of this —_ ng with Avarice, he 
caus'd the Sepalcher to Be open'd, in his own 
Preſence» Bur inſtead of Money, they only 


found a Tablet of Braſs, with theſe Words 
Engraven on 1t: 


My Epitaph is. a Riddle, This is the 
Interpretation. I never was Cove- 
tons; onely ſuch are Poor, theſe I 
pity; and have therefore provided 
this Leſſon as a Treaſure, for the 
Man who for Lucre ſhall preſume to 
violate my Tomb : 


If thou wilt Rob the Living, forbear 
to Plunder the Dead ; left they 
bring thee to Shame, as I have 
done. | | 


Thou telleſt me, that the Emperony ſeems 
not to be much grieved for the Death of his 
Son, the Roman King- Perhaps his Sorrow 
is ſo great, that it cannot find a Vent. Vio- 
lentand Uncommon Paſſions, areapt to ſmo- 
ther within the Heart, whilſt only ſmaller 
Griefs break forth in Tears. 

It was a Memorable Saying of a certain 
King of egypt, who was overcome by yon 

vices 
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byſes the Perſian Monarch, and taken Cap» 
tive with all his Children ; When the Cruel 
Conquerorr, to ſport himfelf' in the Mi- 
ſery of his Royal Pritoners, and inſult o'er rhe 
Vanquiſh'd Zgyprians, firlt caus'd the Dawugh- 
ter of the Captrve King, to be employ'd in 
the Meaneſt Offices with the Common Saver, 
before her Father's Face: Then his Sox to be 
brid1'd, and curb'd like a Horſe, with a vaſt 
Burden ty'd on his Back- Art both which 
diſmal Spectacles, the. Poor Egyptian A4o- 
#arch ſhed not one Tear : But when he ſaw 
one that had formerly been his Servant, reduc'd 
to great Poverty, he wept bitterly. Cam- 
byſes asking him the Reaton, Why he ſeem'd fo 
Inſenfible of his Childrens Calamity, and yet 
was touch'd with ſo tender a Grief for the 
Misfortune of a Stranger? He anſwer'd, Sz - 
.of Cyrus, the Deſolation of my Family afflifts 
me with ſo profound a Sorrow, that no Tears * 
can expreſs it : But my Compaſſion to this di- 
ſtreſs a Servant, being krogy Violent, eapily © 
breaks forth in Tears. ' Mn 
Nahas, I wiſh thee neither Extreme Joy - - - 
> Grief; tor they are both hurtful to rhe-- 
eart, . 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 8th. on 
of the Tear 1654. : 
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To Miihimined Hodgia, Viedera: 
ble Eremit of the Cave replete with 
Wonders. 


LWAVES: I bs thy Life {o full of 
Innocence, and void of the very 
Shadow of Vice, I am like a Serpent rowz'd 
from his Sleep, by a Breeze of Cooler Wind, 
or the Noiſe of a Trave!ler on the Road. My 
Soul ſtarts; and unfolding all the drowzy 
Curles of Senſuality, ftretches it felt ar full 
Length. Surpriz'd and aſham'd of its own 
Lerhargy, it ſwiftly retires into any dark Cor- 
ner, to cover it ſelf from the Light of its own 
Faculries, and trom the brighter RefleRions 
of thy Spirit, which penetrate hke the Beams 
of the Sun. 

I do nor preſently curſe my ſelf, the Hour 
"of my Nativity, my Friends that have flat- 
ter'd me into an Erroneous Belief of my own 
Vextue, or my. Enemies that have provok'd 
rae, and by various Trains entangl d mein rhe 
Paths of Vice. Such Maledithion, only be- 
comes the Mouth of a Jew or a Libertine : 
For, we arrive at Perfettion, not by Curſing 
the Evil, but by Imitating the G04. 

[ rather bleſs the Hour of Connnttion, the 
tnfluence of my better Stars,and the Conſtella- 
tions of a more propitions Horoſcope; The Mo- 
"1 ment 
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ment when I had the Honour to touch the 
Sand before thy Feet with my Lips, in that 
Sanftuary of Holineſs, O thou Patron. of 
Good Intentions, Sincere Reformer of Human 
Errors, Refulgent Pattern of the Pious, Glo- 
ry of the Wiſe, moſt Excellent of the Excel- 
lent, Phenix of the Age ! 

Praiſe be to God, the Firſt and the Zaſt : 
Peace to the Avgels who ftand round his 
Throne, and to the Prophets who rejoice in 
his Preſence. An Univerſal 7#6lee to all the 
Inhabitants of Paradiſe : And Eternal Feli- 
city to the Saint of the Deſart on Earth, 
whoſe Soxl is Expanded Wide as the Firma- 
ment, 

Lam raviſh'd and full of Ec&a/res, becauſe 
there is not found thy Equal on this Side the 
Clouds. When thou ſhalt be cropt from the 
Earth, the Mirrour of Mortals, the Flow 
of Human Nature is gone. The Trees of the. 
Wilderneſs will lament thy Death, by whoſe 
Preſence they flouriſh'd, and brought forth 
their Fruit in due Seaſon. At thy. Depar- 
ture, the Graſs of the Field will fade-and 


wither, conſcious that thy Merits drew down | 


the Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Ara- 
61a fertile in Herbage- | 

The Beaſts will languiſh for want of Pa- 
{ture, and Men will bewail the Dearth of the 
Land, knowing, that the Ze of the Juſt 
cauſes the Grownd to produce a Plenteous Hay- 


veſb. 


But no Mourning will be like that of 2<ah- 
wt, who can of thy oa 


» 
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thee, will be asif he were 
of the Sur, or the Mor- 
of Fire and Water. 
For, fo thy Favours are refreſhing, as the E- 
lements, without which we cannot live. 
Therefore, - as oft as I turn my Face to 
the City Santtified by the Birth oft our Holy 
Prophet, 1 ſend up Vows to Heaven tor thy 


Long Life; befeeching God, for the Univerſal | 


Good of Natere, to continue the Man on 
Earth; the Ve/iment of whoſe Sos/, is compo- 
ſed of Rays darted from all the Forrwaate 

Stars. . | 
Tell mg, O thou Holieſt of the Holy Ones 
in the Eaſt, Fawonrite of the Angels, ſecret 
Friend of the Eternal, Envy Extraordinary 
from the Omnipotent, Agent Incognito for the 
Convt of Heaven! Tell me by what Chart I 
ſhall ſteer my Courſe through this Life, Un- 
certain as the Sea, and toſs d with as many. 
Tempeſts. I find in my ſelf, manifeſt Incli- 
nations to Vertye, and whatſoever is Good : 
Yer I ſtill miſtake the Methods of attaining 
my End. I wou'd fain be Perfedtly Pious, 
Juſt and Wife, but know not how to compaſs 
my Defign. One Event or other, ſtill tru- 
ſtrates my Labour: Eirher a Friend or an 
Enemy, a Relation or a Stranger, Caſualties 
Without, or my Paſſions Within, ſtop me in 
the Beginning, or the Midſt of rhe Glorious 
Career, the Race which cannot be run with- 
out noble Agonies. | 
Then I take Breath, and rowzing my ſelf 
with freſh Vigours, I cheerfully addreſs ww 
the 
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the Combat; which crowns the Vitor with 
Immortality! My Courage 1s Great, my Re- 
ſolution fix'd, at the Firſt ſerting out: I gain 
Ground on a Sudden, the heels of my Cha- 
rit are for a Time like thoſe of the Sun, whoſe 
Momentary Advances are not perceiv'd by 
Mortals. But before I get half way to rhe 
Merid:ax, (ome Unskilltul Phaetos, an Erro- 
neous Thought or a Giddy Paſſion, over- 
throws me. Either Old Habits or New Tem- 

ations, hinder me from gaining the Prize, 
i the Olympicks of Vertue. 

Thus, often foil'd, I retire with Shame and 
Weakneſs: And finding no Redreſs within 
I fly to thee, who art Created a Direttor of 
the World. | 

"Twill be an Offence to make Repetitions, 
and ask thy Counſel again : I will henceforth. 
endeavour to follow thy Example, which is 
certainly the moſt Corrett Rule of a Religious 
Life. But thenlI cannot ſerve the Grand Sig- 
or in this Poſt. Reſolve my Doubts. Is it 
Lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and re- 
tire into a Deſart ? It not, I will ereCt a So- 


litude in the Midſt of this Populous City, and - ; 


build an Hermitage in my own Heart» - If I 
cannot arrive at the Perfettzon I aim at, I will 
at leaſt endeavour to be as Good as I can 
There is a Religions Dexterity, by which a 
Man may in Midft of World) Buſineſs, 
make to himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk 
free from the General Contagion of Mortal. 
If I cannot perform any Emixent Good, I will 
take Care to abſtain Enormons Evils : 

Neither 
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Neither will I commit the Zeaff, without a 
Good Intention ; which I am. affured by the 
Mufti, ſometimes fanCtifies a Bad Action, 
. If I he or forſwear my felt, it ſhall be to ſerve 
my Great. Maſter. If I difſemble my Re4i- 
giof, and Counterfeit a Chri/tia», I will pro- 
poſe to my felt, the greater Advantage of the 
Auſſulman Faith: Thus, ſome Higher End, 
ſhall always dire my Intention and Per- 
for mances- 

But if thou ſhalt tell me after all, That this 
is not the Way to Paradiſe, I will forfake all 
Worldly Interett, wherein I find ſo many En- 
ranglements, and take up my Refidence in 
ſome humble Cave, or Cleft of a Rock, or 
Hollow of a Tree, where I will ſpend the 


Reſt of my Days, in Contemplating the F:r/t 


Eſſence, and all that flows from it. I will 
bid a Final Adieu to this Perfidions Age, to 
thte Vain Generation of Mortals that live 1n it,to- 
whoſe Converſe I ſhall have Reaſon to prefer 
that of the Beaſts, who are far more Innocent, 
and leſs debauch'd than en. Even Lyons 
and Tygers in the Utmoſt Fury of their Hun- 
ger, abltain trom preying on. thoſe of their 
Own Kina. Man is the onely Cannibal, who 
devours his Brother, and greedily fwallows 
down the Blood of him, who bears the ſame 
Tmagze as himſelf. 

I ipeak not of the Ancient Scy:hians, Maſe 
ſagetes or Tartars, nor of the more Modern 
Salvages in America, who ſtuff d their greedy 
Paunches with Human Fleſh. Their Bar- 
6ariſm bas crept by Tranſmigration, into * 

mo 
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moſt Civilizd Empires and States; and is not 
the Leſs Cruel, becauſe it has chang d its 
Form. Y 

Nor dolI tax the moreexcuſable Epicur:/n 

of thoſe, who ranſack all the Elements for 

. Dainties, whoſe Tables are loaded with the 
ſlaughter'd Carcaſſes of Birds, Beaſts and 
Fiſhes; their Houſes polluted with an Extra- 
vagant Profuſion of the Blood of thoſe Crea- 
tures,which the Eternal Mind Form'd to Live, 
and Enjoy the Fruits of the Earth, as well as 
our ſelves. 

But I accuſe the Oppreflors of Men; thoſe 
Cannibals in Diſguize, whoſe very Bread is 
mingled with the Afarrow of the Poor ; and 
their greater Delicacies are Ragoo's, compoun- 
ded of the Blood of Widows and Orphans: 
Whilſt they ſtarve and ruine whole Families, 
to ſupport a Needleſs Grandeur, a Momen- 
tary Pomp, which vaniſhes almoſt as ſoon as 
it apyears. | 

Yet theſe Men think to pacity Heavey, by 
building Magnificent Temples and Oratories ; 
by entailing their Eſtates to Convents and Ho- 
ſpitals : As if the Ommnipotent were to be brib'd; 
or took Pleaſure in Gifts, which are but the 
Fruits of Robbery and Injuſtice. Can the Sa- 
crifices of Infidels be more Acceptable, becaule ' 
they are made on Altars of Gold? Or even 
the Prayers of Muſſulmans, in that they are 
breath'd out in Moſques, built of the fineſt 
Marble, cruſted over with Precious Stones, and 
adorned with Carpets, and Hangings of the 
Richeft Tiſſes and Broccades * The Ancient 
Pagans can inſtrutt us better. Thou 
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Thou wilt not think me tedious, it I re- 
late a Paſſage which juſt comes into ja be ; 
Of a Certain Great Man in .Afi@, who pol- 
ſe(s'd vaſt Herds of Cattle, and was accuſto- 
med to make Magnificent 0#1ations to the Gods. 
This Greydee once made 1 Pilgrimage to Del. 
phos, Famous in thoſe Days, for the 0racle of 
Apollo. He carried with him a Hundred Bulls, 
whoſe Horns were enchas'd in Gold, being 
ſpurr'd on with Extraordinary Devotion, and 

efigning ro do a ſingular Honour to the Gad, 
When he arrived at the Place, puffd up with 
his Coſtly Preſents, and the Flatteries of his 
Attendants; he boldly approach'd the Tem- 
p/e, thinking no Man on Earth more wang 
of the Gods Friendſhip than himſelf ; demand- 
ing of the Pxthoxeſs ( for fo they call'd the 
Woman, who perform'd the Office of Prieſt- 
hood there) Who among all Mortals made the 
molt acceptable Sacrifices, and departed with 
the Greateſt Blefling from the Oracle? (for he 
preſumed, the Preheminence would be gran- 
ted to himſelt:) When ſhe anſwered, That 
oxe- Clearchus of Methydrium, was the moſt 
devout, and dear to the Gods of all Men, + 

Aſtoniſh'd above Meaſure at this unexpe- 
ted Reply, the vain Bigotreſolv'd to find out 
this Man, and learn of him what Merhod he 
took to pleaſe the Divinity. He hafſtens there- 
fore to Aethydrivm: And when he firſt came 
within View of it, he deſpis'd the Meanneſs 
vt the Place, judging it impolſible, That one 
Man, or all the Town, could be able to pre- 
lent the Gods with more Magnificent —_ 

[4 
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than he. Having found out Clearchas, he 
ask'd him, What Sxcrifices he us'd to make 
to Apollo? To whom Clearchns reply, 
* T ama Poor Man, and when go to Delphes, 
& T carry neither Silver nor Gold, but onely a 
© Basket of Fruits, the Beſt that my Farm 
« affords, which I treely offer to the Powers 
* which Govern Al/Things, and from whom TI 
© receive whatſoever I enjoy. Moreover, L 
* keep the Appointed Holy Days; and my 
* Poorer Neighbours go Chearful from my 
* Table. I never Kl/ dany Thing: Nor have 
v 4 pads to —_— "x7 which nt oay not 
© have done to wy /elf. I pray to Jupiter every 
* Morning before the dr and at Night 
* when he goes down- I keep my ſelf and my 
« Cottage clean» In all Things elſe, I live like 
* the Beaſts, thatis, according to Nature. - 
Thou wilt perceive by this, O Pious Ere- 
mit, that Simplicity and, Innocence, are the 
moſt Acceptable Sacrifices to the Supream!y 
Merciful: And, that the moſt High God 
takes no Pleaſure in the Smoke of Buernt-Offer= 


mgs, or the Pompous Addreſſes of the Great, -. 


bur onely in the Pure Flames of a Deyourt 
Heart; the Integrity of a Juſt Man, void of 


Deceit and Guile. 


Thou Illuſtrious Afabummed, art the Per- 
ſon in whom theſe Things are verify'd. May 
God ſhelter thee with his 2dercies, 'to the 
Hour of Tranſmigratim, and beyond the Laſt 
Flight of Time. 


Paris, 1ft. of the Sth. Moon. 
of the Tear 1654- LET- 


20 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 
LETTER IV. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Here are Two Actions, which take up all 
the Diſcourſe at Prefent- One 1s the 
Siege of Stenay, a Strong Town in Flanders, 
before which the French Army is newly laid 
down. The other, is the Inveſting of Arras 
by the Spaniards. 
'Tis the Preſence of many Ilhuſtrious Per- 
 ſonages, that renders both theſe Sieges confi- 
derable. In the French Camp are preſent, the 
King, Cardinal Mazarini, and all the Gran- 
+ dees of the Court. In the Spaniſh, are Arch- 
Dake Leopold, the Prince of Conae, Francis 
_ of Lorrain, with others of Prime Las. 
I). 
- They are very Vigorous on both Sides, in 
preſſing and detending theſe Two Places; as it 
| _ the Fate of both Kingdoms, werenow at Stake. 
 - In my Opinion, Franceruns the Greateſt Ha- 
zard: For, if the Spaniards ſhou'd prove Suc- 
ceſsful in what 'tis ſaid they have refolv'd up- 
on, that is, the Relief of Stenay; It they 
ſhould give Battle, and get the Victory, a 
Way would be open for them to penetrate in- 
tothe Bowels of France. And 'tis thought, 
many Towns in this Kingdom wou'd open 
their Gates to them, whilſt the Prince of Con- 
' de i8at the Head of their Army, who does all 
Things in the Name of the French King: E- 
; ven 
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ven his Rebellion it (elf, is maſqu'd under the 
Specious Title, Of taking up Arms, to reſcue 
the Captive King from the Hands of Mazarini 
ard hit Adherents. A pretty Way of feducing 
the People from their Obedience. The Pa- 
riſans, and indeed all the French, are divi- 
ded into Cabals and Parties ; ſome Apouting 
the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, whilſt others 
manifeſt an Incorruptible Loyalty to their $0- 
vereign. I approve the Morals of. the Lat- 
ter, yet privately rejoice at the Treaſons of 
the Former, wiſhing their teſti;ne Quar- 
rels may continue till the Day of the Earth- 
wake. 

! \Eliachim the Jew follows the Comrt,which 
rather ought now to be call'd the Camp. His 
Private Afﬀairs call him that Way. From him 
I receive frequent Advice, of the moſt Impor- 
tant Matters in that Theatre of War. He in- 
forms me, That the King of France's Preſence 
in the Siege of Stenay, inſpires his Soldiers 
with more tharr Ordinary Vigor: And, That 
he ſhews daily Praots of an extraordinary Cou- 
rage. He was one whole Night on Horſe-back, 
giving Orders and dire&ing his Enginiers. 
Next Morning, -he ſent a Summons to the Go- 
vernour: Who made a ſtout Reply, being re- 
{old to hold out tothe laſt Extremity; and 
therefore fally'd out of the Town witha Party 
of Reſolute Men, who kill'd near Four Thou- 
land of the Befiegers. - 

But alas, theſe Infidels ate *only ſtout, 
whilſt well fed : Not knowing what.it is to 
endure the Rigours of Famine, and other In- 

tolerable 


þ 
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tolerable Hardſhips. In all the #eftern Hi. 
ſtories, they cannot match the Bravery of a 
Garriſon in the Impregnable Fortreſs of er. 
din, Famous 1n our A»als tor ſuſtaining a 
Seven Tears Siege, when the Mighty 7:marien 
lay before it with his /zvincivle Army. That 


Scourge of Heaven, to oy A the Beſieged, 


and give 'em an Earneſt of his Reſolution, 
causd all the Old Trees round about this 
Place to be cur down, and young ones to be 
planted in tar greater Numbers : Declaring at 
theſame Time, That he would not raiſe the Siege, 
till thoſe Trees ſhould be mature enough to bear 
Fruit, When that Time came, he ſent a 
Preſent of the Fraits to the Governor of the 
Garri/os , as likewiſe of futon, with this 
Meſſhge, That he took pity on /o brave a Man, 
Jrering leſt he wonld ſtarve for want of Neceſ- 
aries. 

As ſoon as the Governor had receiv'd theſe 
Preſents , turning to the Meſlenger he faid, 
Go tell thy Mafer, I thank him for his Pre- 
ſent of Fraits : But, for the Fleſh, we ſhall 
have no Occaſion, ſo long 4s our Ewes afford us 
Ailk enough to ſuſtain the whole Garriſon. 
And that thy Maſter may be aſſur'd we are-not 
in Want of that, 1 will ſend him 4 Preſent of 
Cheeſes made of the ſame. Accordingly, he 
commanded Four Cheeſes to be deliverd 
to the Meſſenger. Which when 7immrien 
faw, and had heard the Words of the Gover- 
nor, he deſpair d of reducing that Place, tho' 
he aad lain before it Seves Tears, want 


only Two Moons. But, had he underſt 
whaC 
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what fort of Chee/es theſe were, he wou'd no 
doubt have chang'd his Reſolution. For, it 
ſeems, they were made of the 44k of Bitches, 
and were the very laſt Suſtenance the Garriſon: 
had, except the F!e/þ it ſelf of thoſe Unclear 
Animals. of 

Believe me, Sage {imfter, ſuch Examples 
of Patience and Fortitude, are very Rare- 
And this was the more Remarkable, in that it 
was the Firſt Place, where that Invincible Ge- 
neral had met with a Repulle. es 


Paris, 1ſt: of the 8th. Icon, 
of the Tear 1654. 


—— 


LETTER Y. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


"- is the Anniverſary Day of my Nati- 
vity Which I Celebrate not, as others 
do, on ſuch on Occafion, with. Mirth and 
Revelling, with MAnfick and Songs. My Cham- 
ber is not perfum'd with the Incenſe of Ara- 
bia, nor with any Extraordinary Odowrs : 
Neither is it adorn'd with Flowers, Laurel, 
or the- Branches of Green Trees, 1 am not 
at the Expenſe of Coft/y Oyls, to burn in a 
Multitude of Lamps, and make Joyful Ilmi- 
Warnons, as at a Feaſt. Such Pompous Vani- 
ty, I leave to thoſe who perhaps have more 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon to be Merry in this Life, than the 
Thoughtful and Penſfive {ahmat can find 
Our, 

On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in 
Extreme and Fruitlels Ioxrning : Bur. re- 
taining an Indifterence of Mind, 1 Conſecrate 
it to the Service of my Reaſon and Contem- 
plation : Which are the only Things confide- 
rable in Mortal Man- 

From the Minute that IT firſt awak'd this 
Morning, I have been pondering on- m2» /elf, 
and Humane Nature. I ſuffer d my Anxiots 
Thoughts to (tart back beyond. the Howr of 
my Birth, reflecting on the Impri/onment 1 
ſuffer'd in my MMcther's Pomb : Which yetl 
cannot in the leaſt remember. And this 1s 
the Caſe of all Men. We know not how we 
came into this Open #orid of Lizht, from 
that Region "of Darkneſs; nor that ever we 
were fo ſhut up, but as we are told by our Pa- 


rents; and Common Experience confirms us f 


that this 1s the Lot of all Afortals. How then 
ſhall we be able.to diſcover,; what State we 
were in before our Conception ? Whether we 


were in the Rank of Things which have Exk 
ſtence, or whether we were not hid in the 
Womb ot Nothing ? 1 tell thee, this Thought 
has fill'd me with great Inquietudes. I am 
reſtleſs to know my own Or:ginal. I wor 

fain be inform 'd, if that winch they call th 
Sol, be a Subſtance diftint from the Bs 
or only the Finer Part of Vater, 2. L aint 
eſſence of the Elements. IF it be Uiftin, as 


I have Reaſon to believe, 'twould be a Sins 
gular 
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Happineſs, to-be fatished where it was, 
por united to: this Adachine of Fleſh and 
Bones: And whether that Union be Valunt ary 
or Forcd, For, I muſt profeſs my ſelf to be 
alcogether in the Dark as to theſe Scrutinies. 
Sometimes I join with the' P/atoniſts; and -. 
conclude, all Humane Souls to be Particles of 
the Divine Nature, Beams of the Eternal 
$#4n : And that though our Light be now ob- 
ſcur'd and veil'd under this Cloud of Earih!y 
Auter, yet we have tormerly ſhin'd with 
an undiminiſh'd Splendor, when"only em- 
body'd in the Clearer Air, or more Rehned 
Subſtance of the Sky. Perhaps, think I, for 
ſome Errors committed in that - Swperiour- 
State, we are ſent down into theſe Boates as in- 
to Priſons for our Puniſhment. Then I am vex- 
ed at the Fata! Dalneſs of my Memory, that 
retains no /dea of my paft Condition. 
At other Times (tor like all Adfortals I am 
ſubje&t to Change) I embrace the Dottrines 
of Pythagoras, which thou knoweſt are gene- 
rally entertain'd all o'er the Eaſt: And be- 
lieving the Tranſmigration of Souls from "bne 
Living Creature to another, -I cannot be cer» 
tain but that I, have been. an Elephant, a Ca- | 
mel, or a Horſe,:or perhaps ſome more Cox - 
temptible Animal; and for ought 1 know, 1 
have undergone all the Various Kinds of. A4e- 
tamorphoſis that ever Ovid mention'd- 1: *» 
However, -be- it how it will, I ſee no 
Grounds to make any Extravagant Solemniry 
on the account of my being born ro what 1 
am:-now, that is, a P_ For, I think we 
| are 
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Reaſon to be Merry in this Life, than the 
Thoughtful and Penſfive dahmat can find 
Our. 

On the otiter Side, I ſpend not this Day in 
Extreme and Fruitleſs 1foxrning : Bur. re- 
taining an Indifterence of Mind, 1 Conſecrate 
it to the Service of my Reaſon and Contem. 
plation : Which are the only Things conſide- 
rable in Mortal Man. 

From the Minute that I firſt awak'd this 
Morning, I have been pondering on- m2» /eff, 
and Humane Nature. 1 ſuffer d my Anxiots 
Thoughts to ſtart back beyond the Hoxr of 
my Birth, reflecting on the Impriſonment 1 
ſuffer'd in my /Mcther's Womb : Which yet[ 
cannot in the leaſt remember. And this is 
the Caſe of all Men. We know not how we 
came into this Open #or/d of Lizht, from 
that Region of Darkneſs; nor that ever we 
were fo ſhut up, but as we are told by our Pa- 
rents; and Common Experience confirms us, 
that this 1s the Lot of all 2fortals. How then 
ſhall we be able to diſcover,; what State we 
were in before our Conception ? Whether we 
were in the Rank of Thizgs which have Ext 
ſtexce, or whether we were not hid in the 
Womb ot Nothing ? [I tell thee, this Thought 
has fill d me with great Inquietudes. I am 
reſtleſs to know my own Or:ginal. I would 
fain be inform'd, if that winch they call the 
Soul, be a Subſtance diltint from the Boaz, 
or only the Finer Part of Watter, 1. L aints 
eſſence of the Elements. IF it be diſtiniF, as 
I have Reaſon to believe, 'twould be a Sin- 
gular 
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ilar Happineſs, to be fatished where it was, 
efore united to this /dachine of Fleſh and 
Bones: And whether that Vnion be Yalunt ary 
or Forc'd, For, I muſt proteſs my ſelf to be 
alcogether in the Dark as to theſe Scrutinies. 
Sometimes I join with the P/atoniſts, and -. 
conclude, all Humane Souls to be Particles of 
the Divine Nature, Beams of the Eternal 
$4n : And that though our Light be now cb- 
ſcur'd and veil'd under this Cloud of Earthly 
AMiatter, yet we have formerly ſhin'd with 
an undiminiſh'd Splendor, when only em- 
body 'd in the Clearer Air, or more Rehned 
Subitance of the Sky. Perhaps, think I, for 
ſome Errors committed in that Supericur: 
State, weare ſent down into theſe Boates as in- 
to Priſons for our Puniſhment. Then I am vex- 
ed at the Fata! Dalneſs of my Memory, tint 
retains no /aea of my paſt Condition. 

At other Times (tor like all Adfortals I am 
ſubject to Change) I embrace the Dottrines 
of Pythagoras, which thou knowelt are gene- 
rally entertain'd all oer the Eaſt: And be- 
lieving the Tranſmigration of Souls from 'bne 
Living Creature to another, -I cannot be cer» 
tain but that I have been. an Elephant, a Ca- 
me!l, or a Horſe,: or perhaps ſome more Coa- - 
temptible Animal; and for ought 1 know, I 
have undergone all the Various Kinds of Ae- 
tamorphoſis that ever Ovid mention'd- : : -» 

However, -be- it how it will, I ſee no 
Grounds to make any Extravagant Solemniry 
on the account of my being born ro what 1 
amrnow, that is, a _ For, I think we 


are 
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are the only Spefacles of Folly and I/£/ery, 
among all rhe Creatwres of God. 

We boaſt of Arts and Screncer; yer the Wi. 
ſet of Mortals are always moſt ſenfible, That 
they know Nothing. One Man builds a State- 
ly Houſe, a Place of Repoſe and Refuge for 
himſelf and his Family : Another comes and 
pulls it down, demoliſhing the only Rand- 
ing Aonwnent of his Brother's Prudence, or 
rather of bis Folly, who perhaps conſum*d the 
greateſt Part of his Eſtate in that Coſtly Fa- 
brick; Whereas, among all his Sciences, had 
he but learnd to KNOW HI/ASELF; 
an humble convenient Corrage would have 
ſerv'd his Neceſſities during this Short Life, 
and fo he tnight have avoided the Srroge of 
Envy. 

I tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build Al. 
tars to Fortane, nor adore the External Page. 
antry of the Rich and Great. I equally hate 
to be flatrer'd my elf, as thoſe are, who in- 
vite their Friends to ſolemnize their Birth 
Daz. | 

Yer in thus contemning External Honoxr, | 
do the greateſt Reverence to my ſelf, whil 
I preſerve my Reaſon free from-being violated 
or prophan'd by Fooliſh Cuſtoms, 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 8th. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1654. 
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LETTER VI. 


To the Selitar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 
to the Grand Signior. 


Ometimes we ſeem to be allzep herein this 
City, for want of News. But of late, 
we have been rowz'd by Poſt upon Pott: 
Some bringing Intelligence of the- Surrender 
of Srenay to the French King, others of the 
Revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards. But 
that which is of freſheſt Date, and for which 
all the Streers of Pars: are this Night Illumi- 
nated with Bonefires, is the Reliet of Arras ; 
Where the French have obtained a Glorious 
Victory. The Number of the Dead is not 
yet known, but faid to be very great» And 
tis certain the Victors have taken above Se- 
ven Thouſand Priſoners, Stxty Cannon, Five 
Thouſand Waggons, an Equal Number of 
Rorſes, with all the Plate and Rich Furni- 
ture of the Prince of Conde, Argh Duke Leo- 
pola, Francis of Lorrain, and the other Gran- 
aces of the Spaniſh Army. In Fine, the French 
are Maſters of the Town, and of the Field, 
and all Flanders appearsnow too little to hold 
'cm-» | 
Theſe continual Succeſſes redound much to 
the Eſtabliſhment of Cardinal Mazarins, 
who now ſeems above the Stroke of Misfor- 
tune or Malice. Yet no Man can call Row . 
C 2 (elt 
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ſelf Happy till the Hour of his Death, whid 
alone releaſes us from all Humane Miſeries, 

Some Days ago I receivd a Letter from 
Nathan Ben Saagdi, which informs me of the 
Death of the Roman King, and of ſeveral Pre 
digies which were ſeen before, and about tt 
Time of his Departure. | 

When he was firſt caken Sick, there aroſe 
Violent Tempeſt of Wind, which blew doy 
the Croſs from one of their Churches. ' Aﬀe 
this, follow'd a terrible Earthquake, that 
ſhook the whole City, rhreatning to remon 
its Foundations Moreover, an Old Ex 
a Domeſtick of the /mperial Palace, and that 
had liv'd there many Years, took VVing the 
Day before the King s Sickneſs, and flew quit 
away. Then the Bells of the Imperial Chap 
ptl rung Thrice of their own Accord in tl 
Space of Twelve Hours. Thus far the 7 
aſſures me 1s true. There are Additional R 
ports, of ſtrange Apparitions that were ſee! 
about Vienna during the Sickneſs of this Princ 
as of a Funeral Proceſſion after Midnigh 
through the Courts of the Palace; and of 1 
Show'r ofaerm Blood that fell at Noon D: 
in the Streets of that City. But theſe I has 
only from the Mouth of Common Fame 
which, thou knoweſt, does not always ſpeal 
Truth. 

I deſire thee and all the I4Gni/ters, to mak 
a Diſtinction between thoſe Paſſages which! 
aſcertain, and the Doubtful Relations of tht 
Mulritude- In theſe Caſes, Men are prone tt 
Syperſtition, and love to 'be the Authors d 

Portentouw 
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i&l Portentous News. But thou may'ſt believe 


what the Jew relates; for he never aftects to 
be Fabulous. 

'Twould tempt one to ask, What: ſtrange 
hidden Power produces theſe Unuſual Signs? 
Whether we Morrals are under the Cuſtody 
of Inviſible Beings, who teach the Elements 
and other Creat ares to utter the Future Events 
of Fate? Or, Whether all theſe Things 
which appear ſo ſtrange and ſurprizing, be 
not mere Caſualties ; Accidents of NNatare 
opening of Courſe, and only made Remark- 
able by their Timing > Who knows, but that 
the Voluntary Ringing of the Bells, might 
proceed from the Motion of the Tower where 
they hung, during the Earthquake > Or, 
Why, need we wonder, that a Croſs or a Cre- 
ſcent ſhou'd be blown down from the Top of 
a high Afinaret, by a Violent Tempeſt of 
Wind > | 

Theſe Things appear to me as Natural, as 
for the Rain to lodge all the Corn in the Fields, 
or for a Storm to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
overturn Houſes, and commit a Thouſand 0- 
ther Violences. Neither do I perceive any 
Thing worth Admiration in the Flight of the 
Eagle. Perhaps, ſome Royal Caprice ſprung 
In the Head of that King of Birds, which he 
ne'er felt before. There's Nothing of Prodigy 
In all this, but only becauſe it happen'd at 
{uch a Critical JunCture. Had it been at ano- 
ther Time, no body perhaps wou'd have ta- 
ken Notice of it; any more than they do of 
Earthquakes at Naples, which are Common 
| C3: -: in 
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in that Country, where the Earth is very 
Hollow, being made ſo by Veins of continu. 
ally burning Su/phan, They have felt ſeveral 
in that Kingdom within theſe Two Afoons, a 
alſo at Rome. But no great Hurt has been 
done. 

Nathan informs me alſo, That the Venetian 
Embaſſadonr at Vienna, has diſtributed great 
Sums of Money, in Token of his Joy, tor the 
late Viftory that Kepablick obtained againſt 
the 1ufſulmans. This appears to me a Real 
Prodigy, that the Ottomans who are Invincible 
by Land, yet ſtill come oft with Los ar Sea, 

Queen Chriſtina of Sueden, is expected 
here e'er long. She came to Antwerp 1n the 
. Habit of a Man, which occaſions Variety of 
Cenſures. The French call her, The Learned 
Amaz0n, She being well vers'd in many Lan- 
guages and Sciences, They extol her Virtues 
and PerfeRions, ſtyling her, The Phenix of 
this Age. All the Weſtern Nazarenes, are 
devout Admirers of. Women- And one of 
their Famous Sages, whom they call Hex 
Cornelius Agrippa, wrote a ſelett Treatiſe in 
Praiſe of that Sex, wherein he endeavours to 
prove, That they are more Excellent and No- 
ble Creatures than Men- But he wou'd find 
few Proſelytes in the Zaſ/t. | 

"Tis certain, there have been very Famous 
Women in all Ages, and it would be Enyy 
| in Men to deny them their due Praiſe. Such 
was Dias Queen of Carthage, the Roman Lu- 
craia, the Sybills, Theana Pythagoras's Wife, 
with his Daughter Dama; Sappho the Poeteſs, 
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JT 
with Innumerable others both of -Ea/? and 
Weſt, Renowned for their Virtue, Learning, 
or Valour in the Wars. But it does not tol- - 
low, that they therefore ſurpaſs Men. 

Ler us keep the Rank, in which God and. 
Nature have plac'd us, without being Chur- 
liſh or Effeminate. And this is the beſt Way 
to get and retain the Eſteem of that Nice Sex, 
who-hate a Clown, and deſpiſe a Dotard- 


Paris, 3oth. of the 8th. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1654- 


LETTER VII 


To Peſtelihali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


—— 


Hou art he, to wham I can unmask. 

* With othersI converſe (like our Women 
in Tzrky) undera Veil. When I write to the 
Grandees of the Port, *tis neceſſary for me to 
difſemble-many Things; and, to feign ſome, 
that I may be credited in Others, and not 
be ſuſpected in all. But with thee, I uſe no 
Artifice or Diſguiſe : Thou haſt a Kind of 
natural Right tomy ſecret Thoughts, beyond 
the Claim of a Brother. I owe thee an Entire 
Confidence, on the Score of Friendſhip; and 
I ſeem to wrong my ſelf, when I conceal 
my Sentiments from thee. For, beſides the 
C 4 Tye 
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Tye of Blod, we were Partners together in 
the Adventures of Youth; and the mutual 
good Offices that paſs'd between us, faſten'd } 
our AﬀeCtions with Stronger Bands, than 
thoſe of our Birth. Nor were we ſo unhappy, 
as to ſuffer the little Youthful Emulations 
which are common between Sons of the ſame 
Mother, to ſtile the more ſolid and gene- 
rous Efforts of real Love. Our Friendſhip 
grew up with our Years, cemented by Interel 
as well as AﬀeCtion ; and I eſteem Pe/ſte/s, but 
my ſelf in another Figure. If thou haſt the 
fame Regard to me, I am happy. Let us 
continue to cheriſh this noble Paſſion : The 
lealt Coldneſs or Reſerve now, wou'd appear 
to me more hatetul than a Divorce, more ter- 
rible than Death. 
' _ *'Tis but Reaſonable, That among the ma-. 
ny Services our Great Maſter claims at our 
Hands, we ſhould employ ſome of our Time 
and Care on our ſelves. We owe the Sz/tar 
much ; but both He and We owe Nature | 
more,without whoſe Bounty and Providence, 
we had never had the Honour, nor He the 
Profit of our being in his Debt. He is more 
deeply engaged in Fort»xe's Tally than we; 
but in the Accompts of Natare, We are all 
Equal. She1s the Univerſal Creditor of Man- 
kind. We are indebted to Her, for all we 
have; yet methinks,Nothing ſo much enhances 
our Score, as the 11] Menage of Time. In that 
we till run in Arrears, whilſt the haſty Mi- 
nutes poſt forward, never to be revok'd ; and 
yet, we neither lay hold on'em in their Flight, 
nor - 
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nor ſo much as imprint on any of them, the 
leaſt tranſient Mark of Yertue or Wiſdom- 
Thus our Lives flide away without Profit 
till the laſt Sand tells us, We are Bankrupts, 
Natare will not traſt us with a Moment longer. 
'Tis Time therefore, Dear Brother, for 
thee and me to look about us; and, fince tis 
impoſſible for us to make a full Payment, let 
us at leaſt compound with Natere ; and get-. 
ting an Acquittance for what is paſt and Irre- 
coverable, let us be ſure to cancel the remain- 
ing Part of ths Score, by a Wife Improvement 

of every Minute. | 
- Think not, that dahmnt is perſwading thee 
to turn Dervi/e, or to beſtow all thy Time 
in Prayers: Such Rigorous Devotion 1s not 
conſiſtent wirh the Life of a Man in thy Sta- 
tion, But, permit me, Dear Peſte/i, to coun- 
ſel thee, not to build A#tars to Fortune, and. 
conſecrate all thy vacant Hours to her Ser- 
vice. Iam told, thou art grown a great Game-" 
ſter, not only ai the Polemick Traverſes of 
Cheſs, but alſo at Plays of Hazard. The 
Former of the Two, is the moſt Innocent: 
Yet, tis too Intricate and Puzhing, deſerves: 
the Name of Buſineſs rather than of Recreati-. 
on : It commits a Rape on the Mirid, whilft 
it requires as much Attention and Abſtratted- 
neſs of Thought, as wou'd ſerve to trace out: 
the Condudt of a Battel or a Siege: Bur, the 
Latter have a far worſe Influence on our Paf- 
hons, by exciting us to immoderate Deſire, 
Hope, Joy, and Grief tor mere Trifles; the 
uncertain. Produfts of Chance. Therefore 
C5 are: 
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are they forbidden by our Holy Prophet. And, 
*ris not to be Number'd among the Commen- 
dations of a nfſulman, to be dextrous at 
managing the Caras or Dice. 

When thou art diſposd to unbend thy 
Mind, I wou'd rather counſel thee, to uſe 
ſome healthful Exerciſe, ſuch as may ventilate 
thy melancholyBlood. Our Fathers were wont 
at ſach Times to divert themſelves with Bows 
and Arrows, Hunting, Wraltling; 'ahd the 
like manly Paſtimes; thus, making their Pri- 
vate Recrearions ſubſervient to the Publick, 
whilſt they iported themſelves into the Diſct- 
pline of War, -and inur'd their Bodies to La- 
bour, even at thoſe Hours when their Minds 
fought Reſt. 

What! tho' Claudius Ceſar devoted him- 
ſelf to Gaming with Dice, and wrote a Book 
in Praiſe of his Folly > What! tho? Domitian 
the Emperour, and Theodorick, King of the 
Goths, {pent whole Nights and Days in this 
Unprofitable PlayzThou haſt not read or heard 
of ſuch Examples, among the Renowned Sons 
of Ottoman, Our Glorious Sultans, were ne- 
ver Vacant to theſe Fooleries. And if they 


had, their Practice cannot juſtify a Subjett's | 
Imitation. Neither would'{t thou be fo in | 


Love with Gaming, did{t thou conſider what 
unhappy Deſtinies have commonly attended 
the Votaries of Fortune, Whole Eſtates have 
been ſ{quander'd away at Dicein a Night, Fa- 
milies ruind, and rhe Gameſter himſelf Im- 
priſon'd in the Morning He- that Yeſterday 
was Maſter of great Poſſefſions, and a Com- 


panion | 
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panion for Princes, by the Effects of this ac- 
curſed Yanity, has bereav'd himlſelt of All,and. 
is to Day become the Scorn of Beggars. 

The Chineſes are ſo bewitch'd with Love of 
Gaming, That when they have loſt all their 
Stakes, they ll pawn themſelves, their Wives 
and Children; which if the Fortune ofthe Dice 
run againſt them, become all bond-Slaves to 
the Winner. Here is a Derviſe in this City, of 
the Order of the Jeſaites, who lately came from 
China. Among other Learned Men,I ſometimes - 
converſe with Him- He relates many prett 
Paſſages of that People, but one is Tragical, 
whereof he himſelf was an Eye- Witneſs. 

Heſays, That in the Province of Qxcinttong, 
a certain Nob/eman who had fervd in the Wars, 
and acquir'd great Fame avd Honour,was en- 
vied by one of his Neighbours, who likewiſe had 
been a Captain and much inFavour at theCowrt. 
Their Emulations carried 'em to many Ill Offi- 
ces, and at laſt ro open Dehance- The Empe- 
rour being made ſenſible of the Hatred that 
was between theſe Two Officers, and being, 
unwilling their Fury ſhould precipitate rhem- | 
to the Ruine of each other, became himſelt 
an Arbitrator of .their Luarrel; laying his 
Commands on 'em, to embrace and eat toge- 
ther, which is an aſſured Token of Reconci- 
liation and Friendſhip in that Country. They 

obey d'the V Vill of their Sovereign. Butir- 
ting up lars one Night at Dice, it was the 
Captain's il] Fortune, to-loſe-all he had to the: 
Nobleman. Mad at his unlucky Chance, and 
1n hopes to Retrieve his Loſs, he ſends = = 

its 
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Wife and Three Young Sons, whom with him-. 
{elf he pawn'd to the Nobleman for a confide- 
rable Sum of Money, and falls afrefh-to play : 
But : Fate was his Enemy ; - he loſt All 
Whereupon in Deſpair, he ſtabs his Wite and 
Three Children, and laſtly falls on his own 

Sword ; glorying, that he and his Family, 
ould thus eſcape a hated Captivity, to kis 
Old Enemy. 

Tell me, Dear Pefte/;, had'ſt thou ſeen this 
Tragedy, wou'dit not have made thee reſolve | 
againſt Gaming during thy Life 2 Aſluredly, 
our Holy Prophet frowns from his Paraaiſe, 
on thoſe who violate his Laws, - He knew 
our Paſſions, and which were the moſt dan- 
gerous ; therefore he prohibited ſuch Things, 
as are moſt likely to berray us to Violence, 
and an Incurable Diſorder. If thou” wilt ac- 
= thy ſelf a good Muſſulmar, thou muſt not | 
eap over theſe Prohibitions, accounting them 
{mall and indifferent Trifles-- Remember the 
Saying of the holy Dofttor, and Leader of the 
 Muſſulman Armies, ' the Chaſt Oſman, A /it- 
tle Spark will fet a whole City on Fire. And 
the Roman Satyriſt has obſerv'd, That no Man 
becomes ous all at once» Think then with 
thy {elf, 'tis for this Reaſon the Meſſenger of 
God has forbid Gaming to the 77s Faithfal ; 
not as a Thing in it felf Naturally Evil, but 
onely Morally, ſo as it is a Step to the greateſt 
Vices- For whillt we captivate our ſelves to 
Chance, we loſe our Authority over our Paſ- 
hons. We ſtand or fall at the Uncertain Caſt 
of the Dice. We are Slaves to the feebleſt 

Wiſhes; 
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Wiſhes; which if they ſucceed not, we grow 
Furious, Profligate and Impious. Baniſhing 
all Prudence, Temperance and Juſtice, we 
become Impudent, and fit for the blackeſt 
Crimes- 

'Takenot in I!! Part the wholeſome Admo- 
mtion of a Brother, who manifeſts his Love, 
in thus reproving thee without Flattery. Uſe 
the ſame Freedom, when thou heareſt I am 
guilty of any Onneceſſary Vice: For, - the 
Publick Service, turns ſome Vices into Ver- 
FCS 


Paris, 14th. of the 1 oth. odn, 
of the Tear 1654- 


— 


LETTER VII. .. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secre> 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


] Believe, thou haſt a Mind to try my Tem- 

per; to make an Experiment upon me, 
and fee, Whether I'm Proof againſt thy An- 
ger: Elſe why ſhould Kenan Baſſa's Buhi- 


. neſs be reviv'd again, after it had been bury*d 


above theſe Four Years? I examine not, what 
mighty Intereſt thou haſt in that Officer, that 
thou afreſh eſpouſeſt his Old Quarrel, as if 
'ewere thy own. Thy Afairs are beſt known . 
to thy ſelf, Bur let me tell ghee, 'twill not 
redound 
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redound much to thy Credit,to be found Par. 
tial. I honour thee with all the Devoir that 
is due to a Miniſter in thy Station, and with 
ſomething more: For, the Eſteem a Man has 
for his Friend, is Singular and beyond Cere- 
monies» But ſtill -he owes ſome Regard to 
himſelf. Self-Preſervarion, 1s rooted in the Cen» 
ter of our Nature ; and few will be Knowing- 
ly Complailant to their Ruine. Iam puzzld | 
what to think, or how to write, thy laſt Letter 
has put my Mind - into ſuch a Hurly-Burly. 
A Thouſand Imaginations like Whirl- winds, 
tear up my moſt ſolid Thoughts by the Roots. 
I'm in as Wild a Condition as a Man in an 
Earthquake, leaping this Way and that Way, 
yet knows not where to fix his Foot in 
Safety, | | 

If I perſevere in calling thee Friend, perhaps 
thou wilt accuſe me of Preſumption. If I 
change my Style, and ſuppoſe thee under ano- 
ther Character, Ingratitude will be laid to 
my Charge. To vindicate my Actions, will 
be Interpreted. Obſtinacy; and to own my 
felf in the Fault, will be counted Weakneſs 
Nay, all the World will call me Fool, in con- 
demning my felf for Things whereof I never 
was Guilty, What ſhall I do in this Caſe? 
I am Naturally Thoughtful and Melancholy. 
The Words that ſpring from Reſentment; 
cleave faſt ro my Mind, and breed a Thou- 
nd Inferences. My bufie Apprehenſion, 
extracts Menaces out of the molt Artificial 
Exrrellions. I look on my (elf, as mark'd 
out for a Sacrifice, one Time or other. _ 
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will of Deſtiny” be done, Early or Late. 
1 will not go out of my Road to avoid 


it; Since it 1s but an Ill Husbandry of Time 
to borrow it from the Ineffable Joys .of 


Paradiſe, to multiply a few Days or Years, 
of a Miſerable Life on Earth. | 

As for the Treaſurer and the Reſt of my 
Accuſers, let theny, know, that I will per- 
ſevere in doing my Duty to the Grand 
S$iznior, without warping to- the Right 
Band or to the Lefr, for Fear or Favour. 

But it my Private Agency in theſe Parts 
meet with Rubs and Checks for Want of 
Money, let the Blame reſt on thoſe whoſe 
Charge it is, to ſupply me with what is 
Necetlary for a Man in my Station: For, 
henceforward, Mahmut will be reproach'd 
no more for demanding his Penfeor. 

Think not, 'tis an ealy Thing for a Man 
to be always a Counterfeit, and never to 
have his Mind unbent; to a&t Two contrary 
Parts at the ſame Time; to be true and 
falſe; a Muſſulman and Servar't of the Grand 
Sign'or in Reality, a Chriſtian and Subjett 
of France in Appearance. My Soul is per- 

tually ftretch'd upon the Rack of Watch- 
ul Thoughts and buſie Invention, left by 
fome Improvident Word or Deed, my Dif- 
guiſe ſhould fall off, and I appear m my 
Naked Colours. 

'Tis bur Reaſon therefore, that whilſt 
this vaſt Solicitude takes up all my Facul- 
ties, the Care of my Subfiſtence ſhould reſt 
on thoſe who . employ -me. Let not F- - 

h- 
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| Miniſters of the Benign Port, be peeviſh at 
me without a Cauſe. . ForI imprecate, Serene 
 Grandee, that God would ſplit my Soul into 
Ten. Thouſand Immortal Splinters, if ever 
I betray my Truſt. But Needleſs Suſpicion 
wou'd tempt a Man to Treachery. 


Paris, 14th- of the 10th. 2fcor, 
of the Tear 1654, 


— — ——— —— --- -- 


LESTSILER IX. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


# be E Pope has been ſick for a conſiderable 

Time, and 'tis now ſtrongly reported, 
He 1s dead. They talk of an Expreſs that is 
come to the Chaucellour of France, to certifis 
him of it, and to conſult about the Next Ele- 
etron. But this is not credited here; being only 
look d upon as a Romans or Spaniſh Artifice, to 
ſound the Inclinations of this Court before- 
hand, that ſo they may be able to counter- 
mine the French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall 
really dis. And 'tis not expected he ſhould 
Iive long, being of a great Age, and worn 
out with Cares and Sickneſs. 

'Tis certain he has made his #//,wherein Two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury 
founded by his Preaeceſſors,to ſerve the Church 
in its. extreme Neceſſities. But 'tis a Thouſand 
to 
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to one, if ſome future Pontiff ſucceeding in 
that Chair, do notin his Unerring Judgment, 
interpret his own Perſonal Occaſions, or-thoſe 
of his Nephews, tobe the Extreme Neceflities 
of the Church ; and then, all this huge Maſs 
of Wealth, is Infallibly gone. 

He has likewiſe bequeath'd large Legacies 
to his $:er-in-Caw, whom they call Dona 
Olympia; and to others of his Relations and 
Creatures. And 'tis thought, this Lady will 
more than doubly pay her ſelf, having the 
Management of all his Aﬀairs. Indeed du- 
ring his Regen, it may be faid,. the whole Ro- 
man Church was govern'd by a Woman. For 
this Pre/ate, wou'd never do any Thing with- 
out her Advice- | 

She was born of an Obſcure Family, bt is 
of a high Spicit, Ambitious of Rale, and a Per- 
ſon of great Abilities: Extremely Covetous 
and Subtle; turning and Winding all Events 
to her own Profit. All Preferments were at 
her Diſpoſal : She ſold B:/Þopricks, Abbeys and 
other Eccleſraſtich Dignities at her own Rates, 
and fo whom ſhe pleas'd. In fine, whoſo- 
ever had any Buſineſs with the Pope, made 
their Addreſſes to her©» By which means. ſhe. 
has heap'd together a Prodigious Treaſure, 
and is eſteem'd the Richeſt Lady in. Exrope. 
Tis thought, ſhe wou'd. have fold even the 
Pope, and Rome it ſelt, the Capital Seat of the 
Chriſtian Empire, rather than refus'd a pro- 
portionate Offer of Gold, cou'd ſhe have met 
with a Chapman to her Mind. This woud 
have been a Merchandiſe fit for the Grand 

Signior 
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Sigmor,. were it not reſerv'd as a Prize for the 
Victorious Arms deſtin'd to conquer All 
Things. 

The Frenchſcem mightily concern'd for the 
Tragedies Ated in Poland by the Moſcovites. 
'Tis afhirm'd, that they have taken the Town 
of Vitebsko by Storm, (putting Men, Women, 
and Children to the Sword) with divers other 
Cities and Places of Strength : And that — 
have laid in Aſhes, all the Towns and Vil- 
lages round about Smoleniko, fo that there is 
Nothing to be ſeen but Ruine and Deſolation 
for above a Hundred Miles round thar City ; 
which alfo is now cloſely beſfieg'd by the For- 
ces of the Czar. If theſe Northern Infidels 
gs on, and make ſuch bloody Work where- 
ever they come, they will, in a ſhort Time 
over-run and diſpeople all Exrope, But 'tis 
w bs hop'd, the Tartars, who are lately en- 
wrd into a Leaene with Poland, will put a 
Check to the cruel Viftories of the 1-/o/co- 
vites, andchaſtiſe rhe'Treaſon of the Coſſacks, 
 whojoin with 'em contrary to their Fazth gi- 
ven to the King of Po/and. : 

They ſay, Four Grandees of Tartary are 
arnv'd as Heſt ages at Warſaw, and as many 
Lords of Poland {ent on the fame Errand 
to the Cowrt of the Cham; who as a farther 
Evidence of his Integrity, has releas'd all the 
Poliſh Captives in his Dominions, and ſent 
the Embaſſadors of the Coſſacks home, with- 
out their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his 
—_ Indignation, at their Infide- 

ty. 
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In the mean while, I am extremely affl- 
Red to hear of our continual Loſſes by Sea- 
They fay here, That above Six thouſand 14#/- 
ſulmans were kill'd in the late Fight in the 
Helleſpont, and that we have loſt Sixteen Gal- 
lies, befides Ships of War. That Element, one 
would conclude, is Fatal to the Ottoman Em- 
fire. Neither have we had much better Suc- 
ceſs by Land this Campagne- Yet Chuſacm, 
the Vizir Azem, and General in Candia, has 
perform'd very Heroick Things. To ſpeakim- 
partially, and give due Honour to our Ene- 
mies, the Malteſes, Venetians and French, have 
not been wanting in any Point of Bravery- 
Which alſoredounds to the greater Honour of 
the I1rſſulmans,in that they draw their Sword, 
againſt the Flower of Chriftender, and not a- 
gainſt Owl and Pigmies, Such are the Per- 
fans, when we Encounter 'em; for either 
they dare not endure the Luſtre, and ſtand the 
Brunt of our Invincible Arms, or if they do, 
' they fink under the Firſt Shock. 
When I name thoſe Hereticks, I ſpit on the 
Ground, in Deteftation of their Errors : For 
they are worſe than the Zindicks and Giafers. 
I have more Charity for a Chriſtian or a Jew, 
than I have for theſe Vermin of the Land. In 
fine, . I wiſh they were extirpated from the 
Earth ; and-that they may after hs Life, be 
exher Metamorphos'd into Hogs, which Crea- 
ture, thou know'ſ, is an Abomination to all 
Good Men and $Angels (and- they already 
reſemble it in their Uncleanneſs) or elſe 
that they may become the Aſſes of —__ ” 
Os, 
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Hell, to carry their Burdens for a Thouſand 
Ages. . - 


Paris, 17th. of the 11th. oor, 
of the Tear 1654. 


I e— 


LETTER X. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Grand Signior*s Cuſtoms. 


HE God of our Fathers grant thee as 

much Joy every Minute of thy Life, as 
T feel at this Inſtant. Wilt thou know the 
Occaſion of this Unuſual Tranſport? I can 
hardly believe my ſelf, when I tell thee of an 
Adventure, the moſt ſurprizing that ever 
eppentd to me ſince my Arrival in this City. 
And perhaps thou wilt think I Romance in 
relating it : But aſſure thy ſelf, that of a 


- Truth Oxchomiche our Mother, is at this Time 


in Paris, with our Couſin 1/oxf. 

May a Thouſand ſoft Paſſions thrill thy 
Heart, when thou readeſt this News, as the 
did mine, when at my Chamber Door I fir 
faw and knew the Face of her that. bare me, 
after I had given her over for Dead long ago ; 
for I had heard no Tidings of her theſe Eleven 
Years. Good God ! So ſtrange and unexpeR- 
ed a Sight, had almoſt diſmantl'd my Senſes, 
thoſe Qut-Works of the Soul. For a n__—_ 

0 
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ſtood ſtill, aftoniſh'd and trembling with Ec- 
ſtacy- I was not preſently ſatisfy'd, whether 
I beheld a Mortal, or the Ghoſt of one-: For, 
they fay, theſe appear in the fame Forms as 
they bore when Alive. Neither Age nor Tra- : 
vel, with all the other Infirmiries and Crofles 
of Human Life, had fo alter'd her Complexi- 
on; but that I eafily diſcern'd the manifeſt 
Features, Lineaments and Air of my Mother- 
I concluded therefore, it muſt be She, or her 
Apparition, if there be any ſuch Things. 

Theſe were my Firſt Thoughts, in that 
Waking Trance : But her Voice and Addreſs, 
ſoon put me out of Doubt, when impatient 
to ſee me ſtand like one Thunder-ſtruck, ſhe 
ran to me with open Arms and Tears of Jo 
in her Eyes; crying out with a Tone and Af- 
feftion peculiar to Women. Art thou alive, 
my Son Mahmut > Do theſe Eyes ſee thee, or 
am 1in a Dream? 

For my Part, I was as much upon the 
Rapture as ſhe, and hardly knew how to de- 
port my felt, or what to:fay or do. Yet the 
Fear I was in leſt ſomebody in the Houſe .. 

Ahou'd over- hear us, and make ill Conſequen- 
ces of this Paſſionate Interview, taught me a 

| Leflon of Moderation and Prudence. Where-. 
fore I beckon'd to her, to ſuppreſs her Paſſi- 
on, and converſe by Signs, as the Cuſtom is ' 
at the Myſterious Port, Thoſe Silent Ex- 
preſſions of our mutual Love, Joy and Admi- ' 
ration, were.not leſs fignificant, becauſe not 
cloath'd in Words. - Thou know'ſt,: there's 

Eloquence enough in this Mute LO_ 
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And I was Jealous of Words, leſt ſome Inqui- 
firive Soul might underſtand us, tho' we con- 
versd in Aravick. 

After our firſt Endearments and Tender. 
nefſes were over, in which my Coufin 1ſouf 
alſo had his Share (for we were all recipro. 
cally overjoy d to ſee one another, in this Neſt 
of tl; I began to conſult the Safety of 
us all Three, in providing convenient Lodg- 
ings for my Mother and Kinſman. In Order 


_ to this, we made a Viſit to Ehachim the Few, 


who entertained us at a Banquet, afrer the 
Faſhion of the Eaſt. We advisd with that 
honeft Hebrew about our Afﬀairs; I having 
made frequent and ſuffi-ient Proof of his F1- 
delity and Friendſhip. In fine, he rook them 
both into his own Houſe, under the Notion 
of Greeks, his Acquaintance; judging this 
the ſecure{t Way to prevent any Diſcovery, or 
even the leaft Suſpicion of our Circumitan-' 
ces They have continued there theſe Five 
Days, and their Character has not been que- 
ſtion'd by any- I viſit *em daily, and we paſs 


 -away many Hours in recounting the different 


Adventures of our Lives, in diſcourfing of our 
Friends in Arabia, Greece and other Parts of 
the World, and in concerting the beſt Methods 
to ſerve one another, till Death ſhall divide 
us-from our ſelves as well as from our Friends, 


 *andrankusin a Liſt of Invifib/e Beings, whoſe 


State and Qualities we know not. 
' Well, bur all this while I believe thou art 
Impatient to 'know what "Motive of their 


fo 
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ſoremote a Region as France, a Conntry Taha- 
bited by none but fiaz/s? Shall I tell thes in 


' a Word? 'Twas Love, on her Part ; and the 


y 


Defire of Novelty, on his. 

Our Kinſman 1/xf, from his Childhood 
felt powerful Inclinations to travel : Which 
encreas'd with his Years, and were much heigh- 
ten'd by his Converſe with Greeks, Armeni- 
ans, Franks,and forme Muſſulmans at Conſt an- 


' tinople, who had ſeen many Foreign Coun- 
. tries, both in the Eaſt and F+/f. 


The Relations they made of the Curiofities 
they had ſeen, and of their own Adventures, 
fr hisYouthful Blood, and he tormed a Reſo- 
lution to depart, with the Firſt Convenience, 


from Conftantinople, and viſit all the Regions 


in the #orld, if his Life and Health would 
hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, that 
he had ſurvey'd the Greateſt Part of Aja: - 
Since which he ſet forth again,.and having 
finiſh'd his Trayels in that 2xarter of the 
World, - he bent his Courſe for Africk ; where 
he viſited Zgypr, Barbary, the Empire of - 
Moroccoand Fez,with that of the e/Erhiopians, 
and many other Regions under the Torrid Zone, 
too tedious for me at this Time-to mention 
particularly, becauſe I write in Haſte. Here- 
after I ſhall give thee a more ample Account of 
his Obſervations, &c. Wherein thou wilt find, 
that Zoxf has not altogether loſt his Time- 

At lengrh, having fatisfi'd himſelf with 
whatſoever he thought worthy to be ſeen and 
known yn that Southern TrafF, he parted from * 
Fez with a Defign to ſee Exrope. Some _ 
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of Exchange, caus'd him to take Grand Ciire 
in his Way, where he encountr'd my Mother, 

ceiving, that he wou'd take Shipping 
directly for France, refolv'd-to lay hold on fo 
favourable an Opportunity, of ſeeing me once 
more before ſhe dy'd. Wherefore, imparting 
her Defign to him, 1ſouf offer'd her his ut- 
moſt Service. And having ſettFd her Afﬀairs 


at Caire, and pack d up her Money, Jewels 


and other Neceſlaries, they took the Road of 
Scanderoon, where they ſoon arriv'd; and put- 
ting themſelves into the Habit of Greeks, [/ouf 
alſo ſpeaking pretty well that Zangaage and 
the Lingua Franca, they bargain d with: the 
Maſter of a Veſſel then lying in the Harbour, 
and bound for an; He took them on 
Board, and under the Protection and Favour 
of Heaven, they arriv'd ſafe at Marſeilles, and 
are now in this City. 

Yet amid{t all the Pleaſure I concetve 1n the 
Preſence of ſo near a Relation as a Mother, I 
am not without ſome Qualms of Fear, leſt 
ſome Unfortunate Occurrence ſhould diſco- 
ver her to beno Chriſtian: For then, the Iflue 
might prove dangerous both to her and 


me. 

As for I/ouf,he deſigns to tarry no longer in 
Parzs, than to inform? himſelf of what is moſt 
Remarkable in this Ciry, and to fatishe.the 0- 
ther Ends of a Traveller. From hence, after 
he has viſited the Chiefeft Cities. in France, 
he talks of travelling into Flanders, Holland, 
Germany, Suedeland, and rhe other Kingdoms 
of Europe. But for Spaip or Portugal, he bas 

no 
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no Thoughts; either out of Fear of the  1z- 
quifition, which is very ſevere in thoſe Coun- 
tries, or out of an Averſion for the People 
who expell'd the Ars, of which he relates 


' very Tragical Stories, which they told him 


during his Reſidence at Aforocco and Fez, In 
a Word, he gives this Character of a Spaniarg, 
That he is a angrel, between a Ian and a 
Devil. - He likes the Company of the French, 
in Regard they converſe with a Narural and 
Unreſerv'd Freedom, which becomes them 
very well. But he has ſpoke with none bur 
Travellers yet, who have been otherwile em- 
ploy'd, than in ſtudying the Artiticial Dit- 
euizes of Conrtiers It he ſojourns the Space 
of Three 1015 in this Kingdom, he will tind 
ſome of the French as Atﬀected in their Way, 
25 other People : He will encounter with a 


' New Sort of Frenchmen in every Province, 


For France is a mere Gal/:maufry, made up of 
the Fragments and Remnants ot other Na- 
tions. They differ alſo in their Langragce, as 
well as in their davzers, one from another. 
$o that the Inhabitants of Gafcorgn and Bre- 
tage, can hardly be underſtood by thoſe of 
Paris and Blois, with the Adjacent Parts. 
Thefe Weſtern People, are not Curious 1n pre- 
ferving the Dialect of their Fathers, but eve- 
ry Age, introduces a Change in their Speec/. 
Netther are they diligent in retaining thetr 
Genealogies, Whereas .in the Eaſt, thou 
know'it, the Langwages remain uncorrupted, 
the ame now as they were Two Thouſand 
Years. ago, or- from the Confuſion of Babel. 

D | The 
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The ſame Care we Arabians have of our Tribes 
and Families. 

Sor, of my Mother, when thou readeſt the 
Two enclos'd, and ſhalt fee the very Hand- 
writing of the Dear O«comiche, and of Jſouf 
our Kinſman ; let thy Heart be like the Val- 
ley of Admoim, Fragrant as a Grove of Spices; 
For then thy Eyes will convince thee, that 
what I write is Truth. 


Paris, 22d. of the 12th. Aeon, 
of the Tear 1654. 


| ——_—— 


LETIER AL 


To Adonai, a Jew, Priſoner in the 
Tower of Nona at Rome. 


*P'HIs comes to thee by the Hand of a 
* truſty Friend: Give entire Credence to 
his Inſtructions. To ſay I'm ſorry to hear of 
thy Misfortune, wou'd but faintly expreſs my 
Paſſion: 'Tis noteafily deſcrib'd in Words [1 
am as Melancholy as an Antelope, when the 
Sun's 1n Comunition with Satwry. This is a 
ſad fort of a Beaſt, that will neither Eat, 

Drink nor Sleep, during that Dull Aſpe&t. 
In Goa s Name, kow cam'ſt thou to be fo 
free with thy Tongue among the Ronans? 
Or, what tempted thee to meddle with their 
Religion and Laws > Was it not enough, that 
thou 


| 
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thou and all the Jews in that City, had Li- 
berty co frequent your Smag:gues, and there 
curſe the Chriſtians in Antiquated Hebrew ; 
muſt you needs Rail at 'em in plain /ralian 
too? And that, over your Cups, when Men 
ought to be good-Natur'd to all the World 2 
Of what import is it to you, whether rhey be 
Idelaters or no, fo long as they give you 
Leave to Adore One God, Creator of the 
Worlds? Or, what fignihes it, -it they are 
Guilry of Ten Thouſand Injultices and Follies 
among themſelves, whilit you live quietly 
under ther Pratection and Government > A- 
dnai, I'm aſham'd of the Immec:ality of thoſe 
ofthy Nation. I bluſh for your Ingratitude, 
Pride and Malice. Surely, if the Nazarenes 
did really believe what they protets, they 
wou'd Sacrifice you all to the Gho/t of their 
Meſjias, whom they ſay, you Crucitya. They 
wou'd not leave a-Jew living in Chri/t endom, 
but do their utmoſt ro exterminate you trom 
the Earth. I ſpeak nor' this as my Wiſh ; but 
only to upbraid your Impertinence and Va- 
nity, in thus fooliſhly provoking thote, with 
whoſe Permitlion it is, that you live and en- 
ly the Elements. 

The Prophet Moſes, your Law-Giver, left 
you another Rule, a Leſſon of Civility, when 
be faid, Te ſhall not _ the Gods of the 
People. Had thou and thy Companions o- 
bey'd this Precept, ye might have been ar Li- 
derty : But 'tis =L falling inro the Hands of 
the /xqi/ition. However, 1 am glad to hear, 
that you are not I to the Caſtle of 
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St. Angelo. That would have been a Tragi- 
cal Remove, at this JunCture. But now, as 
I'm inform'd, not one of you 1s in Danger: 
For, they lay, that all the Priſoners in Rome, 
are by Cuſtom releas'd upon the Death of the 
Pope, except thoſe who are in that Fatal] For- 
treſs. And 'tis Generally ſuppos d, the good 
Old Caliph is no long liv'd Man. For, they 
never uſe to remove the Priſoners defign'd for 
De: th, till rhe Phyſicians are paſt all Hopes 
of the Huly Father s Lite. 

However, in Regard there 1s no Cer- 
tainty in Human Afﬀeairs, but a perpetual 
Change and Circulation of Events; leſt ſome 
Unhappy Turn of Fortune ſhou'd either now 
continue thy Reſtraint, or hereafter bereave 
thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here enclosd, 
a Receipt of a Chymical Liquor, which may 
be of tome Service to thee, in the ſtrongeſt 
Prifon on Earth, 'Twas reveal d to me by 
my Mother, who learnd it of an Zgyptian 
Artiſt at Caire, Deſpile 1t not, becauſe it 
comes from a Woman's Hand : For I have 
made an Experiment of it, and find it effe- 
Etual. 'Twill render Iron as brittle as Glaſs, 
*'Tis more powertul than the Water of the Ri- 
ver Sr3x, which no Veſlel cou'd hold, bur the 
Hoot of a /4zle. After an Hours Applica- 
tion, thou may '{t make the thickeſt Barrs, 
Chains and Bolts, fliein a Thouſand Pieces, as 
if they were made of Porcelary. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou 
confider'it the Innumerable ftrange Inventions 
of Men prying into the Secrers of ——_— 

an 
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and Fortunate in their Searches: Above all 
Chymiſtry has brought to light the greatelt 
Prodigies of Art, and Knowledge. This My- 
ſerious Science, was the peculiar Boaſt of the 
Primitive Egyptians, from whom all other 
Nations learn dit» And had not Moſes him- 
ſelf been! inſtructed from his Youth 1n- all che 
Learning of Egypt, perhaps he would have 
been at a Loſs, when he Calcin'd the Golaez 
Calf, and gave the Duſt to the //-ae/ites tobe 
mix'd in their Drink, as the only Expiation 
of their /do/atry, Doubtleſs, this Secret, a- 
mong others, was tran{mitted down to thoſe 
Times from Philemon, the good Prieſt, who 
was in the Number of them who eſcapd the 
Floed in Neab's Ark , and whoſe Grand Son 
Mafar, was the Firſt King in Egypt after the 
Deluge. 

Philemon, the better to eſtabliſh the State 
of his Off- /þring, reveal'd to them many Hid- 
den Things ; taught them the Hieroglyphicks 
of the Dgebel Pharan, or the Pyramids, with 
all the Myfteries of the Tali/ſmans, and the 
Chymical Preparations of Moncatam; the for- 
cible Waters and Eſſences, Powders and other 
Ingredients, by which they made Marble as pli- 
able as Wax or Clay. Theſe Things he had 
learn'd of thoſe who periſh'd in the F/o9d: He 
retain'd the :/aom of the Ancients, his Co- 
evals and Predeceſſors; leaving the Rudi- 
ments of ſo profound a Knowledge to his Po- 
ſterity, as an Invaluable Treaſure, of which 
they cou'd never be robb'd. Thus, Science 

came Hereditary to the Coptites, who 
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bear that Name from Coptims, the Son of 11a- 
ſar, the Firſt King of Evpt, fince the Rain- 
bow appear'd in the Clouds. And, 'twas from 
one of that Race, my Mother learn'd that 
Admirable Secret. 

Truſt not to Words,but try the Experiment. 
The Receipt will give thee all Neceflary Dire- 
Qtions, Yet I counſel thee not to be big with 
it, like him who having found out th: Art of 
making Glaſs Malleable, or ft to be beat by 
the Hammer inte any Shape or Figure, as 
the Silver-Smiths work their Metal; muſt 
needs go and diſcover his Secret to the Prixce, 


expecting a great Reward. When, on the 


contrary, he loſt his Head on the Spor; the 
Prince thinking it great Injuſtice, that ſo ma- 
ny Thouſand People as got their Bread by ma- 
king of Common Glaſſes, ſhou'd be all ruin'd, 
to promote one Man's Profit and Advantage. 
In fine, uſe this Secret to ſerve thy ſelf, or 
the Ca»/e thou art engag'd in: But truſt it 
not to another, unleſs on the ſame Equal 
Terms as I commit it to thee, wherein the 
greater Hazard is thine in divulging it. 


Paris, 15th. of the 1{t» ſoon. 
of the Tear 1655: 


LETTER 
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To Mekemet, oxce au Eunuch-Page 
in the Seragio, but wow an Exile 
in Egypt, at Grand Caire. 


V Hen I rſt heard of thy Bariſhment 

from the Imperial Patace and City, 
think not that 1 was fad. or entertain'd the 
uſual Sentiments of a Friend, on fuch Occa- 
fhons- No: I tell thee on the contrary, 1 re- 


« Id, (yet not with the Joy of an Enemy) at 
- that Seeming Misfortune, as knowing it has 


deliver'd thee from a Real one, in which, accor- 
ding to my Preſages, all the Attendants ot thy 
ſs the Old Qzeer, were ſoon atter 1n- 
voivd. 

Thou art oblig'd to Bacchxs, for that For- 
tunate Calamity ; which tho' it for a while 
eclips'd thy Honour, yet was the onely Means 
to fave thy Life. 

When I formerly ſent thee an Account of 
my Impriſonment here, and how I was re- 
gald by my Keeper at a Banquet of Wine ; 
when in that Letcer I play'd the Advocate for 


the Juice of the Grape, l little thought that thou 
, wou'dſt ever make an Experiment of that 


Bug-bear-Liquor. Tho' I know 'tis common, 
even in the Serag/io, to drink Wire privately, 
and chaſe away Melancholy, the Conſtant Fa- 
miliar of Reſtraint and Servitude, with gene- 
rous Compotations- 
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I am no ſtranger to the counterfeit Sicknef$ 
of thoſe, who for the Sake of this ſtollen Mirth 
put themſelves into the Þyfirmary, that they 
may there carouſe with Freedom, and drink 
Healths to the Grand Sienior without Suſpi- 
C10N, 

Were it not for the convenient Situation of 
that Apartment, and the Favour of the 5 
/tzngi's, no Wine cou'd find Admittance into 
the Serag/io, fave what is for the Grand Signior's 
Liſe. Bur now his $/aves drink it as mernily 
as he: And Iam not ſorry, that thou art one 
of the Number. *'Tis a groundle(s Superſti- 
tion, to refuſe the Gift of Divine Liberality, 
and &r.y our ſelves the Uſe of that Plant, 
which was made to chear the Hearts of 1or- 
"tals, Nay, our Holy Traditions themſelves, 
and all our Des&ors tacitely own, that the 
Vine is allowable, in that it was ſavd, among 
the Reſt of the Vegetables, by Noah in the 
Ark: And that Holy Prophet cursd the Devil 
tor (t2aling it away. Perhaps the Story will 
ncr be Linyleaſant to rhee. 

When Gcd commanded Noah, with his 
Companions, to deſcend out of the Ark in 
Peace, they built them Houſes, and began to 
exerciſe Hasvandry; They fowed Corn, and 
re Seeds of other Vegetables: They planted 
allo all Sorts of Trees ; but when they came 
to look for the Vine, it cou'd not be found. 
Then it was told Voar by the Arge!, that the 
Devi had itollen it away, as having ſome 
Right to it- Wherefore Noah cited the De- 
4 to. appear before the Avge!, in the _—_ 
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of God, to anſwer his Thefr. The Ange/ gave 
Judgment, Fhat the Yine ſhou'd be divided 
between 'em into Three Parts. whereot the 
Devi! ſhou'd have Two, and Noan One: To 
Whereby 1t 1s 
evident, that Man has tome Snare in the Tuice 
of the Grave. For, this was the Decifhon of 
Gabrie!, That when Two Tairas of the Li- 
quor of this Fruit, ſhou'd b2 evaporated away 
n boyling over the Firz, the Remainder 
ſhou'd be lawtul tor No and his Po/terity to 
drink: And rhou know'lt, we 1Z:[ulmans 
generally obey this Zaw, in preparing our 
Wines | 

Let the Devi/ therefore, m the Name of 
God, have his Share in this Tempting Fruit, 
and then there can be no Injuttice in enjoying 
our own Part. For, when that which Inevrt- 
ates, 1s ſeparated . by Fire trom the Reſt, this 
Liquor b:comes pure, holy, and vleſi:d. This 
is the Sentence of the Ancients, the Immedi- 
ate Auditors of the /eſſenger of God, as 1s to 
be ſeen in the Manuſcripts they letr behind 
them ; which though they are rare and diffi- 
cult ro be met with, yet ſuch as diligently 
ſeek Wiſdom, ſhall not loſe their Labour. 
Abu Becre Ebn Mahamet, has taken great 
Pains to collect the Memoirs of Antiquity. 
He was a Learned Doffor among my Coun- 
trymen, of the Hoſe of Szlpha, (may he reſt 
under the Vmbrella's of Paradiſe:) From him 
I had this Relation. 

Bur, tell me, -my dear A{hemer, if thou 
xow ft, how: cam'ft thou ro be rhe only 
D 5 Man 
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Man that had the good Fortune to be Sentenc'd 
to this Happy Dilgrace Or, it thou art Ig- 
norant, I will tell thee. For, it ſeems, the 
Reſt of thy Company in that Nights-Revel 
were diſcover'd as well as thou, yet elcapd all 
Cenfure. It looks, asif they were de{gnedly re- 
ſerv'd for Victims, to a more Inexorable Re- 
venge- And, the Event juſtifies this Conje- 
Aure: Since within the Circuit of a /oon, 
not onely they, but all the ſurviving Creatures 

of the Sultana Kioſem, were ſtrangld. 
Therefore again I pronounce thee Happy 
and. doubly bleſs'd in. being an Exile, ſince 
thereby thou haſt eſcap'd the Hands of the 
Executioner, and art now living in Egypt, 
the moſt Fortunate Regiox on Earth. Aſcribe 
this to thy Propitionus Deſtiny, and to the Fa- 
vour of Solyman Kyzlar Aga: Who foreſeeing 
the Slaughter that wou'd be made of that 
Old Laeer's Servants, took this Opportu- 
nity to accule thee tothe Graz4d Signior, that 
ſo he might ſave thy Life» For, 'twas at his 
Interceſſion, thou wert baniſh'd into this 
Happy Province, which 1s call'd the Narſe 
of all Nations. Improve thy Exileto the beſt 
Advantage; and from this NNzrſe, ſuck the 
Afilk ot Science with which ſhe has formerly 
Nouriſh'd the Whole Earth. Be grateful 
alſo to thy Deliverer; for, he is a Truſty 
Friend, and Unchangeable, where he once 
places his AﬀeCtion. - He had a particular 
Kindneſs for thee. From him I receiv'd the 
News of thy Eſcape; for that is the proper 
Name of thy Baniſhment- Pour forth de- 
VOur 
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yout Ora:/ons for his Health and Happineſs : 
Since thou art in a Lana, where the Prayers of 
Muſſulmans are as effectually heard at ſome 
Particular Places, as it they were utter'd at the 
Tomb of the Prophet. 

I counſel thee, to viſit the Pri/on of Joſeph, 
which is in the Dwngeon of the Ca/tle of Caire. 
This is a Place of great Devotion among the 
Faithfal, and has been fo in all Ages, fince 
the Death of that Patriarch. Moſes the Pro- 
phet, of whom it is faid, hat Le aired in the 
Embraces of God, made his Prayers in this 
Place; and fo did Aaron, his Brother, when 
they perform'd thoſe Afiracles in Egypt. 
Telus the Son of Mary, vilited this Place, both 
he and his Mother (on whom are center'd 
the Smiles of the Creator :) They there per- 
form'd their Devotions, when they fled from 
the Perſecution of Herod. So did the Pre- 
phets, and Apoſtles, as many as were in Zy ypr, 
with all Trae Believers, Nay, ſome of the 
Isfidels themſelves, having heard of the Re- 
nown of this Santtaary, made their Addreſſes 
to Heaven there, in Time of great Diſtreſs. 
For,nere Prayer- are infallibly heard, eſpecially 
if they be ſaid afrer the S»» has travers'd the 
Meridian; when the — Demons arealleep, 
who walk abroad till or, doing all the 
Miſchief they can- 

My Friend, when I think of the Region 
where thou art, I can hardly torbear envying 
thee. 'Tis a Land of Prodigies and Miractes.. 
It is the Support of Men, and the Grazary of * 
the: Yorid. .e Thoſe. who Inhabir it, are _ 
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of Complacency and Joy ; and thoſe who a- 
bandon ir, burn with a perpetual Defire to re- 
turn. Its Rivers are Clear, and the Waters 
Sweet and Rich as ine. The Eye of God is 
upon it, who cauſes the NV;/e to flow at his 
accuſtom'd Seaſon, whence the Land is mads 
fertile beyond all the Provinces on Earth. This 
Nile is one of the Rivers which God Cauſed 
to deſcend from the Springs of Paradiſe, on 
the ings of Gabriel; and has hid the Place 
of its Deſcent, among the Inaccellible Heights 
of Mountain. 

There are many ſtrange Things related of 
the Land of Alphiom, and how it was Firſt 
Manur'd by Joſeph, being before his Time but 
a Fen or Marſh. The Story allo of Hagar, 
the Mother of all the 1/maelires, is not Lin- 
pleaſant; Thou wilt find it in the Chronicles 
of Egypt: For ſhe was an Egyptian, of the 
Family ot the Coptites ; and was beſtow'd on 
Sarah, the Wife of our Father Ibrahim, by 
Charoba, the King of Egypt's Daughter. After 
ſhe was diſmils'd from her Lady, ſhe travell'd 
to Mecca; trom whence ſhe ſent a Diſpatch 
to the King of Egypr, to acquaint him with 
her Afﬀairs, and with tne Birth of her Son 1/- 
mael, imploring his Afliſtance, in Regard ſhe 
was ina Land barren of all Things. Then 
the King of Egypt causd a Canal to be cut 
from the Nile, at the Foot of the Exfters. 
Mountains of Eg ypt, tothe Red Sea; and ſent 
Veſſels laden with Corn, Fruits, and all Man- 
ner of Neceflary Provifions to Hagar. 
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If thou addreſieſt to the Feet of the Doors 
the Venerable; Prelates of Caire, they will 
inform thee of more ſtrange Things than theſe. 
It is a Noble Exerciſe, to Contemplate the . 
Kingdom of the Heavens and the. Earth ; to 
ſearch into their Wonders and Prodigies ; to 
trace the Foot-Steps of Ancient Nations, and- 
the Traditions which know no Origin. 

Mehemet, I am an Exile as well as thou : 
Let us continue our former AY in this 
State, and do one another all the Good Offices 
we can- As for the Misfortunes of Human 
Lite, let us bear them with an Equal Mind. 
For, they will ſoon have an End, as well as 
we our ſelves. 

May God, whoin the Time of Gog and Aa- 
gog, took up from the Earth the Great Alcoran, 
and the Sheets of Science; the Black Stone, 
and the Shrine of Moſes, with the Five Ri- 
vers; have thee in his Holy Prote&tion and 
_ at the Hour of Evil, and at all 

imes. 


Paris, 26th. of the 1ſt. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


ou may ſt report it to the Divas for a cer. 

tain Truth, That the Chief Idntt: of the 
Chriſtians is dead : Which puts all the Courts 
in Exrope, upon new Strains of Palzcy. 

He was call'd Dmocent X. after his Aſſum- 
'ptibn to the Ang : For, his true Name was 
Pamphilio. But ſome fay, it has been a Cu- 
tom -for the Popes to change their Names, e- 
ver ſince a certain Prieff was lifted to that 
Dignity, who was call'd Bocca de Porco, or 
Hogs- Face. He, aſham'd of this Ignominious 
Name, as ſoon as he fate in the Chair of Peter, 
allum'd the Name of Sergizs. Yet, all his 
S$xcceſſors, have not oblerv'd that Rule. 

Theſe Popes have an Authority, greater 
than our Principal! ufti, For, they are 
obey d by Kings and Emperours. And being 
eſteem'd little leſs than Gods on Earth, they 


ronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre- 
tates, and Foreign Embaſſadors at that Time 
in Kome, And, tor that End, they are ſeated 
on the Altar, which the Nazarenes call, The 
Tabernacle and Habitation of their God. 

If I miſtake not in my Obſervations, theſe 
Roman Caliphs aſpire at a Sovereignty over all 
Kings and Princes: They wou'd make that 
which they call the Eherarchy, a Superlative 
Indenendent 
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are ſolemnly Ador'd on the Day of their Co- / 
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Independent /fonarchy, ro which all the Go- 


" pernments in the World, ſhould pay Hewage, 


and be Subject. 

This puts me in Mind of a certain Preacher 
at Naples, who ſome Years when Adonas 
the 7ew was in that City, and happen'd to-be 
preſent in the Chxrch, having made a very 
Elaborate Speech to perſuade the People, That 
the Prieſts were Superiour to Kings; at length 
he broke out into this Paſſionate Exclamartion: 
0Je Princes of Chriſtendom, ye are Pharaohs, 
and we Prieſts are your Gods; O ye Pharaohs, 
obey your Goas! Te can only command the Crea- 
ture, but we make the Creator himſelf come 
down on the Altars, at our Pleaſure. This 
Relation I had from the Jew, in his Travels 
through /caly, And it is afferted by ſome of 
their Dottors, That the Pope has not only Power 
to Excommunicate the Greateſt Prince on Earth, 
but alſo to pull a Saint out of Paradiſe, and 
ſend him to Hell, | 

It they cou'd perſuade the Nazarene Prin- 
ces and People to believe they have ſuch an 
Exorbitant Power perhaps m Time they might 
reduce em to as blind a Swperſtition, as the 
Ancient Kings of Egypt were Guilty of, who 
were ſo beſotted to their Prieſts, that when 
he whom they call'd the Cater, or Maſter of 
the Celeſtial Influences commanded the King * 
to Kill himſelf, for that it was the 4/7. of 
Heaven, the poor bigotted Jonarch, durit 
not diſpute the Orders he had receiv'd, but-in 
imple Obedience became his own Mur- 
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_ Thoſe Egyptian Prieft iefts 'indeed, were Aa © 
s - great Scrence, profound Aſtrologer s. 3 # 
Mathematicians, and perfettly F 
skill'd in the Secrets of Natural Magick: They 


. perform! tranſcending the more Com- 


mon and- Works: of Nature: By 
which it was eaſy, to ſtrike a Terrour into the 
Hearts of Ignorant Mortals- But, astor theſe 
Nazarene Prieſts; all that they can boaſt of is, 
that they have read the Hiftories of Former 
Times, and are able to diſcourſe in Philoſophy 
and other Sciences, without having the Power 
to work any Proaigies: Unleſs thou wilt 
count it one, To keep ſo many Warlike 1Va- 
tions in a Servile Awe of their Authority, with 
the bare Pretence, of turning a P:ece of Bread 
into a God. 

Yet for all this, there are many Poor Pre- 
lates, and other Ecclefiaſticks , who are inve- 
ſted with Empty Titles, having little or no 
Revenues: Among which, the Poverty of 
{ome is ſo Remarkable, as to become a Pro- 
verb. Thus, 'tis Common in the Mouths of 
the Romans to ſay, The Pope's Mule fares 
better than the Biſhop of Orvietto. 

Illuftrious Baja, live thou in the Fah of a 


Muſſulman, and the Favour of the Grand Sig: | | 


»or. For, in that State, thou may | deſpits 
the Greateſt of theſe Eccle/raſtich Infidels. 


Paris, 13th. of the 2d. Xoor, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER 
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To the Katmacham. 


] Believe, the Secretary of the Nazarene Af- 
, fairs takes me to be a Conjwrer, and thinks 
- | that I can, divine of all the Changes and A- 
terations that happen at the Porr, or that I 
bave ſome Magical Glaſs, which repreſents 
y | tome the continued Series of remote Events, 
7 | with all the TranſaRtions of the Imperial 
Court, Camp, and City: Or elſe he wou'd 
not be ſo late in his Ds/patches, andiſend me 
h | {uch Imperfect News. I am forc'd many 
14 | Times, to addreſs my Letters by Gueſs ; not 
knowing, whether the Perſon to whom I 
write be in the ſame Station he was a while 
o, or whether he be among the Ziving; or 
no | 1e Dead: Whether I ſhou'd diredt my Ds/- 
of _ to Conſtantizople, or to the Elyzian 
ades. 
of | _ My Intelligence of the ſuſſulman Afairs, 
-e | $ many Times more oweing to the French 
Merchants who trade in the Levart, or to the 
fa | Expreſſes which come from Embaſſadors reſi- 
ig: | ding at Conſtantinople ; than to that Secretary, 
oils whoſe Care it ought to be, that I ſhou'd 
timely inform'd of whatever happens in the 
Oſman Empire. 
Surely, K:ſur Dramelec has ſome Deſign 
fon me, in being always thus tardy and ne- 
ent, I ſcarce hear from him once in _ a 
car, 
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Year; whereashe is commanded by his Swup*- 'Þ 
rIenrs as as wine, to write to me every Þ 
Afoon, And then, he ſends tne ſuch a Lame 
Account of Things, fuch Fragments and 
Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Com 
went, to make 'em Intelligible. 
© About Four: Years ago, I modeſtly tax'd 
him with this Negle&, when I had Reaſon to 
. doit in my own Vindication, to finezim 
Alnph, Baſſa. But Kſwr heard of it, and 
was very Angry. He ſent me a Letter, full of 
Invectives, which I anſwer'd with a Kind of 
Indifference, mixing Railery with my Juſter 
 Reſentments- How that work'd on him, I 
know not | but his Reſervedneſs ever fince, 
makes me conclude he ftudies Revenge; | 
and that he takes this Method to accompliſh 
it, by keeping me as much in Ignorance, as 
he dares, of the Changes and other Important 
Occurrences at the, AdHſterions Port. He 
knows it wou'd be a Crime little leſs than 
Capital, not to write to me at all: Such a 
wilful Contumacy wou'd ſtreight proclaim 
him a Traytor ; fince, among the other In- 
ſrutions which were given him with his 
Commiſſion, this Charge was none of the leaſt, 
That he ſhou'd ſend frequent Intelligence to 
all the Grand Signior's Agents, whether Pub- 
lick or Private, in the Comrts of Nazarene 
Princes, He is ſenſible, That ſuch a Maniteſt 
Contempt of Supreme Axthority, wou'd abſo- 
—_ ruine him. Therefore he goes more 
ily to work. For, he writes indeed, 
but, very ſeldom» And then, with _— 
I CC, 
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only 6lling up his Letters wich Trifling Stories, 


and I Relat: 
EEE ED Sue 


ypon me the Diipleaſure of the Graxdees, 


through the Miſtakes I may -commit, for 
Want of better Advertiſement. 

Be it how-it will, I am ftrangely at a Loſs 
ſometimes, what to think, or how to write 
tomy Swpericxrs; or what Sort of Conduct 
Iſhou'd uſe in this Place, _—_— man o_ 
rious Reports as are continually ſpread a 
in Exrope, concerning, the Afairs of the Se- 
replio, the Shining City, and other Parts of 
the Ottoman Empire: Whilſt this K:/ar ſtill 
delays to aſcertain me of any Thing. 

I bave been wholly a Stranger, till within 
theſe few Days, to the Fate of the Captain 
Baſſa, who was ſtrangled about a Year 
for his Cowardiſe and ill Condutt againft 
Venetians. Neither knew I any Thing of the 
Adventure and Flight of his Song. 1 was e- 


 qually Ignorant of the Succeſſion of the Baſſa 


of Buda in this Important Command; and 
- many other changes both by Lend, and 
4, 


So at preſent, here. are a Thouſand Ru- 
mours ſtirring about one Thing or other in 
the Eaſt. Some ſay, that Chuſacin Baſſa is 
firangl['d, and that the Captain Baſſa, is made 
Vizir Azem in his Stead. Others report, that 
the Fir/# Miniſter was only depos'd from 
that Supreme Dignity, the Seals being aeſuts 

om 


from him 
to 
andia A Third fort affirm, that he intend- 
ed to turn Chri/tien, holding a ſecret Corre- 
fi ce with the Patriarch of Jeruſalem, 
whoſe Means, and a General Revolt of the 
recks, Armenians, and other Chriſtians un- 
der the Grand Signior's Juriſdiction, he ſought 
to betray the Ottoman Blood, and exalt him- 
ſelf to the Empire. 

I am not willing to believe, that ſuch Mon- 
ſtrous Perfdy, cou'd enter into the Heart of 
that Illuſtrious Hero; yet know not how to 
contraaict it, for Want of true Advice. 

It is reported alſo, That Signior Capello, the 
Venetian Baito or Reſident, at the Happy Port, 
has kill d himſelf with a Ponyard : Being dri- 
. ven to Deſpair, by his long Confinement, and 
the cruel Uſage he had receiv'd from the 12uſ- 
ſulmans. Goa knows whether it be true or no, 
It wou'd be muck to my Satisfaftion, to have 
a particular Account of all theſe Things, and 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice. 
For, how can I diſcharg'd my Truſt, whilſt I 
am thus kept in the Dark. 

They tallwhere of a Violent Plagze that 
rages in Moſcovy, and that above 200000 Peo- 

le have died of it in the City of co only, 
des Millions that have been ſwept away in 
the Provinces of that Vaſt Empire. Thoſe 
that really know not themſelves, nor are ac- 
quainted with their own Natere, will yet pre- 
tend-to penetrate into the Coun/e/s of the Om- 
w#potent, and pronounce this as a Fadgment 
on 


pa that nevertheleſs, he ſtill con- 
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General of the Sultan's Forces in' 
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on the Mcovites, for the Cruelties they 
have committed in Poland. Doubtles, the 


Methods of Fate are In[crutable. 

In the mean while, we are a here with 
aCrew of Yagabonas, whom they call Gypfies,or 
Egyptians: For, they pretend to be deſcended 
from that Place. - They ſwarm up and down 
the m_y like Caterpifars, devouring the 
Fruirs of the Earth. They boaſt of a Pro- 
found Skill in Palmeſtry, Phyfiognomy, and 0- 
ther Sciences, cheating People of their Money, 
under the Notion of telling them their For- 
tuner. No Body knows from whence they 
come, or whither they go. For, they are as 
uncertain as the Wind, A Naſty Generation, 
and the very Burden of the Land. If any Crea- 
tures be oblig?d to them, 'tis the ice and 
Rats, with whom they ſeem to be in League» 


| For, they Kill and Eat all the Cats they ſeize 


ON- 
Illuſtrious 24»:;/er, I pray Heaven defend 
thee from all Sorts of Plagzes and YVermin, 


- but eſpecially from Ifonſters in Human Shapes 


Paris, 26th. of the 2d. oor, 
. of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER 


LETTER XV. 


_* Tothe ſame, * | 


I 
ted mez I cannot pur 'em out of my 
Mind. - And, perhaps, it will neither be im- 
pertinent nor troubleſome, to give thee a far- 
ther Information of them. ; 
There are (everal Opinions concerning the 
Original of theſe Vagrants, and they have been 
thought worthy to be inſerted into Hiſtories. 
Some ſay, they came out of Zartary or Scthia, 
and that they fhrit appear d in theſe Parts, a- 
bout the Year 1417- of the Chriſtians Hegira, 
At which Time; they enterd into Saxony in 
Troops, - having the Paſiport of Sigi/mund 
King of Hungary, and Son of Charles IV, 
They had alſo the Recommendations of divers 
other Princes, who look'd on them as Holy 


AS am alive, theſe Gp/ies have enchan- 


Perſons or Prophets. For they pretended, that 


they were commanded by Goa, to travel over 
the Whole Earth, and not to have either Hou- 
ſes or Lands in their own Poſſfhon: And, 
that this was enjoin'd 'em as a Pennance,to ex- 
piate the Sin of their Anceſtors ; who inhabi- 
ring Egypt in the Days of Feſws, the Son of 
Mary, the Chriſtians Meſſtas, refus'd to en- 
tertain that Holy Propher and his other, 
=_ they fled trom the Perſecution of He- 


Others 
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-. Others are of Opinion, thas they came firſt 


out of Per aa, are of the Race of thoſe 


who Adore the Fire. Being forcd onee in 


Syen Years, to make Decrmations of their 


18 Avark and fend away many Caravans, to 


their Fortune in Foreign Countries; Perſia 


not being able to ſuftain their Numerous Pro- 
gow. 


A Third Sort affirm, That they are the Po- 
ferity of the Ten Jewiſh Tribes, that were 
carried away Captives by Sal/amanaſſar, King 
of Aria. No Body knows for certain what 
they are, or of whence. They are of ſwarthy 
Complexions, wrapt up in Mantles of Cotton 
or Wool: They ſpeak Seven Languages, pro- 
fels Three Sciences, obey One King or Gene- 
ra, who always travels with 'em. The [t«- 
hens call ?tm Cingari, from a Word in their 
Language which fhgnifies a Kind of Water- 
Fowl, that has no certain Neſt, but is forc'd 
every Night to ſeek a New Lodging : For fo 
theſe Eg yptians rove from Place to Place. The 
Germans call them Zingener, from the Word 
Zinael, which is the conſtant Appellative of 
the Kg of theſe Ramblers; as rach was 
of Old among the Gypſies, and Ceſar a- 
mong the Romans. In many Things they re- 
ſemble the Torlakins and Faquirs of the Eaſt; 
boaſting of extraordinary Illuminations, and 
a conſtant Familiarity with God: Tho' ſome 
Learned Men among the Nazarenes, eſteem 
em no berter than a Crew of Cheats and Hy- 
pocrites: Even as they do thoſe Or;eutal San- 
'ones; who, they ſay, under the” Maſque of 

an 


an Uncommon Holineſs, commit a Thouſand 
Villainies. / 

God beft knows, what Judgment is to be 
made either of the One or the Other. But 
theſe Egyptians, as they call 'em, whether they 
are really ſuch, or no, have no great Marks of 
Santtity, inthat they are very Vnclean. They 
ſeldom or never Waſh themſelves, bur like 
the Sine, wallow in all manner of Filthineſs 
eating Prohibired Meats, and having their 
Women in Common,which are the Two Sour- 
ces of all Impurity. 

As to the Faquirs of the Eaſt, they are 
ſtrict Obſervers of the Law of Abſtinence and 
Cleanneſs; whether they be 11uſſ#lmans, of 
the Gentiles of India. And it in other Mat- 
ters, they may be found faulty, 'tis very rare: 
And then they exceed not the Charatter of 
Humanity, which thou know'ſt, is by Natare 
prone to Error, and ſubject to a Thouſand 
Frailties and Overfights. We are all Men, 
and God does not expe& our Condudt to be 
that of Ange/s. His Repoſe is in himſelt; and 
it he takes any Complacency in the Things of 
the World, 'tis in beholding every Thing att 
according to its Nature. Theexquilite Form 
and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or a. Piſ- 
mire, with the Inimitable Architecture of the 
Two Former, and the Admirable Providence 
of the Latter, may, for ought we know, af- 
ford him as inuch Delight, as the moſt cele- 
brated Beauty, Strength, Science, and Perfor- 
mances of Men- For, his Power and Wiſdom, 


are Equally manifeſt in All Things. Every 
Creature 
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Creature is Perfect in its Kind, onely a Wicked 
Manis a Blot in the Vmverſe. 

Would{ thou know what the Ye/tern NVa- 
| z4renes are moſt bulie about at this Time? 
Tis the E/z£t:0 of a New Pope, He 1s to be 
choſen by the College of Carainals, who are 
Princes of the Roman Church. They are all 
fhut up in a Place, which they call the Cox- 
clave. This is 2 certain Gallery in the Palace 
of the Vatican at Rome; where every Caras- 
1d has his Cell or Apartment by himfelt, ha- 
ving onely Two Servants to attend him. The 
Conclave 1s ſurrounded by the Roman Alitia, 
to prevent all Intercourſe by Letters, or other 
Ways, between thoſe without, and thoſe 
within» The very Diſhes waich are ferv'd up 
at the Tables of the Cardinals, are narrowly 
fearcn'd, lett any Letters ſhou'd be convey d 
n them. The laſt Poſts from Rome aflure us, 
That there were no leſs than 66 Cardinals 
thus ſhut up, when they left chat City. And, 
there they muſt remain Night and Day, with- 
out taking the freſh Air, or ſeeing any Body, 
till they have agreedin their E/e&t:on,There are 
Two Phyſicians, a Surgeon, and an Apothecar 
ſhut up with'er,to ſerve'em in Caſe of Sicknels. 

One of the Conclaviſts is the Cardinal de 
Retz, who eſcapd out of his Priſon in this 
Kingdom, and fled to Rome for Protection. 
From whence he ſent a Letter to the Arch-Bi- 
ſhips, and other Prelates of France; which be- 
ng pronounc'd a Seditions Libel! agaiuft the 
king and the Government, was in the End of 
ttelaſt 409 burnt publickly by the = h 

E Order, 
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Order, and all Copies of ir prohibited. 

The King has alto ſent private Inſtructions 
to the Cardinals of his Party at Rome, to keep 
a ſtrit Watch on the Conduct of ae Rez, 
and to oppoſe him in all Things. 

Here 1s nothing but Caballing and Intrigue 
among theſe /»fidels: They are good at a Stra- 
tagem, and know better how to undermine 
one another, than to face their Enemies in the 
open' Field : Which is a Character more ſuit- 
able to Women than Men. Whereas thou 
know {t, our Hero's in the Ea/f, know no 
other Way to Honour, Victory and Empire, 
than by downright Bravery and Reſolution, 
ſabduing all Things by the Force of their 
Arms. But Goa, when he divided the N4- 
tions of the Earth, and ſeparated the Sons of 
Neeb, aflign'd to every onea difterent Conſtel. 
* lation, 2ccording to whoſe Influence, the Ge. 
nixs of each People is diſpos'd. They all obey 
the Dictates of their Particular Stars, and the 
Orders of Eternal Deſtiny, 

Therefore, Sage Miniſter, fince Mars is 
the Planet of the Sons of 1/macl, and the 4 
ſcenaant of the Ottoman Empire, there is n0 
Need that we ſhou'd turn Apoſtates from the 
Star of our better Fortune, to court the Glas 


ces of Mercury, who is onely the Guardiand 
Knaves and Cheats. 


Paris, the 26th. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 


The End of the Firſt Book, 
LETTER) 
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LETTER TI. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the 
Grand Signior, 


Ormerly I cou'd have writ to thee with 
as much Freedom, as I cou d to Egr: 
Boinon, (on whom reit the Favours of 
Goa) or as I can now to Gnet Orglow, 

tomy Brother Peſte/s Hal, or to any ot my 
Familiar Friends. But when I con{1der the 
Eminent Station thou poſleſleſt, in that the 


Health and Life of the dighty Emperonr is 
| E 2 


now 
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row committed to thy Skill and Care, I am 
many Times at a Stand how to addreſs my 
felf. Methinks, thou art tinctur'd with the 
Majeſty of that Perſonage, whoſe Hand thou 
{o often haſt the Honour to touch, when re. 
quir'd to diſcover by the beating of his Pxlſe, 
the Interiour Maladies which afflict his Royal 
Sol. Yet I know thou (till retaineſt thy 
Humanity, and wilt not deſpiſe thoſe whom 
= haſt once thought worthy of Friend- 

IP. 

Suffer me then to converſe with a Phloſe 
phick Freedom, that is, in an Addreſs void of 

Formalities and Reſerves. 

I know 'ris of no Import, whether ab 
m#t be ſick or well, provided the Grand Sy- 
nior be (erv'd. What Ggnity the Languiſhi 
Pains, or more Acute Apgonies of a J/ave, 10 
long as he is able to carry on his Adaſter's In 
tereſt > We are not born for our ſe/ves only, 
but by the very Condition of our Natwr, 
are oblig d to conſecrate our Lives to the Ser- 
viceot others. 'Tis a Reciprocal Debr, from 
which no Mortal is free. Every Man ows 
Something to his Relations, more to by 
Friends, but moſt of all ro the Pabiick. 

Threrefore I make no Complaints of my 
Lot, nor murmur at the #i/! of Deſtiny. .| 
accule not the 'Stars of my Nativity, nor tal 
em with Unkindly Aſetts: Bur am cdv- 
rented with my Fortune, be it Good or Bad, 
and re{12nd to the Pleaſyre of Heaven. 

As Nature has fram'd my Body Infirm and 
Weak, ſubject to a Thouſand Maladies; S08 
my 
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my Mind alſo haraſs 'd with Diltempers which 
have no Number. But above all, I labour 
under a Kind of [ntelleftyal Fever, a perpetu- 
al Thirſt of Knowledge, which all the Books 
and Converſe in the World cannot fatizhe, 
There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples- 
Every Thing appears to me as Ambiguous, 
as the Anſw2rs of the Delphir Oracle, Nay, l 
am 2 perfect Riddle to my (elf. 

Tell me, dear Ha/i, how I ſhall cure this 
Dropſy of the Adina, and I will not trouble 
thee with the Inconfiderable Diſeaſes of my 
Body. I have a high Opinion of you Phyfici- 
«1s: And ſhall put more Conhdence in thy 
Advice, than in the Tefta of the Mufti. Cori- 
ceal not thy Art from /dahmut, who admires 
thee with a Reſpect equal to that which he 
pays to the Memories of Avicen, A! Raxzs, 
Helal, and the Reſt of thoſe excellent Phyſs- 
cans, mention'd in our Arabian Hiſtories. 

And now theſe Ornaments of our ation 
ecome into my Mind, permit them to divert 
me from ſaying or thinking any. more of my 
elf at preſent: For it will be better to turn 
the Diſcourſe to ſuch Illuſtrious Themes. Ar 
_ it will be but an Innocent Digreſ- 
10n. 

In peruſing the Lives of thoſe Famous Men, 
[ meet with ſome Paſſages which are very De- 
lightful. - Perhaps thou haſt ſeen the ſame. 
Yet 'twill do thee no Hurt, to call %*em again 
to thy Remembrance. © 

[ have read in a certain Zannſcript, penn'd 


by Ibrahiw the Son of Helal, a Rgnown'd 


E 3 Phyſt- 
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Phyſician at Badgat, this Memoir of his Father 
* On a certain Day, ſays he, that my Father 
** had adminiſtred Phyſick to the Emperor Ty. 
* 241, for which he was preſented with a Roy. 
" al Ve/t, rewarded with Five Thoutand P:4- 
* ſters, and by the Emperor's Command was 
® carried through the Streets in State, I obſerv'd 
” that he was Penfive amid( all thoſe He 
* nours, and troubled in Mind, when I thought 
” he had greateſt Reaſon to rejoice. There 
© fore 1 ſaid tohim, 415 Father, How comes it to 
* paſs, that you are thus dejetted, at a Time 
” when all the World expetts to ſee you diſſolvd 
"tin Pleaſxre? He anſwerd, Son, He that 
' has beſiow'd theſe Honours on me 15 a Foal, 
" and dees things prepoſterouſly without Reaſon. 
"© And therefore I cannet rejoice at theſe Un. 
" rimely Favours he has ſhew'd me, being ſen- 
* fible they are not the Effetts of his Fudgment, 
" bat of his Ignorance. 1gave him a Cathar- 
" tic Potion, which work'd 7 ſtrongly with him, 
' that it excoriatedhis Bo — __, | hos forth 
” Blood. ' So that I was forc d to uſe a differen 
* Method, both to remove his Diſtemper, and 
"* ſtop the Violent Flux. In the mean while, he 
”* Jenorantly believing, That the Vaiding of (i 
"* mach Blood, procur d him the preſent Eaſe, 
" and Health he feels, therefore order d theſe 
" Honowrs to be dine me which thou ſeeſt, Non 
" that which p—_ me, is my Fear, leſt ſome 
"* Time or other, he may through his Jenerance 
" commit as great an Error on the Contrar) 
* Side, and ſuſpect that I have done him an 
' Injury, when there is no Ground for it, and 
* /o put me to Death. Tell 
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Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phyſician 
Reaſon for his Behaviour and Words? He was 
a Man of Great Abilities, accompliſh'd with 
divers Sciences, and in high Eſteem with the 
Princes and Nobles of Arabia. 

It were worth thy Pains to peruſe frequent- 
ly the Life of Avicen, written by himſelf, 
wherein thou wilt behold the Methods he usd 
fo acquire a Profound Skill in the Scrences : 
How he was at firſt puzzl'd in the deraphyſicks, 
2nd was almoſt driven to Defpair, til] a Dream 
unfolded tro him whatſoever was difficult. 
When he was at a Loſs in any Diſquitrion, 
he usd to frequent the A7/ques, and pour 
forth Devout and Fervent Oraiſens to the 
Source of IntelletFual Lights, till the Thing 
was manifeited to him. He fate up late a- 
Nights, having a Lamp perpetually burning 
in his Chamber, applying himſelt attentively 
toBooks and Contemplation. This was his 
Courſe, till he was Conſummate in all the 
Liberal Sciences, which wasin the Eighteenth ' 
Year of his Age. 

But of all rhe Phyſicians whoſe Names a- 
dorn our Hiſtory, none ſeems Comparable to 
Thabet Eb'n Abrabim, for his Skill in exattly 
Indicating the Cax/es of a Diſtemper by the 
Different Meaſures of the Pulſe. Abul Pha- 
rai, his Contemporargand Friend, writes thus 
of him. * On a certain Day, ſays he, when 
* I was with Thabet Eb'n Abrahim of Har- 
* rain, in the Houſe of Abu Mohammed the 
* Vizir, Abu Adalla Ebno'l Hejai the. Poet 


© being there alſo, reach'd forth his. Hand to | 
E 4 * Thabet 
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« Thabet, defiring him to feel his Pz//e. To 
© whom the Phy/ician forwith reply d, They 
« haſt us d a Groſs Diet, and been Intemperate 
« /n eatire ſowr ilk with Veal. The other 
« anſwering, That it was trae, and all the 
' <& Company admiring; Ab» Abbas the Aſtra. 
&« /oper, alſo reach'd forth his Hand. But when 
&* Thabet had felt his Pulſe, Tho, ſaid he, haft 
« committed an Exceſs in taking too much of 
« Cold Things ; for, as I juage, thou haſt eat 
« abit Fleven Pomegranates. immediately 
&« Abr'l Abbas cry'd out, This 1s a Prophet 
* certainly, and more than a Phyſician ; S he 
« ſpeaks the Truth to aTittle. Every Body was 
&* a{toniſh'd at his Wondrous Knowledge, and 
« T morethan all the Reſt. Wherefore, when 
&* I had him alone, I ſaid, 245 dear Thabet, 
« The Study of Phyſick is Common to us both ; 
« therefore hide nothing from me, but diſcover 
&« freely by what Art you were able to tell, That 
« rhe Poet eat ſowr Milk with Veal, and nt 
« zs well with Beef or Mutton; and that the 
* Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs thay Eleven 
« Pomegranates? He anſwerd, 14» Mind 
© {arpeſted this to me, and prompted my Tongue 
* fo mtter it. Then I defird him to ſhew-me 
* the Scheme of his Nativity: Which he did 
* at his own Houſe. And conſidering it at- 
* tentively, I obſerv'd,, That the Planet 7*- 
« piter was Lord of the Horoſcope. Then I 
< ſaid to him, *Tis this ſbheaks, my Dear Friend, 
«* x0t Jo, ſo often as yore make theſe Fortunate 
* Compeltnres, Thus far Abul Pharai. 
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' Ged knows, whether the Stars have any 
ſuch I»fiuerce on Men in their Birth, or no; 
[ am not very Credulous in this Point. Nor 
can the Authority of the Ancients, or the: 
Charaer of the Per/ian and Chaldean Maes, 
captivate my Mind in an Implicit Faith of 
Things ſo liable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends 
they are Created? Yet I muſt own, -thar 
ſome Men ſeem to be born with Inherent Fa- 
culties, which others can never acquire with 
allthe Art and Induſtry in the World. One 
Man 1s of a Poetick Conſtitution: Another 1s 
Genially inclin'd to P»yfick; a Third excels in 
Mechanicks: Every Man has-his Peculiar 
Gift- And yet perhaps all this while, the 
Stars have Nothing to do in the Matter. How- 
ever, if there be any Truthin Afralgy, the 
Perſians, Chaldeans, Arabians and [ndians, 
ſeem to be the only Men of all Nations, Con- 
ſtellated ro underſtand this Science perfeRtly. 
One knows not whas to think-amid{t ſo many 
Appearances of Truth and Falſhood. Nor can 
our Thoughts be of any great Import, be it 
how it will, in thefs Speculative Matters. At 
the Day of Judgment we ſhall not be ask'd, 
What Proficiency we have made in LZopick, 
Metaphyſicks, Aſtronomy, or any other Sci- 
exce; but, whether - we have liv'd according 
to our Natgre, as Men, endu'd with /- 
rality and Reaſon. In that Hour it wilt more 
avail us, That we have thrown a Handful 
of Flower in Charity to a Neſt of conten» 
ptible Pi/mires, than that we cou'd muſter 

E 5 alt. 
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all the Hoaſts of Heaven, and call every Star 
by its,proper Name- For, then the Conſtel. 
lations themſelves ſhall diſappear, the Sun 
and Moon ſhall give no more Light, and all 
the Frame of Natxre ſhall vaniſh : But out 
Good and Bad Works ſhall remain for ever, 
Recorded in the Archives of Eternity. 

If from this Manner of Writing, thou 
ſhalt conje&ure I am Melancholy, and wilt 
alſo reveal the Caxſes and Remedy of this 
Diſtemper, thou ſhalt be more to me, than 
a Thouſand Avicen's, Helals, Thabet s, or 
all the Phyſicians and Aſtrologers of the Eaſt. 
For, theſe Kind of Thoughts, are Mournful 
as the Shadow of Death, 


Paris, 23d. of the 4th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER II. 
To Afis, Baſla. 


] Know not whether thou wilt praiſe or con- 
demn the Sentence, which the Eleftor of 
$4xo0ny pronouncd not long ago on a Poor 
Fellow for killing a Deer. Yet becauſe there 
is ſomething very Singular in it, I will relate 
the whole Paſſage as I receiv'd it from Nathas 
Sen Saaai, the Jew at Vienna, 
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a the Moon of Chexval, x certain Citizen 
of Wittemberg, was accus d before the Elefor 
for hunting in his Foreſt, and killing one of 
his Deer. The Dake in a Rage, command- 
ed him to be ſet upon a Srag, his Hands 
chain'd to the Horns, and his Feet under the 
Belly of the Beaſt; ordering, that the Srag 
with this Burden, ſhou*d be let looſe to run 
whither he wou'd. The poor frighten'd Stag, 
not being accuſtom'd to ſuch a Load, and - 
terrifed with the rattling of the Chain, ran 
away full ſpeed over Hills and Dales, through 
Thickets of Briars and Thorns, never ſtop- 
ping till it had meaſurd above Three and 
Thirty German Leagues ; and then, tyrd 
with ſo vaſt a Race, he fell down... Art which 
Inſtant, a Caravas was coming by that Place, 
out of $:/efra. 

The poor Wretch on the Back of rhe Srag, 
almoſt dead with the Pains he had undergone, 
in ſo continued and violent a Motion, being 
alſo ſorely bruis?d and his Fleſh torn and 
mangl'd by the Bough of Trees, as the Stag 
ruſh'd through thick Woods; cry'd aloud to 
the Caravan, begging that ſome of them 
wou'd in Mercy diſpatch him out of his Tor- 
ments. But they, either for fear of the Dake's 
Diſpleaſure, or for other Reaſons, refus'd him 
this Kindneſs. So that after the Stag had reſted 
a-while, and recovered new Spirits, he began 
a freſh Career ; and never ceas'd running, till 
he arriv'd at a certain Monaſtery or Convent of 
Religjous, where he beat againſt the Gate with 
kis Horns, till ſome of the Derviſes open'd 

it, 


"0 


lr. and let him in. They aſtoniſh'd to ſee a 
Man thus pinion'd to a Srag, his Face, Arms, 
Legs and all his Body cover'd with Blood, 
and: himſelf ready to expire, immediately 
brouzhr him Coraials and other Refreſhments, 
whilit fome were employ 'd in looting his 
Chains- Bur being inform'd by his own 
Mouth, how he came into this Condition, 
they began to think of turning him looſe a- 
' gain, for Fear of the Dake's Anger. However, 
ſuffering themſelves to be overcome by the 
Importunity of the Miſerable Man, and rely- 
ing on their Ecclefraſtich Privileges ( for here 
in the Weſt, the Convents are generally al- 
low'd Santtuaries for all Sorts of Offenders) 
they rook him into their Protection : but he 
expird that Night, 

It is hard to determine whether the Drke, 
or thele Derviches, were in the Rigkt or 
Wrong. The French, who ot late, have by 
a Faſhion learn'd ro grow Obdurate, juſtifie 
the Proceedings of this Prince ; ſaying, That 
Pity 1s a Paſſion fit onely for Women, Chil 
dren, and Fools. They eſteem it a Mark of 
a Great Spirit, a Mind capable of Empire, not 
to be mov d with the Sighs or Tears of the 
Miterable ; but to frown or laugh, at the Mis- 
tortunes of others: This, they fay, is the one- 
ly Method to harden Men for War, Con- 
quelts, and Plunder: Where the Vittors are 
to-cut their Way to Honour and Riches, 
through the Hearts of the Vanquiſh'd, to 
quench the ardent Thirtt of Glory with Hu- 
:nane Blood, and to celebrate their Triumphs, 

onely 
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| onely 4 the midtt- of horrid Mafſacres and 


Tis true, theſe Principles and Actions are 


| allowable in 4fen of the Sword, when they 


fght.the Batrels of their X5g and Cowntry, in 


# Heat of Blood-. Bur, Clemency and Com- 


paſſion, are Vertues becoming the Greateit 
Prince, or molt Valiant Genera/, when their 
Enemies are reduc'd, by the Fortune of War, 
to kiſs the Duſt of their Feet, and beg for 
Mercy : Or, when in Time of Peace, their 
Subjects fall into a Crime which may admit 
of Indulgence. Certainly, theſe Weſtern [r- 
fidels have wrong Notions of Humanity, in 
aſſerting, That Cruelty is either a Sign of 2 
Noble Nature, or a Step to true Happinels : 
Since, the- moſt hard-hearted Tyrant, one 
Time or other, will have Need of Compaſſion 
himfelf ; efpecially. in Sickneſs and the Ago- 
nies of Death, which perhaps prove more 
tormenting to him, than to the Mercitul and 
Generous. It is recorded of A! Hejai Eb'n 
Heſham, a Famous Arabian Captain, that 
when, in a Malignant Fever, he call'd for 
Water to drink, and it was deny d him by the 
Phyſicians, who had Care of his Health; Ut 
is enonugh, ſaid he; Raeno ddaula, once my 
Lieutenant, to whom Iforgave-Three Treaſons, 
and who died a Natural Þeath, has refreſhed 
me at this Minute with a Liquor unknown : 
Sure, 'tis the Wine of Paradiſe. And from 
that Moment he began to recover his Health, 
after which he liv'd many Years, often rehear- 
fing this Paſſage among his Familiar Friends to 
his Laſt Day- But 
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But the Dfiaels are either Ignorant of theſe 
Examples, or if they know em, Pride will 
not ſuffer 'em to learn Morality and Juſtice, 
They are deſtin'd, the greateſt Part, to be 
Incredulous to the Day of Fdgment. How 


many Prophets has God ſent into all Nations, ' 


to teach them the Right Way, and not the 
Way of ſuch with whom he is diſpleas'd; yet 
they will not be Converted? They look on 
the Apoſtles and Meſſengers of the Eternal, 
with the Eyes of Swine; They grunt under the 
Burden of their Senſuality, and like thoſe 
Filthy Animals, return to their Mire again. 
Yet, that Swperlatively Merciful, winks at 
their Frailties, and viſits them with his Graces 
every Morning- But, they put their Fingers 
in their Ears, and turn away in Diſdain, as 
from a Beggar. They reject the King of All 
Things, as a Fugitive and Vagabond on 
Earth. 

From that Dele&able Eſſence, the Odour 
of whoſe Sweetneſs is diftus*d through the 
Elements, and refreſhes the Minds of the 77«e 
Faithful; let us by continual Devotion and 
Vertue, attrat Divine Tin&ures, till our 
Hearts be all transform'dinto Incenſe, and in 
this Aromatick Pile, our Sls expire like the 
Phenix, to revive again in the Joys of Par- 
diſe, in Amours which know no End. 


Paris, 8th. of the 5th. oor, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER 1IIL. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew af 


Vienna. 


| Wonder at Nothing : Much lefs, at the 
Extravagant Caprices of Tyrants. Me- 
thinks, there appears no Novelty in Modern 
Tranſactions. They are but a Repetition of 
Ancient Practices, under New Forms. 

all the Events in this Age, not one has come 
to my Knowledge which gives me a Surprize- 
Yet, I muſt confeſs, there is Something very 
Singular in the Puniſhment the Duke of Sax- 
0» inflicted, as thy Letter tells me, on the 
poor Deer-Stealer. And if it be juſt to put 
a Man to Death on ſuch an Account, as the 
Indians hold ; the Dake ſeems very Ingenious 
and Accurate, in the Choice he made of an 
Executioner. 

The Ancient Romans had a Law, which 
they call d Lex Talionis. Which in all Cri- 
minal Caſes, appointed the Puniſhment to be 
in ſome Circumſtances Adequate to the 
Fault. And thou know 'ſt, ofes your, Law- 
giver, left much the ſame Statutes: /Requi- 
ring the Loſs of the Eye of him, who had put 
another Man's out; a Tooth for a Tooth, an 
Arm for an Arm, and fo proportionably of o- 
ther Injuries. But this Prince ſeems to have 
made a Supplement, where theſe Laws ap- 


vl 


pear'd 
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peard ſhort; and has ſhewd a moſt Exqui- 
fite Niceneſs of Revenge, in the Deſtiny of 
the Unfortunate Huntſman, to cauſe a Stag 
to be, in ſo peculiar a Manner, the Inftru. 
ment of his Death, who had villainoully mur- 
der'd one of the ſame Species, Doubtles, it 
was a Princely Freak of Juſtice: And had it 
been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 
flaughter'd Beaſt, and not in Vindication of his 
own Right, I cou'd not forbear to pronounce 
it a Frolick worthy of. a Hero. But, he him: 
ſelf is frequently guilty of the ſame Kind of 
Marder; as are moſt: of the Great Men in 
Exrope, whoſe Tables are no other- than the 
Altars of Glattony, (moaking with Fleſh 
and Blood, whilit Hecatombs of Animals are 
there facrihic'd to Voracious Appetites, the 
1a:ls of thele Weſtern People. 

Methinks therefore, it had been more Ge- 
nerous and becoming a Prince, to pardon 
the Poor Fellow a Theft, which perhaps 
was the onely Method he had to preſerve 
himſelf and his Family from Rarving. And 
for ought I know, he had as much Right ac- 
cording to the Law of Natnare, to: lall a Stag 
as the Owner has But, there is no Talk to 
be made of Right or Wrong, where Power 
over-rules all. | 
 __ Jnaiaisar Preſent the onely Publick Thea 

tre of Juſtice roward all Living. Creatures 
There, it is a Capital Crime ro ſhed the Blood 
of any Animal, and puniſh'd with Death no 
leſs than the Murder of a Man. The Princes 
and Nob/es indeed encloſe. Deer and other 

Innocent 
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Innocent Creatures in Parks,. not with a 
Deſign to prey upon them _ Pleaſure, 
but to detend 'em from the Viltence of others ; 
whilſt thoſe happy Animals range and feed 
where they pleaſe within thofe Pales, free 
from Peril, and never fearing any other Death, 
fave what they pay to Natareg'when they 
have ſpun out the accuſtom'd Term of their 
Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for a like 
Purpoſe. And are at a great Charge every 
Year, to redeem a certain Number of Oxen 
and Cows trom Slaughter. For they eſteem 
it a Barbarous and Inhuman Cruelty, to mur- 
der thoſe Creatures, which are the Nurſes.of 
"The Zov of Me, if itzwor; obli 
e Law of Moſes, if I mi ot; obli- 
youu of thy 1Vation to certdim $y&h/k Ten- 
erneſſes towards the Dumb " And 


_ Fea the Prophet, a Man of no Obſcure Ex- 


traſt, but of a Noted Race among the He- 
brews, ſays, He that killeth an Ox, 3s 4s if he 
flew a Man, and he that ſacrificeth « Lamb, 
4; if he beheaded a Dog. And in another Place, 
the fame Prophet ſays, in the Perſon of Goa, 
To what Purpoſe is the Multitude 'of your 
Sarrifices tome ? I am offended with the Smoak. 
of your Burnt-Offerings, and nauſeated with 
the Smell of broiled Fat. I take no Delight 
inthe Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats. Who 
rath required theſe Things at your Hands? 
Bring no more vain Oblations, which my Soul 

hateth, 
By theſe Expreſſions one wou'd think, the 
Prophet brings in God, denying that ever he 
COM- 


go 
commanded any ſuch Sacrifices or ſheddi 
of Blood, and proteſting againlt it, pony 
bomination. Where then 1s the Reputation 
of thoſe Writes which go under the Name 
of Moſes ? For, in them theſe Bloody Victims 
are expreſily ,enjoin'd- God cannot be Cor- 
tradiftory to. himſelf. Doubtleſs, a great 
Part of the Trae Law which God gave to Me 
ſes, was loſt in the Former Caprivities of your 
Nation, when your Cities and Provinces were 

uite diſpeopl'd, your Fathers led away by 
the ViRorious Monarchs of the Eaſt, and 
your choiceſt /emoirs Aboliſh'd: So that 
what remains now, 1s only a Colleftion of 
Fragments -atch'd-up by E/aras, and other 
Induſtriaps Fcribes, to which they gave the 
oy Tikle ot the Law of Moſes, that fo 
they rf n the wavering People in O- 
bedience, to ſomething, tho' of their own de- 
viſing. 

Nathan, 1 do not go about to ſeduce thee, 
Examine All Things. Believe neither me, 
nor thy own Rab5;s; but truſt onely thy 
Reaſon, which will ſtand by thee at the Dy 
of Judgement, when all Things elſe ſhall fail 


Paris, 8th. of the 5th. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER IV. 
To Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa. 


T Hele Nazarenes, like the Followers of the 

Prophet, are divided into Innumerable 
Sefts; and fo tis in all Religions. Men can- 
not think alike. Natzre it (elf delights in 
Variety. Gea has diverſify d the Facsltres of 
our Sox/s, as he has the Conſtitutions of our 
Bodies The Zealot, is ſubjeRt to. Choler ; 
the Bigot, to Melancholy; the Libertine, is of 
a Sangrine Complexion; and as for the Reſt, 
they are but ſo many Walking, Speak- 
ing Lumps of Flegm. This is the Phyſical Di- 
von of Mortals: Under which are compre- 
hended, the Various Tempers which reſult 
from the different Mixture of theſe Four Ra- 
dcal Principles, And for this, we muſt 
thank Galen and Hippocrates. 

But, if we ——_ the Aſtrologers, they 
will aſſign as many different Humoxrs and 
Complexious, as there be Stars in the Heavens, 
at leaſt, as there be Conſtellations. They'll 
tell ye of the Bail and the Bear, and God 
knows what Heavenly Stories. The Dragon 
ſhall fpit Venom on one Man's Nativity, out 
of his Mouth ; and give another a poiſonous 
Lick with his Tail- If we believe all they lay, 
there is not an Herb in the Field, but has its 
particular Star, whoſe [fluence cauſes it to 
grow and proſper : tho' doſes tells us, = 

a 
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all the Vegetables appear'd on the Earth, even 
before the Stars themſelves had their Exiſtence 
in the Heavers. 

But, whether there be any Truth in A/re- 
logy, or no; this is certain, that Men differ 
in their Sentiments of Re/ig1on, as they do in 
their Faces The Phyſiognomy of Faith, is 
Infinitely various- One Man believes in /4- 
ſes, Another in 7e/#s the Son of Mary, a Third 
in Mahomet our Hily Laweiver. Then, theſe 
are ſubdivided into Innumerable Parties. The 
Tews have Seventy Eminent Religions Factions. 
There are number d Seventy and One Sett; 
of Chriſtians, and Seventy Two of /aſſul- 
mans, Theſe are all at Odds about Words 
and Exteriour Ceremonies; (0 Zealous for 
Charity and Peace, that they are in perpe- 
tual Wars for its Sake, murdering one ano- 
ther in the Love of God: And ſuch ſtout 
Champions for the 7-«th, that they ſcruple 
_ to tell: Ten Thouſand Lyes in its De- 

ence- 

The Differences between the Greek and Ar- 
menian Nazarenes, the Neſtorians and J4- 
cobites, with other Sets of the Eaſt, are not 
unknown to the Miniſters of the Port. But 
perhaps thou art a Stranger to the Newer 
Schiſms of the Weſt. | 

The moſt Eminent Divifron of Chriſtendom 
at this Time; is into Catholicks and Prote- 
Fants. The Former obey the Roman 1vufti, 
and boaſt of an Uninterrupted Series of Caliph! 
from Petey the Vicar of the Ieſſtas, down to 
the preſent Pope. The Latter are the Followers 
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of Luther and Calvin, Men who pretended 
tocertain New Lights, and claimd a Right 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Worſhip. God beſt knows, 
who's in the Right or Wrong, of theſe 
Two Parties: But, they have always been 
at Daggers-drawing in Defence of their ſe- 
veral Tenets; perilecuting and maſlacrin 
one another, for Conſcience-Sake» Bot 
Sides appeal to the Written Law, to Apo3Fo- 
lical Traditions, to the Teſtimony of the An- 
cients, the Decrees of Councils, and the 
Practice of thoſe. whom they call the Pr:- 
mitive Charch. Yet neither Part will allow 
the other a Sufficient Judgment to Interpret 
thoſe Memoirs of Antiquity, nor an Anthen- 
tick Power to decide Controverſies of this 
Nature. Thus their Diſputes are like to 
laſt, till the Fina! Day of Deciſion, when 
all Human Quarrels ſhall be determin'd be- 
fore the Grand Tribunal. 

In the mean Time they take all Advan- 
tages, to execute their Spight and Malice 
on each other, under the Notion of Juſtice 
and Piety. We are daily alarm'd here with 
Tragical Relations of horrid Murders and 
Butcheries, committed on the Proteſtants of 
Piedmont, and other Parts under the Dake 


of Savoy, Whilſt ſome ſay, That all theſe 


Reports are falſe, and the ſufferings of thoſe 
People are according to Law, the due Pu- 
niſhment of their Rebellions Attions- 

It is not in my Power, to adjuſt their 


Differences ; nor is it Material to a J4»ſſul- 


mAn; 
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an, which of them has the Zaw on their 
Side- Yet, if I were inclin'd to take any Part, 
it ſhou'd be that of the Oppreſſed. Cruelty ] 
abhor: And our Holy Prophet has forbid Force 
to be usd in Matters of Religion, fince the 
Conſcience is Reſponſible to none but Gog. 

May that Goa, from whoſe Unity have 
ſprung all the Different Eſſences in the World, 
and all the Variety in Natxre, give us Grace 
to love the Whole Creation, and not to ſhed 
Blood unleſs in the Sacred Combat. 


Paris, 13th. of the 6th. Afoon, | 
of the Tear 1655+ 


y— 


LETTER YVY. 


To William Voſpel, 4 Recluſe of 
Auſtria, 


I HAD concluded thee Dead, till thy Let- | 


ter certify'd me to the Contrary. So long 
a Silence between Friends, wou'd put any Man 
upon the ſame Thoughts. Ten Years have 
ſlipt away between my laſt to thee, and thy 
Anſwer. I hope, thou doſt not meaſure Time; 
after the Rate of the Seven Sleepers. Perhaps, 
thou haſt been enjoin'd a Ten Years S/ence 
and Abſtinence from all Manner of Converſa- 
tion, by the Syperioar of thy Convent. Such Se- 


verities are not uncommon in Religions Socie- 
| tiet, 
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ties, where the main Buſineſs is;to acquire Pey- 


fettion. The Armenian Monaſteriesare much 


more Rigid, where but for Oge Extravagant 
Word, I have known a Man's" 'Pbngue lock'd 
up, for the Space of Two and Twenty Years, 
under Pain of Excommunication; and then re- 
l&as'd, onely for the Sake of a moſt Significant 
eſt, put on the Patriarch, in Ante Signs 
Wit will find a Way to vent it ſelf, tho' it 
be at the Fingers Ends. And for ought I 
know, thou haſt oblig'd thy Abbet to takeoff 
the Cenſare, by the like Method. There was 
Abundance of Satyre in the Subſannation of 
the Ancient Romans; and no leſs Rhetorick 
in the Shrugg or Grimace of the Modern 7ta- 
lians. The Mimicks of Scaramouchi, are a 
perfect Lampoon; and Harlequin is Burleſque 
all over. 

Thou know'ſt, Ialwaysentertain thee with 
one frivolous Diſcourſe or other, to divert thy 
Melancholy ; and thy own Letters give me 
Encouragement. They ſeem to be writ in 
a pleaſant Humour. But tell me, have I 


| fuels _ at the Cauſe of fo tedious a Re- 
edneſs 


dneſs, or no > Haſt thou been forc'd all 
this while, to ſpeak with thy Hands, Feet, 
Noſe, and the Emphatick Motions of thy 
Head and Eyes? Ifit were fo, I phanſie thou 
wert excellent Company, among thy Grave 
Flegmatick Brethren; and in a fair Way to un- 
d the Language of the Beafts, who by 
curvetting, creeping, leaping, frisking their 
Tails and other Poſtures, expreſs their vari- 


| Ous Paſſions, Deſires and Neceſſities, as Intel- 
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ligibly to thoſe who are us'd to them, as we 
can do by the moſt Elegant Addreſſes in 
Words. -| Sy! 

Bur, to hagerious: If for the Sake of Yer. 
te, this Pennance be impos'd on thee by him 
who Preſides over thy Convent, or thou haft 
Voluntarily undertaken fo difficult a Part of 
Self. Denial on the Score of Philoſophy or Reli. 
£i0x, thou haſt approv'd thy (elf wiſe and brave 
m not flinching- A Coward in Re/:gioxs Matters, 
Is as deſpicable, as in the Engagements of the 
World. 'Tis Honourable to face Tempta- 
tions, and come off with Victory. 

As for what. thou defireft to know concern- 
ing the Sepalcher of King Childeric ; It is e- 
ſteem'd a Piece of great Antiquity: In Re- 
gard he was the Fourth Mmarch of France, 


He Reignd over the Gaz!s or Franks in the, 


Year 438. Severus being Emperour of Rome, 
Severinus and Dagalaiphus, Conſuls, Yet 1 
little more than Three Years, he was deposd 
and baniſh'd by his S»bjefFs, whilſt one eAgi 
aits a Roman,was Crown'd in his Stead. Net 
ther did this Man pleaſe the People ſo well,but 
that after ſome Experience of his Oppreſlien, 
Avarice and other Vices,they expell'd him alſo, 


and recall d their Lawful Sovereron, For, Aigs 


aus had vex'd them with Unreaſonable Taxes, 
fleecing them of many Millions, which he 
privately ſent out of rhe Kingdom, diſpoſing 
of this vaſt Treaſure at Rome, and among his 
Friends in other Parts, as a Support againſt 
Future Contingencies: For, he look'd for 


ſome Back-Blows of Fate. Chilaeric _ 
ore 
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fore being reſtord to his Crown, enjoy 'd it 
till bis Death ; which was in the Year 484- 
After whom ſucceeded in the Kingdom, Clo- 
dens the Great, who was the Firſt French 
King that embrac'd Chriſtianity. 

The Time when Cki/deric's Tomb was firſt 
diſcover'd, was about Two Years ago, when 
the Cathearal of Tournay wanted Reparation. 
For, as the Laboxrers were digging up the 
Old Charnel-Houſe, they encounter d a Long 
Srone; which giving 'em ſome Fatigue, they 
broke in Pieces, and found under it the En- 
tire Skeleton of a Man lying at Length, with 
Abundance of Greek Medals of Gold, and 
ſome other Curioſities of the ſame eral, a- 
mong which was a King with this Aotto, 


S$IGILLUM CHILDERICT REGTS. 


All theſe Reliques were .at firſt poſicſs'd by 
the Canons of that Church, where they were 
found : Of whom they were begg'd by the 
Arch-Dake of Anſtria, who has them in his 
Cuſtody. Therefore thoſe who told thee 
they are in the King of France's Hands, were 
miſinform'd themſelves, or defign'd to abuſe 
thee. For, this cannot be ſuppcs'd, during 
the preſent Wars between France and Spaiv : 
When they are more ready on both Sides to 
plunder one another, than to grant Civilities 
of this Obliging Nature. 

[ perceive, thou' art grown a great Ant:- 
qwary; and therefore in token of my Eſteem, 
[ have ſeat thee a Cabinet of ſuch 01d Things, 

F AS 
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as I have ſcrap'd together in my Travels, and 
during my Reſidence in this City. 

The Agates which thou wilt find in the Up. 
permoſt Drawer, may eafily be dared by their 
Figures, which are all after the Faſhion of 
Gentile Rome. As for the Sells in the Second, 
[ leave 'em ro thy own Judgment ; onely this 
I will ſay, That they are nor Common. The 
Third contains a Miſcellany of feveral Antiques. 
The Knives were usd by the Ancient Roman 
Prieſts in their Sacrificess The Weights are 
at leaſt Twelve Hundred Years old, by the 
Parallels which I have ſeen in the K:ng's Li 
brary. The Riags allo are of the Parthian 
Make: And the Arrow to which they are fa- 
ſten'd, retains its Oriental Venom to this Hour; 
as thou wilt find by trying it on any Animal 
that deſerves it. Bur, after all, the Lower- 
moſt Drawer contains Nothing but Connter- 
feits, For, thoſe /Aedals are the Work of 
Parmezan, the Finelt Graver in the World, 
It thou know'ſt not his Character, I'll tell 
thee ina Word ; He was Famous for Imitating 
{o ExaGtly the moſt Ancient /Jeaals, that the 
Tranſcripts cou'd not be diſcern d, even by 
ms molt Skilltul Arti/ts, trom the Orig: 
nals. 

Accept theſe, with the ſame good Will as 
I did, when they were preſented ro me, and 
tell me wherein ele I can gratity thy Wiſhes. 

You Aonaſticks are infinitely Happy, in 
the Advantages of Retirement and Tranqui- 
lity. You are free from the Cares which 
moleſt other Mortals. The Bel! rings you to 

Prayers, 
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Prayers, and to your Repaſt. You have No- 
thing elſe to regard, bur your Conremplations 
and Studies, Many Great Lights have (ſprung 
from your Various Oraers. And I tell thee, 
Father William, the World will be diſappoin- 
ted, it thou ſhouldit prove a Dark- Lanthorn, 
and onely be Wile for thy Selt. 


Paris, 25th. of the 6th. Aoon, 
of the Tear 1655» 


—— 
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To the moſt Illuffrions and Invincible 
Vizir Azem, at the Port, 


Y the Sound which the Sun makes at his 

going down, I ſwear, I was not mitta- 

ken in the /dea I had of thy Generolity. And, 

the Di/patch with which thou halt honour'd 

the S/ave /dahmut, confirms me in a pertect 
Security of thy Favour and Protection. ._ 

[| ſhall with exquiſite Diligence obey thy 
Orders. But it cannot be attempted, with- 
out vaſt Sums of Money. And 1t I may be 
thought worthy to give Advice to my Iupe- 
rnrs, the moſt Effectual Way to accom- 
pliſh this, will be by ſending one of the Prix- 
cipal Miniſters to this Court, with a fpiendid 
Embaſſy. For, this Young King expects very 


Honourable Addrefles, from all that ſeek his 
F 23 more 
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"more Intimate Friendſhi Therefore a Chi. 


aus wou'd be {ligtted on fuch an Occaſion,and 


' marr all the Detign- 1 wou'd counſel, That 


ſome body be ſent, who perfe&aly underſtands 
the Genias of the French, and the particular 
Aims of Cardinal Mazarint. 

Linder the Protection of ſuch a one,E ſhowd 
be able without Hazard of a Diſcovery, to act 
all that is neceſlary to carry on this Detign with 
good Succeſs Here are abundance of needy 
Conrtiers, on whom Gold will have a power- 
ful Influence. Bur neither I in Perſon, nor 
any one whom I ſhall depute, can make ſuch 
Tenders, unleſs there were here forme known 
Publick Embaſſ:4or trom the Grand Signior to 
countenance the Buſinefs. For, otherwiſe it 
will prefently be whiſper d, That ſome Pr+ 
rate Avent lurks here Incognito, They will 
itarr a 1 houtand Chimera of Jealoutie; and 
to I may run the Hazard of a Secoza Impriſon- 
ment, when the Caraiza/ ſhall call ro mind 
the Occation of my F:-/7. All rhar I can then 
lay of my being a Meolarrian, will tind no 
Orevit; and twill be no l:ts than a Miracke, 
11.chey do nor expote me to a Scrutiny for the 
Mark of C:rcxmc:/zou, Which it- it be tound, 
all's vetray d and ruin'd- 

| Go nor value the Puniſhments they will 
1fiiet on me, nor the Lois of my Life : But 
| read rhe more Important Conſequences of 

a Diicovery ; the unmasking the Secrets 
the Grang $:2n:or tO Lafiaels. 
LU ic are the Citet Reatons [ have to offer 
| denalt of an Honourable Embaſſy. As to 
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the Perton witom thou thalc think 5: co en 
ploy in to Glortous a Trult, | will nor pet) 
toadd any Thing ro whac | have tai alter- 
dy, That he be a Man of. Experievce 13 the 
French Atﬀiirs, well vers d tn the Knowlcage 
of Chr:i/tiir Policy, the Ciferent incergits of 
the Courts of Eurvce, and one that exactly 
knows what Advartige to maxe of the New 
Pope. For, after l>n2 Dzozres, tie Cir atnatls 


have at lit Elected one, who has attum'd the 
Name of A/2x4nazr Vil. 

[tis hard ro j41dze at his Firtt Accetion to 
that S:2ereign Cralr, what Intereit ris Pre- 
late will emorace, whether thar of Fr.zce or 
$2: : Or whether 1s Conduct will be New- 
tral, dzporting himfelt with an Equal Indit- 
ference to all rhe Nazarene Princes, whom 
he calls his £95, endeavouring to compole 
their Quarrels, and unite their Forces againit 
the aſſulmans. I tell thee, no body can be 
yer aſlur d , what the Temper of the Roman 
Mafti may prove. For, it is utual tor the 
aſpiring Cardiaals, to promiſe many Things 
in Hopes of the Papacy, which they never per- 
form, when they have once obtain'd that V1- 
controu/able Command. D:ſſtmulatioa 1s rank d 
among the Prizcipal Verturs, in the Court ot 
Rome: And he that knows nor how to dit- 
guiſe his Aﬀettions, is not thought worthy ot 
any Important Tr«;t. Adonati the Jew, has lolt 
his Liberty in that City, for being detective 
in this Courtly Accompliſhment. Ir ſeems, 
he and ſome others of his tion rail'd roo 
paſſionately and onerily, at the /4.latry of the 
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Remant, Yet I expect daily to hear of his 
Releate ; for, I underftand by a Letter from 
him, that he was excepted out of the Num- 
ber of thoſe, whoſe Condemnation 13 Irreve- 
cable. | 

I reprov'd him for his Immorality, in refle- 
Qing on the E/tabliſÞ'd Religion-of the Conn- 
try where he reſides. But, this Kind of Arro- 
gance, is the peculiar Vice of the Hebrews, 
They deſpite all other People in the World: 
Whereas thou know'ſt, the /npartial God re- 
ſpetts not One Nation» more than Another ; 
For, they are all Equally the Works of his 
Handr, And for ougnt we know, he tolerates 
the Variety of Religions that are extant 1n the 
World,with the ſame Indiffterence,as he diſpen- 
ſes his Common Bleſſings to ſuch an Infinite 
Number of Men of diverſe Faces. 

The altiplicity in the Vniverſe, exalts 
the Divine Unity, which is the Root of All; 
And it there be Ten Thouſand Myriads of 
Worlds, they all fprang from One Cauſe, and 
there they end. For he is the Fir/t and Laſt 
of every Thing, 


Paris, 2d. of the 5th. Icon, 
of the Near 1655+ 
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LETIER.VIL 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, s Jew at 
V1enna. 


—_ Egyptians have a Preverb, That he 
who thinks and tpeaks of Goa, onely 
when he 1s Melancholy, ſacrifices to the P/4- 
net Pharonis or Saturn, and not to the moit 
High and Exalted Kg of A!/ Things, who is 
the Fountain of Joy to er and Avgels, 

I counſel thee, not to liſt thy felt in rhe 
Number of thoſe who adore the Stars, by 
cheriſhing ſad /dea*s of the ever Indulgent 
and Merciful Divinity: Nor think thy felt 
the leſs liable to this Cenſure, becauſe it pro- 
ceeds trom a Nation which was once at En- 
mity with the Sons of Jacub. Deſpile not the 
Wiſdom of that People, from whom even /40- 
ſes your Laweiver learn'd all his, and from 
whom all Nations borrow'd Improvements 
of Learning, it they are not indebred to them 
for its Firſt Rudiments. 

By what | have faid, thou wilt perceive, 
that I conſulr thy Happineſs, and wou'd have 
thee chaſe away Vain Fears and Superſtitious 
Thoughts, the mere Product of an Il-rem- 
per'd Spleen, which 1s the peculiar Malady of 
thy Nation. Let thy Heart be always Chear- 
ful; for God loves every Thing that he has 
made: The Univerſe overflows with his 
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Bounty. Be not too Religions, nor ſtrain the 
Faculties he has given thee for thy Support, 
and not for thy Bane. 

I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, 
than theſe diſmal Scruples about thy Soul. If 
thou art not willing to embrace the Muſſul. 
man Faith, inGod's Name continue to obſerve 
the Law of Moſes, and profecute thy Aﬀairs 
with Alacrity. 

Thou haſt been very (lack of late in ſending 

me Advices of what paſles at Vienna, and 6 
ther Parts of Germany, We have flying Re- 
ports here, of the Death of Eleanora the 
Empreſs; and that on the ſame Day whereon 
ſhe died, Leopolans Ignatius Joſephus, the 
Emperour's Son, was EleSted King of the Ro. 
mans, ] know not how to write to the 4: 
nijlers of the Port, till thou haſt aſcertaind 
me of theſe Things For God's Sake, be 
ſpeedy m thy Diſpatches, and inform me 
what 1s done at the Diet of Franckfort. Rowze 
un thy ſelf, and baniſh ſuperfluous Cares. 
Remember, that as there is but One Goa, (0 
there is but One Law, but One Thing Necel- 
fary toMan; that is, To /ive according to Rea- 
ſor. This is engraven in every Man s Heart, 
and there needs no Comment to explain 1t- 
Thou art a ſufficient Lawgiver, Rabb:, Do- 
tor, and Interpreter to thy ſelf. Let not 0- 
thers amule thee with Fables. 

I will now acquaint thee with ſomething 
of Certainty. The F. exch have gain d Lanave- 
cies, a Strong Town in Flanders, Ir was fur- 
render d to them on the 22d. of this gy 

An 
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And the next Day all the Garriſon marched 
out, conſiſting ot 1500 Men, belides 300 
wounded. 

The King 1s gone, upon this good News, 
to view and take Care of his New Conqurits. 
For, this is not the onely Town the Spans- 
ards have lot : They talk of Afauberry, Bo- 
vines, and Conde ; all which, according to 
freſh Report, are in the Hands of the French. 
This Young Aonarch 1s (trangely Fortu- 
nate. 

[t thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſs- 
ful Campagnes among the People of rhe 
North, tail not to do it in Szaſon : For we 
are not placd in theſe Stations, to whiſtle 
to Sheep. 


Paris, 29th. of the 7th. Ion, 
of the Tear 1555+ 
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LEZLLIER VIE 


To Muſtapha Lulu Beamrilla, a Mz 
of the Law. 


 $-_hþ willingly be admitted into Para- 
aiſe, as well as other Mnſſa/mans. Nei- 
ther wou'd I think, ſpeak or do any Thing ]. 
which might prejudice my Title, and bauik 
my Pretenſtons to Eternal Happinets. This 
Deſire is Natural ro all Men ; And when I 
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profeſs it, thou may'{t bzlieve me without an 
Oath. Yet methinks, I wou'd not go Hood. 
wink'd to Heaven, but woud tain enjoy the 
Benefit of my Sence and Reaſon, in my Aa- 
vances to that Region of Bliſs. 

I believe the Alcoran, as the Oracle of Goa; 
and 'tis ſo firmly Imprinted in my Memory, 
that I cou'd repeat it Verbatim from the Be- 
ginning to the End, without milling a Per. 
ficle. lgive an Entire Credence to the Ds- 
&rine of the Reſurrection, being Naturally de. 
firous of Immortality: But I cannot entertain 
the grols Conceit, which the greateſt Part of 
Aluſſulmans have of the Reſwrrettion ; that is, 
that our very Dx/t ſhall be Rais d again, and 
Organizd into a Boay. The Nazarenes are 
of the ſame Opinion. Bur methinks, theres 
no Need of ſtretching and ſtraining of NVatare. 

efades, this Opinion 1s Inconfiltent with 0- 
ther Fundamental Dottrines of the Aduſſul- 
man Law, 

We are all taught to believe, That the 
Souls of Juſt Men, Saints and /artyrs, 1m- 
mediately on their Departure from the Boaz, 
aicend to Paradiſe, It {o, then they either 
live there in an Vaboazed Eſtate,or they have 
New Boaies athznd 'em by the fame Pre- 
vidence which gave them their O/a4. Be it 
which Way it pleaſes Ged, It will appear a 
maniteit Borch in the Works of the Omni- 
potent,an {ndecorumin Nature, to make theſe 
Souls either calt off their New Bodies at the 
Day of Tudement, for the Sake of their Ola 
Rotten Reiiques, after they have enjoy'd - 
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the Raviſhing Delights of Faez for ſo many 
Ages; or to ftand in need of any Buares at 
all, attcr they have liv'd fo long in a S*parate 
Condition. There's no Sence in't. Doubt- 
leſs, this Opinion was firlt hatch d by thoſe 
who believ'd the Sleep of the Soul, and held 
that it was Inſeparable trom the Body. For then 
they had no other Way ro comtort themtel ves 
with any Probable Hopes of a Surviving [me 
mortality, but by maintaining, That as rhe 
Sal (lept wich the Boay in the Grave, fo both 
Sl and Body ſhou'd conjointly Rile again at 
the Day of Doom. 

Or perhaps, this Figrare of our Reſarrettion 
was inculcared, to in{:nuate the Faith of an 
Immortal State, into the dulter Minds of thoſe, 
who were Incapable of comprchending either 
the Pre- Exiſtence of Sorls, their Se!f-S::b/t- 
ftence after Death, or their 77a»ſl.ition into 
other Bodtes. 

It ſeems to me much more eaſe to believe, 
according to che moſt Obvious 2/orks of Na- 
tare, thar after our Diſſolution ere, we Mall 
either aſlume forme Body of Air, Fire. or other 
Elemental Supplement, or by Magnerick 
Tranſmigration ſhall be United ro tome Fege- 
table or Animal Embryo; than 10 dream of 
Recolleing all our Scatrerd -//Fes rogerher, 
after ſo many Thoutinds of Years, wherein 
they have been Gifp-rsd. perhaps through all 
the Ranges of the Vaiver/e. 

Surely, our Hs! Laweiver, and all the 
other Prophets, intended 1:0 other Thing by 
the Deftrine of the Rclurreiticn, but only to. 
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convince the World, that the Son! was Im. 
mortal, and that conſequently there wou'd 
be a Reward of Goodand Bad Works atter this 
Life. We ſhall live for ever, Old Lawyer: 
And what ſignifies it, whether we have the 
fame Zoate; or others, to long as we are Happy 
1n any State : And if we are Metamorphosd, 
we cannot fail of our Specifick Felicity, fince 
every Creature is Happy in its Own Eſſence, 
Then ler us be Apes, Dromedaries, Camel, 
or any Thing but Hogs, and we ſhall have 
Bliſs enough. That Creature 1s the very Em. 
blem of Vucleanneſs, and therefore its Life 
cannot be the Object of a ALuſſulman's Wiſh, 
Yer we know not the Laws oft our Change, 
or Tranimigration from this AfertalLife. For 
the Soz!, according to Pythagoras and the Ar- 
cients, 1s Capable of all Forms. 

It thou wond'reſt what has put me upon 
this Diſcourſe, 1t is the Remembrance of what 
1 have heard thee relate of rhe Apparition of 
Dead Mens Bones in the Cemetry of Grand 
Caire in Egypt, at a certain Seaſon of the Year, 
when Multitudes of People by Cuſtom flock 
thither to beiiold this Wonderful Scene of a 
Sham- Reſurreftion. I can give it no better 
Title, tince in all Probability, 'tis only the 
Eftcct of ſome Artifice us'd by the Chr:/tians, 
co procure Money trom the Admiring Crowd 
And I'm confirm'd in this Belief, by a Letter 
I receiv'd from Mehemet the Fxil'd Emunach, 
who now refides at Caire; and having been 
curious to obſerve this Celebrated Aracie, 
among the other Rzreries of this City, ſent 
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me ſuch an Account of this Paſſage, as convin- 
ces me there's ſome Cheat in't. 

He tells a great many other Things of the 
Superſtition and Ignorance of the Egyptians, 
as to the Pyramids, and rhe ſuppos'd Spirits 
which guard 'em. In all, he laments the Con- 
dition of Mortals, who have fo far degenerated 
from themſelves; and ſuffter'd their Reaſon to 
be debauch'd with Fables. 

Szge /1«/tapha, thou art of the Race of 
thoſe who have preſerv'd Science and Philo- 
ſophy. A Halo of Light inveſts thy Sox/. Let 
no dark Opinion of God and his Works, eclipſe 
thy IntellefF. 


Paris, 2oth. of rhe 8th. oor, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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To Solyman Kullir Aga, Prince of 
the Black Eunuchs. 


H Y Diſpatch came in a Happy Hour: 

Yet the Contents of 1: furpriz'd me. Tis 
a ſtrange Turn of Fortune, that the Baſſa of 
Aleppo, after ito many Kebellions, ſhou'd be- 
come the $4/tan's Favourite, and be inveſted 
in the Higheſt Dignity of the Empire, Yet, 
who knows, but this may be the onely Effe- 
Qual Courſe ro reclaim him, and of an Ene- 
my to render him a Friend 2 For, Ambition 
is a Vice fo nearly bordering on Yertxe, fo re- 
fin'd and (ubtile in its Complex1on, that when 
the Pailion which cheriſhes 1t, is once gratt- 
ty'd with its proper Object, it ſoon becomes 
a Ve;tue it felt. and transforms a Libertine to 
a Hadzi,ranking a Man ro Day among the moſt 
deſerving Hero's, who but Yeſterday was in the 
Number of the Seaitions. 

Therefore, I cannot but highly applaud the 
Counlel of thoſe, who perſwaded the Grand 
$1en:0r to this Uncommon Choice of the Yizr 
Axzem. The whole Empire has languiſhd 
for Want of a Man of Abilitiesin that Supreme 
Station, ever Gince the Sea! was taken from 
the moiſt Uluftrious Chnſzein Baſſa through 
the Malice of his Enemies. And in this [un- 
&ture, they cou d not have prtch'd on a Man 
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more capable of the Charge, than this bold 
Baſſa ; who , beſides his Experience in the 
Wars, both by Sea and Land, 1s look'd on as 
the Stouteſt Man in this Age. As for his For- 
mer Crimes, they proceeded onely from his 
Diſcontent , and Thirlt of Glory , which is 
; now ſufficiently allay d by the Bounty of our 
Swereigy. The Canſe theretore of his Extra- 
vagances being thus ſeafonably remov'd, the 
Effet will naturally ceaſe. 

Burt, ſuffer me to ask thee; Do they not 
reſent at rhe Seraghio, his Approaches to that 
Sanftzary of Mortals, with fuch a Formidable 
Retinue? Thou telleſ{t me, he is attended by 
Forty Thouſand Men , an Equipage fit for a 
Swereign Monarch. Perhaps, 'tis onely the 
Effect of his Martial Genins, and that he is 
willing to appear like a Soldier. Or, it may 
de, he really ſuſpected Danger, and thar he 
was delign'd for a Sacrifice : Which made him 
come thus guarded to the Feet of his A1uſter : 
That his Son might revenge his Death, by 
ſome deſperats Attempt on Conſt antinople. Be 
it how 1t pleaſes God, it ſeems, the Sulras 
wink'd at all, and receiv d him with ſuch 
Marks of his Eftcem and Aﬀecction, as are ſel- 
dom vouchſaf'd ro Subjects. I hope, the E- 
vent will anſwer. his Expectation. Theſe 
new Methods of Clemency may prove more 
ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Condutt of For- 
mer Times. Men of Great Soxls, are foo- 


- lubdu'd by Favour, than Force and Crus 
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E am extremely oblig'd to thee for thy In. 
fiructions, which 1 ſhall exactly obſerve, in 
writing to this Supreme Miniſter. Thou haſt 
match'd my own Thoughts, in this Advice, 
For, knowing that Fe Temper, it will 
be Policy, as well as Juſtice, frankly ro own 
what I have writ againſt him, and nor (tuff 
my Letter with abject fawning Submillions, 
or ſneaking Excuſes He is brave himſelf, 
and will be pleas'd to fee a Man reſolute in 
his Duty. 

However, let the Conſequence be what it 
will, I muſt follow the Meaſures of my own 
Integrity- There is Something lo SatisfaCtory 
in Truth , and an honelt blunr Carriage, as 
far (urpadles the little faint Pleaſures of Arti 
fice and Diiſ1mulation, And I ſhou d be wea- 
ry of mv Life, were I forcd to prelerve it by 
fuch Eft:minate Tricks. Yer, I mult con- 
tels, tis a vait Encouragement, to hnd thy 
Sentiments the ſame. What is this 7/2714, 
that we ſhou'd be to fond of it > Or whatis 
the Life of ortals, that we need be ſo over- 
ſtudious of prolonging the Reſpiration of that 
Breath, which may with as much Eaſe be all 
breath d out at once, as by ſo many Succel- 
hve Millions of Moments ? For, Death pro- 
perly pollc{its but an /»/tant of Time; no more 
does Life. Every Galp renews the One, and 
the Lait commences and hniſhes the Qther. 


As to Plealure and Pain, we generally have } 


an Equal Share of em. And it appears to me 
an Equal, it not a Greater Happineſs, at once 


to be treed tor ever from the Latrer, _— 
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ſuch an irkſom Compotition to protrat the 
Enjoyment of the Former. 

Brave Solyman, when I contemplate thy 
Vertue, it inſpires me with Courage againſt 
the vain Miſts of Fear, which the Magick of 
Opinion has rais'd before the Eyes of Morrals. 
I embrace thee with an extended $2x/ and 
wiſh thee the Two Extremes of Happinels, 
Plenitude of Joys in this Life, and an Im- 
mortal Series of Felicities in Paradiſe. Live 
for Ever thou Generous Son of Cham. 


Paris, the 2d- of the gth. Afoon, 
of the Tear 1655: 
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To the moſt Illuſtrious Vizir Azem 
at the Port, 


Y the S$oxls of all my Progenttors, I was 
glad to hear the News of thy Advance to 

this Glorious Height of Power : Yet when 
thou wert Baſſa of Aleppo, and heldeſt Cor- 
reſpondence with the Venetians, I accus d thee 
to the Divan, doing thereby no ſmall Szrvice 
to the Ottoman Empire : For which thou haſt 
now Reaſon, in Honour, ro reward me; 
knowing, that I prevented a great Deal of 
Confuſion and Blood. It will not become 
the Firſt Miniſter, to cheriſh Private Re- 
venges, 
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venges, or harbour Ill Thoughts of a Faith. 
ful $/ave- In diſcovering thy Intrigues at 
that Time, I did but perform my Duty to 
the Grand Signior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, 
for ought thou know'(t, I was happily Inſtru- 
mental in ſaving thy Life, which might have 
been loft in che Purſuit of thoſe Hazardouy 
Projects thou wert then engagd in. Beit 
how it will, chou art now living, and In- 
ftall'd in the moſt INuftrious Charge of the 
Empire. And, without Flattery I ſpeak it, 
a braver Man cou'd not have aſcended to that 
Dignity, May Goa long continue thee in it, to 
the [oy and Advantage of all the 17ſ[:imant, 

All the World extol thy Valour and Bold. 
neſs ; eſpecially the Nazarenes, among whom 
the Baſſa of Aleppo is Famous. They alfo 
highly commend thy Juſtice. And thou wilt 
find in the Kegi/ter, that when I acquainted 
my Szperionurs of thy Revolt, I was not En- 
vious 1n concealing thy Vertzes. 

Therefore I beg of thee, not to be Partil 
in thy Reſentments ; but confider aim 
as a Faithful Save, who will never tranſgrek 
the Commands of the M/terionus Bench, not 
{ufter any Siniſter Motives to byais him, tho 
'Twere in Favour of his own Brother. For, 
this 1s the ſevere Condutt thar is expected of 
me by my S-periours, and which thou thy 
{elf wilt require at my Hands: 

Bur, I believe, thou needeſt not theſe Ad- 
dreſles ro move thee to Generofity, Thy owN 
Native Juſtice will ſuggeſt to thee, that I ra 
ther merit a Reward than a Puniſhment, for 
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doing my Dury,tho' 'twere in accuſing thy ſelf. 

Coenfiding therefore in thy Goodnels,and my 
own Innocence, I ſhall not deſpair of that Pro- 
tetion and Favour from thee, which all thy 
Predeceſſor« have afforded me,fince my Arrival 
at this Place. Nay, I think thy Friendſhip 
ind Eſteem is rather due to me;than toa Thou- 
ſand Heophants and Flatterers. 

I will, in this Confidence, write freely to 
thee,as I have been commanded ; and vent my 
Thoughts, without a Timorous Reſerve. For, 
thou art the 7» Fxage of the Fuages, among 
the Faithfzl, 

There is no Doubt, but thou haſt heard of 
the Dake of Lorrain, a Famous Warriour in 
theſe Weſtern Parts, but now a Priſoner of 
State in Spain, 1 fent Intelligence laſt Year 
to Mu/tapha Berber Aga, of the Grounds and 
Circumſtances of this Prince's Confinement : 
Whereof thou can | not be Ignorant. For, 
all my Diſpatches are made Publick to the 
4 Gnihers of the Bleſſed Port. 

The Brother of that Dabe immediately fuc- 
aeded him, by the King of Spain's Orders, 
n the Command of the Army in Flanaers. 
They call him Dake Frances. Every Body 
thought that he had conſeated to the Impri- 
lonment of his Brother, as being diſguſted at 
his Inconſtancy , Avarice, and other Vices. 
[t was ſuppos'd alto, that his own Ambition, 
and Thirit of Honour, had corrupted the Fi- 
G&lity and Love he ow'd to the Son of his Mo- 
ther; as knowing that by his Fall, he himſelf 


ſhou'd riſe ro the Dignity of General, _—_ 
is 


| Tr 116 Letters Writ by Vol. V, 


his Brother enjoy d during his Liberty. 

But now tis evident, that this D«ke Frax. 
ces did all along diflemble his Relentments of 
his Brother's Calamity. For, he is lately 
Revolted from the King of Spain, and come 
over to the French, with Five Thouſand 
Horſe and Foot. He has openly declard, 
That he will never give Ret ro his Sword, 
till he has either procur'd his Brother's Releaſ; 
or deeply reveng d the Injuries have been done 
him- He was receiv d by the French Kis, 
withall imaginable Endearmerits and Careſſs 
| The whole Cvart are Emulons, 1n itriving to 
excell one another in the Demonſtrations df 
their Civility and Reſpect to this Prince : And 
they have culi'd our the beft Quarters for hy 
Soldiers. This Nation 1s always Hoſpitabl 
to Strangers; more eſpecially to tuch as cour 
their Friendſhip after this Extraordinary 
Way, who enter into their Intereſts, and en 
page in their Quarrels. Yer neither Fran, 
nor all the Kineaoms of Exnrope together, al 
match the Bounty of the /funificent Por 
which pardons and receives with open Em- 
brac=s her moſt Implacable Enemies, on ther 
Submiſſions. and Repenrance. 

Commander of the /uſſulman Granat!. 
thou art bur a Man, and haſt not exceedet 
that Character, in the Worſt of thy Erros 
Now, thou arr afſum'd to a Charge which 
quires the Fideliry and Prudence of an Aut 
If thou ſhalt reform the Srate, and reſtor 
the Muſſulman Afﬀairs to their true Luſtr, 
we ſhall have Reaſon to contemplate thy L# 

on 
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n ſome Meaſure a Parallel to that'of Craſſas, 
who was pardon d Three Treaſons by Ceſar, 
ind afterwards became the moſt Loyal and 
Gryiceable Man in the Rowan Empire. 


Paris, the 2d. of the gth. oor, 
of the Near 1655. 


LET TER XL 


To Mehemet, az Ex:i/'d Eunuch, at 
Caire zz Egypt. 


HOU telleſt me Wonderful Things of 
Egypt , ſuch as almolt ſurpaſs Credit. 

And I perceive thou thy ſelf doit nor believe 
theStory of the Annual Reſurrettion of Bones, 
which is ſo much talk'd of by Travellers, My 
Coufin J/oxf Ridicul'd it with ſmart Reaſon ; 
and was almoſt in Danger of his Life among 


71 ve Bigotted Afoors and Coptites. 


But I cou'd hardly imagine there had ftill 
remain'd in that Region (which has undergone 
ſo many Revolutions of Government) any 
Foot-ſteps of the Primitive Egyptians. Yer it 
lems, the Prieſts of thoſe Early Ages were 
particularly careful to tranſmit ro Poſterity, 
a Exact Hiftory of their Kings, with 1e- 
wr5 of their Actions, the Building of the Py- 
ramids, the Palace of the Statwes, the Ma- 
tical Mirrour, the Ciry of the Black Eagle, 

the 
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the Caſtle of Demons ſeated on the Brow of 
the Mountain of rhe An, the Palace of 4. 
damant, with Innumerable other Rareties, 

I rell thee, my dear /dehemer, I know not 
how to believe all theſe Romantick Stories. lt 
cramps my Reaſon to hear ot a Brazen Tre, 
with [ro Branches,and Verſatile Houks,tocarth 
Lyers and Cheats, and there detain em till 
they ſhou?d do Right to thoſe who they had 
Injurd. Alrogether as Improbable is rhe Story 
of Gabaapharonis, the Statue ict up by King 
Gariac. 

Who can read of that Aonarch's being cat- 
ried in the Air by Eagles, but may as well be 
lieve the Romantick Voyage of Domingo Gu 
ſales to the Moon. If thou know'tt not that 
Story, I'll tell thee in ſhort, Thar this was: 
certain Spaniard, who in a Paſlage to the ls 
aies being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on thy 
Iſland of St. Helena, with a Negro his Slav, 
they were put to their Shifts {o tar as to dt 
vide that Unpeopled and Deſolate [Nana bs 
tween em, out of pure Necellity, that they 


might both find Proviſion enough to keep en] , 


from ftarving (for it ſeerns , there was great 
_ of every Thing that ſerv'd the Uſes d 
Life. 

In this Condition, Nece//ity, the other o 
Canning Devices, taught them to hold Car 
reſpondence with one another tho' living 
Oppoſite Angles of the ſe, by the Helpd 


certain Wild Swans, which they took out 

their Neſts very Young, and brought 'em uy 
as they do Pigeons at Babylon and Aleppo, (0 
be Letter-Carriers. Aftet 


ad 
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Afterwards, as the Story goes, Domingo 
tying ſeveral Experiments on his Birds and 
inding all Succeſstul, ar laſt, having got Four 
ind Twenty of chem together , and having 
tought 'em up to his Lure , he venrur'd his 
Carcaſe with 'emin the Air, faſtening 'em to- 
xther with Ropes and other Matcrials. But 
the Extravagant Animals one Day took Wing, 
and carry d their aſter to the Moon: Where 
he refided a conſiderable Time, faw and 
onvers?d with Divers Inhabitants of that 
Neighbouring Globe, viſited rhe Comrts of ſe- 
reral Lanar Princes, and was kindly receiv'd 
by 'em all, even at the Serag/io of the Chief 
Emperor, or Grand Signior himſelf. And ha- 
ving been preſented with Three Stones of 
Matchleſs Virtue, and other Rich Gifts, he 
had his Audience of Cones, and came down to 
the Earth again, where he publiſh'd a Journal 
of his Travels, out of which I have exrracted 
this ſhort Epitome ; not thinking it worth the 
while, ro trouble thee with the Entire Rela- 
tion of his Ingenious Whimſics. 

| Doubtleſs, there is nothing ſo eafie, as to 
nvent new and unheard of Fables, to amuſe 
the Credulous World, and Captivate their 
Underſtandings. And I have told thee this, 
% a Parallel ro thoſe Monſtrous Figments of 
Eeypt : Such as that of King Gancar's being 
arry'd in a Pavillion on the Shoulders of Sp:- 
nts: His Jagical Tables, and the reſt of 
bis glorious Whim-Whams. And that of the 
Queen Bor/a, who fate on a Fiery Throne, 
and liv'd in an Exchanted Caſtle, whoſe Walls 
were 
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were full of Pipes, which convey'd to her 
the Aaareſſes of all ſorts of Plaintiffs, and her 
Decree and Deciſion of Controverſies back 
again to them. Such another is that of Barge. 
fir's Silver Tower, and his (itting before his 
People in the Clouds of Heaven : And Be. 
doura's (ending an Ange! who made ſuch 1 
Horrible Roaring, that it causd an Earth. 
Lake. 

Who can without laughing, read the 
of the 1a! of the Teſt, which diſtinguiſh'd be 
tween Harlots and Virgins by the Touch of 
their Hand 2 Or of rhe Spirits which guard 
the Pyramids, One like a Naked Woman, 
walking abour in rhe Open Air at Noon, and 
making Men run Mad tor Love of her ? Ano- 
ther in the Form of an Old Man with a Baf 
ket on his Head, and a Cenſer in his Hand? 
A Third, of a Black Woman, with a Mor 
ſtrous Child in her Arms? There is no End 
of ſuch Fables. Neither can any Man of Rev 
ſon, ſtoop to ſo much Eafineſs as to regard em 
And it is a Pleaſure to me, when I confide 
thee as a Man Actually Satyrical upon Opn 
0x5 and Tradition; repugnant toSer/e, 

Mehemet , whilit thou art in Egypt, 
member that thou were born in Arab:a, when 
Science has flouriſh'd for theſe Thouſand 


Years. 


Paris, 28th. of the gth. coy, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER 


ER 
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LE.I TER .XII. 


To Zorneſan Muſtapha, Baila of 
the Sea. 


] will not pretend to Divination, nor flatter 

thee with Prefages of better Fortune againſt 
the Venetians, during thy Command of the 
Navy, than thy Preaeceſſors have had. Yet I 
believe, thou baſt more Honeſty and Valour 
than ſome of them. And I Congratulate thy. 
Riſe to this Dignity. 

It my Intelligence be true, a more Glori- 
ous Fleet has not fail d out of the Ottoman 
Harbours, than appears now at Sea; under thy 
Command. May thy Succeſs anſwer the Ex- 
peftation of the nſſulmans. But, I tell thee, 
thou haſt need to look about thee ; for thou 
wile encounter a Valiant and Subtle Enemy. 

Thele Vonetians are nor like the Reſt of the 
Nazarenes, Superſtitioully devoted fo the 
Sentiments of their: Prieſts. That Kind of 
Bigottry, chains up Mens Spirits, and renders 
em Efteminate : It blinds 'em, and robs 'em 
of their Senſe and Native Vigour. But theſe 
are bold, reſolute People, fearing neither Man 
nor the Dev4/. They are alſo well vers'd in 
Stratagems, being as Cunning as Serpents. In 
hine, Venice is 'a Commenwea/th made up of 
Soldiers and Stateſmen : And thou canſt nor 
expect, that the Sea makes 'em degenerate. 

G T here: 
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Therefore look for hot Entertainment, when. 
ever thou engageſt thoſe Aboriginal Ty. 
pawlins. I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, 
but to arm thee with due Caution. Thoy 
know'ſt the ſame God who made them, mate 
thee and all the Menin thy Fleet. Thou hf 
alſo the Happineſs ro ſerve the moſt Vitor; 
ous Empire in the World. Fear nothing there. 
fore : But when thou looſett from the Hell. 
ſpont, with the Invincible Fleet, adorned with 
Enſigns of High Renown, the "Profperou 
Streamers of IMahomet : When thou heareſt 
the All-cheering Clarions and Tymbrel; breaths 
ing the Lofty Menaces, the Viral Airs of. War; 
then let thy Noble Heart flouriſh with braye 
Thoughts, and brisk Reſolutions. Yet [kt 
not a falſe Aſlurance of Victory, make thee 
Raſh,and bereave thee of that Conduct, which 
is as neceſſary a Qualification in a Gezeral, s 
Courage. Conſider that the Fortune of Bat- 
tcls is Uncertain : Theretore, do all Thi 
with great Precaution. Truſt not to 
Force of thy C:mmiſſioz. in that chou fightelt 
forthe Lawand Honour (1; the Prophet. Butrt- 
member the Proverb of the Ancients, which 
fays,The Deviloften carries the S: and ar4 of the 
Living God. There may be thoſ in thy Fi, 
who are Treacherous, and at the Devotion df 
the Nazarezes, For, I hcar, that both 
Sparn's and Janizaries were very unwillyg 
to embark themſelves; and Grd knows, how 


far the Venetian Gold may work on ionedl 


the Officers, Tho' their Reſentments ſeem 
to be appeas'd by the Bounty of our Gloriow 
Soverens 


Hopes in a ponrnded Mngeny; aſluming 
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Swereign, yet the ſmalleſt Occaſion may re- 
new their Old Difcontent again, and put 'em 
on more dangerous Tumults at Sca, than thoſe 
they were guilty of aſhore. Orat leaſt, they 
will become more Remiſs and Cold in the 
Frvice of the Grand Sienior. 

Be it how it will, if the Navy has not good 
Succels, the Blame of all will be laid on thee; 
Pardon therefore the Freedom I take in advi- 
ing thee, fince 'tis an Argument of my Aﬀe- 
Qion and Concern for thy Honour and Safety. 
And no Man can with Reaſon be offended at 
another, for warning him of Dangers. In a 
word, I wiſh thee the good Fortune of the 
Engliſh; who have lately taken an /ſland in 
the Wefr-Indies from the Spaniards: They 
call it Famaica- 

It ſeems, the Kizg of Spain had poſic(s'd 
this le from the Time of his Firſt Conqueſts 
in America, where his Subjcits had commit- 
ted horrid Cruelties on the Natives, For 
which, they are now puniſh'd by that New 
Commonwealth, who boalt that they are eſta- 
bliſh'd by God to reform or overturn all the 
Kingaoms of Emrope. 

Thou haſt heard, I ſuppoſe, of Oliver, the 
Swereign of that Nation. He appears like 
another Jingiz, Chan, ſetting up for a Pro- 


ther and Founder of a New Empire, He has 


refus'd the Title of King, which was offer'd 
bim by the Eng/i/þ States, with all the En- 
s of Royalty. But, he aims at a more Suv- 
CharaRer, laying the Foundation of his 


only 


mn 
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- only the Style of Proteftor. They (ay, he 
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talks of leading an Army to the Gatesof Rome, 
and when he has ſubdued the Pope, that hy 
will march or ſail to Conſtantinople, and drive 
the Grand Signior out of his Serag/zo. 

[ tell thee, theſe are not Things to be cop- 
temn'd or laugh'd at» For, this Oliver ha 
the Fame of a Great and Invincible Generd 
And I can aſſure thee, all the Neighbouring 
Kings and States court his Friendſhip. In 
fine, he makes the moſt Fornfidable Figure 
preſent, of any Prince in theſe We/ters Pany 

If it will divert thee at Sex, to hear of the 
TranfaCtions by Lana, know, that Leopolduy 
Ipratins Toſephns, Son of the German Empe. 
ror, is Elected King of the Romans in the 
Room ot his deceaſed Brother. There is alſo; 
Diet aflembled at Frantford, where they have 
roo many Difcords and Quarrels ot their own, 
ro have Leiſure to plot any Mitchiet againſt 
tae Empire of Trae Seiievers. Thele Infidel, 
in their Publick Councils, are like Wome 
Scolding away the Time. that ſhould be em- 
ployed in Action. 

There arrives daily a great Deal of New 
out of Sweden, Mo/covy and Poland. One 
Put informs vs of a Plagae raging at Moſa, 
a''d other Cities ot that Northern Tract : And 
ther alarms us with Intelligence of Si-ges and 
Plundering of Towns, Diſpeopling of Pro 
Vinces, 2nd a Deluge of Blood and Slaughte: 


.” FSS82Y%3 > 


For, the Hveae: eſpouling the Quarrel of 
Moſceuites, endeavour to make their om 
Game in Po/ana: Many Princes. and Gre 
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Men, with their Towers, Villagesand Vaſlals, 
Revolting daily from .the Limtortunate Ca/- 
wir, and ſubmitting to the Swediſh IMonarch. 

And here in Fraxce, thoſe that go not to 
the Wars, make Private Campagnes at Home. 
Here's Nothing but Duelling and Murder a- 
mong Men of the Sword; Whilſt the Eccle- 
faſtices are Combating one another with their 
Pens, and the Lawyers with their Tongaes. 

In $u:ſſer{and, they're Mad about Keligior. 
At Dantzick, Two Eagles were ſeen Com- 
hting in the Air. And, as if all Natare were 
na Ferment, the Winds have been at Vari- 
ance in the Bowels of the Earth, which has 
occaſioned frequent Earthquazes in the Parts 
of Germany. The King of Poland'e Brother 
dead ; and the Queen- Mother of Sweden. 

We muſt all die at the determined Hour; 
And there is no other Terror in Death, but 
what is Created by our own Opinion, nor any 
preater Pain than attended our Birth, For, at 
our Diſſolution, every Element of which we 
were compounded, takes its proper Share ; 
and that which is Divine in Vs, returns to 
that which is Divine in the Univerſe. 


Paris, the 28ths of the gthe Ifoon, 
of- the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER XIII. 


 ToPeſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
| of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms. 


() UR Kinſman [ſoxf is now gone for 14. 
ſcovy, having viſited the moit Remark. 
able Places in this Kingdom. I receiv'd a Let 
rer from him dated at Diep, A Sea-Town 06- 
ver againſt the Eneli/4 Coaſts: He was juſt 
going aboard, as hetells me, when he deliver- 
ed his Diſpatch to the Pojt, God grant him; 
Proſperous Voyage to that Region, and whi 
therloever his Genias or Fortune carry him, 

IL am extremely pleas'd with his Converſe 
tion. Whilſt he was in Parss, I was never 
ſenfible of Melancholy, unleſs 'twere in the 
Evenings, which forced us to part Com- 
pany. He has an Excellent Memory, and 
recountsall the Adventures of his Life with a 
great deal of Eaſe, both to himſelt and his 
Hearers: He never was at a Loſs for Matta, 
or confounded one Circumſtance with ano- 
ther; but ranking every Thing in its due 
Time and Place, deliver'd all with a Clearnels 
and Grace, which affeted me with fingulat 
Delight. 

Betides, he has a ready Wir, lively Fancy, in 
and Judgment enough tor one of his Years. | 
tell thee, the Relations he has made of his 
7 als, with his Regular Deportment bu 

aris, 
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Paris, of which I have been 'a Witneſs, have 
[mprinted in me ſuch an Opinion of his Abi- 
lities, that I have truſted him with ſome Par- 
ticular Inſtructions, in order to a ſettl'd Cor- 
reſpondence between us, in whatſoever Court 
he reſides. For, in a Word, I find him Mature 
enough for Buſineſs of Moment : And 'tis 
Pity his Parts ſhould be bury'd without ever 
zppearing in Action, 

If he tucceeds in what TI have put him upon, 
when he arrives at Archangel, a Sea- Port of 
Ruſſia, and a Place of great Commerce and 
Traffick, I ſhall have good Reaſon to hope 
for more Important Matters, when he comes 
to Moſco, the Chief City of the Nien who 
worſhip the Eyes of their Emperour. And 
then it will be Time to give a-due Character 
othim tothe Afniters of the Port : Wherein 
thou wilt have many Opportunities, to per- 
form the Office of a Kinſman and Friend. 
Thoſe of the ſame Blood, ought. thus to ſerve 
one another with Integrity and AfﬀeCtion : 
For, in ſodoing, we help our ſelves, ſtrengthen 
the Intereſt of our Family, and ſhall find Re- 
turns in Time of Need. As thou haſt receiv'd 
Favour from Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, on the 
Score of being his Country-man ; ſo there 1s 
preater Reaſon, that thou ſhould it ſhew 
Kindneſs to I/ouf, who partakes of our Þ/04- 
There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from do- 
mg Good Offices, tho' to a Stranzer, or even 
toan Enemy. Man is Naturally Generous ; 
and he has debauch'd his $ox/, who acts con- 
trary to this Principle. Yet the greateſt Part 

G 4 ot 


phoſis in our Race : Men have for the moſt 
Part forſaken their Humanity, and changed 
Nature with the Sa/vages. Nay, we tranſcend | 
them in whatſoever is Cruel and Vicious. As 
it our Reaſon were given us, only to teach us | 
the moſt Refin'd Methods of Impiety, and to 
be a more exquiſite Spur to Vice. 

1fouf has preſented me with Solid Obſervs 
tions of this Kind in his 774ve/s, eſpecially im 
Africk. He ſays, that Region is not more Pro- 
likck of Strange and Horrible Beaſts, than it 
is of Monſftrows Men, Brutes and Devils in 
Humane Shape. And tho' he relates ſome 
Fair Things of the Indians, and other People 
in A/ia; yet they are intermix'd with 77 agi- 
c4/ Reports, and Mourntul Afemoirs : Such as 
{tain the Hi/tory of our Race, and make it 
evident, That it is hard to meet with one 
Good Man among Ten Thouſand. The whole 
World is over-run with Oppreſſion, Cruelty, 
Avarice, Perfity, and Luft. 

He relates ftrange Things of the Antiquities 
ot Eg»:. He calls it the only Scene of Won- 
ders and Miracles on Earth. Indeed this 
(.ountry was ever Famous among all Nations 
tor the Wiſdom and Learning of ker na 

who, 
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who, in the Firſt Ages of the World, under- 
| all the Secrets of the Elements, the Kir- 
w 4 tes of Planets and Minerals, and were per- 
E + feftly vers'd in the Science of the Srars and 
"| _ and 1n all Manner of /Affterions 
| wledge. They were ſaid to make Sta- 
twes and - Images, that could Speak; Walk, 
Run, and counterfeit all Humane AGtions. 
| They were alſo exquiſite-in making Miracu- 
lous Talifmans and Mirronrs, with any kind 
of Magical Work, whereby they kept the 
People, and-even the Princes in a Profound 
Awe and Veneration of- their Prodigious 
Knowledge and Power, and likewiſe detend- 
6d their Country againit all /zvagers. Forne 
ſooner did an Enemy appear with his Armies 
on the Frontiers of Egypt, but theſe Prieſts 
had preſent Intimation of it by their Secret. 
Art, even in their: Chambers, perhaps ata 
Hundred Leagues Diſtance. Then by their 
Enchantments, they either caus'd Fire to con- 
ſume them in their Camps, or turned their 
Swords againſt each other, or-ſent an Army of 
Winged Serpents to deſtroy them-. So that 
for many Ages, no King ever proſpered that 
fought againſdthe Egyptians. 

But let not thou and I, dear- Brother, 
lyfter our Reaſon to degenerate, by giving 
Credit to Fiftions. and Romances, though 
vouched by ſome of our Countrymen, ſuch 
a Morat Alzeman, EU n. Abaalbokm, . and 
Qhers. 

He alſo tells many Remarkable Paſlages ot 
the Pyramids of Caire, the overflowing of the 


G5 Nile, 
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Nile, the Mammies, and other Things which 
I havenot now Time to rehearſe; but in ano- 
ther Letter T will gratify thee with a more 
Ample Account of his Obſervations 

In the mean Time, live Thou to enjoy the 
Fruits of thy own Travels in the Eaſt. Which 
if it matches not the South in Proatgzes and 
Stupendons Inventions ; yet it ſurpaſſes both 
it, and all the Reſt of the World, in J«ſtice 
and Moralit:. 


Paris, the 17th. of the 11the Zfoon, 
of the Tear 1655. 


LET TIER XIV. 


To Iſmael Kaidar, Cheik, a Man 
of the Law. 


How haſt the CharaGter and Fame of a 
Great Hiſtorian ; a Man of Intelligence 

both in the Records of Paſt Times, and 
the TranſaQtions of the Preſent. Therefore 
the Name of Chriſtina late Queen of Sweden, 
cannot be ſtrange to thee. I doubt not, byt 
thou haſt heard of this Prixceſ5, fo celebra- 
ted throughout the Earth for her Learning 
and other Noble Accompliſhments ; and how 
the voluntarily refign'd the Crows, to one of 
ber Kinf-men. But perhaps, thou know't 
not the true Motives which induc'd her s was 
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Royal Caprice : For it deſerves no better 
Name, as thou wilt underſtand by the Sequel- 
Her Father, who for his Succeſsful Wars, 
and perpetual Victories was call 'd the Great 
Guſtave, dying, left her in the Entire Poſle(- 
fion of his Kingdom, and New Conqueſts in - 
Germany. But during the Time of her Regs, 
Piementell; the Spaniſh Embaſſador at Stock- 
hols, by daily converſing with this Great 
Leen, usd ſuch plauſible Infinuations, as pre- - 
vail'd on her to have a more favourable Opi- 
nion of the Pope and his Religion, than the - 
had before entertain'd : For, all the Swedes are 
Educated in an Averſion for thoſe of the Ke- 
man Faith, I need not explain to thee, theſe 
DiſtinStions of Beltef among the Nazarenes : 
Thou art vers d in their H/tory, as well as in 
our own. Suffice it to ſay, that this Embaſ- 
fad.r poſleſs'd Chriſtina with fo fair an Idea 
of the Catholick Religion, that ſhe abandon'd 
her Crown, and has ever fince been aQueen- Er- 
rant, a Rojal Rambler through Emrope, being 
refolv'd to make Experiment of the Gene- 
rolity of Cathelick Princes, whoſe Vertues 
Piementells had fo highly extoll'd. 

'Twould be a Work of Seven 40x: for the 
moſt Induſtrious Scribe, to relate all the Par- 
ticular Magnificences, with whiclr ſhe has 
been entertain'd in her Travels through Ger- 
many, Flanders, Alſace, [nſpruck,, ltalyand - 

e, where ſhe now reſides. Every Prince 
of the Reman Church, through whole Terri- 
tories ſhe paſs'd, was Ambitious to gps | 
Prodigal of his Favours and Civilities to th 

5; : Thluſtrions 
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Tlluſtrions Stranger ; Perhaps, to evade the 
Laſhes of her Wit, which, they ſay, is very 
* Satyrical. - Or, it may be, for other Reaſons, 
more forcible and poignant. Be it how it will, 
the Roman Wits have not ſpar'd her ; as thou 
wilt perceive by the following Verſes, which 
on the Firſt Day of the oor of Farnary were 


found in the Hand of Paſquzin, and on the . 


Portal of the Palace Farneſe, where ſhe re- 
ſides 


Pazza, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte, 
Del Monarcha Invitto | indegna Figlta, 
Mentre Pologna Gente & fs Scompiglia, 
A vane Pompe Roma apre le Porte: 
Contra queſt: Applanſi  angriaa forte, 
Et in baſſe Note U altro bis Biglta, 
Corre la Sciocca Gente, alza le cigha, 
Riae Paſquin del Papa, & della Corte. 
Sz ſu venite voi Ruffiant Snell, 

Et portate a Chriſtina 'ſfravagante 

Dt Venere il Scettro ne i Pazzarell: 
LVuol parer dotta, & e rozza Pedante, 
E in Braccio a mangiator di Ravanells 
Vol parer caſta, & e Putana Errante. 


I ſend thee theſe Verſes in the Original, 
knowing thou art a Critick in the 1talien 
Language; befides,they will not ſound fo well 
in Arabick, Thou that haſt been in Rome, 
know'ſt what Paſquin is, and art no Strans 
ger to. the Humours of that City. 

Let not Zampoons of Morole Italians, abate 
thy Charity for this Rehowned Princeſs. _ 
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lt her Extravagances-be an Argument of the 
Greatneſs of her Sox/ ; and remember the old 
Roman Proverb, which ſays, There's no ſur- 
reſing Genias, without ſome Mixtare of Mad- 
ws, 


Paris, the 3oth. of the 1ſt. Moon, 
of the Tear 1656+ 


— y—— — A 


LETTER. XV. 
To the ſame. 


Paving the Space of an Hour before the 

Poſt goes, I could not forbear to inform. 
thee of a New S$tar which lately appear'd in 
theſe Parts, moving in a direct Line from. 
Eaft to North. The Aſtronomers have made 
Accurate Obſervations of ir, and yet are at a 
Loſs what to conclude : Some fay, 'tis below 
the Moy, others place it in the Sphere of the 
Fixed Stars, One will have it a /Aveteor, a 
Second affirms it to be a Plazet; whilſt the 
Jews report every where, that 'tis the Star 
4 __ and a Sign that their 24eſtas- is. at 


nd. 
Nathan Ben Sadds, one of that Nation at 
Vieuna, ſends me ſtrange Stories concerning 
the Prodigies which ſhall go before, and ac- 
company the Appearance of the De/iverer of. 
Iſrael (as he calls him.) i 
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He ſays, there ſhall ſpeedily come a St 
of People ffom the Urtermoſt Parts of the 
Earth, of a Black ard Horrivte Aſpect, 6 
that whoever ſhall but calt an Eye on any of 
them, ſhall immediately die, as by the Glance 
of a Ra/ilisk. For every one of them ſhall have 
Two Heads, and Seven Eyes, glowing and 
{ending forth Sparks of Fire as Poiſonous az 
the Flaſhes of the Wind E/-Sawiel in Arabia. 
They ſhall alfo be Switt as Stags. And about 
the ſame Time, an extraordinary Heat ſhall 
flow from the Sw”, which being diſpersd 
through the Elements ſhall corrupt the Air, 
Earth, and Waters, and infect all this Lower 
World with ſuch Peſzs/ential Qualities, that a 
Million of Gentzles (for fo the Jews call all 
that are not of their Own Nation) ſhall dir 
every Day. And Men ſhall be in ſo great 
Conſternation, that they ſhall run up and 
down the Streets crying, #7, Wo to us and om 
Children! They ſhall dig their own Graves, 
and go down into them of their own Accord, 
expecting Death. - But, that all this Time, 
the Jews ſhall be in Safety and Health. - 

This Hebrew adds, That the Light of the 


San ſhall be torally extinguiſh'd for the Space - 


of Thirty Days; during which horrible Dark- 


neſs, the Chritiars and /Mahometans. ſhall 


acknowledge their Errors, and many of them 
ſhall embrace the Law of Aoſes ; for which 
God being mov'd to Mercy, will reſtore that 
Planet againto its former Brightneſs. 

But, what he fays next, is an Unhappy 


Preſage to the Remans, whoſe Empire ac- 


Co 


HO 
_ 


- ne FY HY ww Ra —- 


Vol. V. aSpy at PARIS. 135 


cording to this Tradition ſhall be extended o- 
ver all the Regions of the Earth for the Space 
of-Nine 4007s. After which Term, God 
ſhall ſend the Firſt Zeſ/ias, the Son of Fo- 

h, who ſhall gather the diſpersd Tribes of 

rael, and condutt them to Jeruſalem. From 
whence he ſhall iflue forth, with. a ViRtorious 
Army, and lay walte the Rowan Empire, ſack 
Rome it (elf, and carry away the Immenſ? 
Riches of the Chriffians to Jeruſalem ; and 
the very Fear of him ſhall reduce all Nations 
to his Obedience. He ſhall fight with A4y- 
millai Haraſcha, the*Avtichriſt of the Chr. 
fias, and ſhall deſtroy Two Hundred Thou- 
and of Armillas's Followers ; but in the End 
ſhall be lain himſelf, and the Good Ange/s 
ſhall tranſport his Body to the Apartmerr of 
the Fathers. 

The Jews hold, That this Armilla; ſhall 
fpring out of an Image of the Virgin Mary in 
Rome, made of Marble, with which the moſt 
Wicked and Profligate among Men ſhall be 
emamour'd, and commit the moſt execrable 
Uncleanneſs that can be nam'd. The Reſult 
of theſe Adu/terows Congrefles ſhall be, That 
the Statue by a Supernatural Power ſhall prove 
Impregnate ; and cleaving aſunder ſhall be 
deliver'd of this Young Art:chri/t, who is to 
vex and perſecute the Jews, and afflict them. 
with greater Calamities than either :6ey or 
their Fathers felt fince the Begining of the 
World. They ſhall be forc'd ro flee into the 
Deſarts, and hide themſelves in the Dens 
and Caves of the Earth, living only r- . 1 

r 


x36 Letters Writ by Vol. V, | y 


Graſs, and Herbage, with the Leaves of Trees; 
till the great {ichael the. Archangel ſhall th 
Thrice wind his Horm. Then ſhall the&& | ,, 
cond Meſſias, the Son of David, with Ela | 
the Prophet appear, who ſhall reſcue 'em out | 4 
of all their Troubles, and lead them Trium- | 1, 
phant to Paraas/e. an 

This is the Sum of what Nathan, andall | 5 
the Jews believe concerning the Laſt Timer, | 4 
which they ſay are now. approaching:: Asis | y, 
evident by the Rifing of this New Star, as | T} 
company d with terrible Thunders and Light. | 
nings» And the Chief Patriarch or Prince of | M4 
the Jews, is come from Jer«/alem to Views, | 
to prepare thoſe of his Nation in theſe Weſter: 
Parts, for the'Grand Revolutions which they | for 
believe are ready to fall out- in the Worls. | of 
All the Jews in that City went out a League. | C3 
to meet him, with great Pomp and Solemnity. | ap, 

In the mean while I hear that the Son of | 4p 
the late Vizir Azem, makes a Confuſion a- ee| 
mongſt you at Conſtantinople, and the Parts } yg 
adjacent, being at-the Head of Fifty Thouſand | 1; 
Men, on Pretence to revenge the D:ath of | his 
his Father. But really to recover his Raviſhd. | Ty 
Adſtreſs, the Fair Soltana Zamiowvre, who | thy 
was forc'd from his Serag/ by the Grand Sig+ | Ay 
»or's Command. Women and Vine, accor- | fy 
ding to the Proverb of the Franks, makeall | 
the Diſturbance in the World. And without | ing 
calling to Remembrance the Trojan Wars, : 
the: Linhappy Effe&ts of Helena's Perfidy, we 
may conclude, That Women are the Occafir 


ans-of many Quarrels among us. br 
Qu g tw 
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There is a Peace hately concluded between 
the French and the New Englii/p Common- 
wealth: By which Means the Ex1l'd King of 
the Scots, was forc'd to depart from this Reaim, 
which has been his Santtxary for many Years. 
He went away at the Beginning of the Treaty, 
and has wandred up and down Germany) ever 
fince ; ſometimes keeping a Comrt like a King, 
at other Times living /cognito, and very pri- 
vately, with only Two or Three Attendants. 
That poor Prince is very Unfortunate; yer, 
they ſay, he bears his Calamity with fingular 
Moderation, and a certain Royal Stiffneſs of 
Mind, which will rather break than bend. 

This Pope is a great Peace-maker, and has 
ſent Nantio?s with Letters to all the Princes 
of Chr:ftendom within the Pale of the Roman 
Church, earneſtly prom them to Unity 
and Friendſhip, that ſo their Arms may be 
turned againſt the Iſnuſſulmans His Prede- 
ceſſer was of another Sentiment, and would 
not inter-meddle in the Quarrels of any. One 
Day, as he was looking out of a Window of 
his Palace with ſome Cardinals, they ſpied 
Two Men a fi =_ in the Street ; eres 4 
they defired the Holy Father to interpoſe his 
Authority, and command Peace. But he re- 
fuſed, ſaying, Let them fight it out, and then 
they'll be good Friends of Courſe. And turn- 
Ing to the Spani/o Embaſſador, he ſaid, So 
will it fare with your Maſter, and the King 
ef France: 1#hen they have ſuffitiently wearied 
ot one another with Wars, they will gladly em- 


brace the Propoſals of Peaces 
Here 


> —— 


en es <a <a rms — 
De RIP 


_ - 
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Here is great Rej 
liation _—_— made cen the King and his 
Uncle the Dzke of Orleans, who have been 
d a long Time, the latter having e- 
ſpousd the Prince of Conde's Cauſe. But 
now he has abandon'dit, and is come to the 
Canrt. 
Theſe Infiaels areas inconſtant as the Wind, 
which vary to all the Points of the Compaſs, 


Paris, the 3oth. of the 1ſt. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


[ _— 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Solyman, his Couſin, at Scutari, 


] 5, thou art given over to a Spirit of Dib 
content. Nothing can pleaſe chee. Thou 
murmureſt at Providence, and caſteſt Obls 
=_ on the Ways of God: As if the Orderof 
| Things, and the Eftabliſh'd Oeconomy of 
the Unzver/e, muſt be Chang 'd togratify thy 
Humour. 

Formerly, thou wert troubl'd with dull 
melancholy Thoughts about Religion: Now 
thou art angry with thy 7raae, and pinelt 
that thou wert not Educated in the Acade- 
my. A AMecbanick Life, thou fay'ſt, is Te 
dious and Irkſome: Beſides, hat it is beneath 
one of thy Blood, to be always my 
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"making of T»rbants: Thou wiſheſt rather 


to have been a Courtier Soldier, or any Thing 

fave what thou art. 

* Couſin, tet not Pride and Ambition corrupt 

thy Manners. Dolt thou not conſider, that 
True Believers are oblig d to exerciſe ſome 


Manua! Occupation, and that the Sultan 


himſelf 1s not exempted from this Duty > Did 
not the Prophet himſelf praCtiſe it, and enjoin 
it toall his Followers? Haſt thou not heard 
of his Words, when he ſaid, No Man can eat 
&y Thing [weeter in this World, than what is 
acquir'd by his own Labours? Doubtleſs, all 
the Prophets, and Holy len, have gain'd 
their Bread by their Lawful Employments. 
Adam was a Gardiner, Abel a Shepherd, Seth 
a Weaver, Encch a Taylor, Noah a Ship-wright : 
Moſes, Saguib,and Mahomet were Shepheras : 
Yeſns the Son of Mary a Carpenter : Abn-Be- 
cre, Omar, Othman, Gali, and Gabdoracha- 
nas were Merchants 


Doſt thou eſteem thy ſelf of better Blood 


than Adams,from whom thou receiv'dſt thine » 
For ſhame. preferr not thy ſelf to Noah, the 
Reſtorer of Mankind, to Jeſus the Meſſias, to 
Mahomet our Holy Lawgiver, and to the Reſt 
of thoſe Excellent Perſons, who thought it 
no Contemptto work at their ſeveral 7raae-, 
and eat the Bread of their own Labours. 
Beſides, doſt thou conſider the dangerous 
ons of a Prince's Court. Art thou ſufh- 
ciently arm'd with Wit and Dextericy, to fe- 
cure thy Station againſt the Wily Trains of 


defigning Men ? I do not reproach thy Abili- 
ties 3 
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ties: Yet I think thou wilt do betrer- in the 
Poſt allotted thee by Deſtiny, that is, in th 
Proper Callirg, than in the perillous 


tion-of thoſe who ſtand or fall at the Pleaſure 


of Others. Whereas thou art now thy own 
Man, and needeſt fear no Tempeſts of State 
or Frowns of thy Prince, ſo long as thou pur. 
ſueſt-none but thy private Aftairs- Many $0. 
vereign Aonarchs have envy'd ſuch as thee, 
when .they have ſeen,. how cheartully and 

uietly they” paſs'd away their Time, under 
the Umbrella of an Obſcure and PrivateLife: 
Whereas, at the Cort, there is Nothing but 
Intriguing, Plotting, ayd Treachery ; one 
Undermining another, to make Way for their 
own Advance. The Comxrt is a perfect The. 
atre, of Fraud, Difimulation, Envy, Mx 
lice and a Thouſand Vices, which there at 
their various Parts, under the Habitand Dif 
yu of ſeeming YVertues. There a Man-mult 

atter the Great, and ſpeak againſt his own 
Sence, and the Truth, to procure the Favour 
of ſome dignifi'd Fool: Than which, Nothing 
is more Ignoble and Baſe. - 

This puts me in Mind of a pleaſant Repw- 
tee, which Diogenes the __*.ay gave $04 
Courtier. The Spark paſſing by Diogenes, 8% 
he fat in a T#6, eating of T&rneps, put this 
Scoff upon him ; Diegenes, faid he, If this 
wouldſt but learn the Art of Flattery, thi 
need ft not fit here in a Tub,{cranching of Roth 
To whom the Philo/opher reply'd : 4nd then, 
vain-2loriows Man, if thow would'ſt but lean 
ta live contented with my homely Fare, needf 

oa 
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wut condeſcend to the Fawning of a Spaniel. 


"But, Cox/in, It not this Paſſage caule thee 
toemulate the Phi/oſapher's Manner of Life ; 
For, he had hisVices, as well as other Men. 
If he was no Flatterer, yet he was Proud and 
Opinionative: He laid Trains for the Ap- 
plauſe of Men in all his Aftions, and fo 
taught others to become Flatterers, tho' he 
was none himſelf. All his pretended Humi- 
lity, Mortification, and Rigour, were but ſo 
many Decoys for Fame. Of this, Plato was 
ſenfible, who was a far more Excellent Phs- 
loſopher than he» As this Sage was one-Day 
walking with ſome of his Friends in the Fields, 
they ſhew'd him Dzogenes ſtanding up to the 
Chin in Water, whoſe Szperficies was frozen 
over, ſave oge Hole that Drogenes had made 
for himſelf. Ph, ſays Plato, don't regard 
him, and he'll ſoon be out : For, had he not 2000 
us coming this Way, he would not have put him- 
ſelf to this Pain» Another Time this Philoſo- 
pher came to Plato's Houſe : And as he walk- 
ed on the Rich Carpets with which the Floor 
of the Hall was covered ; See, ſaid Dzogenes, 
how 7 trample on Plato's Priae. Tesfaid Plate, 
but with greater Priat. | | 

Certainly, the greateſt Philoſophers, Dottore, 
and even Saints themſelves have their Errors 
and Failings. Do not therefore affe& to 
change thy Calne, for the Life of a Student 
or a Contemplative Man. For, the ſame 
Diſcontene will ſtill haunt thee in that State, 
which makes thee ſo uneaſy now. Thou art 


a perfe&t Stranger to the Intolerable Am 
© 
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of Mind which afflicts Thinking Men, and 
{uch-as apply themſelves to rhe Study of the 
Sciences, They labour under a Perperwl 
Thirſt of Knowledge; and the more t 
learn, the greater and more Ardent is their 
Defire of farther Diſcoveries. So that the 
molt accompliſh'd Sages, are no more fatif. 
fied with their own Acquiſitions, than he who 
has never meddled with Bookss 

Then, as to their Bodies, they are always 
vexd with one Malady or other, proceeding 
from the violent Agitation of their Spirits, 
the Intenſeneſs of their Thoughts, perpetual 
poring upon Books; and theic Sedentary 
Life. | 

In all that I have faid, I do not difiwade 
thee from ſecking after Knowledge. I. rs 
ther counſel thee to read Books, and I gave 
thee the ſame Advice in a former Letter, 
But, do it with Moderation. Let not th 
Studies entrench on the Afairs of thy C 
ing, Read Hiſtories, or other Tratt- accot- 
ding to thy Fancy, when thou haſt nothing 
elſe to do. But, do not follow it ſo clok, 
as if thou aſpirdſt ro the CharaSter of 4 
Compleat Hiforian or _—_ Still 
remember, that thou art a Tur qnt- Make, 
and that by the Decree of Fate thou art 
born for this Buſineſs. Follow it with Ala 
crity and Mirth, When thon «tt at thy 
Work, 'twill be pl-aſant meditzring on 
thou haſt read at thy ſpare Hours. Thou 
wilt find thy ſelf —__ more happy, in thus 
mixing Studies with the neceffary _y 


S 75a FR x F.-02»* - - 


» Re Rana & wiz, o © 


il 


Vol. V. a Spy at PARIS. 143 


thy Trade, than in abandoning thy (elf whol- 
ly to a Contemplative Life. . And in the 
Midſt of thy Ditzuſts, thou mayit comfort 
thy elf witi this Reflection, That thou art 
none of the moſt Deſpicable Calling, 
which ſerve the Neceſſities of Man's Body. 
Had thy Employment been only to make 
Papouches or Sandels, which cover the Feet, 
t might have been an Argument of Diſcon- 
tent to thee, in Regard the Foot is the tnoſt 
Contemntible Member in the Body. But now 
thou paſleſt thy Time in making Ornaments 
for the Head, which is the Nobleſt Part, and 
Commander of all the Reſt, thou haſt no Rea- 
ſon to repine- FO 
| If, after all, thou reſfolveſt to change thy 
Courſe of Life, I adviſe thee to turn So/ater ; 
for, then thou mult be contented and patient 
per force. : 
Paris, the 17th. of the qth- Ifeon, 
of the Tear 1646. 


LE T- 


LETTER XVII 
To Melec Amer. 


T HE Nazarenes boaſt much of the New 
Converts they have made from the Ms 
ſelman Law to the Faith of Jeſws the Son of 
Alary, On the 23d. of the laſt Aon, x 
Ioor of Tripoli was baptiz din a Charchof 
this City; and.the next Day he was Anointed 
with their Chri/m or Holy Oyl (as they callit) 
which they ſay has a Virtue to confirm and 
ſtrengthen him in his New Re/igiov. On the 
25th. he was cloath'd all in #hite Lixen, and 
walk'd in ag through the Streets with 
Muſick playing before him, whilſt the Ground 
' was ſtrew'd with Flowers, When he arrivd 

at the Great Moſch of this City, a Prieſt gait 
him that which they eſteem the Boay of the 


with the Figare of a Man Crucified on it 
Theſe Wafers are made and ſold to the Prizfi 
by the Common Bakers of the Town, andy 
they make the Poor Ignorant People beliew, 
with Foxr Words they can change them into 
an Immortal God. 

The Renegads- oor appears very zealow 
and devout, frequenting the Temples, and 
fiting all Holy Places. He walks alo 
Streets with Beads in his Hands, whi 


People Interpret as an Argument of his Piet 


to the Yirgin Mary, the Mother of Jo 
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_— Bur in Reality, is only a Wafe,' 
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From 
this while they conſider not,” that he may be 
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For; when they pray to her, it.is the Cuſtom 
member their Or4i/0ns on Beads. - But all 


4 te, as to their Religion, and inſtead of 
ing his Prayers to her. maydireftthem 
to God alone; asall the True Fairhfultdo, who 
boſe ' Beads, in rebearfing the Divize'Ejaculd- 
tieows, "as well as the Chriſtians 'in'r 
their Ave- /faria, which they (ſay, wasrlie $4- 
latation that Gabriel gave the Virgin, when he 
enter'd her Or atory- | i n 
Be it how it will, he gets Abandance- of 
by his Devorion :- For the Franks-are 
rally -very Charitable; and -give 'plentiful 
Alms to the Poor. But eſpecially ro-oneun- 
der his 'Circurnſtances, they are- extremely 
Liberal, that fo they may imprint in hima 
more fervent Aﬀe&tion, and profound-Reve- 
rence-for their Religion. 
© But he is not the only Convert they gas 
Many Cptives they either wheadle, or force 
to turn Chriſtians. Thus; he that was taken 
w'$ea by 'the Ships:of - Melra Twelve: Years 
3, when iv was xeported through Chri/ttx- 
that he was the Grand Signior” Son; 1s'of 
hte turn'd Chriftian-and Friar, > ſo- 
lemnly and in Publick abjur'd the 4uſſu/mas 
Lew, cared our Holy Prophet,” and all thoſe 
of his 'Race,. with the | Believers of the Alce- 
7%. He is like to come to great Preferments 
hn the "Roman | Church. They call: him the 
Sitoman Father" and boatt, That the 7rwe 
Heir of the Turkiſh Empire is a Chriſtian, and 
Ai their Cuſtody, 
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::YRt-after all, 
i: Dov Philippe, the | 


Equpp'd to 
or + © ms wages > op 2 - 
(4 an Or It» x 
we, thes will only prove a Sperifh Rint 
ont ade; that Mimarch having Work enoi 
cut out for him in Exrope and America, by 
French and Engli/h, to divert him: from 
any fuck Wild: Enterprize on A/r:ck. Bow 
ever it be, this Den Philippe is much talkidel 
n Chriſtendom and the Spanserds flatter them: 
{clves with the Hopes. of uering a gret 
vs x 0h by his Means, he having 
anFeiendss a confiderable Intereſt im thols 
arts, RT 
Thow:mayſt int the D:v4n, rhat 
mn. the Dwarf is ill living, and fer 
Port with a ſecret and untainted Zeal. | Two 
days ago he: diſcover'd a Cunning Praftice 
Cardinal Max :rini, whoſe Motions and. 
trigues he watches very narrowly. Het 
lures me, That this 22inifter has diſjunc 
aw 


the Proſe/ye of greuelt Fung | 
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'$ Two Agents to the King of Sweden and 
| 5 Le conrdrar a Letter to 
3 cxchof theſe Princes from the King of France; 
4 al with Blank Papers, and the King's Seal, 
T them ons, to fill up. thoſe 
and Seat them with the Kang's. Siquet, 
asthey found the 77eat go forwartl 
between tho Prozety. The main of 
this Trick being, to'birder them from enter 
ing into 2 Leagse againit the King of Poland, 
Wane Arritice theſe Agents could uſe,-in 
exatly timeing and ſuitmg their 
(99 AGET Difficulties and 
that always bappen.in foch Z7exties; thai 
may exaſperate each Part the 
fine; Nr ofter'd; without being ob- 
lg ſerd to Fierce tor {on room 3 


—_ breed roo much Delay, and ſpoil their | 


Pobin this thou mayſt 
#4%-comesnor 


ceive, that oO 
ort of tus Predeceflor 


Beincly efpecially. t the Inhabicants of Paris, 
ever or nes the Kat pens of the laſt Year, 


devs, 

= q"% all-rhe Gold and Silver- Money 
»# dom; ſhou'd/be brought in to his 
Mdnrito benew Conrd. The Merchant: firſt 
axmaplaitit of: this Edi? ; and rhen it was 
milernur'd at by all Trading People. At 
the Parliament of Pars: took it -= 

H 2 the 
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their :Confideration, and ppt 
Pleaſure: Upon which he d Fioh 
their Afembers, and has ſeveral Times 
.bited them to Aſſemble ; yet they perf 
meet, till he baniſh'd more of them: Wii 
; of pe them intb the 
C ; has but incens'd em more: And 
thed mr up the Coals,a) 
do likewiſe - Frier of-the-Prince of Candy, 
* he Parliament are very bold and 
in their Proceedings, 


| 7 9111 6} 
cs beibga at.' "this Paſs, Tr: 
oa ;InſurreQions, Maſſacres and:dthi 
of Popular Fury. The Rich-are lay 
in vaſt Quantities of _= _ a 

n——_ it they expected hi gn 
-the moe face the better for la at 
iven among them by 

Targoſl of the we) arr liament, to 
the Fattion, Beſides, thou know the 
_ always delights in Novelty and Srate- 
peſts, þ oping for Plunder, and tq _ 

7 by = Ruine of others. - : 

I know not what Conduft is bieteſt form 
to uſe in this Caſe- Whethet, jt will be. 
me to abide in.ebis City, or follow the 
which is now at:L4' Fore in Piceray. 


| 
4 
| 
by 
ti 
by 
f 
C 
ni 
ee 
ry 
its 
P; 


ther I ſhould retire to-ſome other Plack 
liable co Civil Diſturbances. I wiſh, 


&r5 of the. Port would. ſend me. jo 
wr ſtruRons 
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ſtruſtions,what I ought to do in theſe Emer- 


From Rome we hear, that the Pope and 
' Cardinals are in great Confternation on ſome 
Intelligence they have receiv'd, That the-Ex- 
g4/bintend to. make a Defaent on the Teri. 
tories of | the Chnrche. \ That Nation 'is now 
become 'the Great \Bug-bear, of all Ewrope, 
fnce' they have molded themſelves into-a 
Commonwealth, | 

Every Kingdom and Empire has a Time to 
niſe, and another to fall. who can de- 
termine the Period wherein the Ottoman Glo- 
ry will decline, which is: not yet advanced to 
Its Zewith bl ; 


Paris, Yinhs of the 5th. An, 
of. the Tear 1656+ 


fn NIES a —_ EY 


— 


LETTER XyL.. +1 


. S o 


7 ber "i _ Giraw'a Chief _ 
ſurey to the. Grand Signior.' - 


bave at Length rais'd thee 
TED / the Charge of Im+ 
in Thy Cultogy 


is, qeaetnbe match'd in the 

thee with. Graces ſuit- 

a Be "aſa il of of Temptations L 
pe cho wilt not be m—_— at my Prayer, 
as 
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as was thy Predecefſor Kenan Baſſa; it ſome 
Counſels of like Nature, which I gave him 
a Letter. Some Men are ſtrangely Cholerick, 
and look on him as an Enemy who” give 
them good Advice. I only warn'd him-«f 
the ordinary Cheats that are praftis'd at Ciy- 
tain: Times in the | Treaſory,) which thou 
know'ſt ro be true as well as". And I wil 
chee farther, he himſelf was Ciſpefted-by 
many in the Seraglio, not to have been aho- 
gether exempt from Guilt. & 

 Daty in gheing ten rceflry” aging 
my in im | ry Cautions 
For, ſuch i wi of my Superionys, thit 


I ſou'd not be afraid to unravel the Secrets 


_ who are =_ to _ he Kg 
id not charge kim with ſuch a 
therefore he had no Reaſon to be ; 
Burt ſome Men will pick a Quarrel with the 
own Shadows. In a Word, this Gr andee for- 
got himſelt. | A 

In ſaying ſo, I do not reflet-on his Orig- 
»4l, or that he was found marry Fm 
bill in R»/6a, a poor ragget' Infant, 
the Tartar: took him Captive, arong WE 
Thouſands of orhers, in the Plunder | 
_ row, and fold him to the Caps Aga, K 
Thirteen Piafters; by ' Reaſon of his You 
146 inot call to mind the Cirewiighc 


the Favour of the Su/tv, 


_— 
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Bit what'T aim at is, that in his being diſ- 
guſted zt the Remonſtrances I made of ſome 
ns and finiſter PraCtices in the Treaſury, 
ip ne , that he himſelf is ſtill a Save to 
Cit, Sipnior, as well as T, and therefore 
not above InfttuRion- 
Well, it ſeems he is now mads C 
- « and thou ſucceedeſt him inthet 
aſarer.” To bimT wiſh all i le 
$f -ins ViRtories at Sea, for the of 
our Great Mafter,and the Muſſ; ulman Empire : 
To thee, for thy own Sake, and for my Bro- 
ther's, ' whom F know thou wilt ever reſpe&t 
a Friend ; I wiſh Encreaſe of Riches and 
ivy even as thy Merits and Services 
rgivent, in the Efteein of the Sa/tev, and 
all the World. 
And, I tell rhee, I have far livelier 
to ſee this Latrer Wiſh take EM, rhaty 
Former; For, what Reaſon have we to ex-- 
nb 'Luck' from the Courz#t or Con- 
this Oi003 Kienar, than from the 
brave TT Muſt apha, who commianded 


| Unhapoy Thought has me Ints 
Brings umour, as 45 was in 
when che ©xcew of Carthag e — yt 
eunt of the 77 on Warr, 
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alſo; of all the other Travedies Aﬀted 
Seragho, fince the Second Moon of this. 
Neither are the Cauſes and Origin of ſo m 
— >—n and Blood-ſhed hid from me. 'Ty 
apparent, that there is an Univerſal 
rder and Corruption i in the DiGpline fY 
1x nr ng = 
4 formerly - wrote to the Kaya Bey ou thy 
Account. - 'Bur-it ſeems, Avarice the. Rbot 


of all Evil, had render'd him Inſenfible {and 


Obdurate. 
Is it not aShame that the Pay of Cho 


ſerye.the Grand Signior in the 
Ro 


be, Gerain's, not, Three or Four 

Five or: Six. Tears, by, theix.corru 

They fitar 'home joying their he Bei 

ling in Taverns, and committing a Thad 

Riots ; whillt the others-undergo n 
Fatigues abroad. and arereduc'd to the extrem. 


eſt. Neceſſities, not having ſo much as the Ve 
allow'd. 'em by he Salan, to hare, 


with Nothing but Tauntsand R 


if they -were not. worthy to eat the Clans 


lr, . tho' they freely hazard 
Lives. for my It. is = Wonder, the Jaw- th 


45 ace fy nbekdld in their Rags, ar Þ 
Ne, 1 Temvor bt amene the Fate of thoſe 
Rho zerlficd tg, 


a that 197, who AMilitis : 


I condole the Loſsof the brave So/nwan Kyzir . 


dt The Janizarics had an old cn 


Tar And, FE, tþ fomphin of 06 
ings, -.1 o | 
eproaches, a 
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nn ever fance his hot Diſpute- with 
»Boſtangs:: Bafſs; and now they wess' re- 
foly'd:to execute their Revenges | -, / /,. + 
As for / the, Kiaya Bey, ir:{eems to.-be, 2 
Stroak of -Divine Juſtice, that he who-had 
been- the Cauſent all sliis. Mutiny, choud in 
Remorſe ſtrangle-Himſelf, and fo goto we) 
a Explation for. the. many Lives he 
away. "i: . 7 + ek | j a; 
+ And! there's: lirtle- leſs: to he Gid, in. R 
ha: afane Myfti; who was the Chjet of 
ſe that: 'd their Maſkgr; Sultan Zbra- 
kini. To'tell:thee' my true Refentments, 1 
am heartily forry for'all the. Reſt: -But to 
thole who were -concern'd in that Treaſon, 
thare ſeems no+ Pity due- - And the - J4ufti 
—_— God and bis good: Stars, that his 
It went not withrhe Others. They report 
heze, ;be is fled. into Zgypr. 


--But,what was that Gelep Aſan, who bead- 


ed this: Rabble 'of Mutineers > I have heard 
Nothing of him, before the Intelligence I re- 
ceiv'd of his ſudden Riſe, and equally preci- 


; lome paſſionate Fool, of an ill-con- 
Midriff, which -us'd-to make.a Quarrel 


Tapas, during this Fumult.-.. He, was, I 
d 


between his Heart and his Spleen: And from 
| this Inteſtine Broil, he habitually learn'd the 


Way to ſet People-tog by the Ears. A 
popular Man, an Incendiary, and one that 
knew how to wheadle the Vulgar to his own 
ine. - Who can give. an Account of theſe 
Things > 'Or who can. anravel the Web. of 
Deſtiny > Tho' there's nothing ſtrange in his 
| Hs particular 
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particular Caſe, yet in the General 'tis pros 
digious, That fuck little Inſtruments. ſhoud 
be able to give' fo terrible a Shock -to'the 
Frame of an-Aricient and Mighty Govern. 
 - He was 4 Man'of no Fame or 
and yet for the Space of Two Adooxs, he 
be ſaid to command the Greateſt Sweren 
the World, Sole Proprietor of Fa 
nour- And, had he puſh'd on x 
"tis not improbable; -but that he m | 
exaired himfolf above his 24after, and” 

curd: his” Poſt againſt alt Aﬀter-claps. For 
according to my Intelligence, he had 
the Sedition, heapd together prodi 
of Money, the Preſents of Baf#s and other 
Ainifters of the Port, who all adord/thi 
new ring Comer, and ſought his Proteftioh 
and Fayour again{t. the 'Barbarous  Rabble, 
But, it ſeems, he was mnfatuated with-too 
much Glory, and confider'd not that 
Body watch'd all nities and 


ons to ruine him : And that his very Follow 


ers, wou'd be the Firſt ro betray him, - as. {don 
This generally happens 63 ll Ring teadooa 
is generally: to'a 
Parties. | When. once the Spirier of a Fathm 
are ſpent, the Lees (which confift of Regret 
' and Contufion) are diſcharg'd on thoſe who 
feſt fermented them, mix'd with the'Rt& 
venge of the State. 1 
There 'are Abundance | of Great''and 
brave Men gone.” But, the old Negidher wa 
of their Council; and he brought _ — 
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Ruine, as he didthe Cores of Mecca, when 
they conſpir'd againſt the Life of the Propher, 
This Devil enter'd the Temple (where they 
were aſſembled) in the Shape of an ancient 
Man, decrepid and leaning on a Crutch. And 
when he was commanded to withdraw, he -- 


them, He was 4 Semor, who had {een aft © 


told 
-yh and. remark d the fire $4 Timss ; 
6 Was Expire. in uy SECrOS,- and: 

rendring Difficult ho © eaſy. - In a Word, 
le w'd ſo many plaufible Infinuations,: char 
they admitted him into their Aſumbly. But, 
nofie 'of their Counſels proſper'd. -- 

That malicious Demon, 1s often preſent in 
the Cabals of Seditious Men ; and tho' 
ſee him not, yet he au Woe 
Plots, and brings 'em to Shame and Puniſh- 
ment. ' For he 1s- the Spirit of- Exvy: Ajid 
tho' he be himſelf a Revel,and the Ring-/rddler 
ofa Fattion in the Kingdom of the Ar; yet, 
ſuch is his | Nature, that he 
ſuffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth : Not 
for any Love that he bears ro Government 
but becauſe hedelights to be aQtive in Miſchief, 
beit where it will ; and the Guardian Spirits, 
will not ſuffer him tomix with the eſtabliſh'd 
Divans of ann Emmpire. | 

The All-Good God preferve thee from the 
Malice of wicked Demons, who always hover 
about Treaſures of Gold and Silver. 


Paris, 226 of the 1th. Aeon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


LETTER 
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LETTER. XIX. 
To the ſame. 


HE Troubles of the Swbl:me Port gouch- 

fac Tempeſt of Blicitous Thoughts ad 
in a T O tous 

Anxieties, for the Honour and Safety of the 


Oſman Empire, that I had no Leiſure to think 
of- my own-particular Hazards, whilſt-I was. 


wriees the other Letter- Yet I have been en- 


in Abundance of Vexatious Circum- 
gulhin and perillous Accidents» 


It generally happens, that when one Mif- 


ſorrne befalls a Man, it brings a Tran along 
with it. So that-at ſome Seaſons we ſeem to 


be hefieged with Evils, or at leaſt ſocloſely, 
block'd up by. an Army of Calamities, that. 


there is no Paſſage lett open, either for Relief 
or Intelligence. 
wo has it far'd with me of late, and with 
Thovſands of- others, I doubt not, in this Po- 
pulpus on The Rebellion of the Prince of 
Cong, 15; t 
King mu ſome Reaſons to apprehend a fe- 
cret Conſ| Tacy of the Prince's Friends and 
Well-Wiſhers in Paris and other Places, has 


causd a very ſevere Scrutiny to be made of all 


Strangers and Sojourners. The Soxbaſhi's or 
Officers go to every Houſe within their Pre- 
cin, taking down the Names of all the In- 
habirants 1 n Writing, and ſeizing the a” 
0 


— 


Occaſion of all-rhis- For, the, 
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of thoſe whom they ſuſpe&t. The Priſons are 
fill d with People of all Ranks, and the No- 
bles are ſent to the Caſtle of the Wood of Vin- 
Ciennes, Tis ſaid, the King has a Liſt of 
many Thouſands of Conde's Party in Paris, 
who defign'd on a prefix'd Day to take up 
Arms for that Prince, and that their Exam- 
ple wou'd have been follow'd all over the 


aoms 
wy. knows what is in the Hearts of. theſe 
Infigels: T am ſure, Mabmat is wholly a Stran- 
ger to their P/ors- Tho laſt Year I receiv'd 
certain Inſtruftions from the Yizir Azem, 
commanding me to aCt ſecretly in the Prixce 
of Conde's Bebalt, to abett the Fatt:on, and uſe 
all the Endeavours and ArtTI cou'd, to raiſe 
a New Party tor him among the Conrtiers. 
But, 1 wav'd ſo dangerous an Employment, 
by: propoſing to hmm the vaſt. .Expences it. 
wou'd require, 'and the Neceſlity of ſending 


' ſome Extraordinary Embaſſy to this Court, to 


countenance: the Buſineſs. To tell thee the 
Truth, .I efteem'd it a Thing ImpraRticable, 
and a mere Caprice of that Adive Baſſa, who 
tad a- Natural Kindneſs for; Rebels, and de- 
lghted'xo have a Hand in difficult Underta- 
ws, 4 there was any Likelibood of 
Succeſs or nor. | 
But, he is dead, and let that atone for all 
his Rebellions, when he had the Command of 
ne  Llove not to load the departed Soxls 
Accuſations. . What Lhave to ſay, is-in 

wy own; Vindication, who cou'd not approve 
his Poltich Chimera : In Regard, had = = 
Ceeadea, 
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ceeded, no Profit or Advantage wou'd from 
thence ariſe to the Ottoman Empire: And had 
it been difcoverd, not only I and all- the 
Secrets of my Commiſſion wou'd have lain o- 
. pen to the Jnfidels, but alſo it woud have 
been an Eternal Diſhonour and- Blemiſh 
to the High Reſplendent Port, to be tound 
guilty of violating in ſo notorious a Man: 
ner, the Faith it had given to the moſt 4u- 
cient and Puiſſant Monarchy among the Na- 
TAVCNES. | | 

Beſides, I knew not but this ALnifter had 
a *private Grudge agam(t me, for accu 
him formerly to the Divan, when he held 
Correſpondence with the Venetian: ; and that 
he ſtudy'd this Way to be reveng'd, by em- 
ploying me in an Aﬀair, which muft needs 
be my-Ruine. However, I think I had Rea- 
ſon to be Cautious, and Apprehenſive of the 
Worſt. This made me diſpatch to him a Let- 
ter, full - ſpeci nfm ——_— -- 
approve in, entangling it 
ſuch Difficulties, as wou'd divert Man from 
farther Thoughts of it. | 

Yet after at}, I have been really brought 
into Danger, on the bare Suſpicion of being 
concern'd on the Prince of Conde's Side : By 
which thou may'ſt gueſs at the Conſequence, 
—_ —_— to - _— Advice. 

e Morning early, the Officers appointed 
for this Purpoſe enter'd my Chamber : | And 
havingdemanded my Name,BufineGandQm- 
lity ; I anfwer'd, Hy Name was Titus Dothch 
Nick! ; 6»: that for Shortneft, and to denote 

"> 
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mw Country, 1 was commonly call'd Titus the 
Moldavian ; 4nd that by this Name I was well 
to Cardinal Mazarini, as 1 had bees to 
his Predeceſſor Richlien, and other Conrtiers 


of great Quality. 1 told 'em likewiſe, That 7 


wer 4 Clerk, who wnderſtood ſome Foreign 


es, and therefore had been often em. 
py dby theſe Cardinals, in tranſlating Books out 
of Greek and Arabick to Latin and French : 
Air which Reaſon, being recommended by Car- 
dinal Richlieu, 7 had been introduc*d into the 
Arquaintance of ſeveral Nobles, whoſe Chil- 
tren 7 taught theſs Languages. And that 
ſane of them had promis d to make me Cu- 
rate of St. Stephen's Church, as ſoon as it was 
Vacant. 

'They feem'd to be very well fatisfh'd with 
orwkey- ; but = _ ws ver, They had 
4 [ſton t6- ſearch my ines for Arms 
ad T reaſonable Papers. wbntt 
”.It is impoſſible'to expreſs the Horror I was 
inwhen 1 faw ther go roundly to work, pry- 
ing into ny Corner, and ſearching my 
Trunks, Coffers and everr my_ Bed it felt. 
Not that 4 had any Guilt: npon- mie, of con- 
caling either Arms or Papers refating to this 

acy, but my concern was. for my 30x 
of Lerters ro the Miniſters of the Port. As 
for Arms, they found no other but an old 
Sword, which I told them I travell'd with 
out of my own Country, and a- Brace of Pi- 
Rols tor - the ſame Ule, to defend me from 
Robbers, Aſſaſſins and other Injuries. 


Thete 


the Curious Workmenſhip. of.my Weapons; 
ſurvey'd them all over,and having drown 
or- two it againſt: the. after 
French Mode of Fegcng, they put it-up as 
gain; telling me, They, had no Antherity: ta 
take theſe Arms from me, fince they were neceſ. 
ſar; for my Defence. Bur, when they came to 
my £ox of Letters, and ſaw them written in 
ſtrange CharaRters which none of them could 
read; they began to look on one another, and 
change their Countenances, as if there were 
ſome dangerous Matter contain'd in theſe Pa- 
pers, and therefore writ in Cyphers- 

They went alide to one End of the Cham- 
ber, . whiſpering together, and nodding their 
Heads with, all the Symptoms of Jealouſie- 
At length, Interrupting them, ſaid, © You 
* need nor, Gentlemen, be. concern'd about 
* thoſe Papers. They were left with me by 
« a Merchant-Jew of my Acquaintance, and 
« they are Letters of Correſpondence between 
* him and; ſome ot his Brethren at Rowe, Ve- 
« nice, Amſterdam, and other Places in Ex- 
* xope. Tt therefore- they are written.in a 
© Charatter which to-you appears ſtrange;.it 
« being Hebrew, the National Language of 
« the 7ews. They contain only Matters of 
* Trathck, being Letrets of Mart - and -Ex- 
«* change : For you know, the Jews are the 
*« greateſt Merchants, Brokers, and Banquiees 
* 1n the World: -.-_ -.. . _ -ravidiolt 


Thele 
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- Theſe Fellows ſeem'd mightily pleas'd with - 
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Theſe Words, with ſome Gold which I 


3 * 
£2 1Y 


thew, diſpers'd all their Suſpicions, clear- 


up their cloudy Brows, and turn'd their 


wwns into Smiles and Complimental Ad- 
efles: They told me, 1 was 4 very honeſt 
Man, and they wou'd do me what Seruice they 
as d. So bid me adieu- 
- By this thou may'tt ſee the mighty Power 
of thar Charming Metal, which commands 
all Things For, whatever I cou'd have faid 
without that, had been Inſignificant»- Bur 
theſe /dolaters, melted into an Indifference at 
the Firſt Sight of the glittering P:/foles, and 
vhen I had once render'd them thus duCtile, 
was ealie to frame em to the moſt devour 
lppearance of ReſpeR and Friendſhip. They 
fromis'd and ſwore no Hurt ſhou'd be done 
ty 
But I knew the Fickleneſs of humane Fide- 
better, than to repoſe any [Ereat Confidence 
eſe Men's Words- As ſoon as they were 
jane, I cavay'd my Letters to him, 
wo cou'd eaſily RU 'em in any pings 
Ger of his Houſe : Defiring him to furniſh 
wwith ſoine Letters of 1 Concerns 
mitten- in_Hebrew, that if theſe Searchers 
tou'd come again, and . demand' a' ſecond 
kw of my Box, perhaps with 2 to 
it to ſome Minter of State, F might 


We-thoſe Hebrew Di patches ready to ſhew; 


thich being, put in the fare Box, wou'd not 
z known from the other by ſuch Ignorant 
lows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick and Cbi- 
ve were all alike, and fol ſhou'd be _— 
re 
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ted from all furure Trouble of this Nature 
.. And the Event anſwer'd my ExpeQtations 
For, within Three. Days, the ſame Mencame 
again with others in their Company, pre- 
rending they had freſh Yarrants, and were 
ſworn to be' Impartial. Wherefore I was 


torc'd-to attend 'em. whilſt they carry'd both 


me and my Box before a Cad: or Judge, who 
having examin'd me very ſtriftly concerning 
my Name, Country, Religion, and other Mat- 
ters, and ſeeming well fatisfied with all my 
Anſwers, at laſt ſent for a Prieſt well vers'd 
in the Hebrew Tongue, ordering him to per- 
uſe the Zetrers : Which when he had done, 
he aſſur'd the Cad;, that there was not a Word 
in any of them relating to the State, being 
.purely Matters of Private Contracts and Bar- 
gains between Merchant-Correſpondents , 
with Bills of Lading, &c. So I had my Box 
of Sham-LZetters reſtor'd to me. again, and was 
honourably diſmiſsd, .__ *;". = 

.. Yet, tho' this Storm was ſoon blown over, 
Twas very near running on Rocks and Sands 
throiigh the Perſecution of th effor 
Kienan Baſſa, and Kiſur Dramelec, with ma- 
ny others in the Ser 4g/io: The Firit keeping 
from me the Pen/rox allow'd by the Gr 

T4. tho Second either ſending me no It- 
ee ,.or elſe baffling me with trifti 

News,. nothing to the Purpoſe ; the Reſt 
me to the Miners of the Di- 


VAN 
I defire thee to ſend me the Arrears that 
ae behind for the Space of Nineteen fon, 
as 
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* Tatheu wilt find in the Regiſter of the Ha/2a. 

” I Hid it not been for E/iachim, that hone 

* ' few, I ſhoud have been ruin'd in this Place 

* I for want of Money. 

* } I need not fay more to thee, who know | 

S } that Go/dis the Grand Taliſman, which works j' 

, ill the Mfiracles in the World. | 
B I Paris, 22th. of the 7th. Afoon, | | 
, of the Tear 1656 | 

: | 
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The End of the Second Book. 
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bo LEPEFTER I. 
| | To Danet Oglou. 


H.O canpenetrate into the 4- | 
fterious Conduit of Deſtiny ; ll 
ck pg Godgoverns this vu | 


ſelf, ſuppoſing Epicxrns's Opinion true, is 


ter ours at | 4 
form'd all the Part of ite 
Forecaſt, in Form 


#iverſe, Were Ia Diſciple 
every Motninig when Tbeheld the'Ri 
and at Mid-Day when 1 ſaw him Climb the 
Meridian, and in the Evening when he takes 
his Cong2 of this Upper World to viſit our, An 
tipodes, wowd 1 with Profoundeſt Vgnera- 
tian cry out, O Eternal Chance ! O Omm 

tent Caſualty! O Incomprehenſible Blindneſs ! 
I adore thee, I burn Incenſe to thee, and dv 
all Things which the duller Sort of Mortal: 
think are only due to an All-Wiſe, All-Good, and 


an All- Mighty Gea, -Fhus wou'd I addreſs to + 


that Infinite Pell. ell of Atomes, cou'd I be- 
lieve with Epiczr«s,thar from fuch an Uncon- 
ceivable Hurly-Burly,proceeded all this Admi- 
rable Beauty and Order which we behold. 
Thou wilt perceive by this, that I am Re- 
ligioully diſpos'd; and rather than not A- 
dore ſome Supreme Being, | wou'd make a 
Deity of that which to others is the Fountain 
of Athezſm. And I think there is Reaſon gn 
my fide. For ler this #orld be produdd how 
it will, whether by rhe Caſual: Concourſe of 4- 
romer, or by the Deliberate A& of an Erer- 
nal find; Whether it be Erernitlh ScfOE* 
tent, according' t6' the” Stoirhr: -or be th? 
Genuine 'Reſulrof the Pivine Med'#, as 'the' 


Platdsiſts fry; It's bat Falt, hae weſhont 
pay the mo Deveerand Grinch ne 


I Acknow- 
ledgments 


Vol. V. 
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Kawents to the Sezzce of io many Immerſe 
Inadrioie and Wonder 5 


, But then, what ſhall we fay for all the 


F IL that appears in the 7/4? That 
ere is fuch 2 Thing as EVIL, ſcatter'd up 


| -. Stn through all the Ranks of Beings, 


nd as it were blended and rivetted in their 
wy Eſſexces ; is manifeſt at Firſt View, and 
ery Man has his Share of this Epidemical 
Sntagion. Bur whence it proceeds, who 
an.inform me? I am not the Firſt that ask 
Queſtion. Many Ages ago the Inquiſiive 
World was buſy in tearchingout the Root of E- 
FIL. And there werealmoſt as many Opini- 
ms about it, as there were Nations on Earth. 
Some aflerted,That all EF I L came out of 


Sie Neth: Others derive it from the Sogrh ; 


wif the Two Poles were the Centers and 1Va- 
we- Seats of this IMalady of the World. Burt 
hee ſeem to be Men of Short Diſcourſe'and 
wllow Reaſon, Supinely Credulous, and 
tir pro take up with any Thing, rather than 
ext the Pains of Atrentive Contemplation. 
Fer this Opinion has fo far prevail'd in theſe 
ern Parts, that the Nazarene Priefis 
3 they Celebrate rheic Maſe, ſtand on the 
1 of Side of w: Altar at t Rad the 
el. turning , their Backs to *UE2 
of the Yorld. . And 'the Reaſon they 
for this Cer is,; becauſe in the 
iris Jad, ut of the N came s 
EVIL. I have heard em feri main- 
i t. But, God knows whe- 
there be any ſuch Place in the _ 
W, 
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Lew, or no*" Or, if there be, whether it im 


in this Sence. Yer I uſt confels th 


Romans have ſome Reaſon to believe it, 


dals, who in Former Ages raſh'd out of their 
Frozen Regions, and came down like a Tor- 
rent upon; taly and other Parts of Emvope, 
making Havock of all Things C:v4 and ' 
cred. And, if this be the Ground of their Ce. 
remony, they have greater Reaſon now to 
change their Station, and turn their Backs to 
the South-Eaft, having been much more Fa- 
tally handled ' by the Victorious Mnſſul. 
MANS. | 

The Ancient Perſians held, That there were 
Two Principles or Sowrees of All Things, viz. 
GOOD and EVIL; and that there has 
been an Eternal Quarrel between them: But 
in the End, they fay, the GOOD fhall get 
the Victory and, Exterminate the EV7L. 
This Opinion was embracd by a SeZ-of Chri- 
ftians, whim they call'd Manichees, The 
Founder of that SefF, was a Perſian by Birth: 
His Name was 4{azey, a very Learned Man, 
as the Records of* the Eaft teſtify : Yet the 
Chriſtians rank him among the moſt Pernic- 
ous Hereticks, Hetaught; That Wine wes the 
Blood of Devil: ; ' And'theretore* forbid it'to 
his Followtry. © He alf6" prohibited rho Fleſh 


of Anim]; This be learn'd from the Prieſts 
of yp, wire te reid 


ided ' 2 Conſiderable 


k 


| But 
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ving Experian felt a t-deal'of 
Ng Ee hers Ciths and Vw 


EDOST £2 = Fn 5 SFSSS tSSoemsemssSwmauurm .,c | 


> 
F- 


UC EPI CY SP FTIR GETS PTSD © MO CIENCY 


Wol.V. «Spy a: PARIS. 169 


=But to return to the Sentiments of Men 
acerning the Origin of EL /Z. There 
weſome who affirm, God is the 4ihor of it : 
Which is not far from Z/a/phemy. Orhers 
fy, That when the Devils were Extermi- 
mted from the Earth, they in Revenge ſow d 
the Seear of EVIL in the Vniverſe. But 
that of the Sroicks ſeems the moſt plauſible 
to. me: For they aſlerted, That nothing is 
EV IL of it ſelf, but that the Contrariety 
which we behold in the 7rd, is very Good, 
md conduces to Eſtabliſh the Order and Oc- 
anomy of All Things. 

My dear Gner, do not eſteem me an A- 
kf becauſe of the Liberty I take in dit- 
wurfing of theſe 1LH/terious Things» There 
ea Sort of People here in the Weſt whom 
hey call Dei/ts, that is, Men profefſing the 
of a God, Creatir of the World, but Serp- 
ticks in all Things elſe» They have no [n- 
plcxte Faith in Hiſtorical Religion, but think 
tthe Part of Men as they are endu'd with 
\ ak to call in- Queſtion the m—— of 
als like themſelves, though they had the 
Character of the Greateſt Prophets, Thus 
tey think ir no Sin to Canvaſs the Books of 
Miſes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the Goſpel of 
Jeſus the Son of Mary, and - the Alcoran of 
Mabomet our Holy Laweiver : Chuſing what 
Apreeable to Reaſon, and rejeting the Reſt 
8 Fabulous, inlerted either by the Craft ot 

Men, or the Interloping of the Devil. 
proteſt, there appears to me no Reaſon to 
all theſe Men Atheifts or Iufidels, na 
[ rather 


S 
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rather {cem to deſerve rhe Title of Philsſc. 
phers, or Lovers of Wiſdom and Truth, And 
"ris from them I have learnd this Un- 
willingneſs to be impos'd on in Matters of Re. 
ligion, I find them in all Things Men of great 
Morality and Goodneſs, far exceedin 


Zealots of the Age in true Virtue and Pious 


Actions. But t 4 make no Noiſe of what 
they do: And whilſt only their Humane Frail. 
ties are Conſpicuous to all, their PerieQtions 
lie conceal'd under the Veil of an Unparal- 
tell'd Modeſty. 

Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zrid 
Eb'n Raphaa, my Country-man. This was 
a Perſon of an Ardent Spirit and Prodigious 
Underſtanding, Educated in the Auſſulmar 


Law : But when he came to thoſe Years, 


wherein Men uſually examine the Grownd: 
of their Religion, he ſought owt the moſt 
Learned Men, and ſuch as were vers'd in all 
Sciences. After he had convers'd ſome Time 
with 'em, and found 'em to be Perſons of In- 
tegrity, as well as Men of Senſe, he propos'd 
to them the Convenience of frequent Clubs 
among themſelves, where they might with an 
Unreſtrained Freedom,diſcourſe of all Things; 
and being United in an Inviolable Friendſhip, 
might improve one another in Knowledge 
and Virtue, without regarding the Legends 
and Harangxcs of the Hollahs, This Society 
composd Fifty Books of fo many ſeveral 
Kinds of Science, and they call'd 'em. Echwe- 
noſſapha, or the Writings of the Sincere Fra- 


termty, concealing their Names. They w_ 
e 
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ed of Humane and Divine Matters without 
Reſerves or Caution : Afſlerting, That the 
Muſſulman Religion was Corrupted and Alie- 
nated from its Firſ# I»/titation, having im- 
bibd many Errors; and that there was no 
Way to reſtore it to its Primitive Parity, but 


| by joining to it the Philoſophy of the Ancients. 


In a Word, they endeavour'd to reform what- 
ever was amiſs in the Dorines and Manners 
of the Faithful, by reducing both to the Stan- 
dard of Reaſon. 

I know not whether thou wilt _— or 
dilike their Enterprize. But I am ſure, thou 
art Senſible as well as I, that there are Bigots 


the Followers of the Prophet, and that 
theſe Selerve Corredtion. The. Devil will ſet 


1 tis Foot in the Temple of God. But do not 


thou follow his Steps. If thou do, He that 
made the Devil, fetch thee back again» 


Paris, 3oth- of the 7th. Joon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


I 2 LET- 


I72 Letters Writ-by Vol.V. 
LETTER I. 


To the Nazin Eſchref, or, Prince of 
' © _ he Emirs, at the Port. 


T HE Chriſtiaxs ſay, 'tis an Argument 
of God's Love when he chaſtiſes them, 
Therefore they have no Reaſon to be peeviſh, 
* or call it an Effe& of his Anger, that a diſ- 
mal Plagae is broke out in the Territories of 
the Pope, the Kingdom of Naples, and other 
Parts of :aly» This Contagion rages fo ve- 
hemently in Rome, the Capital City of the 
#eſtern Nazarenes, that above a Hundred 
Thouſand Perſons of ſeveral Ranks have for- 
Gken that Place. The Pope's Palace is ſhut 
up, and no Acceſs granted to any, not even 
to Foreign Embaſſadors, without great Pre- 
caution ; and then, none of their Retinue are 
admitted with them. 

"Tis faid, Seventeen Hundred die daily in 
that City, and Six Thouſand a-Day in Na- 
ples Nay, in ſome Places, the Ziving are 
icarce ſufficient to bury the Dead. The Grand 
" Duke of Tuſcany, to prevent the are Fn 
Infeition in his Territories, has forbid all In- 
tercourle between his S#bjects and thoſe of the 
Pope, neither will he permit ſo much as a 
Nuncioto paſs through his Dominions. 

This Mortality has frighted Queen Chriſtina 


trom Rome. She has ſent to delice Paſſes F 
che 
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the Dake of Savoy and other Princes, defign- 
ng tor France. She is already on her Voyage, 
having been preſer.ted by the Pope with Ten 
Thouſand Crowns, to defray the Expences of 
ber Travels. Here are great Preparations 
making for her Reception : The Xing having 
fnt Orders to all Governoxrs of Towns and 
Provinces through which ſhe mult pals, to 
receive and er.trrtain her with a Magnifhcence 
due to her Sovereign Dignity, and worthy of 
the French Grandeur and Hoſpitality. | 
in the mean Time, this Cozrt is in a (ullen 
Humour, by Reaſon of a late great Lots they 
have ſuffered-at Valenciennes in Flanders. This 
Place was befieged by the French, at the Be- 
gnning of the Campagne, but was reliev'd by 
e Spaniards this Ifoon, who kill'd above a 
Thouſand Men on the Spot, took Five Thou- 
ahd Priſoners, with all their Cannon and 
, Amonegſt the Captives of Note, is 
the Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre, G eneral of 
the French Army. The Names of the others 
are _— —_ = ae m— himſelt 
rery narrowly eſcap'd,by timely withdrawing 
bis Brigade from the Fight: For which ſome 
ſigmarize him with Cowardiſe and Treache- 
fF: Whilſt others affirm, he ated the Part 


{ &a Prudent Cap: az, in thus Retreating, fince 


it was impoſſible to reſtore the Battle with. 
any ſucceſs. 

From Sweden we hear, that the Eleftor of 
Brandenburgh has enter'd into a League with: 
the King of Sweden, by which both their Ar- 
mes are United wy the King of —_— 

3 
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and 'ris ſaid, their firſt Delign will be upon 
Dantzick- That Country is in a horrid Con. 
fuſion, the Nebles, Gentry, and Boores being 
all in Arms, ſome deſerting their Sowereigy, 
others adhering to his Intereſt. King Cafomer, 
has inveſted Warſaw with an Army of 
Forty Thouſand Men. In the mean Time, the 
Hollanders have (ent a great Fleet of Ships of 
War into the Baltick Sea; but to what 

is not known ; nor what Part they will take, 
whether the Swedes or Poles. Yet, the Latter 
hope for. great Aſſiſtance from them, there 
having been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the Dutch and the Swedes. The Moſ- 
covites alſo have enter'd Po/and with a Nume- 
rous Army, and the Tartars are coming with 
another to the Aid of. King Caſmmy. 

Thus is P&and become the Stage of a moſt 
Terrible War; and which Side ſoever gets the 
Voney, that unhappy Country will be near 

Nathan Ben Sadai, a Jew at Viewna, and 
a Private Agent tor the Grand Signior, ſends 
me Word, that the Emperour of Germany 
hath an Army. of Thirty Thouſand Foot, 
and Twelve T Horſe in Sileſia, who 
are to join with the Afeſcovites, and do ſome 
conſiderable Aon againſt the Swedes, whole 
continual Victories and growing Greatnels, 
gives Jealouſy to theſe Puiſſant Aonarchr 
He informs me farther, that the Emyperoxy has 
diſpatch'd a Cowrier to the Prince of Tranſyl- 
v4nia, with Inſtructions and Letters, to en- 
gage him to a Newrality. 2 

ut 


 FeaEEtHK- Sno Fyg=0So -6 = 


—. 


ANTS OGNUACgST ms .AmTSOTS 


—_— my ww 


TT 


—_— 


. 


Vol. V. « Spy at PARIS. 175 
But the Young Ragotsks, is as Wild as 


| ts Father, and hates to be led by the 


Nole. 
Thou mayeſt inform the A/ini/ters of the 


Divas, that Adonai the Few, is dead of the 
Plague in Rowe, having firſt taken Care to 
tranſmit to me all the Papers which concern 
the Myſterious Port. 

This Cowrt at preſent isat a Place call'd Za 
Fre in Picardy, a Province bordering on 
Flanders» From whence there ma a 
more frequent Intercourte between the Kizg 


| nd his Camp. 


Prince of the Haly Line, I have ſent thee 


4 1 the News that is ſtirring at this Junture, 


ne ſome trivial Matters wit'ch are not 


a Hoſo/masx's Knowledge; much leis 


| thine, who art diſtinguiſh'd from the Crowd 


of True Believers, by wearing the Sacred Co- 
wr of the Prophet. | 


Paris, the 3oth- of the 5th» door, 
of the Tear 1656+ 


14 LE T- 
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LETTER 1. 
To Melec Amet. 


H E R E has been a ſtrange Accident late: 

ly, not many Leagues from Pari;, 
which has occaſioned Various Diſcourſes, and 
put the Philoſophers upon a New Scrutiny, 
One Morning a certain Peaſant or - Farmer, 
walking over higLands, as his Cuſtom is, to 
number his Sheep and other Cattle, miſsd 
a Barn or Store- Honſe which ſtood in a Field 
at ſome Diſtance from his Habitation. Sur- 
priz'd at this, he haſten'd towards the Place 
where he ſaw it but the Night befoge :: When, 
fo his no ſmall AſRoniſhment, he perceiv'd, 
that not only the Barn, but a great Part of 
the Field wherein it was built, was ſunk in- 
to the Earth. He immediately ran and call'd 


ſome of his next Neighbours to behold this 


Strange SpeRacle : And the Fame of it ſpread 
all over the Country. Divers Learned and 
Ingenious Perſons have been there, to make 
Obſervations of this Ancident. But none 
dares venture near enough to the Chaſme, 
to look down into it; becauſe the Earth 
continues breaking and falling in, which 
makes a Noile like the Sa/vs's of the Janiza- 
—_ when the Grand Signior vilits the Ar- 
enal. ; 

One would conclude by theſe Uncommon 
Symptoms, that the Earth grows ——_ and 
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Weak, that her Inward Strength, and Vigor 
decays, and that we are every where in Dan- 
f being (wallow'd up. I have not Time 
to write more, it being Midnight, and the 
Pift ready to go. 
The Almighty and All-Good God, have thee 
in his Holy Protettion. 


Paris, 3oth. of the 7th. Afoon, 
* of the Tear 1656. 


LETTER IV. 


To.Zornezan Muſtapha, Beglerbeg 
of Erz'ram. 


J Will Rill Congratulate thy Happineſs, e- 
ven in this Laſt Change of thy Fortune ; 
which, though it be a Kind'of De/cent from 
the more Lofty Stations thou halt: poflets'd 
In the O/man Empire, yer 'tis attended with 
Honourable Circumftances and an Inviotable 
decurity- Thou art not out of the Star's 
Favour, Baniſhed to Egyp?, and Confined to a 
mrrow Pern/ron-during thy- Lite, as has- been 
the Fate of ſeveral Graxdees: But thou art 
withdrawn from: the Intrigues of Srate, rhe 
Toils of War, and the Plots of a Conrtier's 
Life; to the Sweet Retirements of the Coun- 
try; the Peaceable Poſſeſſion: of a Rich and 
Fertile Province, m_ thou mayſt paſs thy 


$5 Days 


178 Letters Writ by Vol. V, 


Days in Lncontroulable Eaſe and Felicity. 

I am not ſurprizd at the Fall of ſq many 
Great Men at the Port, nor do I much regret 
the Death of thoſe who were known Enemies 
to the Government: Yet it troubles me to 
think, how the Brave and the Loyal had their 
Innocent Blood mingled with that of Tray- 


tors and Villains But, theſe Things are un-' 


avoidable in Popular Inſurrettions, when 
the Sovereign is compell'd to ſacrifice to the 
Multitude, whomſoever they require» Thus 
fell the Illuſtrious So/ymas, among the Cri- 
minal Exnxchs, though he himfelt was free 
from Stain» But he was a Negro, and that 
was his Ruine- For, the /Aalecontents could 

not diſcern the Fair —_— of his Seal, 
Curſe on that Fool Chavan Kalfa, and dou- 
ble Curſes on his Rampant Wife /1#/kly Ka- 
din, who gave the Firſt Occaſions to alt this 
Ditorder and Spoil of Neb/e Blood. I remem- 
ber, the honeſt Solymar gave me once 2 Hint 
of the Feminine Debavucherigs praftisd in 
the LQueen-Mother's Apartments : But he 
ſpoke of it with fo much Modeſty and Re- 
{erve, that it hardly made any Impreſſion on 
me at that Time. Otherwite I ſhould have 
imparted it to the Vizir Azem, or ſorne other 
Atiniſter of the Divan; for, ſo am I com- 
manded, in Caſes that touch the Honour and 
Safery of the Grand Signior. And, I tell 
thee, this was none of the leaſt Imnortance 
For, as it appears, the Women were under- 
mining the moſt Sacred and Firmly Eſt» 
vliſh'd Government in the World, They were 
| | not 
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not contented to wallow in their own Impi- 
ous and Unnatural Delights, but wou'd have 
ſe themſelves as a Pattern to others, and by 
Degrees have infefted the whole oſelmar 
_ with a New Species of Debauchery : 

as it began and was carried on by Em- 
tezilling che Royal Treaſures, ſelling of Pla- 
cs to Men of no Merit, Buffoons, Punps and 
Ales; fo would it have ended in — 
our Afihitia, corrupting all the Fairhfal, an 
lying the Empire naked to [»fidels. 

How many V/:izirs, Cammachams, Captain. 
Baſſa's and other Officers have we had this Fa- 
tal Year? Among the Reſt, I cannot but re- 
feſt on the Poyſoning of the Chianx Baſſe, 
ater he was made Viesr Azem , as a Stroke of 
Divine ſuſtice, for having embru'd his Hands 
info much Noble Blood, when he enjoyd that 
Dignity once before. God purſues the Cruel 
with Invihble Scourges. 

But what was that Achmet Baſſa, who 
took Advantage of the S»/tan's Domeſtick 
Troubles, and Foreign Wars, to diſturb his 
Government in Aſia, and raiſe a Rebellion, 
which threatn'd even the Tmperial City it 
ſelf > By the Courſe of his-Fortune, it looks 
# it he were not contented with his Command 
m Aja, and therefore took this new,celebra- 
ted Method to obtain a Higher Dignity, viz 
by Rebelling againſt his Aſafter: Elſe why 
was he made Baſſe of the Sea, in the Room 
of Oxroos Kienan? The Baſſa of Aleppo fuſt 
brought into Faſhion this daring Way of 


| powing Great, And if it be thus counte- 


nancd- 
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nanc'd by the Grand Signior, in all Probabi- 
lity, he will have Reaton to make Peace with 
the Chriſtians, that he may have Reſpite, and 
Forces toemploy againſt his own Subjes. 

Amidſt all theſe Things, Nothing afflits 
me ſo much, as the Horrible Loſs our Fleet 
has ſuſtain'd at Sea. We have various Reports 
of this Combat, but in general they agree, 
That the oſelmars have loſt Seventy. Two 
Ships and Galleys, with an Infinite Number of 
Men ; That the Venetian: bave taken the Iſs 
of Texeaos and Lemnos, and that they are ad- 
vancing to beliege Conſtantinople, This News 
is a great while coming to us : So that, if it 
be true, and the Yenetians purſu'd their Vitto- 
ry , forought I know, by this Time, the I»- 
perial City, the Refuge of the World, may 
be laid.in Albers. *- 

'I have often propos'd the Neceſſity of 
Platforms along the Helle/pont, to guard that 
Important Avenue of the Sacred Port. Had 
they put in Praftice ahmnt's Advice, per- 
haps the Nazarenes would have had no 
Occaſion for their preſent Triumphs. Bur, 
now they Banquet in the open Streets; 
All Chritendom rings with the News of 
our Diſgrace. The Drankards of Emrope, 
inſult o'er the Profeſſors of Sobriety.: Amidſt 
their Bowels of Wine, they blaſpheme our 
Prophet, and fing in the Praiſe of Bacchus 
their God : They menace the Conqueſt of 
Aja, and threaten to exterminate the 4s 
\ ſelmpns from the Earth» 
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Enrag'd at theſe Prophane Boaſts, ] ftop 
my Ears, and turning. -round in a Divine 
Phrenſy, I pray that God would baffle the 
Infidel. 


Paris, 6the of the gth. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1656+ 


hy — 


LEITER V. 


To the moſs Renowned and moſt 1!- 


luſtrious Mahomet, Vizir Azem, 
at the Port. 


"Y HAT Incomprehenfible 2fajefty which 
| has no Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſure 
all Things are diſpos d and order'd in FHeaven 
and Earth, by whoſe particular Providence, 
for the Good of the O/man Empire, thou art. 
exalted to this Glorious Truſt, to be Vicar of 
the Vicar of God ; augment thy Graces and 
Vertues, and bleſs thee with Superlative Wil- 
dom, and perfe& Tranquility. 

I revere thy Accofnpliſhed Sox/, conſum- 
mate in all oral and Political Science. Thou 
at the moſt Experienc'd Man in the Empire, 
AndI ceas'd to condole the late Tumults and 
Riots at Conſtantinople, though their Effects 
were Fatal to ſome brave Men ; ſince thou art 
choſen to this Dignity, from whom the whole 

| | Empire 
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Empire may expe, not only a ſerener Stite 
of Affairs, during thy Adminiſtration,: but 
alſo a rooting up of rhe Cauſes of theſe Pub- 
lick Diſtempers, and of all other Evils which- 
infeſt the Monarchy defign'd for the Conqueſt 
and Reformation of the whole Fora. 

A ing to the Cuſtom of the Eft, I 
approach thee not without ſome Preſent: 
But pardon the Slave Adahmut, who can 
ſend thee none worthy of thy Grandeur. I 
have enclos'd in a Box the true Effigies of the 
Preſent King of France, with that of his Un- 
cle the Duke of Orleans, his Brother the Duke 
of Anon, and his Couſin the Prince of Conde; 
as alſo that of Cardinal Mazarin, and Queen 
Chriſtina of Sweaden,who is now at the French 
Court. Accept alſo from an Exile, a little 
| Cabinet containing Twelve Watches, of fo 
many different Contrivances, according to 
the Circular Variation of the ooxs, in the 
Space of Thirty Four Years They are the 
Work of my own Hands; therefore I ſhalf 
not commend 'em. Each is wrapt up in a 
Piece of Silk, wherein is wrought in Arabick 
Letters the Method of ufing it. Perhaps thou 
wilt find fome Diverſion in trying the Ex- 
periments mention'd in thoſe Tables. How- 
ever, deſpife not this mean Teſtimony of 
Atahmut's Refpet; but conſider that if T 
come ſhort of the Curious Artiſts in En- 
rope, yet my Labour is paſſable enough for 
a Adofelman, among, whom there is ſcarce 
another Watch-maker to be found in the 
World. | ic 
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Jf thou would it know the Occaſion of 
Sueen Chriſtine's being at the French Conrt : 
came thither from Rome, when the laſt 
was in its Fane. Her Paſlage was by 
into Mar ſeillec,having touch'd at Genoxa,and 
recerv'd magnificent Gifts from the Repwblick ; 
bhutthey would not ither to land,tor Fear 
ofthe Plage, which thenrag td in Rowe, and 
was the Cauſe of her leaving that City. 

However, the French ſhew'd no ſuch tj- 
morous Squeamiſhneſs, but receiv'd Her and 
ber Train with open Arms. She landed at 
Marſeilles on the 29th. of the 7th. Aeon ; 
nd when ſhe made her Publick Entry, the 
Conſuls of that City, with all the Nobles 
met her in Coaches, the Great Guns were dif- 
aarg'd to welcome her, and ſhe was carefs'd 
with all the Demonſtrations of Honor that 
we ſhew'd to the Laces of France her (elf in 
her Progreſles. 

The ſame Entertainment ſhe receiv'd at * 
4s, Avignon, Lyons, and in Fine all along 
the Road to Paris, the Keys of Towns being 
krrendred to her (for ſuch was the King's 
Pleaſure) and a Canopy of State born over 
ter Head, when ſhe enter'd any Town, and 
eiv'd the Addreſſes and Compliments of 
brernours, Prelates, and other Great Men, 
nAuthority- She was likewiſe Magnificent- 

treated by Princes and the Chief Dukes of 

Realm: And on the 8th. of the laſt Afoon, 
made her Entry into this City on Horle- back, 
wpparell'd like a Man : Where having (taid 
lame Time, ſhe departed from Compiegne, >» 
Vutt 
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viſit” the Court,” which refides there now. 


[r is not ſuppes'd, ſhe will tarry long in- 


France, but as ſoon as ſhe hears the Plagne ig 
abated in Rowe, and the Adjacent Parts, ſhe 
will return thither, to paſs away the Refidue 
of her Life, in that: Neſ# of Princes and Pre. 
lates of the Nazarene Belief. 

A little before ſhe left Rome, the Spa- 
niards there had Confpir'd to ſeize on her 
Perſon, as alfo on the Pope ; to have Mur- 
der'd the Portugal Embaſſador, and (et the 
City on Fire. Bnt the Plot was diſcover, 
and the Conſpirators put in Priſon : (For, the 
Sentence of Death is never pats'd in Crimi- 
al Caſes among the Nazarcnes, without a 
Formal Tryal.) 

Here is a Rumour, as if a Great Fire had 
ſome /foons ago broke out in Conſt antinople, 
and conſumed much of that City. I wonder 
none ot my Friends, nor any other refiding 
there, have ſent me an Account of any ft 
Thing. Which fills me with Hopes, that 
this Report is falſe. | 

From all Hands we are afſur'd, that the 
Swedes and Brandenbarghers have obtain'd a 
great Victory over the Poles and Tartar: at 
Warſaw; the Vanquiſh'd having loſt above 
Six Thouſand Men on the Spot, with all thetr 
Ammunition and Baggage: And unforrunate 
King Caſanir, was torc'd to fly with a fimall 
Retinue towards Hwngary. 

"Twas the General Expetation of Erope, 
that the Moſcovites and Germans,would have 

done ſomething extraordinary for the m_ 
a 
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and by ſome ſurprizing ARtion, put a check, 
tothe Swediſh Succeſſes and Triumphs. For 


| when the Ioſcovite Embaſſader was at Ko- 


wesberg endeavouring to withdraw the Dake 
of Branaenbargh from the Swediſh Intereſt, 
he vomited forth terrible Menaces, in Caſe 
they complied not with His fa/ter's Pro- 
polals. And one Day, in a furious Zeal, he 
took a large Goblet of Wine, in the Elettor's 
T Ireferice 3 and having drank it off to the 
Czar's Health, the Barbarian faid aloud, 
Thus ſhall the great Emperour of the Moſco- 
vites devour all that oppoſe him, But now it 
ſeems, theſe were only Empty Bravadoes, 
and the foſcovites were refolved to ſtand by, 
and ſee who gat the better on't.+ The fame 
may be faid of the Emperony, and Prince of 
Tranſylvania; foof the Danes and Hollanders, 
who now all declare for the Strongeft'Party- 
Magnanimous V:iz:r, if the preſent En- 
ents and-Wars in Dalmatia and Candy, 
es the Domeſtick Troubles of the Otro- 
man Empire, did not wholly employ the 
Arms of the Moſelmans ; doubtleſs. 'twould 
be an Undertaking no leſs- Profitable than 
Glorious, to ſuccour - the diftreſs'd Caſrmir, 
turn the Tide of the Gothi/þ Conqueſts, and 
oblige the Poles co an Eternal Fidelity and 
Gratitude to the Grand: Signior, 


| Paris, r4th- of the roth.'Afoon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VL 


To Abrahim Eli Zeid, Hogia, Prea- 
..._- - cher #0 the Seraglio. 


I Have frequent Acceſs to the King's Library: 
Which Favour was fi-t granted me by 
Cardizal Richl:en, who often employ'd me 
in tranflating ſome Curious Treati/es out 
Arabick into French or Latin. The French 
ſeem very fond of Eaſtern Manuſcripts, 
where ever they can mzet with 'em: And they 
have no I{s Regard tor Men who are skilld 
in thoſe Languages. That Adnifter elpeci- 
ally, was very Inquifſitive into the 
and Learning of He izd Pers 
ſian, Syrian and Arabick, Books, and was 2 
profes d Patron of Linguiſts, He coveted 
the Acquaintance of Stravgers and Tr eveller 
that he might by their means Inform him! 
of the different Laws, Cuſtoms and Religions 
of Foreign Countries; and of whatſoever was 
Rare and worthy of Qbſecvation, in any Part 
of the World. 

Hence it was, thatT receiv'd Evident Marks 
of his Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that I un- 
derſtood the Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Twr- 
kiſh and Sclavonian Languages. He often 
made uſe of me, as I have faid, and gave 
me free Acceſs to his own and the Xings 
Library. And tho? his Succeſſor Cardinal 

TUARAT MM, 
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Mazarini, is not fo much addied to Studies 
of this Nature, as to the &ffairs of State; yer 


' Fe has continued to me the Privilege of vi- 
[ 


yr this Treaſury of Learned Books, where 
many Hours. 

One Day I caſt my Eyes on a ans/cript 
mittenin 4-abick,and endors'd with this T itle, 


[The Original Coverant of Maho- 
met the Prophet of the Arabians, with 
the Profeſſors of the Faith of Jeſus, ] 


ad Underneath was a Latin Inſcription, fig- 
tfying, That this A24n«ſcript was found in 
lhe Convent of Chriſtian Friars on Mount 
Carmel. I have Tranſcrib'd the Contents of 
this Parchment, and ſent it Enclos'd to thee, 
that thou may | judge whether it be Kea/ or 
mly Counterfeit. For, the Nazarenes al- 
kt ic to be the T7-e 4ereement of the Meſ< 
pf of God; and therefore reproach all the 
ſelmans with Diſobedience to our Law- 
prer, and breaking the League, Sign d and 
tePd by Him whom we call the Seal of the 
Irephets, and Witneſs d by the Foxrr Princi- 
£ Dottors, Abu Becre, Oſman, Omar and 


If thou wilt peruſe the Enclc:'d Paper, it 
vill be eaſy to diſcern, Whether e are Guil- 
of this Violation of Faith, or They. For, 
(ſuppoſing this to be the Real Te/t«- 

wt of the Prophet, as is pretended) that 
ite of Heaven grants many Articles of 
frace, Aſſiſtance and Friendſhip, to the Fol- 
owers 
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lowers of Jeſus, with Immunity from Taxes 
and Impofitions,;Liberty of Conſcience, Free- 
dom of Marriages, &c- Yet 'tis evident, that 
he promiſed not theſe Things; but on cer- 
tain Conditions to be obſerved on the Parr of 
the Chriſtians ; as; that None of them ſhould 
harbour, or hold' Correſpondence with -the 
Enemies of the 77ae Believers, or Privately 
accommodate 'em with Arms, Horſes, Mo- 
ney or any other Neceflaries of Yar : But, 
on the. Contrary, ſhould Hofpitably receawe 
the 1foſe/mans into their Houſes for Three 
Days, and Prote&t 'em from their Enemies. 
It therefore, the Chriſtiars ſhould tail m any 
of theſe Points, the Prophet dgclares his Cove- 
nant to be void, and that they ſhall not enjoy 
the [ndu/gences granted therein. All 
thou wilt ſee, is recommended ſolemnly to 
both Partzes, to be Religiouſly-performed; till 
the Final Conſummation. 

Now,. all the Difputeis, Whether 7 have 
Firſt tranſgreſſed theſe Articles, or the Naza- 
renes ? For if it can beprov'd, That they are 
the Firſt Aggreſſors, then they have no Rea» 
ſon to complain of their Misfortunes, or ac- 
cuſe the Tre Faithful of Oppreſſion and Ty+ 
ranny, as they commonly do; Since it is m- 
niteſt, that: they have drawn theſe Evilson 
themſelves, by their Breach of Faith, andIn- 
fidelity, difannulling the Covenant of God and 
his Prophet, and forfeiting the Benefits t 
might have claim'd by Vertue of it. Be 
how it will, the Prophet is free from Blame: 
Les the Guilt reſt on the Perſons that were 
Criminal. I know 
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*Iknow not how it comes to pals, that the 
Chriſtians of this Age, think and ſpeak more 
Reproachfully of our- Holy Lawgrver, than 
&d their Fathers,” who lived in his Time or 
wmediately - after -ir, and who- by Conſe- 
quence could better inform themſelves of the 
Circumſtances of his Birth, Life, and Re- 
nowned Actions» Some Ancient Writers a- 
mong the Nazarenes, make -Hcnourable 
Mention of Hwn and his Family» They con- 
«al not the Early Signs of his Heroick Ver- 
ue, and the Grandeur to which he was de- 
find. I have read in a certain Chriſtian Au- 
thor, That when the Prophet was but Nine 
Years Old, under the Tuition of his Uncle 
&u.Taleb, who carried his Glorions Charge 
we with him to Damaſcxs, and that 
they were at Boz, a Learned 14ork 

whoſe Name was Bohira, .cime out of the 
Corvent to meet them ; and taking ahomer 
_=_ Hand in the Preſence of many Chri- 
rs, he ſaid aloud, This Toxth is born to 
_— Great Things: His Fame ſhall 'be 
fread from Eaſt to Weſt : For, as he drew 
wer this Place, I ſaw a bright Cloud deſcend 
ad cover him- Sultan David alſo Prophe- 
ted of him, in that which the Chriſtians 
:ckon the 5oth. P/alm, and the 2d. Ver- 
: Where that Divine Poet thus Sings, 
From Sion God hath proclatmed the Empire of 
kibomet- But the Chriſtians have Inter- 
reted this in another Sence, - though the Or:- 
jaa/ remains a ſtanding Witneſs againſt 'em. 
9 Mofes in the Pentatench uttered LATER 
when 


Pn ray 
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when he ſaid, God came from Sinai, be roſe 
— Seir, and was manifeſted from Mount 


aran. Intimating hereby, the Deſcent 'of 


the Hiritten Law to Moſes, of the Goſpel to 
Teſus the Son of Mary, and of the Alcoras 
to Mahomet. The Meſſias alſo faid to his 
Diſciples, If I go not away, the Called of God 
will not come to Tow. - But the Chriſtian Inter. 


preters wilfully hide theſe Things from the 


Vulegar, leſt their Eyes ſhou'd be open'd. 
There appears an Obſtinate Malice and Ie- 
norance in all their Actions. 

Who will nor laugh at the fooliſh Spight 
of the Spaniards; who, in a certain Town, 
had a Cuſtom, as oft as they enter'd into the 
Charcb,or came out, to ſpit on a Black Image 
of a Man fitting on an A/s, near the Gate. 
But a Muſſulman Embaſ]adowr coming thither 
from the Emperoxy of Morocco, and obſerving 
this Vain Ceremony of the People, ask'd the 
King, What Perſon that Statue repreſented? 
He made Anſwer, That it was the Image of 
Aahomet, the Arabian Prophet. That cant 
be, reply'd the Embaſſador, fince owr Prophet 
wever rode but on Camels: It ts rather the 
Figure of the Meſſias, who indeed is recorded 
to have rode on an Aſ7. The King troubl'd at 
this Anſwer, conſulted the Prieſts and Learw- 
ed Men, who all concluded, that the Embeſ- 
ſador had ſpoke the Truth. And therefore, 
inſtead of offering any more Indignities to 
this mage, they tell into another Extreme, 
and built a Chappel for it, burning I=cenſe to 
the Sexſeleſs Stock, and paying it Divine He 
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awrs» Thus they Pray'd to that, which bur 


q little before they had Curs'd ; and rurn'd 
to a God, that which they hadeſteem'd al- 
moſt as bad as the Devil. God's Curſe be 
on the Dewr/, and all his Adorers : But on 
the Holy Prophet, and his Followers, may 
fefſmgs ſhower down, and reſt till the Kns: 
of the Spheres be diflolv'd. 


Paris, 14th- of the 10th ſoon, 
of the Tear 1656. 


—__OO@ll_____—_ 


LETTER VIL 
To Murat Baſla. 


Now for Certain, that Dom 7:an de Bra- 
anza, late King of Portugal is dead, 

tle lett this World on the 6th. of the la 
Moon, after he had been tormented Ten 
Days with the Stove : His Qxcen has the Su- 
meme Power in her Hands during her Son's 
kbnority, whoſe Name is Dom Alphonſs. 
young Prince was Crown'd within a few 
Days after his Father*s Deceaſe, to prevent 
the Plots of the Spaniards, who ſupport a 
Ptowertul FaRtion in that Kingdom of Portw- 


{e, and are not without Hopes, to reduce 


t pain to the King of Spain's Obedience. 

Ihe World is always buſy, either in recover- 

ts Old loſt Intereſts, or ſeeking of On 
c ef Py E 
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The -Mareſchal de ia Ferte, who was 


taken. Priſoner by-the Trang of. Conae 1in 
the Battle of Valenciennes, and having a Price 
ſet tor his Ranſom, had Liberty to go whi- 
ther he would on his- Parole, either to bri 
the ſaid Sum, or ſurrender his Perſon, 
certain Day ; finding himfſelt (lighted at the 
French Court, is reſolved to perform his Pro- 
miſe, at the prefix'd Time, and go over to 
the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, who will not 
fail to beſtow a very Honourable Command 
on a General of ſuch Merits. 

- In the mean Time, the Cont of Harcourt 
plays Tricks with his 2Zafter,and holds private 
Correſpondence with:the German Emperonr, 
He is a Serviceable or a Dangerous Man, ac- 
cording as he is pleaſed or diſguſted, and 
therefore they court him on both Sides. He is 
now at Bri/ac in Alſace. I] cannot admire a 
Man, that is thus Induſtrioully troubleſome to 
his Prince,without any Thing of Merit or Bra- 
very to boaſt of, ſave his former Services in 


Catalonia, which have been ſufficiently repay- | 


ed with Royal Condeſcentions and Favours. 
And thoſe who make a- Parallel between his 
Caſe, and that of the /fare/ſchal de la Ferte 
Seneterre, conſider nor, that the laſt tell into 
his Enemies Hands, only by the Chance of 
War : Whereas, the other is a Wiltul Apo- 
fate, it he embraces the Emperour's Propo- 
fals, when no Neceſſity conſtrains him, and 
Honour flies in his Face. 

.From the North we are informed, That 

Count Coning/mark, Genera!i//imo ot the wr 
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»Forces in Praſſia, as he was (ailing from 
Wi/mer, was taken Captive by the Poles, and 
bo wriſon'd in the Caſtle of Weyſſel-munaen, 
mar Dantzick: And the Inhabicants of thar 
ty. mils'd very narrowly of Taking the 
een of Sueden herſelf. 'Tis certain, they 
got a valt Booty trom the Seder, con- 
fiting of Eighteen Cheſts tull of Gold, with 
Coffers of the King's Jewels, and other Rich 


Theſe, King Caſimir demands for himſelf, 


with a Million of &::x- Dokars to be paid him 
_ Dantzickers; requiring alſo, that they 

u'd furniſh his Army with all forts of Am- 
munition and Provifions: Which tho' it be a 
teavy Burden, yet thoſe Loyal Citizens think 
Nothing too much for their King. 

The Aoſcovites in the gth. Afoon befieg'd 
kiga, a City belonging to the Crown of Sue- 
dn, but have newly rais'd the Siege, after 
they had loſt above Ten Thouſand Men be- 
fore the Place. 

This is all the News I can ſend thee, fave 
that the French have taken YValentia, a City 
n /taly. 

I wiſh T may hear as proſperous Intelli- 
gence as this laſt from Caxaia, after ſuch Im- 
menſe Charges and Slaughter. But, Victory 
$in the Diſpotal of the Ange! of Time. 


Paris, 2d. of the 12th. ſoon, | 
of the Near 1656. 
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LETTER VII. 


To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior 
of the Convent of Derviſhes, at 
Cogni iz Natolia. 


Ih is difficult to define the particular Tem- 

per of my Soxl, when I firlt receiv'd the 
News of thy Predeceſſor's Death, that Re- 
nown'd and Venerable Bearedin, who, as thy 


Diſpatch informs me, is gone to Paradiſe. 


I was neither in Paſhon, nor yet Inſenfible, 
but wholly Reſign'd to the will of Heaven, 
I conl(ider'd his Immenſe Yertues, and the 
Courſe of- Nature: His wondertul Age, and 
more Admirable Attions, a Lite Equally mea- 
ſur'd by Hours, and Prodigies ot Piety. For, 
he was not in the Number of thoſe, who let 
whole Days paſs away, without the leaſt 
Good Work, or without leaving any Impreſs 
on the Track of Time. I expreſs my felt ac- 
cording to the Yulgar Saying, [ Time Paſſes 
away; ] Whereas, in my Opinion, Time 
ſtands (till, and only Fe paſs away, with all 
Things ſubjeRt ro Motion and Change. 'Tis 
like the Miſtake of thoſe who ſailing on the 
-Water, think the Trees and Mountains move, 
whilft only they themſelves are driven before 
the Wind. Or, like the Philoſophy of thole, 
who truſting to their Groſler Senſe, maintain, 
the Sw» whirls daily round our World; tho, 
Acc 
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according to Reaſon and better Philoſophy, 
that Glibe of Light ſtands fti]l, whilſt ours 
turns round its Axel-Tree, and fo deceives our 
Eyes Thus whilſt we Mortals glide oer 
the uncertain Waves of H2mane Life,and paſs 
by the Viſible and Fixed Land-marks of 
Time, Day and Night, we imagine thoſe 
Land- marks move, and nct we our ſelves. 
Whereas, Day and Night remain for Ever, 
tedfaſt and 1nvariable in their Succeſſive In- 
tervals, and only the Elements, and Bodies 
Compounded of erp, are ſubject ro Change. 
Minutes, Hours, Days, and Years are not 
rroperly the Meaſures of Time, but of the 
Motion and Duration of all Corruptible Be- 
nes: For Time 1s Infinite and beyond all Di- 
menfions. In a Word, Tis no otherwiſe di- 
ſinguiſh'd from Eternity, than barely by a 
Name. 

All that I have ſaid on this SubjeCt, is com- 
pmebended in the Arabian Proverb, which 
lays, To Merrow, is Newer. Doubtlels, there's 
n Paragex or Hereſy in ſaying, Tis always 
To Day; or that this Hour, this Minute is E- 
ternal, And from this Truth ſprung the 
Contemplation of thoſe , who place Ererxityin 
a Point or Inſtant. 

But, to return to Beareain, that Faithful 
o the Faithful, may his Sox! repoſe in the 
Mercies of God, and his Memory be bleſs'd. 
May Gabriel, the Friena of the __ pray 
fr him; then Afchael, 1/raphiel, and the 

meer of Death, with all the Angels who 
Oraiſons tor the Divine Favoarite, _ 
K 2 1s 
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his Tranſlation from this Earthly State. And, 
« hen thou, and the Religious Fraternity-un. 
der thy Care, have perform'd the accuſtom'd 
Prayers and Expiations for the Illuſtrious 


Prelate Deceas'd; there 1s no Queſtion: but . 


that he ſhall-be in a Condition to Intercede 
tor you, and for the whole Iduſſulman. Em. 
pire: For he was a perfect Saint, and the 
Beloved of God. 

O Sage and Reverend Succeſſor of that He 
ly Man, ſuffer me to tell thee, Thy Name, 
Hebatella | The Gift of God, fills me with 
Glorious Preſages of thy Lite and* Admini- 
ſtration in that Renowned College, where the 
Incomparable Bearearin ſhin'd ſo many Years, 
Now he is gone to Gead, and to the Gardens 
of Eternal Retirement, having left his Seat 
on Earth to thee, repleniſh'd with the Sacred 
Odour of Vertue- 

He was a Religious Imitator of - the- Pre- 
phets, and of all Holy Men in General ; -a de- 
vout Admirer of the 2e//ias, and a faithtul 
Diſciple of the Sent of Goa. Now he is gone 
to fit down with them in the Chisſes of Eaen, 
on the Baniks of Immortal Streams, the Ri- 
vers of Wine, Milk and Honey, which glide 
along the Alleys of Paradiſe» This is the 
Recompence of Heroick Vertue, the Crown 
of Good Works, the Bliſs prepar'd tor chaſte 
and purify 'd Seals, who in their Tranſmign- 
tion trom this Earth, carry no Stains of Vice 
along with 'em. For, nothing impure can 
fhnd Admittance into that ?orid of Glirrerws 


Eſſences. - 
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O Hebatolla, What is there on this obſcure 
Globe, that deſerves to be compar'd with thoſe 
Serener Joys -Above; Thoſe unſullied Plea- 
ſures; That untarniſh'd Bliſs? And yet tome: 
times we taſte ſtrange Felicities here on Earth. 
But 'ris only when the Gates and Cafements 
of. Paradiſe are open, when a Celeſtial: Wind 
tranſports hicher che Leaves of the Trees of 
Eaen, and perfumes the Air and Skies with the 
Tranſcendent Odours of that happy Region, 
watting alſo imperfect Sounds, Muſick in (oft 
Fragments, and Eccho's from the Quires of 
the Bleſs 4, Then 'tis, the Hearts of Mortals 
feel a fecret and inexpreſſible Joy ſpringing 
up from the Root ; This Lower World (if 1 
may ſo expreſs my ſelf) is all entranc'd with 
Pleaſure. This-happers not every Day, bur 
only at the Seaſons of Divme Indulgence, on 
the Feſtivals of ſome particular Saints, and 
in the Time of the immortal Jubilee, when 
Ged exhilarates the Univerſe with Uncom- 
mon Favours, and: an Infimre Largels. 

As for the Reſt of our Enjoyments, they 
xe Mitigations indeed of the Pains and Inſe- 
parable Miſeries of this Mortal Life; They 
prevail on us to wait the Appointed Hour of 
Fate, and not hurry our ſelves 'out of the 
World before our Time : But, they deſerve 


not to be plac'd in the Rank of true Felicities. 


However, our Patience under this Fatigue 
of Life, our Indifference to Pleaſure and 
Pain, Poverty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, 
Honour or Diſgrace, with all the other Ob- 


kts of Humane Pallion, will prove a fingu- 
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lar Argument of Merit, a prevailing Recom- 
mendation- to the Life to come, and an effe. 
Atual Paſsport to Paradiſe. For he that is 
thus inſenfibly,yet willingly wean'd from the 
Fulſom Joys of Earth, by the-very Conrſe of 
Nature and Decree of Deſtiny, muſt una- 
voidably aſcend to a Purer Reg:on, to a Place 
capable of ſatisfying his Aſpiring Sou!. For, 
Natare created no Appetite, to baulk ir. 

This is the Life ſo. recommended by Jeſu 
the So» of Mary, whoſe Charatter thou haſt 
in the Library of thy Convent. Here [ ſend 
thee in a Box, that which by all the Nazarenes 
is eſteem'd his true Effgies, I remember, I 
once {aw another of the ſame Lineaments, in 
the Treaſury of the Grand Signior; Theſe 
Pieces are very Rare, becauſe not copy d by 
the Hands of Common Painrers, but by the 
moſt Celebrated Maſtersin Ewrope. Andths 
Original Draught, they ſay, was made by the 
Afi himſelf on an Hanakerchief, which 
he clapt to his Face, and o left his lively Pro- 
traicture, 

I cannot aſcertain the Truth of this 774 
aition :; But, in Regard this is one of thoſ 
Copies which is Cloleted by the Greateſt Mo 
narchs in Chriſtendom, I ſend it to thee, as a 
worthy Ornament of thy Cell; without either 
the Peril, or Scandal of [avlatry. 

The Pious Beadreain, was covetous of any 
Memoirs of the Meſſtar; whether written in 
Hlierog lyphicks,or in the more uſual Charatters 
af Speech. He wou'd have made no more Ex- 


ception at a. Piltxre, than at a Poem, in Proll 
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of that Holy Prophet. And, I queſtion not, 
but thou equalleſt him in the fame Indiffe- 
rence» + 

I cou'd not ſo eaſily procure the true P:- 
ture of John, Surnamed the Waſher;but here 
F will give thee a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. 
This was a Famous Prophet, who liv'd in 
the Days of the deſ/tas, and was of the 
Race of the Prieſts. His Rabitation was al- 
together in the Deſart; for, he was an Ere- 
mite, and liv'd in a Cave on one of the Moun- 
tains of 74444. Some of the Fews took him 
for Elzas, others for the e//ras, and a Third 
Sort faid he was Mahbomer, whoſe coming 
was foretold in the Book of their Law, and in 
the Writings of their Prophets. 

But 704» deny 'd that he was any of theſe, 
calling himſelf in Modeſty, AFoice, or Echo. 
His Life was'very Abſtemious: For, he fed 
only on the Tops of Plants, and wild Honey, 
drinking Nothing but Water of the Foun- 
tain» which ran by the Side of his Cave, 
And his Body was only coverd with a Veſt 
of Came!'s Hair, uſing a Leathern Thong for 
a Girdle. ' 

To that Solitary Reſidence of his, there 
was great Reſort of People from Jeruſalem 
and the Cities round about. For the Fame 
of his Sanftity had ſpred through all Paleſtine 
and Syria. 

He Waſh'd his Ds/ciples with his own 
Hands in the Waters of Fordan, from whence 
he was call'd the Baptiſt, or Waſher, He 
daily preach'd Repentavce and Good Works to 

Ka. the 
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the Incredulous Jews; and openly declar'd 
That Jeſs the Son.of Idary, was the Meſſias. 
That Holy Prophet, it ſeems, was one of 
John's D:ſciples, and had been Waſh'd by 
him in the River Jordan. 

In fine, after many Years of Heroick Ver- 
tue and. Piety, John had his head cut. off by 
the Order of Herod the Governonr of Jaded 
becauſe he had reprovd the Tyrant, for mar- 
rying his Brother's Wife. 

Behold, theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents, 
the Poor Exil'd MMahmxt can ſend thee,when 
he Congratulates thy Acceffion to that Hel 
Chair. Yet, ſuch as theſe, were more wel- 
come to thy Pregeceſſor, than Gifts of Sil- 
ver, Gold or Precious Stones : For, he was 
a diligent Collector of Choice Antiquities, 
and Selet Frilents of Hiſtory. He was al- 
ſo a Liberal Patron and Encourager of Phi- 
{oſophy and all Sorts of Learning. Follow thou 
his Example, and the Trae Faithfull will 
be. eternally oblig'd to thee. Thou haſt a 
tair Opportunity, there being,as I'm inform'd, 
the beſt Library in thy Convent, of an 
throughout the —_— Empire, And, 
the Derviſhes under thy Government, 
are Men addicted ro the Study of the 
Sciences. *Tis pity ſuch Inclinations ſhou'd 
want Encouragement, whilſt the I»fidels are 
every where buſie in Founding New Acad- 
mies, and Augmenting the Old. There 1 
one lately erected in the Dukedom of Cleve 
by the Eleftor of Brandenburgh, where the 


Oriental Languages and Sciences are profelsc: 
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If the Nazarenes are thus Curious to pr 
into our Learning, why ſhould we be n__ 
in attainin = 2 cs Ku of their Langaa- 
gerand Fiſtories, fince thereby we ſhall be 
na Condition to know their Greateſt Se- 
crets ? * 

Sage Hebatolla, let not the Infidels have 
any longer Occaſion to term us Barbarous 
and Ignorant. But remember that in promo- 
ting Literature, thou wilt perform a merito- 
rious Service to the Grand Signior. 


Paris, 17th. of che 1ſt. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1657» 


—— - 


LETTER 1X. 


To Selim AP Moſel, Venerable Ima- 
-um of the Moſch of Sancta Sophia. 


Raiſe be to God, (ole Lord of the Zenith 
4 and the Nadir, Poſſeſſor of [afinite Regs- 
ens, who hides the Fir/t 1eridian in the Palm 
of his Hand ! The Names of Perw,and Mexi- 
are not now Foreign in the Ortoman Em- 
pire, eſpecially tro Travellers, and. Mcn of 
Science. 

When our Fathers firſt heard: of America, 
they had no other Way to exprels fo Un- 
known a Part of the World, than by calling - 
it the Land of the Golden Mines, becaufe of 
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the Abundance of that ' Metal, which was 
brought from thence by the Spaniards, fince 
their Congueſts in thole Parts, But now 
we are no Strangers to the Geography of that 
Remote Continent. Commerce and Traffick 
have render'd all the Known Nations of the 
Earth, familiar one with another. And Ire. 
member, when I was at Conſtantinople, the 
Names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, &c. were 
as common in the Copha- Hans, as the Names 
of Inaoſtan, Turquiſtan, Gurgiſtan, or any 
other Province of Afia- So that a man wou'd 
have been lauvgh'd at, who in ſpeaking of 4- 
merica, ſhould have us'd any Circumlocuti- 
ons, as to call it the Empire of the Golden 
Mines, the World beyond the Great Sea, or 
the like. 

Yet we muſt confeſs, our Knowledge- in 
this Kind is owing to the Franks, who fail 
into thoſe far diſtant Regions, and: at their 
Return, communicate their Intelligence and 
Obſervations to us; For elſe we had been 
vet altogether ſtrangers to the Hiſtory of that 
New Waurld. 

It was firſt diſcovered by Chriſtopher Co- 
lIumbus, a Genoneſe, in the Year 1492. of the 
Chriſtians Hegira This Man had a happy 
Genins in Contemplating rhe Motion of the 
S$4n, and the Frame of the Univerſe. "He 
was no Stranger to the Extent of our Conti- 
nent, and the Situation -of all its Parts. He 
had been often at Sea, and ſeen divers Regi- 
0ns; And particularly when he was in Ports- 


gat, che moſt Weſterly Part of Exrope, he *! 
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took great Delight to walk an the Shore in 
the Evenings, and obſerve the Setting of the 
Sun. This Cuſtom» of his produc'd yarious 
Thoughts in his Breaſt. But, what was of 
molt Import, his 'Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, 
That it cou'd not conſiſt with the Order of 
Nature, that the S$*»n, after he left Our 
World, (erv'd only to give Light to the Fiſhes, 
or gild the Waves of the Peſtern Ocean. 
Therefore on good Grounds he concluded, 
There muſt be ſome Vnknown Land; beyond 
thoſe mighty Tracts of Sea, which waſh'd 
the Weſtern Shores of Exrope and Atrick. © 
This Thought made him uneafy, and put 
bim upon a Reſolution of attempting a Diſ- 
covery. He made Propoſals to the Kepwblick 
of Genoxa, but was rejefted. Then he ad- 
drefs'd himſelf to Henry VII. at the Engliſþ 
Court ; Where not finding Encouragement, 
he went to the X7»g of Spain; who appro- 
ving his D:6gn, turniſh'd him with Two 
Ships. He fail 'd on the Ocean for the Space of 
Two Moons, without ſeeing any Land; which 
made his Mariners mutiny, their Proviſions 
falling ſhore. They threatn'd to throw him 
over-board, it he wou'd not return. But he, 
with mild words and ſtrong Reaſons, ap- 
peas'd their Fury ; promiling to fail back a- 
fan, if they ſaw not Zand, within Three 
ays. On the Third Day, the Boy on the-. 
Main Top Maſt faw a Fire, and within a 
few Hours afterwards they came within View-- 
of Land, 


When 
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When he had made his Obſervations, and 
done what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, 
he return'd'to give the King of Spain an: Ac- 
count of his Expeaition, 

After his Death, Americas Veſputius was 


ſent: to- Conquer theſe Unknown Regions ; 


from whom, that whole Continent is call'd 
America; but methinks, not without ſome 
Ingratitude to the-Firſt Diſcoverer. 

It would be endleſs to recount all the par- 
ticular Adventures of the Spaniards in theſe 
Parts, with their Cruelties and Maſlacres : 
Suffice it to ſay, to the Eternal Infamy of 
that Nation, that according- to- their own 
Writers, they Butcher'd in Cold Blood above 
Twenty Millions of the Natives, in the Space 
of Twenty Years: And all this, for the Lucre 
of their Gold; tho' under the Pretence, of 
propagating the Chriſtian Religion. 

F wilt not liſt my felf in- the Number of 
thoſe who pretend to be God's Privy Coun 
cellors, neither will I preſume to detcant on 
Things out of my Reach. But the Spaniards 
haye lately fele a terrible Blow in- Pers; 
Which, # it be not a-Mark of the Wrath of 
Heaven, is atleaſt a Sign, that the Earth is 
weary of them, eſpecially in thoſe Parts, 
where they have ſtain'd it- with fo much 
Innocent Blood. 

The: City Lima, not many Afoons ago» 
was al-ſ{wallow'd-up by an Earthquake ; and 
Ca!2o, another-City not far from it, was con- 
fum'd by a Shower of Fire out of the clouds 
Eleven Thouſand Spaniards loſt their Lives 
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in this Calamity-; and the Earth devour'd a 
Hundred Millions of Refin'd Silver, which the 
Lucre of the Spaniards had forc'd out of its 
Biowels, All the Mountains: of Petofs, from 
whence =_ dug their choiceſt Metal, were 
kvell'd with the Plain, and no more Hopes 
of Gold was left to their Infatiable Ava- 


rice. 

I leave the Judgment of theſe Events to 
thee, who art of the Holy Line, full of Re- 
fplendent Thoughts, Prophetick /charif,Con- 
ſecrated Emir, Glory ot the Houſe of MMaho- 
wet, Yet give ms leave to tell thee that this 
Calamity. of the Spaniard; in Part reſembles 
the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrab and the reſtof 
the Nine Cities of the Lake. The [nfidels fay, 
there were but Five. Let them alone in their 
Errors; *tis certain the Mduſſulmans have the 
enly true Hiſtory of former Times. Doubt- 
leſs, God is ſevere in his Chaſtiſements, when 
he is- Incens'd againſt a Nation... Wit- 
neſs the People of Aad and Themed, with. the 
Men of the Valley of Smoke, and the City 
whoſe Inhabitans were. in one Hour, all 
turn'd into Statyes of Stone, and are to 
be ſeen- at this Day, as a ſtanding Monu- 
ment of Heaven's Diſpleaſure. Yet no Na- 
tonis ruin'd: tilk ir ruin it felf, as God ſpeaks 


nm the Altoran. 


O Emir, in whoſe Veins runs the- moſt 
purify'd- Blood m the World, Pray for 
Aahbmut, that he may never turn Apoſtate 
kom God and his Prophet , nor. do- any 
7 Thing. 
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Thing which may hurry him to an . Un- 
timely Fate. 


Paris, 17th. of the 1ſt. fon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


LET-E#ER -X. 
To Muſtapha, Baſla. 


| tr following Summer, if all Reports 
be true, is like to afford ſome Cam- 
pagnes of Blood. The General Diſcourſe here 
1s, that the Grand S:gntor will ſpeedily have 
an Army of Three Hundred Thouſand Men 
in the. Field : Part to att in Dalmatia and 
Candy, againlt the Venetians; the Reſt tobe 
employ 'd againſt the Perſians, the more In- 
veterate Enemies of the Ottoman Empire, 


That ſfawcy Embaſſador, Iſmael! Bir Couli 


Can, deferv'd the puniſhment was Inflited 
on him tor his Impercinent Huft, and draw- 
ing his Sabre in Preſence of the Greateſt 
Monarch of the World. And let it be an E- 
ternal Precedent to the Envoys of Foreign 
Princes, that they may learn a leſſon of Mo- 
deſty, when they addreſs to the Lord of their 
Loras, and not by Preſumption Incenſe the 
King of the Earth, Q 
ut 
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But 'tis apparent, this Embaſſador took Ad- 
rantage_ of our Troubles : He ſwell'd with 
xvain and falſe 7aza of the Perſian Puiſlance. 
Belides, they fay, his aſter has enter'd in- 
to aSolemn LZeagxe with the Czar of Moſcovy, 
zwainlt the Shining Empire. And 'tis cer- 
fainly known here, That Two Embaſſadors 
are arriv d at Vexice from that Potent Empe- 
rour of the North ; And others are expeGted 
trom Perſia, to Negotiate a Tripartite 
League between thoſe Crowns and that Re- 
publick againft the Victorious Oſmans. Hence 
[ſuppoſe it was, that the Rude Heretich took 
the Boldneſs to commit an Ation, which all 
the Eaft puniſhes with Death. Neither js it 
any Thing to the Purpoſe, what the Chri/ts- 
an; of theſe Parts ſay, That the Perſons of 
Embaſſadors are Sacred : For, much more 10 
are the Perſons of Sovereigns, And, (o long 
8 an Envoy obeys the Law of Nations, in 
only delivering his Meſſage with Reſpect and 
Civility that Law will Protect him trom all 
Injuries- .Bur, if he muſt needs leap over 
his own Fence, and inſtead of appearing like 
an Embaſſador, he will aGt the.Part of an A/- 


| ſaſſin, a Furioſo, a Contemner of Majeſty, he 


can expect no better Treatment, than what 
due to his Audacious Inſolence: He throws 
off with Scorn the ProteCtion that his Cha- 
rafter claims, and in a mad Bravaao courts 
the Revenge of the State. 

This ſmael has all along been counted a 
bold Fool, in the Court of Perſia. He has 
committed a Thouſand wild Pranks at = 

an, 


«1, more” becoming a Jeſter, than a Wife Þ- 
Re oem Yet his Mafer ftillwinkd. F 
at his Extravagances, for his Father's. Sake, Þ'y 
who did many Notable Services to that I; 
Crown ; Among which, his recovering Gas. | 4 
daher from the Aogu!, was none of the | 
leaſt; it being the only Zown, which Come 7b 
mands the Frontiers of Perſia and the & 7 
dies ks 

For this and other Merits, Sha Seph; pre- 
ferr'd both him and his Son to the moſt Con- 
fiderable Governinents and Offices in the 
Empire: Wherein the Old Man acquitted 
himſelf fairly to the laſt. But this Young 
Buffoon grew unwieldy with roo much Ho- | 
nour, afFronted the Granates, and play'd up- 
on the King himſelf ; for which he had once 
like to have been caft to the Dogs. But, at 
the Interceſſion of ſome of his tew Friends, 
that Puniſhment was remitted, and chang'd 
into Exile; whilſt his Enemies made Uſe of 
his Abſence, to ruin him. 

They were ſome of the Greateſt Lord: 
of the Court, who bore him a Grudge 
and they had hourly the King's Ear. Which 
Advantage they made- Ufe of ro Infinuate 
ſuch an ill CharaGer of 7/macl, that he knew 


no better Way to be handfomly rid. of him | | 
than by lending him on this deſperate Em- | | 
baſſy to the Myfterious Port : Chuling rather, 1 
rhac he ſhould fall by the. Grand Sigzior's 1-4 
Command, than by his own, who had reapd 
Þ much. benefit from the Services of his.Fa- 
ther, 
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tle Y y this thou may'ſt diſcern, that the King 


TobPrrfia is earneſtly refolv'd upon War, 
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ing how his. Herald that pro- 


thim'd ir, is received : (For that Embaſſadoy 


5s no other Ti:/e, who comes not with 


FI tt Accuſtom'd Preſents and Supplications 
* 3rwith. an Addreſs of a Harſher Stile, de- 


icing Enmity at his very Firſt Approach 


4 to the Feet of the Invincible. Sultan AAfaho- 


- After all; it rejoyces me to hear, that thou, 
and the other Zaſſa's of the Empire are ſo rea- 


dy to afhiſt our Great after. For I am af- 


fur'd that from your perſonal and Volun- 
tary Contributions, he has receiv'd a Supply 
of Thirty Millions of Aſpers, beſides the 
Conſtant Revenues, Cuſtoms, Tributes, and 
Subſidies of the Empire. This is nots'd all 


| over Chriſtendom : Yet the Venetians ſeem 


not much to dread the Conſequences of theſe 
Vaſt Preparations; judging that they will 
be employ'd elſewhere, than againſt any Pro- 
vixce of their Dominions, except in Dalmatia, 
where theſe /»fidels truſt to the Strength of 
their Forts, and the Inacceſſible Heights of 
Rocks. : 

. Bur He that laid the Foundations of the 
Earth, and cauſes ir to tremble when- He plea- 
les; the- ſame God form'd the Lofty Moyn- 
tains, and can level them with the Plains, to 
ferve the Followers of his Propnet : Even as 
the Stores came Voluntarily to (alute- the 
Divine Meſſenger himſelf: The Trees rouz'd 


themſelyes, as out of a deep Sleep; and the 
Earth 
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Earth yielding on all Sides to the Forcible 
Motion of the »/pired Roots, they walk'd 
out of their Places, and compos'd an Umn- 
brella over the Head of Mahomet, when he 
was ready to faint with the Violent Heat of 
the Sun. 

Thus ſhall the Elements conſpire to aid 
the T-#e Believers: And when they fight for 
the Alcoran againſt Tufidels, God ſhall endue 
the Inavimate Beings with Faith and Devs- 
F101, - 


Paris, the 5th. of the 2d. oor; 
of the Near 165 7 
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LETTER XI, 


To Mehemet, «» Exi/d Evnuch 
in Egypt. 


PRepere thy ſelf with a Conſtancy of Spirit 
becoming a uſſulman,when thou ſhale 
underſtand, that the beſt Friend thou had 
' inthe World is gone to Paradi/e, May God 
grant him the Repoſe of a 77e Behever, an, 
Apartment of Singular Delight. For 'tis the 
Brave Solyman | ſpeak of, who not only de 
ſerves thy moſt Grateful Vows for ſaving thy 
Lite, but has done a Thouſand Meritorious 
Attions befides, which now crown him with 
Chaplets of Immortality, , | h 
WI 
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I wiſh I cou'd have been the Relater of 
better News to my baniſh*d Friend. Burt 
ways thou haſt heard of his Death already, 

y ſome Veſſels from Conftantinople, and fo 
'twill be needleſs to ſay any Thing as to his 
Untimely Fate, or the Tragedies of the Se- 
raglio and Imperial City. 

It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a Thing 
Unaccountable, that there can be no Means 
found out to prevent theſe dangerous [nſwrre- 
ons of the Soldiers; and that the moſt For- 
midable Empire on Earth, ſhould be chus 
frequently ſhock'd by her own Subjetts ! 
Mehemet, the Things of this Preſent World 
ate a Perfe& Riddle, and our, Life it ſelf is 
but the Shadow of a Dream, Thou haſt Ex- 
perienc'd the Inconſtancy of Fortane, and 
that there is Nothing on Earth deſerves a 
Wiſe Man's Confidence. Therefore if I may 
adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thy ſelffrom 
the Trivial Aﬀairs of Mortals- Let not the 
Natural Fondnefſes which thou may'ſt poſ- 
fibly have for thy former Courtly Life in the 
Seraglio, return to diſquiet thy Soul. A Man 
may be Happy any where, that knows how 
to be Contented. MNatzre is ſerv'd with a 
Little: And we ought to eſteem our Irregu- 
hr Appetites as Foreigners. If our Fortune 
be not extended to the larger Meaſure of our 
Wiſhes, 'tis eaſy to contraGt and adequate our 
Minds to our Fortwne. 

Thou may it carve to thy ſelf various Sorts 
of Felicities in Egypt, and render\Caire as 
Pleaſant to thee now, as Conſtantinople was 

formerly 
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formerly. Vertue makes all Places delight- 
ful. If-thou art for an ACtive Life, 
there's Buſineſs. enough in that Popu. 
lous. Cirty.; and Opportunities are never 
wanting to a-Man-that is-ready to lay hold 
of them- Beſides,. 'tis the Popular - Chara- 
Cter of Egypt, That whoſoever dwells in it, 
finds an Employment ſuitable to his Inclina- 
tion» Bur if thou art- Melancholy and Con- 
templative, in my Opinion thou cou'dlt ,not 
have choſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch 
a. Temper. 

Were in thy Station, I ſhou'd make fre- 
quent Vitts to the Pyramias, and never be 
weary of ſearching, out the Ant1qnity of thoſe 
Aamirable Struttures, There is hardly any 
Thing made by Humane Art, which has put 
me upon more importunate Studies and Dil- 
quiiitions, than the Original of theſe Stapen- 
aous Fabricks. They far ſurpaſs, in Grandeur 
and Magnificence, the moſt renown'd Bmil- 
dings of the Greek and Roman Empires, even 
in the Zenith of their moſt Flouriſhing State. 
And I wou'd fain learn, 74en they were Firlt 
Erected, by Whom, and for #hat Ends? For 
I cannot believe what Joſephus the Jewiſh Hi 
ſtorian reports of them, That they were built 
in the Time -of ſes their, Law giver, and 
that all-thoſe of. the Hebrew Nation, amoun- 
ting to ſome Hundreds of Thouſands, were 


employ'd as Slaves in the Work, by the King | 


then reigning in Egypt. Y 
I have perus'd Herodotas the Grecian, Dit- 
ans the Sicilian, with Strabo, Pliny, o 
Orner 


Cl 


ED IE ESRC RTE EEE TXT) - -- 


——_—} 


reno dat at i. 4.4. a £ aw 2 


Vol. V. aSpparPARTIS. 213 


other. Writers, who have all taken great 
Pains to ſearch into the Art:gnity of the Py- 
ramids : Yet after all their Travel in Egypr, 
and their Converſe with the Prieſts of thar 
Comntry, they ſeem to have received but ſmall 
Light in this Afﬀair ; leaving Things in Un- 
—_— and-not agreeing in their Accounts. 
One will have 'em, 'to be only defign'd for 
Sepulchres of the Kings : Another ſays, they 
were built by Joſeph the Hebrew, the Vizir 
of Egypt; and that they were the Grana- 
ries where he laid up Seven Years Proviſion 
of Corn, againſt the Famine, which in his 


Days afflifted the Earth. Thus they differ 


im their Sentiments. And our Country-man 
Ibn Abd' Alhokm declares, That when he was 
in Egypt, he cou'd not draw from: any of the 
Prieſts, the leaſt Certainty as to the Aze of 
theſe Pyramids, or their Foxnders, Which 
made him conclude, That fince there was no 
Memory or Foot-ſteps of their Origina/ left 
among Men, it is probable they were built 
defore the Flood. 

This agrees exactly with what cthers of our 
Arabian Writers have deliver?d concerning 
King Saxrid, who Reignd in Egypt Three 


- Hundred Years before'the De/age, They re- 


late ſtrange Things of this Prince ; and, a- 
mong ihe*Reſt, Thar he dreamt, The Fixed 
Stars came down from Heaven to the Earth, 
overturning all Things with the Violence of their 
Precipitate Fall, Being much troubl'd at this 
Viſion, he ſent for the Prieſt, and Sages ; who 
when they were aſlembl'd rogether in ay 

"alace, 
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Palace, Aclimon their Cater, or Prince of 
the Aſtrolggers, told the King, That a Tear 
before, he had ſeen a Viſion which made a 
deep Impreſſion on his Mind, For, the Cele. 
ftial Orbs appeared to deſcend ſo low as to touch 
the Earth, ſo that the Stars were mingl d 4 
mong Men, Then he lift up his Hands above 
his Head in CD to keep m- Heaven 
rom quite oppreſſing Mortals with its Weight, 
om it were = this Poſture, (aid he, - 
thought I addreſt my ſelf to the Sun, beſeech. 
ing tre Reſplendent God, to retire with all his 
Ghttering Train of Lights to their Ancient 


Stations on High. Whereupon, the Sun mad, 


Anſwer, When I (hall have accompliſh'd Three 
Hundred Circuits, the Heavens will return 
to their Prgper Places. 

When iAclimon had related this Vion, the 
King commanded the A/trologers to erett a 
Scheme of the Preſent Configurations Above, 
and to tell them what they Perlag'd. They 
did (o, and all agree'd, that a Deluge ſhou'd 
Firſt overflow the Whole Earth, and that 
_ it ſhould be totally deſtroy'd by 

ITC» 

Upon the hearing of this, they ſay King 
Saurid commanded the Pyramid: to be built; 
carrying all his Riches into them, with the 
Tables of the Myſterious Sciences, and Laws, 
and whatſoever - was efteem'd Precious, and 
Worthy to be preſerv'd from the Gene- 
ral Deſtruttion. And the Annals of Egypt 
fay, that he commanded theſe Words to 
Engraved on them : 


Vo! 
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I Saurid, laid the Foundation 0 
the Pyramids, and finiſh'd them 
in Six Tears: Tet 1 Challenge 
any Future King, to demoliſh 
them in Six Hunarea Tears ; 
Tho” it be much eaſier to Ruine, 
than to Build, I cover'd "em 
with Silks; let any Man after 
me, cover 'em with Mats, if 


he can. 


In thus aſſerting Sarrid to be the Founder 
of the Pyramids, it ought ro be underſtood 
only of ſome of the Greateſ(t;and that other 
Succeeding Princes (perhaps after rhe Flocd) 
fpurr'd on with Emulation and defire of 
Glory, built the Reſt. Which is the only 
Way to reconcile our Arabian H#riters to He. 
rdetss, Diodorus and other Hiſtorians of the 
Weſt, who allign Cheops or Chemnis, with 
Cephren, Chabryis, and MMycerings the Son of 
Chemnis, as Founders of ſome Particular Py- 
ramids, Whilſt Strabs and Pliny, aſcribe the 
Building of one to Rhodope, a Famous Strum. 
pet, of at leaſt co ſome of her Paramoars, 

Doubtleſs, there is great Obſcurity and 
Confufion in the Records of the Ancients, a- 
bout the exat Time when theſe 1lluſtrious 
Meonyments were built» Which yet isan Im- 
Megnable Argument of their An1:quity; _ 

when 
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when One Author aſſerts this or that King to 
have built a Pyramid, Another demonſtrates 
the Contrary, by proving that that Pyramid 
was-in' Being long before the Days of the 
ſuppos'd Founder. Neither can I find 
Concurrence of Authorities, ſo Rational and 
exatly Agreeing, as that of the Arabians; 
who all Unanimouſly deliver as a certain 
Truth, That theſe Unparallell'd Strattare: 
were built long before the Flood, All which 
is confirmd by the ZE mm Annals them- 
ſelves, pen'd by thoſe of the Coptite Race, who 
deſcended from Coptim the Son of afar, the 
Son of Barſar, the Son of Cham, the Son 
Noah ; With whom, and his Family, Ph 

the Good Prieſt made an Alaxce by Mar 
riape, and in their Cuſtody were the Records 
and Traditions of the Old World. 

But if it be granted, Dear Ernxch, that 
thoſe Hiſtories are true, which relate the 
Tranſa&ions of the Kings of Egypt before the 
Flood; what Reaſon have we to call in Que 
ſion the Fragments of Manethos, a Prieſt of 
Eeypt ; or the Genealogy and Succeſſion of £ 


gyptian Monarchs, deliver'd by Herodotus jo 


the Chronological Regiſters of Eg ypt, unto 
by Diodors ; which carry up the Reign of 
their Kizgs to above a Thouſand Years be- 
yond any other the moſt Early Epocha of the 
Creation, except that of the A{[ ans, or tt 
Interminable Aſcent of Paſt Ages in the 
cords of the Chineſe and Indians? 8 .- 
I know not -what to call it ; wherher the 
Cowardiſe of the Intelleft, which dare n& 
venture 
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venture to launch into ſo vaſt a Speculation ; 
or irs Sloth, which will nor take the Pains to 
unfold and ſtretch its drowzy Facwties on the 
moſt Natural Idea in the World. *Tis true 
indeed, we cannor without ſome Fatigue, con- 
templare ftedfaſtly rhe Erernal Exittence and 
Duration of Things. "Tis an Immortal Thoughr 
thar can tranſport the Sou! back rhroagh fuck 
an Infinity of Ages. Yer the Pleaturc is Agree- 
able to rhe Undertaking : Becauſe Truth, [c- 
rene as the Mornings in E2ypt, enlightens the 
Proſpect, and remprs the Mind, it 'twere poſ- 


| (be, ro look even beyond Eterairy it ſelf : 


Whereas, he tharonly confines his View tothe 
Natrow Hori7on of Particular Hiſtories, is like 
2 Man in a ?/ldernefs, or a low and ſhady Vale, 
where his Eye is curb'd with the Interpoſition 
of Thickets, Uneven Ground, and Envions 
Encloſures. For, ſuch are the Dark Contro-« 
veries, Inextricable Difficulcies, and Aﬀected 
Umbrages of moft /7iters, who never durft 

o'er the Mountains of receiv'd Opinion ; 
or, if they did, they feartully or mahciouſly 
hide thetr Diſcoveries from the Reſt of Mortals. 
Irell thee, as God is Eternal, there cannor be 


. ahon'd an Inſtant of Time, wherein the World 


ddnot Exift. For, the Firſt Matter flows as Na- 
wrally from his Eſſence, as Light from rhe Sun. 
If thou Adoreſt any other God bur this, thou 
wilt be found in the Number of Tdolaters and 
lifidels, who pay Divine Honors to certain 
Mighty Anpets, Archire&s, as they believe, of 
Unverſe, 


L They 
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They behold Houſes, Caſtles and Great Ci 
ries built by Morrtals, and ar a certain Period” 
ruin'd by Fire, Water, Earthquakes, or other | 
Accidents ; ordeftroy'd by the Effects of War: 
From hence they form a Notion of the World' 
Qrizinal and Cataſtrophe. They Conſider the 
Animals, Plants and Minerals, Thatevery by ' 
dividual periſhes in Time, and that even in the 
Heavens there are ſtrong Symptoms of Co 
tion and Alteration. Hence they collect Argu- 
ments ro prove the Weakneſs and Decay of 
Univerſal Nature, which they vainly compare 
ro the Life of a Man, a Beaft, or a Tree. And 
as theſe have their Appointed Seaſons of Birth, 
Growth, Marurity, Decay and Death ; fo is 
it with the Univerſe. 

' Bur all this 1s Sophiſtry; or, ro ſpeak more fa- 
vourably , we oughr to charge 1t to the Ac 
count of ſhort Meditation. For, tho' the 
Individuals of all Kinds are chang d, ceaſe and 
dilappear ar their Appointed Periods ; yer the 
Species or Kinds themielves remain for Ever 
before our Eyes. As fait as One Man dies, 
Another is born ; and ſo 'tis with the Brute: : 
And the Seaſons of the Tear in their Proper 
Courſe, renew all the Vegetables. We tind 
the Elements, the Sun, Moon, Stars and Earth 
remain Unchangeable. And why then ſhould 

we think, they were nor always fo, and will 
not continue {o for Ever? Or, if this be too 
buld a Stretch , ler us conceive them ar lealt 

much more Ancient and Durable, rhan t 
are Generally rhought ro be. And if the! 
Greater Bodjes ſhall undergo a Gag 1n 
eir 
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their Outward Forms ; we may yer, believe 
their Sw/tayces will remain for ever. 

Bur, whether Corporeal Beings are thus laſt- 
ing or no, we have Something in-us that can 
never. periſh. - + Qur Souls are Immorta},. and 
need not the Emba/ming of Egypt to preſerve 
'em from Corruption. 

Therefore, r Mehemet, ſince we are 
Deſtin'd ro live for ever in one State or 0- 
ther, let us nor fear Death, which is bur a 
minutes $/umber, a ſhort Trance, our of which 
he ſhaU 1pamediately awake, to encreaſe our 
Knowledg and: Experience of rhoſe Myſteries 
and Secrets in. Nature, : Which at preſent are 
hid from us. In a;:Ward, ler us live like 
Philoſophers, and then we may hope to die 
with the ſame Equanimiry of , Spirit as he 
did, who in his latt 4gonies being asked by 
his Frind, Mere was. all his Philoſophy now ? 
Anſwer'd, I am juſt entring on a new Diſcave- 
ry concerning the Nature . of Salt, And with 
that Word he expir'd; 


Paris, 7th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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F the Prtblick Seditrons *ſhonld always con- 

rinne, or be as frequently renewed as = 
have lately been at Camſtantineple ; and 
their Effects ſhall be equal tal” ro the 
Grandees, as has beert this laſt Horra Mini 
of the Soldiers; To congratulate any Matts 
Riſe to an Eminent Dignzry, will be bur ts 
fatrer him; and Addrefles of this Nature muff 
be efteem'd no better than Mock Compls 
ments, - Civil Infalrs;- and Faſhionable Sar 
caſms : Since at this Rate, Great Honours 
ought to be look'd on no otherwiſe, but as 
dire&t Advances and ncarer [Approaches to 
Infamy and- Death; when a Man is exalted 
from an obſcure Faſtneſs; and hrmble Sect 
rity ro the -glorious Hazard of a Precipitate 

all. 

"Tis therefore, when I come ro kiſs rhe Duſt 
of thy Feer, among the Crowd of True Be- 
lievers, and ro welcome thee ro rhe moſt $a- 
cred and Sublime Vicarſhip on Earth; I draw 
near with an Indifference, ſuirable ro a My 
ſJulman , wiſhing thee nor more Joy than 
Safery in that Myſterious S:atioz, bur ſucha 
Temperament of both, as is due to thy Sar 
ity and Incorrupt Aﬀions. In a Word, 41 
wiſh thee a perpetual Immuniry from ra 
Pre 
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Priediteſſa's TEmprations, and from his Crimes ; 
Ml ken: thow need nor-fear his Misforrane 


and-Dulgrace. fa 
- er nor-whavT have faid paſs for an Argu- 


ment of Diſrefpe&t and Undurifulnefſs ro the 


Hear. of Propherich and Apoſtolich Revelations, 


1 the Great Patriarch of the Faithful. IT reve- 


rence : both- thy Office and Pex/on: Yer am 
commanded r0'' avoid Flarrery and Partial 
Addrefles, when I write to-the Greareit $.7- 
ge in the Empire. And had nor this Injun- 


\ tion been laid on me, my own Narurat 


Te wou'd prompt me-ro-ſhun that Vice, 
which renders a Man ſo much leſs than him- 
ſelf, by how much”he exalts another above 
his due; - 3 tl | 


I tave ofren-propos'd ro thy' Predeceſſor, 'the 
Mighty Benefit chat: wou'd redound to the 
whole Ottoman Empire, if Learning were more 
encourag'd, and the Hiſtories of Foreign Na- 
tions were Tranſlated into the Familiar L an- 
pug of rhe Muſſulmans. 

\ It is fit that-thoſe-who are Deſtin'd tro ſub- 
due all Things, and have already ſpread their 
Glorious Conqueſt through''the- Greareft Pare 
of the Earth, ſhou'd be acquainred with rhe 
TranſaRtions of Former Times, the Wars of 
Hhftrious and Brave Hego's, the Riſe and 
Fall of Ancient Kingdoms, and in General, the 
molt Noted Reve/rtrons in the World. From 
ſuch Records, our Generals and Military Men 
may draw Examples of 'Fortirude and Pati- 
ence, ConduCt and Prudence in all the Fa- 
veues and Difficulties of Har. Ottt Srateſ- 


Xx men 


eu may Improve their Knowled Lag 1 
Maxims of : Policy; and: Wiſdom. requilite im Þ} 


Time of Peace. In fine, Men of all Condiri 
may learn the Precepts of Monalityand Virtde. 

Methinks 'ris'Piry, that we who poſſeſs the 
Territories of the Ancient Grecians, the” Kinjps 


doms of Corinth, and - the: Argives : the Cams 
I 


monwealths of dthens, and: Lacedemon ; «the 
Empire of \Macedoni,' and- the : State of the 
Fews ; \ſhew'd be. Ignorant of the, Laws' 
which rhele divers. Comntries were of old Go- 


vern'd, and the Characters, Lives and Actions | 


of their Firſt Lawgivers and Succeeding Gt 
DErNours. 

Bur if thou ſhalr determin,..that the Know- 
ledg of theſe Remote Afﬀairs is Superfluous'and 
Unneceflary for True Belrevers ; ler 'em. at 
leaſt not be Ignorant in their Own Hiſtory, 
and the Original of their Propeniters. 

"Tis true, we Arabians have all a-long ta- 
ken Care of Our Genealogies, every - Fami- 
ly and Tribe being diligent to preſerve the 
Memory 'of their, Anceftors ; and all concur 
with an Unanimous Zeal to Regiſter the Holy 
Lineage of Mahomet, the Mellon er of God, 
So that we can'from his Father Abdalla, min 


up in a direct Paternal Line to Caydar, the 


Second Son of pun (on whom be the Bene 
difticns of God). We are not ignorant, how 
this Caydar (from whom the Noble Corei's de 
nve-their Pedigree) Firlt. ſerl'd ar Mecca, /1n 
pure' Devotion to the Square Temple, which 
was built'by . Angels, When he might as well 
have .choſen- the more Fertile Plains of Medis, 
Perſia, 
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and Aſſ5ri4, as did his Brethren Doama, 
Naples Redma. Bur he foreſaw by his Skill 
ih #frology, that the Inhabitants of thoſe Regions 
would be [do/aters. And fo it cameo paſs: For 
y were in-the Number of thoſe who A- 
dord the Fire. For the ſame Reaſon he choſe 


1 not for his Seat Armenia, though that Country 
4 be Renowned for the Reſting of Noah's Ark on 


Mount Geyis , and tha Famous Ciry Thema- 


'} nine, or the (ork of Eighty, being the Firſt 


City built afrer the Deluge, by the Eighty who 
Eſcap'd in the 4rk, Burt Caydar knew that 
the People of that Province ſhou'd worſhip the 
Sm : And it was Verify'd in the Poſterity of 
his Brethren, Nabſam, and Maſna. Therefore 
he choſe Mecca, though a Barren Country, be 
caule he knew ir , was the Seat Predeftin'd to 
the Ele# Lineage, the Generation of Fuſt Men 
and pr: from whom was to ſpring the 
Light of the M/orld, Mahomet, who in Para- 
Fr, is called Al Batraſim, and in Heaven Ach- 
met. 

Caydar was the Only Son of Tſmael, who 
took Part with his Father , and follow'd his 
Example, Worſhipping One God, Creator of 
the H/orlds , as he had learn'd by Tradirion 
efrom Abrahim the Beloved of the Eternal : 
Whereas Nabayath, Abdael, Thema, and the 
reſt of the Twelve, either Ador'd the Sun, Moon 
and Stars , or the Elements ; except Fackour, 
who paid Divine Honours to the Tree Betlemer ; 
and Hada! and Maſſa, who facritic'd Beaſts to 
the Ide!s Bohinun and Allee. 
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And as our Hiſtorians have been thus part 
culacly exact in Recording the Aﬀairg of the 
Twelve Sons of Iſmael; fo have they ſhew'd 
themſelves no leſs preciſe, in relating the 
Tranſactions of the Tweive Tribes which de- 
ſcended from them, even down to the Preſent 
Age. 
7 do not infift on this, to- reach thee ſome- 
thing whercof thou ary Ignorant ; par ro put 
thee in Mind of. the Benefit and Advantage, 
——_ _ vaſt — ACCrues ye” a - 
rion us ing the Memoirs 
Anceſtors. ha my. Cauntry-men have 
exceeded rhe Fideliry and Care of all other 


_ 
it nor been for the Induſtry of Arabian 
Writers, the Hiſtory of the whole Saracen Ems 
ire, the Succeſſion of the Caliphs, with their 
Wars and Conqueſts, would have been either 
quite loft ro this Age, or at leaſt much de- 
praved and falfified by the Malice of Chriftian 
and Perfian Authors, both equally Enetrffies ro 
the Truth. By which it is evident, rhart eve- 
ry Nation ought to Repifter their own Tranſ- 
attions. 

Whar therefore I chiefly aim art is, That the 


Glorious Ofnans, who have by their Valour » 


enter'd into the Poſſeffions and Territories of 
many ancient Nations, might alſo be acquaint 
ed with rhe Hiſtories of thoſe People whoſe 
Lands they enjoy : Bur, above all, I wiſh, rhat 
afrer they have found a way to ſo much 
Wealth and Hononr, they would nor loſe 
Themlelyes and their own Original. 

1 ſpeak 
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I Tpeak of the Turks properly fo call'd ; the 
Deſcendents of the Scythians, who by ſome 
were eſteemed the moſt Ancient Nation on 
Farth ; a People form'd by Nature for the Em- 

re of the FYorld ; were never Conquer'd 
themſelyes , yer ſpread their Victories over _ 
all Aſia. T hey roured Jopyrio, a General of 4s 
lexander the Great ; and drove back a huffing 
King of Egypt , with Shame and Loſs to his 
own Country. In tine, they were a People Na« 
turally Juſt, Temperate, Hardy and Endu'd 
with all the Excellent Qualities, which the 
Philoſophy of the Greeks and Remans cou'd ne- 
ver Inſpire into their Subjetts , though they 
aim'd at ir. of 

Theſe were the People, O Oracle of Belie- 
vers, from whom the preſent Turks deſcend. 
And is it not a Shame, that they can give na 
other Account of their Anceſtors, but what they 
borrow from the Chriſtians, who in the mean 
time ch rhe Muſſulmans with Ignorance 
and Barbariſm ? © 

Tis for this Reaſon I renew the fame Re. 
= to thee , which 1 ofren made to * 

deceſſor, that Learning may be encouraged. 
Let all the Ancient Records and Hiſtories of 
the Greeks and Romans be {ought out and 
Tranſlated, by Men skillful in Languages, into 
the Familiar Speech of 'the Orromans. Some, 
I know , are already Common among the 
Grandees, as Herodotus, Plutarch and orhers ; 
bur,” ter nor any Credible Writer be want« 
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In doing this, rhou wilt. put a Check to the 
Scofis of Infidels, © augment the Honour and 
Intereſt ' of the 'Moſelmans, and leave an Im- 
mortal Name behind thee on Earth : Which 
will make ay 1072 in Paradiſe more ſweet 
ro an Infinity of Ages. | 


Paris, 19th of the 34 Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


— ct FX 


LETTER XII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


LL Europe, except the French and Suedez, 
hangs ; weld. the Head for the Death df 

the German Empercur, He went to the Ins 
mortals, on the 2d. Day of this Moon, afte: 
a long Fir of Sickneſs, and Forry Nine Year 
Lite an Berth... 7 3:41.09 ids 2 TY 
Nathan Ben Saddi, the Agent of the Park, 
at Vienna, informs.me, 'That on the. famt 
Day whereon the -Emperour died, the Impet 
74al Palace took Fire on a ſudden , and with 
ſuch Imperuofiry, that a great Parr of it was 
preſently conſum'd ; and the King of Huw 
gary and Bohemia, . the Emperor's Son, ar 
rowly eſcap'd with his Life. *This is eſteem! 
a bad Omen to the Empire. And without 
being Superſtitious, T can afſure thee, that 
Germany 1s in a very bad Condition ar thi 
Juncture. 
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Juncture. The Elefors are fo divided on 
the Score of Religion, and their Secular Inte- 
reſts and Alliances, Thar in all Probabili- 
ty they will nor with Eaſe decide the Suc- 
cefſion. 

The Duke of Brandenburgh having United 
himſelf ro the Swedes, will not conſent to the 
Inſtalling Leopoldus Ignatius Foſephus, the Em- 

rour's 5on, becauſe that Prince ſupports the 

uſe of the Poles and Danes, The Palatine 
of Heyde/berg and Duke of Bavaria, are art 
odds about their private Pretenſions. The 
Duke of Saxony would fain be Emperour him- 
ſelf, or have one ar leaſt of the Lutheran Reli- 
_; And the reſt are ſo incenſed againſt the 

ouſe of Auſtria, that ir is thought none bur 
the Eccleſiaſtick Princes will vote for the King 
of Hungary and Bohemia. So that there being 
no King of the Romans to claim the Succefſion 
yl the Laws of the Empire, the Throne is * 
Ke to be vacant yer a while. 
Cardinal Mazarini, who watches all Op- 
portunities to aggrandize his Maſter, has dif- 
parch'd away ſeveral Couriers into Germany, 
to negoriare privately with the Electors, and 
concert thoſe Meaſures which will be moſt for 
the Intereſt of France. And I rell thee, rhis 
Miniſter has no ſmall Influence on the Eector 
of Colen, and Prince Palatine of the Rhzne. 
Beſides, thou wilt fay, he goes the right way 
tw work, when thou ſhalr know, that he 
makes uſe of the French Gold ro compals his 
Deſigns, 


No 
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No ſooner did rhe News of the Emperonr's 
Death arrive ar this Courr, bur it was obſer- 
ved the Cardinal rodk up a Hundred thouſand 
Piſtoles, of the Publick Bankers in this City, 
Ss uy Body gueſſed how.it would be dif- 

ed. 

"The Portugueſe Embafſador at this Court, 
has cauſed Extraordinary Fire-Works to be 
play'd on the River Seyne before the Palace of 
the King, in Honour of his Maſter's Corona- 
tion, the Young King of Portugal. Bur the 
Spaniards are preparing more dettructive Fire. 
Works on the Frontiers of that Kingdom, be- 
ing ready to enter it with an Army of Sixteen 
thouſand Men, to recover the Portugueze 
Crown. | 

In ſending thee theſe . Intelligences, Sage 
Miniſter, I am nor concerned for the Infidels, 
Who dies or who lives, who riſes or who fall, 
is all one ro Mahmur, provided the Grand Sig: 
1ior's Health, Life and Happineſs, be ang: 
% mented. And this I ſpeak as an Arabian and 


True Believer. | 


Paris, 3oth of the 4th Moon, 
of the Tear 1657, 
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LETTER XIV. 


Ts Raba Mahomet, General of the 
Ottoman Forces, at his Camp 
near Adrianople. 


x HE Sacred Empire of True Believer: is 

beſer ar this Time with Infidels, Rebels, 
and Hereticks, Here are many Rumours 
ſpread abroad concerning the Perſians, and 
the Intereſt they have in the Baſſa and Citi- 
zens of Babylon. They talk alſo, that fome 
Malecontents defign Things which ought nor 
to be named, 

God has given me two Ears, and I hear 
theſe Diſcourſes with both, bur I entertain 
them with one unchangeable Judgment. Thar 
they are only rhe Whiſpers of Fame, which 
has a thouſand double Tongues.. If it be rrue, 
that the four Chiauſes who were diſpatched 
to Babylon from the Grand Signier , to, con- 
firm the Inhabitants of that Ciry in their Alle- 
giance, and aſſure them of ſpeedy Sucgours, 
were murder'd by the difſoyal Cinizens ; I 
doubt nor bur 'ris as true, . That the P/. 
bas conſumed the greateſt part of the. Red- 
beads in their Camp at yet, 250 Whar tho' 
theſe Babylonian Mungrels cry, Long live the 
King of Perſia ! The reſt of the re With 
true Zeal and Deyorion, pray for the Health 
and Proſperity 'of the Grand Signeor, _— 

tho 


Throne, by the Heavens and Earth, That he 
will go againſt - the Venetian; in Perſon ! The 


Mufti can eafily abſolye him in Caſe of Su- 


te againſt the more' Accurſed Kyſilbaſchi. * 

"Tis probable;. the Oſman Monarchy -may 
be —_ embaraſs'd by Domeftick Troubles 
and Foreign Wars: Yet he that founded it, 
and is the Conſfervator of Ages, will out of 
theſe very Diſtempers and Eyils produce a 
good Confſtirution of Health in the _ State, 
and a firmer Eſtabliſhment againſt all Ene- 
mies. 

In the mean while, the Venetians are very 
buſie in their Levies at home, and in making 
Intereſts abroad.” Couriers are perpetually 
poſting up and down Chriſtendom, to and 
rom that Ciry. They would willingly have 
all the Bufineſs of Europe ſuperſeded for their 
ſakes. "Every where "tis whiſperd, There 
is ſome/grand Defign a-foor againſt the Turks, 
but no Body knows what. And T tell thee, 
France, - Spain, Germany, Poland, Sweden, and 
the. reſt of the Nazarene Kingdoms, are t00 
much entangled -amUng themſelves, to have 

y Thoughts of "medling with Remote Af- 


an 
fans | is 

The Poles would; have had the German Em- 
perour taken that Ctown in Vaſſalage, on 
Condition of ProteCting is from the Swedes. 
Bur,” whilſt ' rhe Emperour was alive, he 
weigh'd the Difficulties, and refusd fo chatge- 
able,an Offer, Now, he is lately dead, in 
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F the Empire is hardly capable ' ro defend ir 


- Differences are newly riſen berween the 
Duke of - Bavaria, and the 'Elettor Palatine of 
Heydelburg ; each claiming the Right to be Vs- 
car of the Empire during the Vacancy. .. And 
7 are. preparing on both Sides, tb difpure 
be Matter with the Sword : Whilit the . Kzng 
of 'Sueden, {miles ſecretly at their Inteſtine 

rrels,. reſolving to be reveng'd on Germa- 
m1 for the Afdiltance they . have given to Caſt 
mir ' King of, Poland. 
. Ar the ſame time, the Danes are Arming 
and Equipping by Sea' and Land, ro Demand 
Juſtice of the Suedes, Whillt the cunning 
Moſgovite ftands aloft,” amuſing all Parties 
with {pecious Pretexrs; bur deſigning only to 
play his own Game, and eſpoule that Quar- 
rel, which willbriog hum, mott Booty. ' -Prince 
Rapotskz, promiles Pi to. the Suedes, bur 'ris 
thought, will prove falſe in; the End. | The 
Counſels of theſe Unciranmciſed, are full: of 
reachery;. they are infatuated, blinded, and 
| know nor what, they do, | 
| The Caſe is as bad in Spain, where the King 
| s making vaſt Preparations - ro enter Partu- 
zal,: and,claim rhar-Crown, - hoping to make 
Atvantage of their Domeſtick, .FaCtions fince 
be. Death- of | Don Fun de-Braganza, the 
ate Portugueſe 'King ; Nor conſidering; that 
be French are_ like ro find/him. Work _ 
n Italy, Flanders, and Cataloxia ; belides t 
contimual Damages he receives by Sea from 
ite Engliſh, and the Loſles he ſuſtains in 4- 


mericd. 


buſy" PF own Aﬀairs. | REN | 
ey 0 Nc bur her own Strength. 

ve General of thei Army a 
fſtin'd xo Cami theſe” Irfidels 3” and or 


thing diſcourage thee; from vurfiling the = 


of Honour and Religion. Lit the prod 
know, :'Thax thate $#'4 Swyrdd Sawhi I 
Eaſt which will never be pat up , rill it lids 
nor only cut off the Exteriour bur 
even ripr-up the Bowels'of the Whſterw Em 


The Inhabirants of Sicih are in great Coo 
ſternation, by Reaſon of a freſh Eruprion 6f 
Fire from Mont /£tna, or Mount Gibel, gar 
by the Ciry Catanea, and Adjacent Parts: arc 
much-in.Danper, and the Aſhes ate feathers 
all over the Hand. © This Mountain tas at 
Times flam'd forth-in an Extraordinary Marn- 
ner from Immemorable Apes ; and in all Pto- 
bability, will continue to do (otill the Dez 


> There: 

here is like ro be a New Quarrel berween 
France and Holland ; the latrer- complaining, 
that they have -had above Three: Funke 
Merchant Ships taken from 'em by the po 
within theſe Seven Years, Upon which they 
have ftopr Two Veſſels belonging to this 
Kingdom, and many encreaſe a- 
pace x berwher them, 
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x the mean Time, the German Courr is 
ing to chuſe a New Emperour. His 
} 35 the Perſon deſigned for this Dignity, if 
th Electors do nor oppoſe ir. His Name is 
laus Is natins of: bus, King of Hungary 
Bobemis He lies fick of a dangerous Dif- 
eaſe, not leſs loarbſome than the Plague. 

And now I have mention'd this Scourge of 
| God, it will not be amiſs to inform thee, thar 
| in Rome and Naples, where it has raged theſe 
Eeven Moons, and has deſtroyed a Hundred 
and cighry thouſand People ; 'tis not now ro 
be heard of : Commerce is reſtored ; Publick 
{ Courts fir ; Ambaſſadors have Audience ; and 
af Things run in their wonted Charinel. Yer 
in Genous they feel it {hill 

The Souls of rheſe Infidels are Infected with 
an Iyfernal Peſtilence, and therefore God rains 
——_ them ; whilſt rhe Elect in all Nations 

ed from all Evil, being mark'd in 
the orehead by rhe Angel of Health, 


Pris, 1 5th. of the 5th- Moon; 
of the Year 1657. 
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LETTER XV. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician #0 the Grand 
S1gnior. 


|| Have encounter'd a Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 
the Firſt Calzphs, which a little entangles me, 
My Faith is disjoynted. Thou know'it, we 
Muſſulmans believe, that Abu Becre was the 
True Succeſſor of the Prophet, Yer when I 
conſider, that he atrain'd the Soverergnity by 
Surprize, without the Conſent of the Muſſu 
mans,” I kriow not-what ro think of ir. 

After the Death of the Meſſenger of God, 
the Inhabitants of Mecca and Medina raisd a 
Sedition, and rook up Arms, each Challenging 
the Right of Ele&5on ro themſelves. When, t0 
prevent the Ill Conſequences of this Tumult, 
Abu-Becre and Omar immediately came 0 
them ; and to end the Controverſy, Omar 
ſtretching forth his Hand ro Abn-Becre, ſaluted 
him Caliph, and lifring up his Hand ro Heaven, 
ſwore Allegiance to him. Which Example ſud- 
denly prevail'd on others, and ſo the 'Tumult 
' was appeas'd. Yer, Omar himſelf ſeem'd to 
repent of what he had done : For a while 
he was heard to fay, Aſſuredly,the Inauguration 
Abu-Becre was a Raſh, Vnadviſed thing ; God 
vert the Evil which may reſult from it. But, let # 
" be a Law, That if any one hereafter ſhall preſume 

to 
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to do as I have done, and ſwear Fealty to another 
without the Aſſent of the Muſſulmans, he ſhall 
be put to Death. | 
Bur, thar which is of greateſt Moment 
with me, is, that Al: Eb'n Abi Taleb the Son- 
im-Law of the _ was not preſent at 
this Ele&:on, who had as much Righr ro the 
Caliphate, as any of them, if not more: Ar 
leaſt he had a Right ro Vore. And when he 
firſt heard rhe News, he proteſted againft 
whar they had*done as Null and' Invalid, in 
Regard they had nor conſulred him. Cer+ 
tainly, 41; Eb'n Abi. Taleb- was 'a Matchleſs 
Hero, orming MzrFacles of Valour in De- 
fence of the Prophet.” \ When he belieg'd Chai- 
bay, a City of the Fews, 'he rook the Gares of 
the City from off their Hiriges, and us'd them 
as his Shield, When he brandifh'd his' Glit- 
tering Sword, he made his Enemies'tremble. 
] will not fay more in' his Praiſe, . left thou 
ſhould'ſt conclude, I have liſted my ſelf in the 
Number of the Kyzi! Baſhi. What I write, 
sonly by way of riny, being diffatisf'd 
abour theſe Things. 
So when Abu-Betre lay on his Death-bed, 
be call d for Orhman Ebn Aphan the Scribe, 
and bid him wrire as follows : © In the Name 
*of God, Gracious and Merciful ; This is 
"the Teſtament *of  Abdollah Eb'n Abu Coha- 
"pha, when he was artiv'd to the laſt Hour 
*of this World, and rhe firſt of the World 
*tocome, 'Then he fell into a Traxce, while 
Oman proceeded, and wrote the Name of 
Omar Eb'nol Chattahb. Then Abu- Becre 
awak'd ; 
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awak'd ; and asking Othman, 1. om he had 
named ' for his Succeſſor z He reply'd, Omar, 
Thou haſt done well, ſaid he, and according to 
my Mind. Tet, if thou hadſt named thy v5; 
aſſuredly, thon art warthy of the Honour. Thus 
Omar 1uccecded in the Caliphate, by the Pri- 
vare Order of Abw-Becre, withour asking the 
Conſent of the Meſe/maxs. Ir looks like a 
Conrrivance or Bargain berween rheſe Two 
at firſt, |. When Omar ſwore Feelty ro' Abu 
Becre, qne would ſuſpect he made him pro» 
miſe ro bequeath the Caliphate ro him, Be 
ir. how it will, - thou feeſt Omar a-cepred the 
Government, on Conditions which he himſelf 
had made Unlawfut, when he-prohibited any 
trgfis that would be made without the 
tof the Muſſubzans. He was the Firſt 
that was called Amir /wumenin, or Conmand- 
gr of the Faithful. | 
It is reported; that when Omar was near 
his Death, thoſe that ftood abour him defr'd 
him to name his Swecefſor, they themſelves re- 
ing 41; Ebn 4b; Tateb, becauſe of 
his Relation to the Prophet.” But he rejected 
him, and commirred the Ele4ion of his: Suc- 
or to Othman, Ali, Telba, Azobair, Abu 
d, and Saud Eb'n Abi Wakka. Abu Obeid 
therefore coming ro Als Eb'n 4þ1 Taleb, faid 
thus ro him, Art thou be to whom I may ſwear 
Feadeliry, that thou wilt at according to the 'Book 
of God, and the Laws of his Prophet, and the 
Conſtitution of the Two Semiors ? | Ali anſwer'd, 
I will ever att according to the Book of God, and 
the Law of his Prophet ; but as ta the Conſtitw- 
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* tions of the two Seniors.  T will follow my own 
' Counſel. Then Abn Obeid going to Othman, 
faid the fame Words : And Othman promis'd 
| to perform all that they requi'd. So they 
| choſe Orthman to ſucceed : Omar mm-the Calr- 
| phate. He was accusd of too great Parrtiali- 
| ry to thoſe of his Blood ; for he recall'd Ha- 
cem Ebno'l As 4b'n Omaiah, . whom the Prophet 
had baniſh'd.” * He gave himalfſo a Hundred 
Thouſand Aſpers, and to Abdalla Ev'n Chaled, 
| he gave Forty Thoutand. They tax'd him 
alio with Pride, in that he fate in the Higheſt 
Seat of the Prophertick, Throne, where none bur 
the Holy Prophet himſelf had ever fare: Fort, 
Abu-Becre, 1n Reverence ro-the Meſſenger of 
God, fare one Step below ir, and Omar, two. 
So 'that the Arabians being incens'd at Orh- 
man's Arrogance and other Vices, rook up 
Arms, and kill'd him. Then fuceeeded Al:. 

I rehearſe this Hiſtory ro thee, that thon 
may''t know the particuiar Grounds of ny 
Diflarisfaction, and give me thy Opinion-m 
* { this Matter. For, if Abu-Becre, Omar, and 
| Othman, were untfawfully lifred to rhe Cali- 
phate, it follows, that they wete Uſrrpers, 
| and Hali the only True $utcefſor of the' Pro- 
| And, if this be granted, then we have 
» | to Reaton to-ctrle rhe Perſians, who are the 
Followers of Ha/z. God knows which is in 
{he Right, we-or they. We att are Diſciples 
5 {of the Propher, and believe in the Onity of 

the Divine Effence.” oo ot OS 4 
* God blefs Mahomet our Law-giver, with all 
thoſe of this Hoſe, Gol bes Mahomet our 
| Glorious 
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Glorious Sultan ; In fine, .. God bleſs thee and 
me. . xaclt ; : 


Paris,15th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 


—_— 


LETTER XVL 
To Cara Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


i Sn 


Y the Notices which I receive from Con- 
# ſtantinople, it:appears that the Ground of 
all rhe Pwublick Diſcontenrs in that City, is 
the Venetians Conqueit and Poſſeflion of 
Tenedes : As it the People thought thar Iſland 
would: prove as fatal now to the Muſſulmans, 
as it was formerly ro Old Troy, when the Gre- 
C1491s under .the. Conduct of Agamemnon, 
pitch'd rheir 'Firſt Camp there, ro. recover 
Helena the Faireſt Woman of Greece, whom 
Paris the Prince of Troy had raviſh'd from her 
Husband's Embraces. | 

That Rape was fatal to the Trojans : For, 
afrer a Ten'Years War, their City was taken 


by Stratagem,. and burnt to Aſhes : Their { 


Princes and Nobles either all ſlain, or carry'd 


away. Captives by the _ Victorious Greeks. | 
Only Aneas ſaved his Father alive, carry- ! 


ing him on his Back out of the Flames, and 
with ſome .other Commanders eſcap'd to Sea 
in ſuch Veſſels as they found ready, The Hi 


ſtory }.. 
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ſtory of all his Adventures, is too tedious for 
a Letter. Suffice ir ro ſay, that after many 
Voyages from one Region to another, ar laſt 
he landed in Italy, where he and his Compa- 
ny ſerled ; And from rhem the Venetians with 
other People of Europe, derive their Origi- 
nal. 

"Tis rhis makes their preſent Poſſeflion of Te- 
nedos, appear as an Ill Omen, in the Eyes of the 
Superftitious. As if thoſe Reliques of Ancient 
Troy, were now come to recover the Habit a- 
tions of rheir Fathers, and drive both Greeks and 
Muſſulman's out of the Empire. | 

Bur, rheſe are only Chimera's, and Dreams ; 
For, when a Nation is once diſplanred from 
their Native Sear , they ſeldom or never take . 
Root there again. Beſides, who knows whe- 
ther the Venetians deſcend from Troy, or no ? 
'Tis rrue indeed , if Hiſtorians ſpeak Truth, 
That Zneas faild into Italy, Two Years after 
the Burning of Troy : "Tis probablealſo, that 
he built Lavinium%, as Padua is aſcrib'd to An- 


| tenor, one of his Captains. Bur where's the 


Conſequence, that the Venetians ſhou'd there- 
fore be the Off-/pring of theſe Heroick, Fugi- 
tives ? They may as well ſay, the French are 
the Poſterity of rhe Moors, becauſe thoſe Afri- 
cans once feared themſelves in Spain. For, 
juit ſo Independent are the States of Italy, one 
of another, and their Inhabitants of as difte- 
rent Genealogies , as are theſe Two Porent 


Kingdoms , with the People that dwell in 
them, 


And 
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is Blake, I am the more particular in this 
Relation, becauſe thou art expert in Marine 
Afﬀairs, having 'had the Command of the In- 
'vincible Ortoman Armads. 

There is a ! Poſt newly come in from Ger- 
many, who informs us, that the Xznp of Suc- 
den and Prince Ragotsz, have taken So ſtrong 
Fort of Brzesks Litenck: from the King of 
Poland. 


The Portugueſe Embaſſador at this Court, 


preſſes rhe King with much Earneftnefs, to 
tend Aids ro his Maſter; in regard the Sp 
1ards are actually enter'd into Portugal, and 
have taken Oliverza, a Ciry of that Kjng- 
dom. 
[ formerly acquainted the Miniſters of the 
Dzvan, thar the King of Spain had causd all 
the People of this Kingdom to be Numbred : 
Now > _ farther, Thar in order to car- 
ry on ar effectually againſt Portupal ; 
this Monarch has > anne or 5th. Ma m 
every Family to take up S__ and oy 
the Campagne... Ar which Rare, they ſay, he 
—— won 2 Hundred Thouſand Men in the 
ield. a 
In the mean-time, all the Diſcourſe her 
preſent is, concerning the Siege of Montmed), 
a very ſtrong Place-in Flanders, It-was Inve- 
ited by the French Army on the 11th. of 'this 
Moon, under the Command of Mareſchal de /a 
Ferte Seneterve. 


France has ſent. a great many brave Gene- 


rals 1nto the Field” this Summer ; and 1 per- 
celye, the Baſſ4's of the Orroman Empire ate 
| os nor 
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nor like 20 carry at home. God inſpire thee, 
and thy Equals, with a Reſolution which 
knows no Medium berween Victory and a 
Glorious Dearh. 


Paris, 26th of the 6th Meoy, 
of- the Near 1657+ 


LETTER XVIL 


To Nathan Ben $addi, 4 Jew «t 
Vienna, 


'S HE Beginning of thy Letter ſurpris'd me 
with Wonder, when I read that a Chi- 
aus from the Grand Signior, the YoVereiga 


© of Sovereigns, Lord of three Empires and 


Five and 'T wenty Kingdoms, ſhould have the 
Difhonour, not tro find Admutrance within 
the Walls of Vieuna.z and that in a Time 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to pro- 
voke a Foreigy War, being ſufficiently em- 
barraſs'd wh Domeſtickh, 'Txoubles. Bur , 
when I read farther, and perceiv'd, Thar go 
Embaſſader, not even of the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces, has any more Privilege ar this JunCture ; 
and that it 15 an Eſtabliſhd Law of the Em- 
* pixe, thus to reverence the Majeſty of their 
deceas'd Sovereign, and conſulr rhe Safery.of 
the next EleRion ; I ceas'd to reſent this any 
longer as. an Indignizy L. our Great Maher, 
Os 1 2 - an 


ad 1 
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And now the Trojan War is in my Mind, I 
cannot bur ſmile at the Egregious Folly 
of Ajax, the Son of Te/amon. This was a 
Grear Commander in the Grecian Army, Aa 
huge; brawny, Giant-like Fellow, rhar had 
perſorm'd Prodigies of Strength and Valonr 
in combating the Trojans, and yer at laſt, fell 
upon his own Sword and kill'd himſelf, be- 
cauſe he cou'd nor have his Will of Ulyſſes ; 
and all about an Old Ruſty Buck/er, taken 
from the Enemy, whieh Ajax claim'd as his 
Right, in Reward of his Meritorious Ser- 
vices, and the many Scars he had receiv'd. 
Burt Ulyſſes over-rul'd rhe Council of Har, 
which was call'd on Purpoſe to decide this 
Quarrel, and gor the Shze!d himfclf. For, be- 
ing a cunning, plaufible Fellow , he pleaded 
Thar rhough the Courage and brave Actions 
of Ajax delery'd all due Honour and Acknow- 
ledgment ; yer the Surprrze of Troy and end- 
ing the War, was only owing ro his Wir and 
Contrivance , who deluded rhe Trojans wirh 
a H/ooden Horſe, in the Belly of which lay a 
Derachment of Armed Men; and rhete ae 
the Horſe was admitred into the City , came 
out of their Neſt in the Dead of rhe Night, 
and ſet Fire to the Houles, opening the Gates 
alſo to the Grecian Army. 

If the Venetians cou'd invent ſome fuch 
Stratagem, perhaps there wou'd be Danger 
of their raking Conſtantinople : Bur, rill rhen, 
Illuftrious Baſſ2, there's no Reaſon to fear 
theſe Infidels. Beſides, it will be very eaſy 
ro diſpoſleſs 'em of rhar Ominous 1Nand, and 
| lo 


Vol. V. a Spy at PARIS. _ 241 


fo diilipate the Charm which has bewitch'd 
the Seditious Rabble. Bur I wou'd counſel, 
that ir be atrempred in Time, before the Ve- 
netians are got into the Helleſpont with their 
Navy: For, there's. no Succels againfit theſe 
Infidels by Sea. - That Element, it ſeems, is 
the H;ife of ;rhe Duke of Venice ; being E- 
{pous'd with a Ring, and other Solemn Cere- 
monies, On a Certain Feſtival of rhe Naza- 
renes. | 

One- wow'd think alſo,” that". che: Englifh 
had made - ſucceſsful Love to.the- Sea 3 For, 
their Navies are always proſperous. We 
have freſh News come in, of an; Encounter 
berwcen them and the Spaniſh :/t-India 
Fleer, near the Iſland ,of Tenerif; wherein 
there were Seventcen of rhe Spaniſh Ships 
ſunk-or burnt, and among them, were Five 
great: Galleons, They; rok, from, them. ah 
Immenſe Treaſure of Gold. and-Silver, with 
other coſtly Merchandiie-- {0 

The Frenc/ Court rejoyces mightily at this 
Exploit; not _in any Real. Love: to the Ex- 
1 bur in Hatred of -the Spaniards - For, 

tween theſe Two Nations, there ſeems - to 
be: an{ Irreconcilable Antiparhy.::,. Belides; the 
French. have Reaſon of Szate for their Joy, be- 
Ing * un League with: the Engliſh Commun» 
wealth, +; ; 

That. which renders this; Victory, the more 
Remarkable, is, that ir was obtain'd in/a Spas 
ub Harbour, the Pore:of. Santa Cruz in Te- 
neriff. ' Every one | extols. the Engliſh: Com- 
wander for a. very brave Kerſan, His Name 
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> So Blake 1-am the more particular in this F' 
þ. Rains becauſe thou art expert in Marme 


hadirhe Cormand of che In- 
There -: a: Poſt newly come in from Ger- 
may; 'who:informs us, 'thar rhe Kiny of Suc- 
den. and Prince Ragotrls, have taken the ftr 


Fort of Breexki Litewks from the King 
— IE: | 


The P fe Embaſſador at this Court, 
EEE En 
00S - 3 In Foger 
2rd: are actually enter'd into Portugal, yr 
have taken Okiverza, a Ciry of that Kjng- 


or? inted the Minzfters of the 
uaume ſters of £ 
_ King of Spain had causd all 
the People of this tw be Numbred : 
Now I tell rhee farther, Thar in order to car- 
on 'the War effectually againſt Porrupal ; 
this Menarch has comm, the grh. Man m 
every Family IEG » — and _ 
the C {Ar 'whi are, th , he 
m_ ho S Hanked Thouſand Men in the 
ield. | 
In the mean time, all the Diſcourſe here-at 
preſent is, cconcerhing the Siepe of Montmed, 
a very ſtrong Place-in Flanders, It was Inve- 
ited by the French Army on the 11th. of-'this 
Moon, under the Command of Mareſchal de la 
Ferte Seneterve. | 
France has ſent a "great many brave Gene- 
rals anto the Field this Summer ; and I per- 
celye, the Baſſq's of the Orroman Emprre ave 
oy nor 
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not. like 20 carry at home. God inſpire thee, 
and rhy Equals, with a Reſolution which 
knows no Medium berween Victory ang 2 
Glorious Death. 


Paris, 26th of the 6th Moor, 
of= the Tear 1657» 


LETTER XVIL 


To Nathan Ben $addi, « Jew «t 
Vienna, 


T HE Beginning of thy Letter ſurprisd me 
with Wonder, when | read that a Chi 
aus from the Grand Sigmor, the Sovereign 


_ - of Sovereigns, Lord of three Empires and 


Five and 'T wenty Kingdoms, ſhould have the 


Difhonour, not tro find Admittance within 


the Walls of Vieuna.; and that in a Time 
when the Germans have no. Reaſon to pro- 
voke a Foreigu War, being ſufficiently em- 
barrals'd wah Domeſtick, 'Tzoubles. Bur , 
when I read farther, and perceiv'd, Thar go 
Embaſſader, not even of the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces, has any more Privilege ar this Juncture 
and that it 1s an Eſtabliſhd Law of the Em- 


* pixe, thus to reverence the Majeſty of their 


deceas'd Sovereign, and conſult rhe Safery.of 
the next EleRion ; I ceas'd to reſent this any 

as. an Indignity to our Great Maſter, 
DIY 7 "OE - and 


. 


od 


conſigned ro the Place of its Everlaſting Re- 
mw ro the Quarrel between the Duke of Ba- 
waria, and Prince Palatine, about the Vica- 
riate ; there's much to be faid on both ſides ; 
and ir onghr to be a Thing indifferent to thee 
and me, which of thoſe rwo gets the Victo- 
ry. Yer, for the ſake of Truth, I will rell 
thee in ſhorr, whar I have collected our of the 
Fournal of Carcoa, thy Predeceſſor, and our 
of orher Memoirs, as they came to my 
Hands. 

It appears then, that by the Golden Bull of 
Charles V. this Dignity was declared Inherenr 
in the Palatinate Family, in Right of their 
Poſſefiion of thar Principality; and thar it had 
been ſo for many Ages, even before there 
were any Eleftors eſtabliſhed in the Empire. 
"Tis upon this Ground the preſent Ele&or Pa- 
{atine claims it. Bur on the other fide, it 1s 
as manifeſt, that when Maximilian the Fa- 
ther of the Prefent Duke of Bavaria was In- 
velted with the Eleoral Dignity, it was In- 
ſerred in the Imperial Bull, that the Vicege- 
rency of the Empire, during an Interregmm, 

Tou'd 
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ſhou'd henceforth belong to that Family. Yer, 
this. Grant was again diſannulled by the lare 
Pacification at Munſter. And io the Buſineſs is 
left in Diſpute berween theſe rwo Families. 
He of Bavaria truſts to his Strength and 
Riches, being alſo backed by rhe Eccleſsr/tich 
Princes ; whilft rhe other only con*des in the 
Juftice of his Cauſe, the Right of Unqueſtion- 
able Inherirance. 

Leaving therefore theſe Grandees to profe- 
cute their ſeveral C/aims, T'll rell rhee whar 
makes the freſheſt Noite in this City, is an 
Attempt which the Prince of Conde made lare- 
ly on the Town of Calars, a Sea-Port of this 
Kingdom. He had received certain Intelli- 

nce, that the Governour had fent our rhe 

Part of the Garriſon to fortifie Ardres, 
a Place nor. far from-Calas, and ſuppoſed to 
be in greater Danger. Upon this News, the 
Prince marched with great Expedition, de- 
ſigning ro ſurprize Ca/as by Night. Bur he 
was diſcovered before he came near them ; and 
the Inhabitants raking up Arms, appeared on 
the Walls and Ramparts to welcome him ; fo 
that he was forced to retire again with the 
loſs of near a Thouſand Men. 

Here are rwo Men come out of England, 
that pretend to be Prophets,” foretelling the 
Downfal of the Pope, whom they call Anti- 
Chriſt, a Beaſt, a Dragon, and I know nor how 
many other Titles. One of them is gone ro 
Rome, 'to rell rhe Holy Father to his Face what 
is like to befall him. The French Court 
looks upon them as Mad-men; and no Body 

M 3 can 


_— 
. 


&s Writ'ly Vol. V. 


6 + > ai at; 1 
24 Ls © 7 L a We - 
5 &"& ds. © — = 1-# J 
. p 7 
+ . * 
. q - q 
"Lot 
, 
ILL p 

| eſteem then berrer, if go to Rome» 

A 2 - - 
. - - 


» 


th, yet 
ed a redious Imprifonmenr ; till at 
length, rhe Plague releas'd him both from that 

# rhe Chains of rhis mortal Life. 

Nathan, if be had dy'd by the ftroke of rhe 
Exccutioner, or by Fire, the common Dearhk of 
thoſe who rail at the Roman Faith, 1 could not 
pronounce hin a Martyr, unlefs it were to his 
own Folly and Rafhneſs ; fince he was not 


fin of Moſes or Mahomet, but to are in- 
urine mgatrineg s of 


Thy Buftaecfs is the ſame at Vienna : Purſne 
that with Alacrity, and God ſhall prore@ rhee 
from all Advyerkiy. | 


Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


LETTER 
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To Melec Amet. 


} Velcome thy Return ro the Earth again: 
For it appears by thy Letter, that thou 
bait been in the Ocher M/orld. "Fwere ro be 
with'd, thou woud'ſt favour the Living, 
with a. Feurngl of thy Travel; . and Obſerve- 
#0xs among, the Dead. Lat 3 of $5 
tence, wou'd afford Marter of ous 
to Mortals, that axe always greedy - of 
reign News. Perhaps if thou woud'tt com» 
gmunicate the Remarks thou haſt made dv« 
ring. that Ramble of thy Souk we _ 
our ſome Methad' of Correſpandence 
_ Onur Whrld, _ that _y Spate. 
e contrive a Way to Difpatobes 
to our Friends, and to =. 5 their Anſwers 
again. Or, ar leaſt we might make ſome 
_— Diſcoveries, in that Empire of Sha» 
s, » Be F 
*\. Bux tell me feriouſly, doſt thou think rhar it 
was 'any more than a Traence'or Dream that 
has happen'd-ro thee 2. Such as frequently falls 
our in Molancholy Conſtirutions ? I once 1n» 
formed Cars Hai the Phyſician, of. ſuch an 
Accident as this not far from Paris. It was of 
a Man that had kin Five and Thirty Hours 
as Dead, in all Humane Appearance, and fo 
piven aver by the Phyſicians : Yer afcer that 
jod, he recoverd his Senſes again, and 
M 4 rold 


rold mis fre to. thoſe that were about 
Se, blit 'the'$hyjnbers of 

= Soul ; and "Deach ir ſelf is bur a deeper 
Sleep, when it ape, rhe Diſſolution of the 
Bod. Doubileſs Men awake again in ſome 
_ F- mag State. For, as a Flame of Fire 
is Equally diſpos'd to embody it felf in'"the 
Far of Fleſh or Fiſh, --in Oyl, Wax, Sulphur, 
or any I "Vehicle:;-and as ſoon as it -is 
ext ws op. will, readily tranſlate ir 
ro-2all the Reſt, - if rhey be 

re. "ef its Avery (as af Wes 

= | catr>, | m__, So" is: the $ _ or 
Flame of Life, _— $ 1n-.a. Poſture of :Trarf- 
ation. . For ved t we know, he that is a 
Kzng This Hour, may be aiPeacock the. Next, 
dad within a. Few, Days: be' fery'd up''ar his 


Succeſſor's Table, as wRozal-Diſh. 3: - +: bot 


Bur not to infiſt rod-much on theſe Secrets, 
I will relate to thee a Paſſage, . nor unlike that 
thou haſt experiencd. 

It is Recorded in the Pitings of an Au. 
thenrick Pen, the. -Mariycript» of an [Ancient 
Arabian, That AP Raſhid, Empercwr of -.thh 
Raithful, had: niany;Famous- Phytcians abour 
him. . Among:thecReſt;; he' highly eftecntd 
Saleh Eb'n:Nabhalr, an” Indian, tot recovering 
one of his near Kinſmen, out of {ucha Condi- 
tion. as. I ſuppoſe thou haſt been-in, Thar 
Kinſman was very dear to the Emperour, who 
was fitting :at_a- Feaſt, : when' News; was 
brought-.him; that he-was deat]; -T he Enjpen 
rous extremely troubled to- hear ' this; burſt 
forth into» Tears, and causd the Table __ 
raken 
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raken away. Then Faafer En Tahya, one 
of his Confidents, immediately defired rhac 
Saleh the Indian Phyſician, * might vifit the 
Corps of his dead Relation. Who went aC- 
cordingly, and having felt his Pulſe, and 
confiderd him well, he returned to the Em- 
perour, and faid, Ceaſe ro mourn, my. Lord, 
Commander ef the Faithful ; for if this Man be 
dead, and I do nit reſtore him to life again, may 
I be divorced from all my Wives for ever. 

He had ſcarce made an End of ſaying this, 
when a ſecond Diſpatch came ro rhe Empe- 
rour fron thoſe who were abour his Kinſman, 
aſluring. him, Thar he was really departed 
this Life. mw 

Then AP Raſhid began to Curſe the Indians, 
and their Ignorance. Bur Saleh perfifted-in 
his Aferrion, crying our with ſome Vehemence, 
Be not Incredulous, O Emperour of the Faithful, 
nor ſuffer thy Kinſman to be buried, till I have 
been with him again ; for aſſuredly he 1s not dead. 
I will ſhew you ſomething that s admirable. Al 
Raſhid pacify'd with theſe Words, rook Saleh 
ors with him to viſit the ſuppos'd dead 

etlon. | 

As ſoon as they came into his Chamber, 
the Indian took a Needle, and thruſt .iz be- 
tween the Nail and the Fleſh of his Lefc 
Thumb. Then the Entranc'd ſnatch'd up 
his Hand toward his Mouth. Ar which S4- 
leh cry'd our, Now- my Lord comfort your ſelf ;; 
for, dead Men uſe not to be ſenſible of Pain.. At ' 
rer this, he blew up a Powder into his Noe. 
Upon. which, in a few Minutes the Patient 

M5 inccz'd ; 
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d ; and fitting upright-in his Bed, ſpoke . | 
to Al Raſhid, k allo his Hand. The | 
Emperor aking 0 thu he found himſelf ; 
he replied, Benef4for of Mankind, I have been 
in the ſweeteſt Sleep that ever I remember 
Fell on me in my Life. Only I dream'd, that 
4 Dog came and bit me by my Left Thumb, the 
Pain of which wakd me. With that, he 
ſhe'd hitn the Matk of the Needle, and the 
Blood : ©Adding, Surely it was no Dream, but 
a Truth, for 1 feel it yet, The Emperour was 
extreamly pleas'd with his Indian Phyſician, 
and did him great Honour. His Kinſman 
alſo, whole Natne was Ibrahim, liv'd 
tany Yeats" aftet this, and was made Gc- 
vernour of Egypt, where he dy'd and was 
buried. 

The*Eiftern Phyſicians have been famous in 
all Apes, and are"how nuich in efteem among 
the Franks, who additt themſelves to ftudy 
the Sciences. Here arc ſome very learned 
Phyſit:ans in theſe Parts, and not a few ig- 
norant ofies, Who ſerve as Foils, to ſet off the 
Luſtre and Fare of the others. Every Pro«. 
vince ahd Ciry in Fratce ſwattns With 'em ; 
and they all find Employment either to Kill or 
Cure. The Nazarexes live vety intempe- 
rately, aftid fall inro abundance of Diſcales, 
whereof rhe Exſt is wholly ignorant : There- 
fore it is neceffary for 'em to be well ftock'd 
with Phyſicians. Yet "twas Satyricaly ob- 
ferved by a certairr French Lord, That in a 
Town fiot far from his Palace, the Inhabi- 
rants wete all healthy long-liv'd Men, till a 
cettain 


Vol.V, «$94 PARIS. 251 


certain Emperick, came and took up his Refi- 
dence there : For then they began to ficken and 
_ die apace. Bur this may be an Invidious Re- 
mark. The Arabian Prophet ſays, No Man is 
a good Phyſician, but be that is born "are 
Meaning, that ſome are Naturally diſpoſed 
and fitred to this Science. Indeed, I have 
known Admirable Cures perform'd þy Men, 
who never ſtudied-in the Academies, or could 
anſwer Three Queſtions in Anatomy, Nay, 
ſome Women have a Gift of this Narure, 
and are very, Forrunate ia their Practices. Bur, 
when all is done, the Beaſts are molt bappy» 
who are all their own Phyſicians by Inſtintt. 
- Melec, I wiſh thee ſuch a Nate of Health, 
as needs no Medicines. Buz if it be thy Miſ- 
forrune to fall into Parmenjdes his: Indiſpoſi- 
tion, I counſel thee ro make ufe of the Ad- 
vice given him by a Philoſopher; who, when 
Parmenides complain'd of a [Pain in his $t0- 
mach, and ask'd his Advice, he bid hipa uſe 
ſuch and ſuch Confeftions and EleQuariess The 
ather.reply'd, He had made Tryal of them all, 
and. many more, yet found n» Eqſe.. Then ſaid 
the, Pluloſopher , Thirn Poet, for they Generally 
have good St gmnachy. 


Paris, 9th of the 9th Moon, - 
of the Jeer 1.657, | 


LETTER 


252 Lures Wiitly  VolV. 


. 4 wh 
01 + F 


LETTER * XIX. 
| To the Kaimacham. 


Onriers upon Conriers, are 'come ro this 
City with rhe Joyful News that Monr- 
melt is nder'd to the French. For which, 
the whole Body of the Parliament, and City 
of Paris, the Chancelleur of the Kingdem, with 
Cardinal - Antonio Barbarini; and all the Ec- 
cleſiaſticks, went ro the Grand Moſch or Temple 
where Te Deum was ſung this Afternoon, 
with a- Pompous Solemnity. And now whillt 
I am writing, there is ſuch a confus'd Noiſe 
of Great Guns, Ringing of Bells, and Shouts 
of People, That one wou'd think it were 
eno.gh ro wake the very Dead, and make 
them ſtart from their Graves, to enquire what's 
the Marrter. 
» The. Truth of ir is, this Place is counted 
one of the ſtrongeſt in Ewurope ; and. the Inha- 
bitants' were not inſenfible of. it, "when they 
made their Conditions of Honour with \the 
Neg. And therefore we need not wonder at 
the Exceflive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were deliver'd ro the King 
by the Deputies of the Town, one-of them 
in the Name of the reſt, made this following 
Addrels. 

* Sire, We ſhould have had juſt Reaſon to 
© complain oft .Fcrtune, and acquie our 1clves 
"of Cowardiſe, if we had ſurrender'd this 
+ Impreg- 
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* Impregnable Forrrefs, tro the Arms' of a 
* Prince. leſs Glorious and Puiſfant than your 
* Majeſty: Since our very Walls are of fuf- 
* ficient Strength ro defend us, without ta- 
* king up Arms, againſt a Power inferiour 
*ro yours. Bur, in regard it is the 7/1! of 
* Heaven, that we mult change our Maſter, 
* We rejoyce to fall into the Hands of ſo In- 


. © yvincible and Generons a Monarch. And 


* we hope, Sire, that your Majeſty will ſhew 
* us the more Favour, for having usd our 
* Urmoſt Efforts to conſerve an Inviolare Fi. 
* deliry ro the Catholick King, who bur Ye- 
* ſterday was our M-//er. | 

This was, {pol:eri' with ſo graceful an A- 
Ction, and ſuch a becoming Franknefs, that 
the King being ' mightily pleas'd with them, 
made them this Anſwer, 

* Yes, I ſhall always remember, that your 


*«' Conftancy deſerves my Efeem. © And now 


* confidering you as tny SubjeRs, I will be- 
*ſow ſuch Privileges on this City, . as ſhall 
* oblige you -ro manifeſt no leſs Courage and 
«* Zeal for my Seryice, than you have done 
*for' the Catbolick King. Bac nano, arty 
ro evidence thar he has equal Senti- 
ments of Gratitade and. Eſteem for his Off- 


cers, by whoſe Courage and Condudt this Im- 


portant Place_is corfie under” his Obetlience ; 
the King has d the Government of it on 
the Lieutenant Gene/al of His Atnies,” who 
was: preſent ar the Siege." *atid was' ſhot in Se- 
yen*Places'of his Body. They call. him, rhe 
Margitiz of Vandi, © He has fignalizd his _n 
Ws our 
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lour in Sixteen Siefes and , Bartels, being 
oath boy over with Scars, the Glorious Cha- 

icks of an Indefatigable and Fortunate 
Hero. 

It is fit the Divan ſhou'd be inform'd 
of all ſuch Paſſages: Nor -ro inſtruct them 
what. to do in the Iike Caſes (for rhey are 
perfectly Wiſe) bur _ that theſe Examples 


may be Regiſter'd, as Spurs ro Virtue and 


(95. yr of Spirir. For, ut cannot be 
'd, thar the Emperour of True Believers 
come ſhort of theſe Infidel Kings, in 
aill came his Faithful and Undaunted 
Slaves. 

Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre has allo had 
his Share in the Carefſes and Acknowledg- 
ments of rhe King and the whole Court. 

This Succeſs has given a great Damp to the 
Spaniards, who begin ro reare as faſt as they 
can from the Neighbourhood of the French Ar- 


mies, On the other Kides, theſe are full of. 
Vigour and brisk Refolurions ; reſolving nor, 


to.end rhe Campaign, without ſome farther 
rp in Reyes. | 

ey creep by into the yery. Heart 
che bart irons Nce, which 5 everlike =p B the 

e of War, as the of $ 

has Bb lefr Thy It. TE very "Es 
Country, , .abounding in. all rhe Jefirable Pro- 
ringed Lott Nature. Ang che People are ve- 
oy: 1qus, tÞ learn and improve what» 
lo8ver Froeg ble..in Tg Bo t ike Unkap: 
pineſs les in 
proxeCt ; ves Tr "abi Ek Tabor of 


One 
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one or other of the Neighbouring Crowns. 
Yo that whenever thoſe Sovereigns fall out, 
theſe poor People are miſerably oppreſsd with 
Armies ; and 1n this Caſe, their Friends mas» 
ny Times give them as much Trouble as their 
Encmies. Nay, 'tis difficult ro determine, 
which are their Enemies, and which their 
Friends. For, ro whatloever Malier they 
are ſubject, he dreins their Coffers of Money 
by Taxes and Contriburions ; bckdes the in- 
rolerable Vexation of Quartering unruly Sol- 
dicrs, who commit a thouland Infolences un” 


puniſh'd, 
Poland is Mr. ths Time in as bad a Conditi- 
On, + LW CCL bu A 711dCS Of Sweden, Auſtria, 


Brandenburgh, Teo y, 1ranſylovania, and the 
Forces of King Camry. 

1! Sor. of tlie deceas'd Emperour has 
ſent © great Army ro the Aid of that unfor- 
runare Monarch ; and 'ris confirmed . on all 
Hands, that they have laid Slege to Cracow, 
Whilſt his En:aſſador is Negotiating with 
the Elettor of Brandenburgh, to draw him. off 
from the Swedi/þ Intereit. 'This is. like wp 

tove a FYYar of long Continuance, xf the 
lague do not make Peace 3 which rages: in 
thoſe Parts, and deſtroys many Thouſands 
more than the Sword or Gun. The Megſros 
Wo ove | Conga wh this Diſt pe 
love theſe two Years, the Grand, Dukg bein 
forced te fly with his Army, like Vagabonts, 
before this Incxerable Conqueraur, , which 
gives no Quarter, | t21's 


SL 
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In the mean Time, I hear ill News from 
Candia, where they \ay, the Muſſu/m.ns have 
in a late Artempr on that City, loft above 
Four thouſand Men, with Thirry four En- 
fgns, and a conſiderable Treature. Theſe 
Infidels have allo raken- and deſtroyed this 
Summer above Thirty Ships of Barbary, and 
as many more of Conſtantinople, Smyrna, A- 
leppo, Scanderoon, &c. On Board of one of 
which, they ſeiz'd the Yearly Revenue which 
comes to the Grand Signior from Scanderoon : 
And our of anorher they have taken the Re- 
venue of Rhodes, kill'd a Thouſand True Bre 
lievers, took half thar Number Caprives, and 
releas'd Abundance of Chrs/tian Slaves. In a 
Word, they have taken our of the ſeveral 
Veſſels which fell intro their Hands, an Im- 
menſe Treaſure of Silver, Gold, and Precious 
Srones. 

Theſe continual Succeſſes of the Nazarenes, 
wou'd rempr one to think, -that this M/ar was 
unjuſtly commenc'd by Sulran Ibrahim, and 
therefore unhappily carried on by his glorious 
Succeflor, Sultan Mahomer, Pardon rhe Effect 
of Melancholy, Benign Miniſter, if it be a 
Crime to think, thar rhe Creator of Al Things 
is angry with thoſe who Violare their Solemn 
Word and Oath. Thou know'ſt rhe whole 
Story of this War, and the firſt Occaſions of 
it. fay-ng more. pn 
© They have a Proverb here in the- ſt, That 
the Poice of the: People r the Voice of Ged. 
And though I approve nor the Practice of 
thoſe who make uſe of this Popular Aphc- 
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riſm to foment Seditions in a State ; yer I can- 
not bur own, 'there-is a grear deal of Reaſon 
in it, -and it may be verifid in, the preſent 
Circumſtances of Conſtantinople. 

Thou obſerveit, that the Souldiers are Mu- 
tinous, and unwilling to ſerve any longer in 
this Unfortunate War. Thou findeſt the 
Merchants, and in General, all forts of Peo- 
ple diſcontented and Factious. The Avenues 
ro that SarFuary of -the World, are block'd up 
by "the Venetians ;- ſo that neither Corn nor 
other neceflary-Provifions can.be brought in, 
to ſupply the Wants of ſo many. Hundred 
Thouſands of People. In a Word, . thou ſeett 
the publick Calamuties have made them al- 
moſt deſperate ; rhey: care not what they do. 
Peace with-the Chriſtiens, is the Word-every 
where ; or elſe-each Impertinent-Mechanick, 
will -preſage Ruin. to: the 'Ofrromen Empare«' - | 
May God inſpire:thee and-rhe-othes Mir» 


| fters of the: Divan,; in this Ca/enture-of rhe 


State, to apply ſuck Remedies, as thay. pre: 
vent the Inconveniences of a, Domeſtiok, War, 
which is always, amore. faral, to;.a Governihent, 
than'ai Foreigdnvalion.. - + anon vt 
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To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew at 
hs Vrenga. 

OW : thou giveſt me ſome Solid Hopes 

of a Convert. - Thy Letter _ raisd 
my Expectation, fince ' 'tis' not nd. in a 
Style fult of Seruples and infigni De Dodkn 
which wou'd be endleſs: Nor yet does n fa- 
vour of .H f nad Didanolarion, as if 
thou i only tro mock me and my Faith, 
and /ftill continne thy fe an Defidet. Bur it 
2bounds with very faw Conceffions, Arcicles 
of Reaſon 2nd Flononr on thy Side 5 Only ex- 
ng from me, a True and Authentick Ac- 
count of our Holy Prophet's Life, and of the 
Miracles which can be produc'd in Confirma- 
tion of his Prophetzck, Office. Thou wou'dRt 


your ver to the World, as the undoubt- 
Oracle of Heaven. - 21 21724 

I proteſt, rhere is no Fault xo be-found in 
this nn: For it is bur Reaſon, that he 
who affumes the CharaFer of a Prophet , 
ſhou'd be diſtinguiſh'd from Impoſtors by 
fome Evident Signs and Wonders. Yet, 'tis 
needleſs ro make an exact Parallel, - becauſe 


the Occaſions of Moſes's Miracles were dif- 
ferent 
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ferent from thoſe of Mohammed, the Seal of rhe 
Prophets. Your Lawyiver had a Commiſſion 
_ Power given him ro work Miracles when 
he pleas'd : Whereas Ours declared, That he 
was not ſent to work Miracles, but to preach 
the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, rhe ReſirreRi 
on of the Dead, the Foys of Paradiſe, and the 
Torments of the: Damned. 

Yer, left the Unbelieving World ſhould 
doubr the Truth of his Msffez ; From his 
very Birth, his Life was graced with many 
Supernatural Favoars. His Morher bore him 
without the leaft Pain of Body or Mind: And 
as foon as he breath'd rhe Virat Arr, he ſpoke 
with an Andible Voice, faturing his Mother, 
and adding, I profeſs,. That there .s only one 
God, and that I am by Apoſtle. He was allo 
Crrcumcifed by Nature, coming into the 
World without his Prepuce. At the fame 
Honr, the Devils were forbid to aſcend above 
the Orb of rhe Myon : And Forr Voices were 
heard from the Four Corners of the Square 
Temple : The a ſaying , Proclaim, The 
Truth # riſen, and all Lyes ſhall return into 
Hel, The Second uttering, Now #s born an 
Apoſtle of your own Nation, and the Onnipotent 
is with him. The Words of the Third 
were, A Bock full of Illuſtrious Light s ſent to 
you from God. And the Fourth Voice was 
heard to fay, O Mahomet, we have ſent thee 
to be a' Prophet, Apoſtle, and Guide to the 
World. 

When he was about four Years old, accom- 
panying the Sons of his Nurſe into the Field, 

the 


Letters Writ by Vol.V. 
ld retir'd.into a Cave ar the 
of rhe Mqunrain Urie/ ro pray : When 
. Archangal- Gabriel appeared to him, and 
id, Bilmillabs rrabmans rrhimi,, &c. In the 
Name. of God, compaſſionate and merciful, O 
Cbild greatly beloved, I am ſent to diſplant from 
thy Heart the Root of Evil; for thy Ejaculations 
made the Gates LA: 6 fly open, ay 
ung Reſiened one. faid, The Wil! of thy Lor 
= 5 Won "4; Then the Arge! opened 
his Breaſt with'a Razor of Adamant, and-ta- 
king'our his Heart, -ſqueez'd from it the Black 
ns ion , which _ pan _ yo : 

1 bavi t the Chil t 1n his Place 
api he bleſſed him, and- retired to the I» 
fables. "% A 
From that Time. the Yong Favourite of 
Heaven. grew up and proſper'd in all Things, 
having the Smiles of God and Man. He was 
under the Tuition of his Uncle Abu-Taleb, 
who diſcerning the Marks of an Immenſe Soul 
in his Young Nephew, was more follicirous 
for his Welfare, than if he had been his Son. 
His Fortune being low in the World, he had 
no other Way to provide for his 1/uſtrious 
Charge, than by placing him as a Fafor to 
Chadijah, a Widow of the ſame Tribe with 
Mahomet, which was the Nobleſt among the 
Arabians. Beſides, ſhe was very Beauriful 
and Rich: And there wanted not Hopes, 
that in Time ſhe might become Mabomet's 
Wife. 
Thar which chiefly encourag'd them to this, 


was a Viſion of Chadijah, every where m__ 
. Q 
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of in thoſe Parts. For, ſhe had divulg'd ir 
her ſelf, long before Mahomer became her 
Servant, or his Uncle had any Thoughts of 
| thus diſpoſing of him. © The Sn ſeemed ro 
&« leave his Heaven and come down to ber 
« Houſe, from whence he diſperſed his Beams 
* through Arabia, A2ypt, Perſia, and in 
| * fine, through the whole Earth. - This Vi. 
ſion had made a deep Imprefiion on the Mind 
of Chadijah; and ſhe could nor - reſt, rill 
ſhe had told ir ro a cerrain Famous Sage in 
thoſe Parts, who hal great Skill in Aſtro- 
logy and other Myſtcrious Sciences, and was 
Celebrated for rhe Integriry of his Manners. 
As ſoon as he heard the Conrents of her Vi/ion, 
he ſaid, © In the Name of Ged,, O Widow, 
* enter into thy Bath, and prepare thy ſelf 
** with the Neceſſary Purifications ; for, thou 
* ſhalt ſhortly be married to the Greareft 
« Prophet in the World. And when ſhe 
asked rhe Aſtrologer, What was the Country, 
Tribe, and Name of her next Husband ? He 
rold her, He was an Arabian of Mecca, of the 
Tribe of the Corei's, and that ky Name was 
Mahomer. | | 
As yer, the Prophetich Widow kriew No- 
thing of the Nephew of Abw-Taleb: Bur; 
| thou may 'it imagine ſhe felr ftrange Paſſions; 
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When his Uncle afterwards recommended him 

I her Service; and {he knew, rhat” he was 
*the Man in whom the A/t+d/oger's Characte? 
was verified, -as to his Country, Tribe, and 

' Name. "For, 'Mabomes was the Son of 46- 
| ja, who deſcentled fronithe Bur my: 
YT = 


| 


whom | 
the Partner of Lc: Bed 2 With what a Grace 
and becoming Mode'ty, did he receive the 
hat Inftructions and Farzwel of his parting 
Uncle? However, ſhe conccat'd her Tran- 
ſports,. aud ſent her beloved Slave with a 
Careuan ato Syria, allowing him a noble Pex- 


fron. 
In that Journey, there happen'd ſamething 
very Remarkable in Honour of rhe Admnura- 


ble Young Man. For ar a certain Place on * 


the Road, as he waired.on the Captain of the 


Caravan ta Sy e of the Fews, no {oon- , 


er had: Mahuned fer his Foor over the Thre- 
ſhold -of the Synagogue, bur all, the Lamps 
therein were looſend from rheir Chains, and 
fell down on the Floor. All thoſe of thy 
Nation that were preſent, being aſtoniſhed at 
the Portentous Accident, fell at the Feet of 
the Rabbnes, deliring their Advice in this a- 
mazing Circumſtance, They having perfor- 
' med #he accuſtomed Ceremonies _ Expia- 
trons, anſwered, {t ws revealed in the Tradi- 
tions of the Senzors, that ' at what, Tine ſ0- 
eve# | an Arabian, cal'd Mabamer, ſhall be 
preſent at our Soleamitzes, God ſhall remave the 
Candlefticks out of: their Place., It s there- 
fore moſt certain, that ſuch a one s now among 
ut ; bes bam not ;eſcape eur Hands, leſt Reproach 
and Contemps cane 00 Urag, Jug bebo, 
wW 
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whilſt they were baſe 4n- ſearching for the 
Cauſe of this Prodigy, Two Angels conveyed 
Mabomet to Mecca, where he ſoon after mar- 
ried Chadyah. 

Ir were eafie ro recount many more Mzra- 
cles in the Life of the Prophet ; ſuch as thar 
of the Cloud over-ſhadowing him, the Eagle 

erching on his Head when he was afleep,' the 
Fees and Stones proclaiming him rhe Apo- 
ſtle of God. And, if we were to make Pa- 
rallels, I think the Stupendous Deſcent which 


. the Moon made, art the Prayer. of the Divine 


Meſſenger ; comes nor far ſhort of the Cele- 
brated Diſorder on Mount Sinas, when your 
Law was deliver'd 'by Moſes. 

If thou requireſt undoubred Feſtimonies 
for the Truth of this Miracle on Our Side, 
offer ſomerhing that' is Unqueftionable on 
thy Own. We both equally confide in the 
Different Records of our Nations, which were 

nd by Men as liable ro Temptations and 
Errors of all Sorts,” as thou and T, and all 
that believe whar \they 'wrire., © Therefore, 
unleſs thou canſt ſtart forme more Infatfible 
Authority, to prove the Erernal/and Univyer- 
{al'Qbligation of 'your Lew, *than 'T.can'to 
mhe Contrary, * thou lieft under a manifeſt 


Diſadvantage : Since I-profels-with aur Holy 
Prophet and dll the | Imans, '*chat- the "Al- 
oran contains Nothing *Rep 10 


Liw of Moſes ; bur is'only x more Pe 
and Complere 14a of the Divine WH : And 
'of Tax; lo Mabomer was the ©Apoſtte -of the 
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Sons. of Afmael, and he, Seal of all the: Prg- 


i ( 
* Uke thy,omn- Reaſon and rarber be of, no 
Religion, than in the Number of thoſe ra whom 
it ſhall. be {aid ar the Laſt. Day, Drink ye Vor- 
ſhippers of Ozair, -and be damn'd far ever. 


Paris, 1oth of the gth Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 


LETTER XXL. 
To Dichey Huſſcin, Baſla. 


FJ Here has been a mighty Quarrcl.; of late 
.* ,berween the . French and, Spaniſh.Embaſ- 
ſadors at the Hague, about. Precedency,, The 
Occaſion. was this... One Eyeniag the French 
Embaſſador 'was riding. in a Coach, in a. Place 
where the Spaniſh, Embaſſador mer him in an- 
orhep, Coach ; and both, ttriving tor the Up- 
per, Hand, ..they, mer wizh- their Horſes Heads 
ane again(t. another, and-ſo ftood ttill. ; There 
was preſeptly;a. Tumulr.. of, People gathered 
Abyur, them; And we Freneb being mot! re- 
ogg - many, Gentlemen came in .to.. his 
vide, with Swords and. Piſtols; and all 
Things ſeemed to; porzend. f Combat. -Bug, 
the Magiſtrates having Norice- of this Dj- 
ſturbance, . ſcar {ame . of he. Guards to keep 
the Peace, and deignd the Embaſador from 
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any Atrempts of the Rabble. In the mean 
while ſeveral Great Lords walked to and fro 
berween the Embaſſadors, propoting Expe- 
dients of Accomodation: Bur it bcing ar the 
very Juncure when the French . Embaſſador 
had received the News of the Surrender of 
Montmedi, he would nor in the leaſt yicld ro 
any Terms. So that ar laſt the Spaniard was 
forced ro drive out of the way, thinking it a 
Matter of ſufficient Triumph, Thar he had 
ſtopp'd rhe French Embaſſador (o long. 

here is a Poſt come in from Denmark, 
who brings News of the Toral Deſtruction of 
Itzchow by Fire. This was .a Town belong- 
ing to rhe Danes, and was fir'd by the King 
of Sweden's Order. The Danes are very Un- 
fortunate of late Years ; rhey make no Figure 
in Exrope, There is a Period ſet ro the Gran- 
deur of every Kingdom and State, and the 
Danes were once very Victorious and For- 
midable ; but now their Monarchy declines a> 
pace, to make Way for the Riſing Luſtre of 
the Snedes. 

By Sea the Dunkirkers make a great Noiſe : 
They haye lately raken from rhe French, 
Twenty Merchant Veſſels, and from the 
Enzliſh near half thar Number. Bur, if they 
have not þberrer Forrune than their Neigh- 
bours, the French will rake their Ciry from 
them e'er long. Every Campagne makes a fait 
Advance toward it, I ſent an Account al- 
ready to the Kaimacham of the Surrender 
of- Montmed;,- one of the moit Important 
Places in Chriſtendom, New, L acquaint thee, 
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that Sr. Venant, which has nor ſo great a Cha. 
racer, yer Conſiderable enough, has yielded 
upon Articles, This was done on the 28th. 
of the laſt Mcon. Ar this Rate, the French 
Prieſts will have little elſe ro do, bur to fing 
Te Deum, for their repeared Succeſſes and Vi- 


- tories. 


From Portugal we hear, that that Court 
ro ſecure themlelves the better againſt rhe Spa- 
niards, have ſent ro implore the Afiſtance of 
Morocco and Fez : Which is much cenſur'd 
among the Nazarenes. Others ſay, they are 
only Meſſengers, gone to buy up all the Horſes 
_ can get in that Country. 

the mean While, the King of France 
1s taking all the Polztick Meaſures he can, for 
the Empire of the eſt. His Embaſſadors in 
Germany appear with a nificent Train of 
Three Hundred Men, and they ftyle theit 
Maſter, His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, King of 
France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in Get- 
many and Traly ; Which laſt, is look'd upon 
as a Fair Step to the Title of Emperonr. 

The Caunſels of the German Court are not 
a. little diſturb'd, .to hear that our I-vincible 


Forces are approaching roward' the Confints 


of Hungary, It will pur ſome Stop ro the 
dehign'd Ele&ion. Beſides, they cannot agree 
among themſelves about a Succeſſor. | 
The Lucen Chriſtina of Sueden, is come 
back again into this Kingdom, being frighted 
gut of. [zaly a Second Time, by the Return of 
he Plague. ,.. Te 
There is a War commenc'd —_— 
ity 
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Ciry of Munſter and rhe Biſhop of thar Place : 
So that he has laid a Formal Siege to it, and” 
preſſes them very cloſe. 

All this 'is: of no fuch Inpartance, as the 
News - that- I receive from - Conſtantinople ; 


. which affures me, that the Mrſſulmars have 


retaken the I/es of Tenedos and Lemnos, though 
with ſome Loſs of Men. - 

I with they cou'd as ealaly drive the Venets- 
ans our of rhe Archipelago, and then rhe Impe- 
rial Ciry would have no longer Reaſan to 
complain for Want of Bread, 


Paris, 1orh of the gth Moon, 
of the Tear 1657, © 


LETTER XXIF. 
To Dgae Oglou. | 


| _ angry = Matter, w_ moſt of 

-my Friends: are of late grown e 16 
me, They wrire bur- ſeldom, and chon? rheir 
Eetrers art fall of Reſerves, as if they fuſpet- 
ed my Tntepgriry : Or, that becauſe I am com- 
manded" to inform the Divan of all Criminal 
PraCtices, therefore they are afraid ro commu- 
niczre their Sentiments with the ſame Free- 
dom - as formerly ; tho' on Themes no Ways 
belonging to the State, bur parely Specule. 
toe, and — of all _ 
ds ' 2 {1 @ 
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fble Mens; Are you become more moroſe and 
+ eeaGng, .than you were twenty 
ears In 


thoſe” Days ;- I remember 
it was ch nlſ the Publ e-Hans, 
for Muſſulmens, Greeks, Curds: Franks, 
or-Men: of any other Religion, ro meet-roge- 
ther and vent their Thonghts with Liberry : 
No Man being willing to be ftigmariz'd with 
the Character of a Clown, for raking Offence 
at another's Faith, though different from his 
Own. E497 
It was then eſfeem'd a: Point of Gallantry, 
ro favour the Chriſtians of all SeAs, and ler 
them Talk and Act as they pleas'd, provided 
they blaſphem'd not God, or his Prophets. 
And they themſelves would have Condemn'd 
any of their own Party, who ſhould have 
been guilty of ſuch an Immorality and At- 
front to the Eſtabliſhed Religion of the Muſ- 
ſulmans, and the General Senſe of Man- 
kind. 


Bur why then is the ſame Liberty retrench- 


ed now, and that among Mruſſulmans who 
are intimate Friends ? Is it not now: as law- 
ful tor us ro converſe with one another by Let- 
ter or any other way,- as it was then to enter 
inro Dialogues - with Infidels ?\' F would not 
encourage or imitate the. Bold, and Prophane 
Etiorts of their Wit who deny the Being of a 
God, or utter Blaſphemies againſt his Mel- 
ſenger : The whole Univer/e -is an irrefraga- 
ble Teſtimony of an Eternal and: Omnipotenit 
Nature : And the Alcoran,; is. as evident 
Proof, of the Sanctiry and mgiſpenſible Com- 


miſſion 
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miſſion of our Holy Lag Bur I hope 'tis 
ho Crime to enter into Speculartions of Things 
table ro Controverſie: At leaſt I'will ven- 
ture ro' diſcloſe ro thee- my- Thoughts, who 
art the moſt agreeable of all my Friends. I tell 
thee, my dear Gnet, it appears-ro- me Ridi- 
culous, and like the Quarrels of Children, for 
Mnuſſulmans to- wrangle abour mere Tritles - 
in Religion, and that the Reſign'd to God ſhou'd 
be Zealous for- rhe Homies of Men. One 
Parry believes the Alcoran is Eternal ; Ano» 
ther fays 'tis Created, In my Opinion, they 
are both--abſurd Aferrions. The Firft, be- 
cauſe then'-it will follow, Thar there are more 
Eternals than One, which is a fair Step to Pc- 
Iytheiſm and Idolatry: The Second is only an 
mpfopriaty- of Speech ;- For we do not uſu- 
ally yu arly VFitmmp, that'it is Created, bur 
Pend. *! 1% 9 . 


I can eafily believe-the manifold Deſcents of 
Gabriel from Heaven; when he brought. down 
the -Frmdred and \Folr Sheets of Science . and 
Faith, | Bur whether - Adam-had only Ten of” 
theſp Sheets, of: One and Twenty, as ſome ſay; 
Or, *wherher his Sons Seth had bur Twenty Nine 
of rhe; of Fifdy,” according ro-others ; is not 
material, according to my Faith. Ir is potlible 
Edit had nomore nor -lefs than Thirty, and 
Abra'am -oar Father jait Ten' of theſe Divine 
Manuſcripts. Of this we are ſure, Thar the 
Volume 'of the Law was ſent to Moſes, the 
Pſalms to David, the Goſpel to Feſiis the Son of 
Mary, andthe mighty Alcoran to Mabomet the 
Seal of. rhe- Prophets. 

| X N 3 Ir 


enjoy ; Fangy. '? i Ho 136 

Burt 1 cannot be. {o indifferent, when I hear 
Men tell me, That God has a'Body like Ours, 
with Eyes, Ears, Noſe; Hands, Toogpe, 
and all other Members and Organs of Lite, 


44 | 
oy 
of 
ir wo others With great Aflurance.. What. 1s * | 


the Vain Preſumpton of Men,, who. repre» | 
ſenred the Incomprebenſible” Divinity, under 
_ Common #ofible Figure of Men or 
Beaſts. - a? uw IQ DE 15185 
If we muſt affign a Body 10-God, it wayld 
ſeem more Rational to adhere to their Opt- 
nion among the Sepbatim, who ſay, his Body 
is Infinice, Uncircamſerrv'd, and all 
Form. Neither is: is of any Import, that the 
WW:ftern Phileſephers aflert, . Jr. 15:96 the Aþ 
ſence of all Bodies to be C ircungſcrib'd and Fr 


nite; 
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nite: Since, though this may be readily grant» 
ed rrue of Particular Bodies, yer muſt it ever 
be deny'd of the Immenſe and Univerſal By 
our of which rhe . arld is Form'd :, Unleſs 
they . will allow an Unlimired and. Intermy- 
nate Unbody'd Space, - which is more Unin- 
relligible and Abſurd. Doubtleſs,. if the E- 
ternal Mind has a Body, *tis Expanded Wide 
as the Endleſs her, and Equally Preſent 
in. all Places: Neither can this Body be any 
more Circumſcrib'd, Confin'd, or ſhut up in any 
Place, than the Light of the Sun can be Re 
ſtrain'd within a Room, or Separated from its 
Source by the drawing of a Curtain. For all 
the - World is Pervious to this Infinite - Body, 
which is alrogether Indiv:/ible into Paxts, even 
as hey which we call "Lap a Word, we 
maſt conceive it to be ſimple. and.uncoppounded, 
the Fineſt and Fin ff Mareer of the Unzzexſe. | 
Bur it thou wilt.have my. Opinion, all this 
is Infinizely too low. and narrow an Idea of 
that Eternal and moſt Exalted Eſſence, that 
Tntelleual Beauty , which no Mortal Eye 
has ſeen, no Tongue .or Pen can deſcribe ; 
the ſmalleſt Glimpſe of whoſe Ineffable Ma- 
jeſt, falling on the Thoughts of Holy, Mes 
and Prophets , ſnatches away. their Souls. in 
Sacred Paſſions and Divine ics, whalſt 
their Bodies are in the Cuſtody of the Anget 
of Death. Ar ſuch Times they are carryd u 
through the Seven Heavens , - {di ab 
their M/anders, and the Popes Sea which di- 
vides the Firſ# Heaven from the Setond, 
They paſs by the @rbz where Fire, Hail, 


4 Snow 


' © Snow and Thunder pard and kept as 


are prepar” 
inſt the Day of Calami- 
——_ | ed by. the Spirits of Ven- 
geance, .who are creared ro puniſh ' Infidels. 
Then they aſcend to the Fourth Heaven, where 
dwell mnumerable Armies of Holy Ones. 
Next to the Fifth, where are the Angels of 
Interceſſion. Then to the Sixth, which is the 
e of Archangels, the Internuncio's or 
Meſſengers of the Eternal Majeſty. And laſt 
of all, they are introduced into the Preſence 
'of the moſt Sublime Potentates and Principa- 
fities, who wait before the Receſs of the Crea- 
for, in the Heavens above all Heavens, whoſe 
Height tranſcends the Power of Created In- 
zelles ro meaſure. 

O Dgner, when I have ſaid allI can, 'ris 
nothing to the Purpoſe. For no Words nor 
s 4 ts can reach that Infinite above all 
Infinity. © Nothing bur Pure Unbodied Mind;, 
can have Acceſs ro the Skirts and Borders of 
that Endleſs Region of Light. 

Therefore ler ck not {trerch 7 S. rn ne 

inations, nor ily pry into thoſe Secrets, 
hich for ever fly mu Ay Founten Thought : 
Bur keeping' our ſelves within the Bounds of 
Reaſon - Sobriery, let us Adore God and 
believe his Prophet, Obey the 'Law of Clean- 
neſs and Puriry, withour Injuring Man or 
Beaſt ; And thar's the Way, it there be any, 
ro aſcend ro the Viſion nd Emoyment 'of tha 
Happineſs, which art preſent is hid from us. - 


Paris, $th. of the 1 1th, Moon, | | 
of the Tear 1657, LET- 
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To the Aga of the Janizaries. 


J Receiv'd the D;/patch coming from Valorous 
Hands, an Expreſs perfumd with Neg 
fultof honorable Words, and extitbiring a'Com- 
mand'worthy-of an Orreman General. May-the 
Angel of Fortsrude condudt thee in all thy Expe- 
ditsons againft Infidels, Rebels, and Heretichs. 
Thy Conceptions of the Preſent State of Eu- 
rope are very proper and lively.. Yer, in ſome 
Things, "tis 'poflible thou haſt been mifinfor- 
med. The Atairs. of I:aly are inconfiderable, 
when cornpar'd with the more important Wars 
of the Nort/.'- Thar Quarter is at preſent the 
Theatre of the moſt remarkable Actions. Yer 
the Campaghes in” Flanders this Year, have. 
made fome Noiſe in the World. 
- But; all: the Diſcourſe ar preſent is; of the 
Fatnous Siege and Taking of' Fred#ricks-Ode 
by the Swedes This is- a Fortreſs belonging 
ro rhe King of Derumark,' and eſteem'd one of 
the "firongeft in Europe. --Yet' it was taken. 
by Storin : 'Wherein the Danes loſt Ninety: 
three principal Officers, and /abogr Three 
thouſarid ” Common': Soldiers ; Thirty | three 
Colours ; Sevetity even Grear Guns ' of 
ten and*, Braſs:; Three handred and eigh- 
ty- two Barrels of Powder ; Forry thouſand 
Muſquer-Bullers 3 Six hundred  Granado's; 
Three thouſand Pikes ; ' - and+ T'wo thou-: 
200 N 5 land 
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ſand rwo Hundred Suirs of Armovr. 

This ViRtory makes the Twedes apyear Ter- 
rible ro their Enemies ; and they are look'd 
upon as the. only Flouriſhing Nation in the 
Nerth, as France 15 in the Het. Yer, to ſhew 
that there's no unmix'd Happineſs here below, 
their Intereſt has been -much lefſen's by the {| 
Deſertion of.,the Brandenburghers,, who now 
ſeem-to favourizhe Cauſe of King Ce/amzr. 
| /Thar Monarch had an Interview lately with 
the El/efor of Brandenburg, at a Place call'd 
Broombergb ; where they, embrac'd' one ano- 
ther, banquerted rogether, and-buried all. the | 
Memoirs of Enmity in generous Compotations : | 
For, this is the Way 'of the Nortbern Prinees.of 
Europe ; 'who hve in fo cold a Climate, that 
Notbing jels than. a-Debauch with. Wine can 
thaw their Frozen Souls, and melt 'em into an 
Obtiging Humour. fi: 

As for the State of England, I perceive than 
know'ſt the CharaRer of Qlier, the new Se+ 
vereign of that Commonwea/th, Yeti} can an- 
form thee, that he-begips 16 change bis Teny 
per. There are Perſons in this Court, who 
give conſtant Intelligence ro 'the . Kynp : of 
France, of all his Secrexs. And, . as the -Exild& 
Kjng of Scots coud not wtf a Candle in aPals 
fon, but that Uſfarper bad Kiowledge of it; fo 
neither can Oliver have a;.Dreem, but foue 
ſpightful Mercury carsies the News into Fo+4 
reign Countries. His Slcep is interrupted wigk 
Feartul Vi/jens of Plots, and Treaſons againit 
his Lite ; which mzkes him. change his Bed, 
five or fox Times a-Night, They fay, he 1s 
Meta- 
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Metamorphos'd fronra Heroe, to a perfect Cow- 
ard. And, this is not the Re of the Multi. 
rude, who rake things upon T ruſt ; bur 'tis the 
Sport of the French Grandees, who wiſh well 
to the $92 of the late Murder'd m__- King. 

I mult be Irregular in my Method of Wri- 
ting, thar I may oblige thee with Mzlirary 
Remarks. A more particular Account of the 
Storm of Fredericks-Ode, is juſt come to my 
Hands, wherein we are affur'd, 'thar it was 
taken ar the Firſt Aſſault, which - much re-« 
dounds ro the Honour of General Franyle ; 
and that the Crown-Marſhal of Denmark , 
with many Senators and Grandees, fell Y} the 
Edge: of the Sword 5; And that Two Thou- 
ſand Captives were driven yok'd in Conples 
like- Beafts, as an Augmentation of the Con- 
queronr's Triumph. | 

Thou wilt not be difpleaſed ar the little 
Coherence and Order of theſe Memoirs, con- 
fiidering thar ir ſuits well enough with rhe 
Subject: For I write 4 /a Campagne, as the 
French ſay, and fo am oblig'd ro entertain thee 
with broker! Detzchments of News, from ſe- 
veral Parts, -as Occaſion offer.” '* © | 

The Spaniards are ſtark mad, for the Loſs of 
Mardike, which was taken by the and 
French in the gth. Moor, and all the Gacrifon' 
ſent Priſonery to Calais They ſwear; they 
will have this 'Imporant Place again, whar-. 
ever it coit 'em. The Prince &f Conde, lics 
dangerouſly fick of a Fever at Gaunt > Whiltt 
Don Fohn of Auſtria, labours under. a Malady 
of another Nature, being muG@ _—_—_— for 

ant 
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Want of Money to pay his Soldiers. This is 
look'd upon as a very bad Symptom, in a Gene- 
ral of an Army. 

The Great Ciry Cracow in Poland is ſurren- 
der'd by rhe Suedes to King Caſimir. That Mo- 
aarch begins to find a Turn of his Aﬀairs; and 
*tis thought, he will draw Half the Princes of 
Eurepe into a League againſt the King of Sueden. 

It will be of no great Importance for thee 
to know, that the Siege of Munſter is rais'd, 
and a Peace Concluded berween that City and 
their Biſhop : Yer *ris convenient, that this 
ſhou'd be related to the Minifters of rhe Divan, 
who are the Judges of all Human Events. Be- 
ſides, in one of my Letters, I mention rhis 

uarrel and Siege. 

lluſtrious Aga, I have obey'd rhy Com- 
mands, in ſending thee an AbſtraCt of all the 
molt Remarkable Tranſactions in Europe, du- 
ring the laſt Three or Four Moons. I wiſh 
*rwere as agreeable ro any of my Friends, to 
ſend me the News of our Armies and Navy. 

Bur I am more obligd ro Strangers 2nd In- 
fidels, for the Intelligence I have of the Orro- 
man Afairs, than to any of the True Believers. 

Brave Commander, may God preſerve thee 
from the Common Vices of a Soldiers Life, 
and make thee as Renowned as Caſſm Hal, 
who was ſent in 25 pirchd Bartels, re- 


ceived 48 Wounds, and yer lived to the 63d. 


Year of his Age... 


Paris, 275th. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1657, 
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LETTER L 


To Cara Hali,' Phyſician 20; the” 
Grand Signior. ©. 


OST of my Letters to the Grank 
decs of the Port; carry News:of, 
| Wars,” Sieges, and:Battles among: 


a w_ ->— > <4 > al _ 


the Chriſtians. Naw Til tell thee 
who. art my Friend, I'm at-#/ar with my 
ſell One Potent Paſſion rakes the Field a- 


gainſt another, Oppolite Armies of Aﬀe- 
tions 
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ions, are Embartel'd in my Breaſt - My 
Heafr is bleed up: "Here; ties Inrereſt En- 
wrenched;; There, Honour-difptays its Stan- 
dard. One Minute, Nature and Self-Preſfer- 
vatibn ufiake a Sally ; the nexx, they are bear 
= by:Generofity and Love. The Worſt 
oF it is; thart:theſe Contrary Factions in- the 
Soul, are fo blended rogether by a ſecrer Cor- 
reſpondence, that. it is almoſt impoſlible ro 
diſcern which is which. 

Would'ft rhou know whar the Meaning of 
this is? I'll tell thee in Brief; Im ina Gon- 
troverſie with my ſelf, whether I'd beſt ro die 
or live. 

Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if 'twere 
in any Man's Power to make this Choice ; 
{mce-according ro the Muſſutman Faith, we 
cannot halten or rerard the Moments decree'd 
by Fate. Afluredly, Predeſtination does not 
in the leaſt interfere with whar 1s called Man's 
Free Will. Every the molt Voluntary Afton 
of our Lives,. complics ' as.exaQtly with the 
Appointment of Eternal Deſtiny, as the Ac- 
cidental Fall of a Tyle. from a Houſe, or rhe 
more Regular and Conſtant Deſcent of Rain, 
Snow and Hail from the Clouds. And, for 
ought I know, we may as Properly call it 
the Free-Will of a River to run toward the 
Sea, as for a Man to purſue the Various Cur- 
rents of his own Reaſon or Appetire. For ſo 
a Fountain frequently divides it telf into wy 
Streams, before it falls imo the Ocean, whic 
is'-1ts Chxrer, And Mary himelf, notwich- 
ſtanding the boaſted Freedom of his 1/1, is 
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as truck confin'd to act according,to his Princi- 
\ . Prepoſſeſhons, Preſudices, Paſſiont , - and 
rot ; 6g 3 kk Revulets ons from 
the ſame Spring, are reſtrained each within 
the 'Banks of us proper Channel; 7 17! 
Bur not ro entertain thee with more Alte 
gorres 5; both thou and'1, and all Men, find 
our ſelyes violently. carried away: by certain 
Inclinations © - forcible, as no Power. of: our 
Hill is able 19 refit: Somerimes or 
Hare, Joy, Grief, and fo the ret of Huma 
Pafſons, are as. brwoluntary.as the: Motions of 
our Puiſe. And though in the moit Important 
Actions of our Lives, we generally form ſofne 
regular Deſign, as their Sedpe and Cenrer3 
Yer we do many Things.,wihour Retection, 
as Myſicians are {aid {omerimesto play..exs 
cellent Tunes, without: {0 much as tegarding 
or thinking what they are about. ' By: all 
which it is evident, that: our {#/\-has little-ro 
do in the Conduct of 'our- Lives, . -We; .hke 
all other. Creatures, ad according . to- certain 
Secret Impw(ſes of Nature, ;Ebe. very Tame Fe- 
cu/ty which we cath Iuffintt, mi, ther:Beajts,.18 
no ather-"than.. whay{ we: wee: Reafais, Af 
dom: Knowledge, Diſeretion; :and ; Firecaſt in 
out :Selveys,. Ang I think 118-06: So/eca/m.to tay, 
That'rhat-was a Prudent Dog, Who pexcet- 
ving-his:M-ſfitr making ready a Roperro bang 
ham, fly 11py away, and neyer: came: near 


him more. | E 


- Sutfer me to make yet-a farther Digreflion, 
and aſctibe it-x0 Fate... For Ina-'on a fndden 
ficangely-imerrupted in-my Thougtas, by: a 
als 


10k 
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moſt Farions Thhpeſt; A” Medley - of ' Hail, 
Rain,. Eightning-and” Thunder : And this laft, 
though nor overmoiſie-and load, yer: ir was 
the mo't ſingularly terrifying rhar ever I heard 
in my Life. There is'a ſorr of Thinder which 
they call the Drum, becaulc-it approaches near 
the Sound of rhar Warlike Inftrumenr, making 
a lively, fierce rambling in the Air, like the 
Bear of -an Alarm. There is* another more 
ſurprizing, like the Roaring of Cannons. Bur 
this had a Touch in ir, of the moſt harſh, af- 
frighrning -and Irregular Noiſes , - that: -ever 
ſhook rhe Melk:n. 
-1 T was poſſeſſed with a deep Melancholy, as 
foon as 1 heard the h---id GR becin, and 
ſaw the Air darken a-pace, with a more than 
ordinary Gloomineſs. Then I fel: ſome Rel:- 
giow Paſſions (truggling with my Reaſon. T 
was full of Fears, lelt God was angry with 
me” for my- -counterfeired 1.ite 'among the 
Chriſtians : And imagined no lefs, than that 
this Tempeſt was raiicd on purpoſe to'defiroy 
me ; and make me an Example to. all My/- 
fulmans, who dare deny rhe Holy Pyopher, to 
ferve the Intereſt of ''the Grand Sipnior, as 
much a Mortal” as themſelycs: Or, at leaft, 
L concluded- 1 ſhould rafte my - Share of rhe 
Wrath'of Heaven, ar this Cholerick Juncture, 
Nay, and all the Phil-/opby I could muſter ro- 
gerher ſerved bur ro raile my difinal Expedta- 
tions of the Fatal Blaſt. For I could: nor 
avoid: thinking, That a Wicked Man -is a 
Magnet , which Naturaly attracts -the Ven- 


geance of Heaven : And thay I being fuch-in- 
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the Higheſt Degree, could not fail of having 
my Sou! Corched up at Once to Nothing, or 
Metamorpheſed wo a Fury (which is Worle) 
by ſome Surprizing and Inevitable Flaſh. For, 
w paſs from this Life by Light'ning, Poyſon, 
& an Earthquake, are the only Deaths I 
ear. 

I fell on my Knees and Face, addrefi 
my ſelf ro God, with the moſt Humble an 
Fervent Devotion I was alſo capable of. I 
made- my Application alſo to his Prophets. I 
ſaid and did, all that I thought would pro- 
cure a Reſpire of the Puniſhment I fear'd. 
Ar length beiag tired and fick of roo much 
Prayer, I roſe and fate down chearfully ; re- 
membring I was a Muſſulmen, and reſigned 
rothe #71 of Deſtiny. Conſidering alſo, that 
I was an Arabian, of a Noble Stock ; 1reſolv'd, 
ifI muſt die, to prepare my ſelf with a Mode- 
ration worthy 'of my Blood ; | that fo I mi 
go to the Inviſibles, like the Grand-Son of an 
Emnr, rok She 
* Perhaps thou wilt -impute this to Vanity: 
Bur T efteem it a Point of Taftice, for'a Man 


to take Care, thar he may live and die like him- 


ſelf, *wichout degeneraring 'from'the Virtue of 


his Anceſtors, *or bringing a' Diſgrate on rhe 
Tribe C which he belongs: Por,” tho' God 
has Creared all Men of the fame Mould, yer 
he has diftinguiſh'd -One Family from Ano- 
ther, by more than Specifick CharaFers Im- 
_ on them 'in their Nativity: And has 

nnobled: forme Mortals with Peculiar Qualt- 
ries 
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ties and Innare Perfections, which Others are 
wholly Stra to, . So, there arc Others 
Remarkable for Hereditary Vaces.. 

Whether theſe things. a by on the. Blood, 
or an the Difiereat Cucumſtances of Set: bee 
fore they came into theſe Bodies, is a Queſti- 
on not ſoon refoly'd. Bur, this I'm ſure of, 


Thar I find in my ſelf both ſome Virtues and _ 


Vices,” which I could never yet diſcover ſo 
Odly blended together in any. other Mortal. 
I'm always C2mpagning on the Frontters of 
Goed and Evil. Yer my Paſſions are not-Mer- 
cenary : No Price can tempt me to Treaſon 
or Peridy. I am Maſter of a certain Faſt- 
neſs of Siri t, which no Human Charn is a- 
ble ro nk, My- Integrity cannot be 
warp d by Gold.” And 'ris for thisReawon, I a 
link vahue my ſelf. | Which makes me ſome- 
times inchn'd rather bravely ro ſally forth in- 
to the Unknown World, than in 0. Nv 
where I meer with Nothing bur 
and Diſeſteem from the Slaves of T1 or 
whoſe Sake I bear-the Fatigue of Life. Sure- 
ly, think 1, wherever, it be my Lot to go, af 
ter. my [Eſcape-from this Morte! State ; - the 
Tuco that Region Will be kind to me, for 
Sie of my ; —<-adiLe Truftineſ(s + For, 
have Imrigues as well as we; and conſe- 
tg \will be glad of Fairhful Agents. ' 
In a Word, fince all, my Zeal and Loyalry 
1$ thought not to merit any Reward: in this 
Fife [! ap try, Whether at leaſt I may 
8 Slervs i9:be a Ghiſt of Honour ; If thor 
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be any ſuch DilſtinCtions in that- FForld of 
Spirits. 


Paris, 27th of the 12th Moon, . 
of the Tear 1657. 


LETTER IL: 
To Muſtapha, Bafla. 


I Shall acquaing zhee with a late Tranſaction 
in this Kingdem, which I believe has bur 
few Examples. - 'Fhe Kgimacham bas already 
receiv'd. a- Diſpatch from .ing, wherein: I figs 
nified the-Rerurn of Chriſtiza," Queen, of Swe+ 
den, into Frence : This. Princeſs ugce her Ars 
rival at Fontainbleau, having. diſcovered: ſome 
ſecrer Treachery in one of foe Rerinue, who 
was an Italian Marqueſs, pronounc'd: a Fore 
mal Sentence af Death, on him : Which was 
accorgingly- Executed on- the roth Day. af 
the 1 ith, Meer, by ber own Officers, . ina Get4 
kery of her Palace, afrer he':had. beer ,warmn'd 
tr by her expreſs Order, and had a. Confel- 
for ſenr'ro him, -to' prepare hin for Another 
World. | | ts: od 
..” When this was done, ſhe immediately ſeat 
a Meſſenger io acquaint the French King with 
this Aftien, and the Reaſeus Which induCc'd her 
ro #t;:;590me of the Cuyrtiers/ar -farlt - pet» 
ſuadgd big, Thar the fycen's Proceeding. ith 
F: rren 
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ſole Arbiter of Life and Death within his owr 
Dominions. *Whereupon Monſieur de Cha- 
nut was ſent ro''Ex re with Cher. ] 
have formerly menrioned. this Perſon | in ſome 
of my Letters, when he was Embaſſador 
from this Crown to Qiicen Chriſtina, then 
Reigning in Swedey.... He is. a Gentleman of 
great Abilities; and for that Reaſon has been 
nr. 6Aw in the moſt difticult Nepotiations, 
with the States; of Holland and other Coun- 


fries. . 
Yer People Cenfure varionſly ; and the 
Caſe has been referred” ro the Doctors of the 
Civil Law, who pronounc'd this Sentence in her 
Favour, 'That being" an Independent Sovereign, 
and having" the King *of France's Permiſſion t6 
refide' in! this Realm, the Rights of Sovereignty 
cord not be deny'd her over her own Subjetts : 
Such- are to 'be eſteemed all that are u9 ber Ser- 
vice, and take Pay, except the Snbjetts of 
the State where ſh reſides.” Oo OO 
The ſwift Execution of this Dueens Sen- 
tence On ' her Servant, in part reſembles rhe 
Rigor-of our Eaſtern Fuſtice, which admits of 
no Delays irs puniſhing Crimmal Perſons, and 
removing Traytors out 'of the Way./  Net- 
ther is 1t to'be diverted by -any - Fears of 
After-Claps. And though theſe Weſtern Me- 
narchs generally pur no Man to Death with- 
out a Formal Proceſs at Law z yer ſomerimes 
they have leap'd over this Rule, and only 
given the Word 'of Command to: ſome of. 
rheir Officers, ad 'the Buſineſs was m__ + 
| | S 
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As in the Caſe of the Marſhal d Ancre, and 
the Duke of Guize ; the one falling by a Piſtol 
Buller, rhe other by the Stab of a Dagger ; 
and both in the King's own Palace, ſurround. 
ed with" their Servants and' Friends. And 
there was no other Way for the Crown of 
France to ſecure ir (elf from the Attempts of 
theſe dangerous Men, who were grown to 
ſuch a height, as ro Monarch 1t almoit as much 
as their Maſters. | 

" Mighty Baſſa, the Charms of Sovereignty 
are very (trong, creating Envy and Ambition 
in Subjes, and Jealouſie in Princes. Ir is not 
ſafe for an eminent Grandee ro appear roo Po+ 
pular. For he that is inveſted with a Diadem 
can never brook a Rival, or one whom he has 
Reaſon to ſuſpect for ſuch. 


Paris, 2d of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1658, 
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"LETTER Il. 
To Muſtapha, Barber Aga. 


HE Spaniards are all diſfoly'd in-Joy for 

the Birth of a Young Prince, hySes 
of that declining Monarchy. *"Tis faid, that 
the King his Father , appointed a ſolemn Fe- 
ftival throughout all his Dominions, command- 
ing his Subjects to celebrate it with the moſt 
exalred Demonſtrations of Toy. _ And on thar 
day, he himſelf wore the Ranſom of Kings 
in his Apparel ; the, very Diamonds and Pearls 
in his Hart, being valu'd at rhree Millions of 
Gold. . By which thou mayſt- guels ar the 
reſt. - 
He has alſo communicated, this joyful News 
ro all Chriſtian Princes and States, his Friends 
and Allies. And indeed, he has ſome Reaſon 
ro make a Noiſe of this good Fortune, being 
an old Man, and in all Mens Opinion not 
likely to have any more Children. 

His Ambaſſadors in Foreign Countries, eti« 
deavour to imitate their Prince in all manner 
of magniticent Triumphs. And particularly 
from Holland we have the following Account: 
That on a certain Day of this Moon of Fanu- 
&#ry, Don Stephano de Gamara, the Spani 
Ambaſſador at the Hague, caus'd Te Fl. - 
be ſang with excellent Voices and Muſick, 
whilſt tifry Pieces of Ordnance play'd continu- 
ally, Ar Night a Hundred and Fifry Pirch- 
Barrels 
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Barrels were lighted on ſeveral Scaffdlds in the 
Streers, and all the Windows in the Hague 
were Illuminated with PFaxz-Tapers. And 
theſe Words were ſeen flaming in an Artificial 
Fire-H/ork, for Two Hours together ; 


ParVe:, at Magne PhILlppe, 
Proſpere proGeDe, &- regna. 


I necd -not explain this Inſcription ro thee 
who art yers'd in the Renian Language 3 and 
wilt find, that all the Salt of thele Words lies 
in the + "x Letters pointing art the Year 
wherein this Young Prince was born. viz. 
MDCLVII except a little Pun upon his Name, 
which is Phslip Proſper. On each Side, ap- 

r'd the Arms of the Spaniſh King ; and Un- 
erneath, the Golden Fleece, ſo Arrificially 
contriv'd, that from it ſprung Fountains of 
divers Kinds of Wine, at which the Mulrti- 
rude drank liberally for ſome Hours: Whilſt 
many new-Coin'd Pieces of Gold and Silyer 
were ſcarter'd a them our of the Ambaſe 
Jadors Windows. y were ſtamp'd with an 
Olive Tree, having this Motto on One Side, 


 Creſcente har, Pax aurta treſtet: 
And on the Other Side a Hand, with this In- 


ſcription in a Label, 


Dabit Populis Pacem.” 
The French ridicule this latter Mazto;: afid 


ay, The King of Spain will ce'r long ee” 
| e 
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the Title of Peace-Maker, when he ſhall be 
forc'd to ſue for it, not being in a Condition 
to carry on a Har. 

Illaſtrious Officer, I know thou art well 
verſed in the Roman Hiſtories, having been 
Educated under Achmet-Lala, who was a 
Learned Man. ' And 'tis probable, thou art no 
Stranger ro the more Modern Relations of 
Europe, and the Diverſe Characters of the 
People that inhabit ir, Yet, give me Leave 
to tell thee, That Rome in all.its Victorious 
Bravery, never ſaw Firmer Soldiers in a Bat- 
tle, than the Spaniards are at this Day. . Bur 
the French have Finer Wits, more Money , 
and better Fortune: And 'tis this makes 'em 
inſulr, Beſides, Deſtiny over-rules all Things. 
Every Kingdom and Empire has its Climatters, 
wherein it droops, declines, and art the Grand 
Critical Period falls to ruin. | 

The Greeks had Money enough when the 
Grear Sultan Mahomet befieged Conſtantino- 
ple : Burt they had nor Wir to uſe it for their 
own Preſervation 5 and fo rhat City, the laſt 
Conſiderable Stake of the Empire, was loſt ro 
the Ottomans, Who ſoon after became Maſters 
of all the reſt, 

T hou haſt Wealth in Abundance, and-Diſ- 
cretion ro manage it : Slip no Opportunities, 
bur remember the Old Arabian Proverb, which 
ſays, God has given whole Days to the Fortunate, 
but to the Unhappy be affords only ſome Hours, 


Paris, 17th, of the Liſt, Moon, 
of the Tear 1658, 
| LET- 
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LET TBA IV, 


| To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
| © of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms at 
Conſtantinople. 


| Remember my Promiſe, though ir be late. 

Thou know'tt I have many Hindrances, 
and cherefore wilt not rax me wirh feigning 
an Excuſe. However, thy Letter came ro me 
in a good Hour, to put me in mind of thele 
Things, and ro enquire of our Mothers 
Healrch, who till reſides in this City. 

I have ſaid Nothiag of her, fince my fir!t 
Lerrer after her Arrival at Pars. And, to tell 
thee the Trurh, ſhe has faid little her telf, be- 
ing ignorant 'of rhe French Tongue, and too 
Old ro learn ir. . Therefore her chief Conver- 
lation has been wirh El;achim and me above 
thele three Years: For, that Few ſpeaks indit- 
terent good Turkiſh and Arabick. 

If rhou wonldſt know how ſhe has ſpent her 
Time, 'tis divided berween her Devotions 
and her. Needle. She lives more recluſe than 
a'Chrittian Nun ; ſeldom or never (tirring a- 
braad;. unleſs ro take the Air of the Fields, 
and then ſtur up in a Coach with her Maid. 
In..a: Word, her Manner of Living is a fir 
Example for the French Women: For, 1n all 
Things ſhe obſerves the Laws of her Education, 
and the modelt Cuſtoms of the Eaſt, 

O No 
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No Argument can perſuade her to change 
her Grecian Garb; or dreſs her ſelf after the 
' Looſe Mode of Weſtern Females. Neither 
will ſhe Ear or Drink any where, bur in the 
Houſe of Eliachims, for tear of infringing the 
Precepts of the Alcoran,; and difobeying the 
Meſſenger of God : For ſhe eſteems the Drer of 
rhe Fews Pure, and free from Pollution. In her 
Pious and Motherly Zeal, ſhe rebukes me for 
Eating and Drinking with I»fidels : And I've 
nothing ro ſay in my Defence, but the Ne- 
cefiry I lie under of preventing Suſpicion, that 
ſo I may ſerve the Sultaz with greater Suc- 
ceſs, and thar I have the Mufti's Diſpenſation 
for this and many more Irregularities. When 
ſhe hears rhis, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to Heaven, 
lays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and appears 
refign'd: Yer es her Head, and ſeems ro 
piry my Caſe ; nor without ſome Reflections 
on the Corruption of the Times, the Impiery 
of rhe Seraplio, and Want of Zeal for the Holy 
Prophet. 

he has her Health ro a Miracle : And ex- 
cepting the Firſt rwo Mopys afrer ſhe came to 
Pars, I never heard her complain of the leaſt 
Indiſpoſition. "Tis poflible, the Change of 
Air, with the Inconveniencies of 'Travelling 
ſo far by Sea and Land, might incommode 
her at firſt. She was. for a while troubled 
with Rheums, Obſtrutions, and a Dyſentery : 
Bur ſhe foon overcame theſe Diſtempers, and 
has ever fince been perfectly well, 


We 
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We often diſcourſe rogether of thee, and 
thy Travels in the Eaſ?. Sometimes I read 
Part of thy Forrnal to her, which aftords her 
infinite Delighr. She congrarulartes her (elf, 
and thy good Forrune, in eſcaping ſo many 
Perils and Deaths as every where threaten a 
Stranger; and takes a particular Delight ro 
hear thy Adventures with the Indian Lady at 
the Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou may'tt be 
affur'd, our Morher bears a ſingular Afﬀecti- 
on to thee; for we never meet withour wiſh- 
ing thee in our Company. She rejoyces 
mightily to hear of thy Proſperity and Ad- 
vancement in the Favour of rhe Grand S:2nior, 
and his principal Miniſters ; wiſhing thee eve- 
ry Day a new ſtep of Honour and Intereſt. 
Thou may'ft alſo reſt ſatisfied, that Ma/muc 
comes not ſhort of the Afﬀection-he owes ro 
{uch a Brother. 

Ar other times we talk of our Couſin Iſorf, 
who is now 1n the Frozen Regions of the Nyrth. 
His Irinerary M:moirs are allo very pleaſant ; 
and we paſs ſome Hours in reading and com- 
paring them wich rhe Diſpatches which I 
requently receive from Mehemet an exil'd 
Eunuch in E»ypt : for Iſouf is more large in 
his Deſcription of that Country, and his Remarks 
on its Antiquities, than on any other Part of 
_ Yet he ſays enough of all rhat Southern 

iarrer. -, 

As to whet I promis'd to inform thee, con- 
cerning the Pyramids, Mummies, and other 
Singularities of Fpypt 5 know, that our Kinl- 
man T1/orf is a great Crztick, and gives the 

O 2 Lve 
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Lye tro Herodotus, Dicdorus, $trabo, Pliny, and 
other Writers of Greece 'and Rome. Neither 
will he conſent in all things ro our Arabian 
Hiſtories. | 

He ſays, the Pyramids are neither fo High, 
nor does their Bajjis take up ſo much Ground, 
as is reported by the Ancients. He laughs ar 
rhoſe who affirm, They caſt no Shadows at 
Noon, having experienc'd the Contrary when 
the Sun was in Capricorn. And we may believe 
him in this, on good Ground : For it is Re- 
corded of Thales Mileſius, who liv'd above 
2000 Years ago, Thar he took the Height of 
the Pyramids by their Shadows. 

There are 3 of thele Admirable Struftures 
not far from Caire, and about 18 more in the 
Deſerts. of Libya. Ir is generally ſupposd, 
Thar they were built for Sepulchres of the Epy- 
ptian Kings ; lome of them before the Flood, 
the reſt afrer. There are not wanting Hi/?o- 
rians, who aſſert the greateſt of the Pyramids 
ro be the Tomb of Seth the Son of Adam. , 

Iſouf was within this Mzzhty Fabrick, and 
atteſts, Thar after he and his Company had 
deſcended and aſcended through certain Gal- 
leries, they came ar lait to a Square Chamber, 
wall'd about with pure Thebaick Marble ; in 
the Middle of which was a Cheſt of the ſame 
Stone, Which when ſtruck with the Foor, 
founded like a Muſical Inſtrument. Ir is be- 
lievd, thar in this Cheſt was laid the Body of 
rhe King who built rhat Pyramid. 

The Ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, 
Thar even after that which we call Death, 

or 
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or the Separation of the Sou! and Body, there 
were certain Arts to retain 'em together ; if 
not in ſo {tridt and intimate an Union as be- 
fore, yet in a very Familiar Correſpondence 
far many Apes. | So that the Soul ſhould al- 
ways take Delight ro hover about the Body, 
and to exerciſe its Faculties in the Place where 
that was repoſed. 

For this Reaſon, in rhe firſt Place they rook 
out the Bowels, and whatſoever was moſt lia- 
ble ro Corruption: And having waſh'd the 


» Empry Belly with M/;ze of Pa/ms, nnx'd with 


Aromatich . Powders, they f\ufed wn with 
Myrrh, Caſſia, and many coitly Confeflions : 
and then' ſow'd it up. After this, they pu- 
rified the whole BeS with Nitre ; And having 

rawn' out the Brains by the Noſtrils with a. 
Hook, they fill'd up the Skull with melted 
Gums. And laſt of all, they ſwathed up the 
whole Body in Silk, ſmearing it over - with 
rich Mixtures of Bitumen, Spices and Gums, 
and fo delivered ir to the Kindred to be laid 
up in rhe Sepulchre. 

Theſe were the Preparations they made to 
Court the Preſence of rhe Soul, by rendring 
the Body for ever ſweer and incorruprtible. 
And, that the Majeſty of Royal Ghoſts mighr 
never be Interrupted or Violated by the 
Neighbourhood of Vu/lgar Spirits, or the Ru- 
der Approach of Mortals; Kjngs builr theſe 
magnificent Piles, as the Palaces of their Laſt 
Repeſe- 'Tis therefore they- were ErecCt- 

in Deſert and Unfrequented Places, and 
in ſuch a Form as was eſteemed rhe moſt 


O 3 Dura- 
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Durable, and ſecure from the Injuries of Time, 
the Afaults of the Elements, and from the 
Common Fate of all Humane Enterpriſes. 
Each Stone of a prodigious Bulk, and riveted 
to the next with a Bar of Iron: Which with 
the Strength and invincible Faſtneſs of the Ce- 
mnt, renders it a thing impoiſible for any one 
of theſe Pyramids to be demoliſhed, —_ all 
Mankind were ſer to work for many fſuccel- 
five Generations. 

Al Manun, the Caliph of Babylon, attem- 
pted ro do ir, but in vain: For after he had 
fer his Men at Work, and been ar valt Ex- 
pences, they made but one ſmall Breach, ſo 
inconſiderable, that being made ſenſible ir 
would exhauſt his Treaſ@res ro remove bur 
the hundredth part of the "Pyramid, he de» 
fiſted, full of Wonder at the Wiſdom of the 
Founders. 

If it be true, that the Soul may by ſuch 
Allurements as theſe be prevailed on to re- 
main with rhe Body in its Sepulchre, and thar 
a Man's furure Happineſs conſiſts in this, I 
Gould my ſelf Admire and Imitate thoſe 
Egyptian Sages, TI would in wy Life-Time 
build me a ſmall Mauſoleum, according t0 
my Ability, and erder in my Laſt 4! and 
Teſtament, that my Body be Embalmed, and 
Condited for a perpetual Duration. Bur if 
none of theſe Arts can alter the Decyees of 
Deſtiny, or force an Immortal Spirit from 
Ranging where it pleaſes, I muſt conclude 
with Pliny, TT hat this celebrated Witdom of 
the Egyptians, was no Other than Glorious 

Folly, 
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Folly, and all the Magnificence of their Kings 
Ty building fuch colily Sepulchres, but Royal 
Wafttc. ; 

They themſelves, in thus cautiouſly provi. 
ding to ſecure rhe Sou/'s Abode with the Body 
after Death, tacitely own'd, That by the 
Courſe of Nature it would immediately paſs 
into ſome other. Nay. the Tran/migration of 
Souls, was an Eſtabliſhed Dottrin in Exypr. 
How then could they be ſo blind as to ima- 
gine 4 Dead Carcaſe, however Perfumed and 
Fenced againit Corruption, was more invi- 
ring - than an» Embryo formed ro live? Or 
that -it- was more Eligible for the Sou! ro be 
Imprifoned in a Dark Dungeon ( for no better 
are the Infides of the Pyramids) than to enjoy 
che Light of rhe Sur, Moo, and Stars, and 
the Vatious: Sweers of the Elements ?- Bro- 
thef, tn my Opinion, *rwere better vo. be a 
Bird, 2 Worm, a/ Fly, or any living Thing, 
than to be rhns immur'd for many Ages, and 
have no other Companion bur an Old Salted 
Mummue. 

I/ouf has made fome Remarks on the Ri- 
ver Nike, to which he ſays Ezypt owes nor 
only''irs Corn- and Fruits, bur alfo the very 
Soil which brings them forth. For every 
Year, at the Time of the Inundation, thar 
River brings along with ir from Ethiopia, os 
ſome other Regzons through which it paſſes, 
Abundance of Slime and Mud, with which ir 
covers all the Land of Ezypr, leaving it be- 
hind at the Decreaſe of the Waters : So that 
the Soil of Egypt is.. borrowed from other 
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Countries. And if this be true, for ought we 
know, the Place of irs Siruation may be bor. 
'rowed from the Sea, according to the Opini- 
on of ſome Ancient Philoſophers. | 
Herodotus, Pliny and others, were of this 
Perſuaſion, grounding their Conjectures on 
the nearer Approaches of the Continent to the 
Tſland Pharos, from the time of Homer, who 
exactly calculated irs Diſtance. . And they 
concluded. That rhe immenſe Quantities of 
Slime which the Nzle - tranſports from the 
Mounrainous Regions of Africa, might '1n the 
ſpace of rwo Myriads of Years have filled up 
all rhar Part of the Sea which 1s now Firm 
Land, and called Eppr- | 

If this be true, it ſeems to me very ſtrange, 
That the Epyptians ſhould boaſt , of; greater: 
Antiquity than any other Natzon in.the FPor{d, 
tho their Country it ſelf be rhe youngeſt of: 
all the Regions on Earth, an Abortive Spox of 
Ground, hatched by a River in the Deprhs of: 
the Sea, and ever ſince cheriſh d by that Ri- 
ver as by a Parent or Nurfe, which ceaſes nor 
to convey. to it yearly a convenient Proportion 
of Alimenr, whereby the (Country it {elt grows 
in Bulk, and rhe Inhabitants are-mainrtained., 
O Admirable Providence of Nature, who can: 
penetrate into thy Myſtcrious Conduct! O 
Egypt abounding in Prodigies. and Wonders ! 
Where the Land and Watcr, with the other 
Elements, conſpire to render thee all over mi- 
7 AC OUS. 1 

Dear Peſeli, I am- rranf{porred' when I 
think ct that Region 3 and cauld relate a thou 

lanc 
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ſand more Paſſages, both our of Iſouf's Me- 
morrs, and from the Mouths of others, who 
have travelled thither ro obſerve ſo many M:- 
racles, Bur I believe, thy Patience will be 
ſufficiently rir'd with the Lengrh of this Letter. 
Betides, my Mother is juſt come ro viſit me, 
and defires me to recommend her Unfeigned 
Aﬀections to thee. | 

Be aſſured alſo, that Mahmut loves thee 
with the Integrity of a Man, and the Tender- 
neſs of a Brother: And he ſerves thee in all 
Things withour repining. 


Paris, 17th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Near 1658. 


LEI TER V. 


Ts the Kaimacham. 


T HE Venetians are very angry for the loſs. 

of Tenedos ; and not withour Reaſon : 
For, that Iſland is a delicate Spot of Ground, 
abounding in rich Wines, and. other Pro-. 
ducts of Nature. Beſides, ir commands the 
Avenue of the Shining City, .the Refuge of Mor- 
tals. ; 

They variouſly relate the Manner of irs be- 
ing retaken from 'er, by the Arms which no! 
Earthly Power is able to refit. Endeavour- 
ing in all their Rumours, ro dilguile the 
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| Thrath as ich a5" they can, and miſrepreſent 
the Bravery of the Orromans ; That 16-the 
- their own Generals may make the 
-. Theſe rofl have a bad Cauſe, and 
therefore are compelled ro make uſe of Shifts 
and: Equivocations'-ro fupport ir. They are 
quite--degenerated from the Integrity of the 
Primitive Followers of Feſus. In a Word, they 
make good rhe Character of rhe ancient Caz- 
diets ; of whom a certain Poer fays, They are 
thorow-pac'd Lyars, ravenous Beaſts, and glut- 
tonous Drones. 

. Ir's believ'd in theſe Parrs, That when the 
Venctians quitted. the I/laxd they deparred not 
without Revenge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and 
blowimyg up ſeveral Hundreds of Mahometans 
into the Air. 

However, they have for Ever Proſcribed 
and Excommunicated Girolam» Loredan, and 
Giovanni Contarini, mm whole Cuſtody the 
Chief Fortreſſes of the Iſland were ; accufing 
them of Cowardice and Treachery : Offering 
alſo Two Thouſand Sequins to any that ſeizes 
on 'em within the Dominions of Venice, and 
Three Thouſand to him that kills 'em in ano- 
ther Country. © 

I know, 'tis in the Power of the All-Com- 
manding Port to prote& theſe Exiles, if they 
are within the Territories of our Sovereign ; 
much more, it they ſheer chemſelves in that 
S.:1:ctuary of the Diſtreſſed. Bur thou, and the 
other Supreme Miniſters,are beſt able to judge 
whether rhele 1rfidels merit ſo great a Faucur. 

Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, their Caſe may be like that of Na- 
daſt, Governour of Buda, when Solyman the 
Magnificent beſieged that Ciry. For Nadaſt 
was a Man of Invincible Courage and Fide- 
lity, bur was betrayed by the Soldiers, who 
bound him in Chains, and deliver'd up the 
City and Caſtle ro the Viforious Sultan. That 
brave Hero underſtanding their Treachery, 
and the Reſolurion of Nadaft, ſer him ar Li- 
berry, and preſented him with noble Gifts ; 
but commanded the pertidious Garriſon to be 
cur in Pieces: A due Reward of their Trea- 
ſon. For, though Princes often make Ule of 
Traytors to ſerve their own Deſigns ; yet, when 
the Work is done, they commonly purſye the 
hatred Inftruments with rhe Effects of a juſt 
Conrempt and Indignarion. 

Plutarch, the Greek Hiſtorian , abounds 
with Inſtances of this Nature ; fo does Hero- 
dian, and other Roman Authors. Bur, no 
Example of Puniſhment in this kind ſeems ſo 
Proportionate , Regular and Ingenious, as 
that which Brennus, King of the Gans, cau- 
{&d to be inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſus ; 
who, when he Belieged that Ciry, promiſed | 
to deliver it into his Hands, on Condition 
- thar his Soldiers would beftow on her all 
their Ornaments of Gold, which they had 
Plundered in the FPars of Aſia, and wore a- 
bout them as Trophies: For, when ſhe had 
performed her Contract, the Wiſe General to 
do his Parr, cauſed this Virgin to fir down on 
rhe Groutd ; and then every Soldier in his 
Army caſting his Plate into her Lap, ſhe was 

oppreſled 
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f : ® 
1 do nor mention this, as. if the like were 
due to the Venetian Captains. I refer the 
udgment of ſuch Things ro my Super:onrs, . 
rs of the Bleſſed Sanfiuary of Man- 


I 
* *Tis poflible, the Vizirs of the Bench thought 
me dead, or rurned Renegado, becauſe they 
have not received any News from me thele 
five Moons. Bur T tell thee, neither Mex: nor | 
Devils can corrupt the Faith of Mahmut, By | 
the God of my Vows, there is not a more Tru- | 
ity Man in the Univer/c. | 
All the Reaſon of my Silence, was the 
height of the YYaters, which ſeemed to threat- 
en the Earth with a Second Deluge. Germany 
was a Sea, and Flanders a * Lake, for above 
three Mooris together ; ſo that *rwas impoſſible |: 4 
for the Poſt to travel. There were ſeen alſo 
ſtrange Speres of Fire in the 4ir; And the 
People of Brabant were alarmed with uncouth 
Noiles in the Elements. | 

Perhaps; Illuſtrious Kaimacham, theſe ate 
the lait Preparations, to the Grand Chotich of 
Nature ; by 12 Wind, Water and Fire, ſhall 
{trive to turn this F/orld into its Old Chaos. 
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Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
of th: Tear 1658, 


LETTER 
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LEI TER VL 


To Solyman, his Coulin, at Con- 
{tantinople. 


N ORE Melancholy ftill> Wilr thou 

have no Compatiion on thy Exil'd 
Uncle, bur harangue him ro Dearh with thy 
Religious Fargon ? Believe me, thy Letters of 
this kind are as irkſom to me, as the conti- 
nual Din and Babling of Boys is tro a Poor 
weary Pedagogue. I forbid thee nor to write 
ro me, and thar as often as thou wilt : "Tis a 
Comfort in my Baniſhment, ro hear from 
thoſe of my Blood. Bur let me beg of thee, 
ro alrer both- thy Theme and Style, Leave 
Spiritual Things ro the Mollahs and Imaums : 
And ler thy Thoughts be taken up in Things 
belonging to thy Trade. In that be as inquiſi- 
tive as thou canſt. Bend thy Mind wholly 
to make new Diſcoveries and Improvements 
in that; and ir will rurn ro thy Advantage. 
Ar thy Hours of Leiſure I counſel thee ro read 
H_ and ſometimes go into Company : 
There is much to be gain'd by Converſing 
with Men of Senſe. Such will ſerve as Mzr- 
rours, wherein thon may'ft behold Humanity 
in its Proper” Figure, and the Deformity of 
that Vizard with which” Error and Superſti- 
tion diſguiſe our Nature. They will correct 
thy Miſtakes, withour purnng thee - S, 


1 Organ, Which chear the Spirits, 
d #24, bom .-was clouded with 
The Imperial City is; full of ſuch, both 
Natives and Strangers. Cull them out from 
CE Mime Eotng ve ie 
Aanzans, Wl r ng. Ine Þ 
rence of. Religion, whether they be Muſſul- 
mans, Franks, Armenians, Fews, or others. 
Above all Things, fhun the Society of Bigors ; 
and number not thy ſelf among thoſe wha are 
Opinionated, becauſe they proteſs the True 
Faith: Far ,, Whar fignihes thar, if their Lives 
be Virious? I tell thee, rhey are worſe than 
the Infidels. Give na Heed to Fortune-Telers, 
and ſuch as prerend ro Aſtrology : For whilſt 
they boaſt of knowing orher Mens Fares, 
they are ignorant of their own, And if 
there be any Truth in that Science, one may 
lay, their Ignorance in ir affronts rhe Stars, 
go ofren provokes then to haſten their awn 
uin Aſſre thy ſelf, they only amuſe the 
World with Portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Mony. 

Aſociate thy ſelf with none bur Prudenr 
and Moderate Men, whoſe Morals are not 
leaven'd with a tao furious Zeal; who look 
not tuperciliouſly. and with Diſdain on a 
Frank as he walks along the Streects, much 
leſs offer hym any Indigniry, when he goes 
abour his Honeſt Buſineſs, under the Prote- 
Ction of the Grand $igmor, Ir becomes none 

bur 
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bur Fenizaries and Rrffans, to be guilty of 
theſe Incivilities ro Strangers. The Law of 
Nations, and the particular Commands of our 
Holy Prophet, oblige us to rrear ſuch with all 
Humanity and Tenderneſs. Beſides, 'tis a Re- 
flection on the Fuſtice and Hoſpitality of the 
Magnificent » Port, which is the Refuge and 
SanFtuary of all rhe Earth, that a Stranger 
cannot walk the Streers in Peace. Deſpile 
no Man on the Score of his Religion ; for there 
are no Factions in Paradiſe : But conſider, 
that whilit Thouſands of Muſſalmans ſhall go 
to Fel! tor their wicked Lives, ſo an equal 
Number of thoſe we call Infidels, may be re- 
ceived into the Mavfions of the Bleſſed for their 
Virtues. 

Thon ſeemeſt ro be much concern'd for thy 
Soul: Thy Letter abounds with over-much care 
in this Point. In being roo ſollicitous, it is evi- 
dent thy Faith is ſmall. Every Line is tinctur'd 
with ſad Expreſſions about rhe Perils, Snares, 
Ambuſhes, Hooks, Gms, and I know not what 
other Devices the Devil has to-ruin thy poor 
Soul ( as thou call'ſt it.) Coufin, doſt rhow know 
what the Soul is, about which thou keepeſt 
fach a pudder ? If thou do'ſt, 'tis more than I 
do, and yer I have been ſearching and prying 
into it above theſe thirry Years; I —_— — 
tae Time that I firſt began to think and con/i- 
der of Things ; but am as far to ſeek as ever I 
WAS. Neaher cord all rhe Miſe Men of Old, 
the Phil:fophers and Sapes, for ought I perceive, 
agree in their Verdict about this Myſterious 
4 hing which we call the Saw. q 

ne 
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One wilt haye. ir tobe, Only the fineſt Part 
of Matter in the Body. "Anorher ſays, "Tx the 
Air which the Lungs (ſuck im, and diffuſe 
through all our Members. A third ſort af- 
firm it to be, 4 Mixture of Air and Fire: 
A Fourth, Of Earth and Water : A Fifth call 
it, 4 Complexion made up of the Four Ele- 
ments, a Kind of Duinteſſence, and I know 
not what. . The Egyptians call'd it, A certain 
moving Number : And the Chaldeans, A Pow- 
er without Form it ſelf, yet Imbibing all Forms. 
Ariſtotle call'd it, The Perfetion of a Natural 
Body. All theſe agreed, That it was Corpo- 
real, and as it were Extracted from Matter. 
The beſt Definition among them is not worth 
an Aſpre. 

Bar there were Men of ſublime Speculari- 
ons, who affiirm'd the . Sou! to be, 4 Divine 
Subſtance, Independent of the Body. Of this 
Opinion were Zoroaſter, Hermes Triſmegiſtus, 
Orpheus, Pythagoras , Plutarch, Porphyry, and 
Plato. "This lait defin'd the Scul ro be, A Self- 
moving Eſſence, endud with Underſtanding. 
Bur when they have ſaid all, I prefer the Mo- 
deſty of Cicero, Seneca, and others, who ac- 
knowledg'd they were altogether Ignorant 
what the Soul is. 

There was no leſs Diſagreement among the 
Philoſaphers, about the Seat of the Soul. Hip- 
pocrates and Hierophilus plac'd it in the Ven- 
tricles of the Brain. Demecritus atlign'd it 
the Whole Body. Strabo was of Opini- 
on, it reliides berween the Brows ; Epicu- 


2415, 1n the Breaſt, The Stoicks lodgd it in” 
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e Heart; and Empedocles in the Blood. 
hich laſt ſeems ro be the moſt current Opi- 
nion of the Eaſt to this Day : In regard both 
Moſes the Lampiver of the Fews, and Mahomet 
our Holy Prophet, aflerred the ſame, and for 
that Reaſon forbid Fleſh to be eaten with the 
Blacd. 

But be ir what it- will, either Corporeal or 
Incorporeal, a . Subſtance or an- Accident, whe- 
ther it dwell in the Head or in the Feet, with- 
in or without the Body, there is no Certainty 
of theſe Things, neither can we be aſſured 
whar will become of it after Death. There- 
fore 'ris in vain ro diſquiet thy ſelf in ſearch 
of a Myſtery that is hid from-Mecrtals. And 
equally fooliſh ' it will be, ro frighten thy 
ſelf with an Imagination of Hooks; Gins; and 
ſuch. like Chimera's, which- thou -ſuppoſeſt 
the. Devi! is- bufie., with ro entrap thy - Sow: 
"Tis a Wonder thou art nor afraid to ſleep, 
leſt he ſhould catch thee Napping, and ſteal 
thy Soul from thee. . I wou'd fain know, whar 
ſort of Tools he muſt uſe ro take hold of a 
Subſtance more Thin and Imperceprible-rhan a 
Shadew, or how. he will. be able tro ſeize and 
run away with a Being' Active and. Free as 
Thought ? 

Couſin, ſerve God after the Manner of thy 
Ferefathers ; love thy Friends, pardon thy 
Encmies, be Juſt ro all Men, and do no In- 
jury to any Beaſ?. If thou obſervelt- this 
Rule, thou may'it' detie the Devi/, for thy 
Soul js in ſafe Cuſtody. God 15 nearer ro thee 


than rhou art to thy telf, He 1s in the a” 
0 
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of Every Tron, and- is Himſelf the Centre gf 
All Things. In,a Word, He 1s Allin Al. 


Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER VIL 
To Afis, Baſla. 


OW the Scone: are changed in Enrope, 

Enemies are become Friends, and thoſe 
who profeſſed a mnrual Friendfhip are at epgn 
Defiance. Conftancy is a Vice in the Pokt2cks, 
and a dextrtous way of ſhifting from one En- 
gagement to another : for Intereſt is eſteemed 
the only State-Vertue. 

I have already Intimated 'to the Divan the 
War which broke our laſt Year berween the 
Swedes and Danes. The latter begun ir by 
Solemn Proclamation , ſending a Herald at 
Arms to the Swediſh Court, and diſpatching 
Embaſſadors to all his Alies in Chriſtendom, 
ro give them an Account of his Proceedings. 
Now I ſhall enterram thee. with a ſhort Idea 
of this 7Y/ar : By which thou wilr compre- 
hend, Thar rhe Danes are either mnch dege- 
nerated from the Valour of their a— 

who 
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who' formerly made the moſt terrible Figure 
of all the Nations in the North : Or elle, they 
are leſs obliged ro Fortune, who has not fa- 
voured them with ſo many Succeſſes and Tri- 
umphs of lare, bur rather exposd 'em ro the 
Infulrs of their Enemies, and the Contempr of 
all Men. 

When the King of Denmark firſt proclaim» 
ed this ay, he had a fair Advantage of the 


- Suedes, who at that rime were ſorely entan- 


gled berween the Polanders, Germans and 
Moſcovites , and had more Need of Helps 
than Hinderances. Yet, King Guſtavus turn- 
ing part of his Forces into Holſtein, Schone- 
land, and Fuitlind, he took one Part after 
another, till he had over-run thoſe Provinces 
in the ſpace of fix Moons ; And reduced rhe 
Danes to a Necefliry of Compotition, and 
that on ſuch diſhonourable Terms, as ren- 
ders them the Scorn of the Neighbouring Na- 
tions. 

On the 13th of the 3d Moon, the two Kzngs 
had an Interview near Copenhagen, the Capi- 
tal-City of Denmark : For, fo far had the For- 
rune of the Suediſh Arms carried their Victo- 
ries, They Eat and Drank together ſeveral 
Times, and Converſed privately ſome Hours. 
Ar laſt, a Firm Peace was concluded berween 
them, and they concerted the Meaſures of a 
perfect Friendſhip. 

Bur, before this, the Dane had been forced 
ro yield up Schoneland, with E/ſanberg , 
winch commands half the Baltick Sea. fie 

ſurrcn- 
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furrendfed+ alfo the' Provinces of Blakin and 
Halland, with a'very ſtrong Caſtle ; the 1/and 
of Burtholme; ten Ships of War ; and obliged 
himſelf ro 'pay- a Million of. Del/ars; and ro 
maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and Foor in 
the King of Swedeland's Service, and give Free 
Quarter to all the Swedz/h Forces till the fifth 
Moon. Theſe are ſuch diſhenourable Arrzcler, 
thar the King of Denmark:has quite loft him- 
ſelf in the Efeem-of all' his 4/ies. They call 
him a Poor-{pirited Prizce, nor worthy of Sup- 
rt or Affiſtance. * ' 

In a word, Serene Baſſz, 1t is like to fare 
with him as with other Unforrunare Men, 
who when they are once falling, every Body 
will. help to throw them down. _ Therefore 
conſerve thy Honour, as the only Bulwark of 
thy Intereſt and Life, | 


Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658, 


LETTER 
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To the Mufti. 


Y the Faith of a True Believer, I (wear, 
the Chriſtzans are Enemies to themſelves 
if they do not embrace the Project of a certain 
Feſuit. They are no Friends to their Meſſias, 
if they reject ſo Regular an Idea, ſo reformed 
a Model of the Nazarene Empire, as this Sage 
has larely propoled to the Pope and the Car- 
dinals. 

He lays his Foundation very deep, and 
draws his Examples from the Prafice of Pe- 
ter , the Prince of the firſt Twelve Chri- 
ſtian Caliphs, whom the Franks call the Apc- 
files of Feſus the Son of Mary. For, accor- 
ding to their Tradirions, the Meſſias beforc 
he aſcended ro Heaven, left an exact Pat- 
tern of the Empire he defigned to Eſtabliſh on 
Earth. He divided this Empire into Twelve 
diſtin Provinces, according to the Number 
of his Apoſtles or Vicars, aſſigning to each 
that Quarter of the World where he was 
to prehide, as Moſes had formerly Canroni- 
zed the Holy Region of Paleſtine among the 
Twelve Tribes, that deſcended from 'Facob. 

Bur the Happy Son. of Mary, being a far 
greater Prophee than Moſes, or any that had 
gone before him ; they ſay, he would not be 
content with diminutive Territories, or Do- 
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minions diſproportionate to his ineffable De- | 
ſcent and Original. Therefore he reſolved on 
the Conqueſt of the whole Earth ; comman- 
ding his Vicegerents to diſperſe rhemſelves 
through all Natzors, according to a certain | 


Method, and proclaim his Laws to every 
Creature on the Globe. 

Venerable Preſident of the Faithful, I relate 
theſe Things. as I receive them from” the 
Mouths and Pens of Learned Chriſtians, who | 
may be preſumed ro know their own Hiſtory, 
Thou wilt perhaps expect to hear of Armies 
immediately raiſed ; of Camps, Bartels, and 
Sieges ; of Devaſtations by Fire and Sword ; 
Storming of Cities, and Famiſhing of the more 
impregnable Forrtreſſes : In'a Word, I believe 
thou lookeſt for a Relation of Campagnes and 
Victories, more glorious than the Archieve- 
ments of the Roman Caeſars, more fortunate 
than the Succefles of Alexander the Great: But 
I rell rhee, all the Regiſters and Archives of the 
Primitive Chriſtians cannot furniſh us with 
any Memoirs of this Nature, 

Their Goſpel mentions no Warlike Under- 
takings, nor ſo much as the drawing of a 
Sword by the Sox of Mary, or any of his Fel- | 
lowers, unleſs in a private Rencounter, when 
Peter the Lieutenant of the Meſſias, enflamed 
with a Pafſion to iee his Maſter pr >= by 
Fudas, his Kahya, or Tefterdar, and rudely at- | 
iaulred by Malchus, a Slave of the Fewiſh Muf- -+ 
ti, the Valiant Apoſtle drew his Cymetar, and | 
cur aff the Fellows Ear, 


Believe 
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Believe me, O Myſterious DoFor- of the 
Muſſulmans, 1 have perus'd the Four Hiſto- 
ries of the Life of Feſus, written by thoſe wha 
were Eye-Witnefſes of his Actions; and I 
find indeed, that he once faid ro them of his 
Rerinue, I come not to fend Peace on Earth, 
but a Sword. Yet by the Sequel ir is evidenr, 
That when he examined what Meapons his 
Followers had, and they told him, but two 
Swords ; he ſeem'd ro be well ſatisfied, ſaying, 
It x enough ; though a moment before he bid 
him among 'em that had zo Sword, ſell his Rebe 
and buy one, 

And I have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Parl, 
one of the Primitive Chriſtian Caliphs, to the 
Nazarenes at Epheſus ; wherein he counſcls 
them, ro pur on Compleat Armour, as Hel- 
met, Breaſt-Plate, Shield, Buskins, Sword, and 
the reſt, 

Belides rheſe Paſſages, or ſuch like, rhere is 
no Mzlztary Diſcourſe throughout the Book of 
the Go/pe/ ; much leſs any Relation of Bartels, 
Sieges, or any Martial Exploits. And the 
Chriſtian Mollahs or Doftors interpret that Let- 
ter of Paul in a' Myſtical Senſe. 

Wilr thou know then, how the Meſſias 
and his Apoſtles ſubdu'd the World ? I tell 


thee, Ir was by Exemplary ;Vertue and Good 


Works, by Miracles, and evident Deman- 
ftrarions of a Supernatural Power. aflifting 
them,” For , they ſpake. all Languages , yet 
were moſt of rhem Ilzrerate Perions: They 
cur'd the Deaf, the Blind; the Lame-avd the 
Paralytick, without the Methods of Swgery 

or 
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or 'Phyſick. They caft our Devi/s ; Rais'd the 
Dead :* And: finally, performed ſuch and fo 
many ftupendous Actions, that the World be- 
ctme-Caprivared ro. their Dofrines and Laws, 
and' willingly ſybmirred 'ro a Yoke, -which 
ſeem'd ro come from Heaven. With Divine 
Eloquence, and the Dint of irreſiſtable Rea- 
fon, Peter the Prince of the C briſtian EC aliphs 
ſubdu'd rhe Minds of his Aſtoniſh'd Auditory, 
one Day in Feruyſalem ;- {ſo that before the 
$un went down , he gain'd five thouſand 
Proſelytes. . The Fame of theſe Things was 
ſoon ſpread through the Adjacent Countries, 
and divers remote Provinces ; and the Num- 
ber of rhe Converrs was proportionably en- 
creaſed. In a Word, all that embracd the 
Faith of Feſus , ſurrendred both Themſelves 
and their Ettares, to be entirely diſpos'd' of, 
at the Pleaſure of the Apoſt/es. So great and 
unreſerv'd an Artach had they for the Vicars 
of their God. 

Now the fore-nanied Feſuit conſidering 
theſe Things; and comparing the Stare of 
thoſe Devout Times, with the Liberrinilm, 
Divifions, Wars, and general Contempt of 
the Prieſthood among the Chriltians of Suc- 
ceeding Times, and-eſpecially in this Prelent 
Ape ; attributes/rhe -Source of all rhele Evils 
to the Ill Conduct- of the Apoſtles themielves, 
and their Succeffors in the Primitive 'Times, 
who did not ſufficiently improve the Advan- 
rages they were poſle(sd of, when rhe Pons 
Multitude wou'd willingly have made them 
Lords of all Things, - For, lays he, by: the 
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fame Methods and Reaſons might they have 

Claimed the Dominion o'er the E/tates of 

Kings and Emperonrs themſelves, as o'er the 

Goods and Lands of the Meaneſt Proſelte : 

Since they were all equally Sos of the Coxrch, 

and Subjects to the Diſcipline and Laws of 
eſas. 

Thi Ecclefraſtick Politician therefore migh- 
tily blames Pope Sylveſter, who fate in the . 
Chair of Peter, when Conſt aztine the Great 
became a Chriſtian, being the Fr/? of tie 
Reman Emperours who embraced that 
Fitch. He accuſes him, -I ſay, of Weaknets 
and a Mean Spirit, for accepting of that Do- 
nation, which tc this Day 1s called the Patr:- 
mony of the Church, and comprehends all the 
Temporal Eſtate the Roman Pontifs can boat 
of. Whereas, he ought to have claimed an 
Entire ReGgnation of the Whole Roman Em- 
pire into his Hands, as Supreme Vicar of God 
on Earth. This would have been a Pattern, 
ſays he, to all the Kings and Princes of th: 
Earth, who thought fit to turn Chriſtians. 
And to the Domnions of the World, had all 
fallen to rhe ſhare of the Prie/ts. 

Neither could it appear difficult, in his O- 
pinion, to have reduced the Greateſt 11o- 
»archs, to {uch a Forgerfulneſs and Contempt 
of their Roya! Birth, and all the Porenr 
Charms of a Crown : Since the ſame Rheto- 
7ick which perſwaded 'em to be Followers of 
the Aefſias, would have alſo convinc'd 'em 
of the Vanity of all Earthily Enjoy.nents ; 
and of the Obligation they bad to be Morti- 
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fied, and to purſue their Claims to Diadem! 
of a more Exalted Degree, the Incffable Ke- 
galia of Paradiſe. 

" But fince Things are thus in their Preſent 
State, and the Chriſtian Princes retain their 
Soverazenty , without any other Dependance 
on the Pope, ſaving. in Matters purely Rel:gi- 
ous; this Jeſaite propoſes, That the Rowan 
Pontifs would either firſt Reform their own 
Lrves and Ceart, to tne Height of that Pri- 
mitive and Apoſtolical Purity, which ſhined 
ſo eminently in the Earheſt Governonrs of 
the Church; and by that means per{wade all 
the fonarchs in Chriſtendom to become their 
Subjetts : Or elſe, compel them by Force to 
take the Order of Prieſthood, and (o rurn their 
Crowns into /Aitres, their Kingdoms into Ec- 
clefiaſtick Commonwealths, where all the Pub- 
lick Offices of State, Seats of Judicature, and 
in Fins, the Whole $y/tem of the C:wil and 
Politick Adminiſtration ſhould be managed 
by the Prieſts, in a Subordinate Dependance 
One of Another, according as their ſeveral 
Characters required. By which means, all 
Chriſtendom would be ſoon United into one 
Eccleſraſtick Empire, whereot the Pope ſhould 
be the Supreme Head, in Temporal: as well as 
Spirituals. 

What I have related, is not only this Man's 
Private Project, but the Vniverſal Aim of 
his 1Yhole Order. And Thouſands of other 
Prieſts and Derwiſes, are Caballing, in all the 


Courts and Conntries of Enrope, to bring it to 
Pals. 
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Venerable Eſad, it God ſhould ſuffer their 
Contrivance to take EffeR ; it is to be teared, 
our Wars with the Chri/tians would be as 
Expenſive and Troubleſome, it not more F.- 
tal ro the Maſſulman Intereſt , than when 
theſe /f:idels, formerly laying afide their Pri. 
vate Fenas, banded together to Conquer the 
Holy Lana. 


Paris, 25th. of the 7th. Ioon, 
of the Tear 1658. 


I 
—— ——_— . 


LETTER IX 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Pre- 
ſident of the College of Sciences 
at Fez. 


[ Received the Pacquet of Venerable Import, 

containing Sacred Counſels and Acceptable 
Intelligence ; repleniſhed with Noble 4e- 
mrs and Illultrious Remarks, Sage Precepts, 
and Refined Improvemnts in Philoſophy and 
the Myſterious Science of Nature. 

With abundance ot AﬀeCtion and Joy I 
read the Charatter of Muſu Abu! Tahyan, 
and theEzcomiumn of his Witdom and Virtues. 
May a Conſtellation of ſuch Lights always a- 
dorn that Renowned Co/ege, and trom thence 
diſperſe their Learned Iflzence and Rays, not 
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only through Africa, but over all the Earth : 
That Fez, may be Numbered among the C:.- 
ties whoſe Fame 1s ſweet; That ir may be 
ranked with Jeruſalem the Holy, Maſre the 
Ancient, Medina Talnabi the Chaſt, and the 
Salatiferons Babylon; acquiring a Peculiar T5- 
tle of Honour, an Attribute worthy of Reſpet?, 
when Men ſhall every where call jt, Fez, the 
Afother of Sciences. 

My Sex has been very Inquiſitive and Reſt- 
{s for many Years, and I think this is owing 
to my Captivity in Palermo. For before that, 
whilitI lived at Eaſe in the Serag/io, basking 
under the Warmer fluence of Rojal Maje- 
ſty, the Sacred Prefence of the Grand Sigmor, 
who like the $#z gives Motion, Heat and Life 
to all things; I neer regarded Books, or once 
applied my Mind to (tudy any Thing, but 
how to acquit my felt in my Station, and 
firengthen my Intere(t at the Coxrt : Efteem- 
ing all other Learnize as Barbarons, which 
conduced not to this End. 

Foreign Hiſtories and Languages, were E- 
qually Contemptible to me: I thought it be- 
nzath a fuſſulman Courtier, to give his 
Tongue and Mind the Fatigue of any other 
Dialett, fave the Perſi9n, Arabick,and Tarkiſh: 
Or to load his Memory with the Records of 0- 
ther Nations, deſigned to be the S/aves of 
True Believers. 

As to the Sperulative Sciences, T was Na- 
turally defirous enough of Know/edge. But T 
either had not Leiſure, or wanted Books and 
other Advantages of $r#dy. So that all the 
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Knowledge 1 could then boaſt of, confiited 
only in ſome looſe Notions of Zag:cs and A7e- 
Hpayiets, which I had got by reading an Old 
Arabick Manuſcript, And I thought my felt 
Hiſtorian enough, after I had peruted the A4:- 
nals of the Ottoman Empire, and now and 
then caſt an Eye on the Twrki/p Tranſlation of 
Herodotus and Platarch. 

Tis true indeed, by Converting frequently 
with the Greeks, I ſoon learned their YVu/gar 
Diale& ; But this 1s far from the Polite Lan- 
guage of the Ancient Grecians: And a Page 
of the Treaſery, taught me the Rudimenrs 
of Sclavonian; which afrerwards | learn'd more 
Perfe&tly, hoping it would be of ſome Ser- 
vice to me one Time or other. 

All theſe were very Superficial Accompliſh- 
ments ; yet I thought my ſelf Happy enough, 
without ſearching any farther. The Plea- 
ſures and Gayeties of a Courtly Life, took 
from me the Edge and Guſt , with which I 
have ſince purſued more Solid Sredies, and 
looked into the Wiſdom of the Ancients. 

But when once Misfortune had changed the 
Scene of my Life, and inſtead of the Honour- 
able Poſt I had in the Grand Signior's Service, 
Fate had render me a Miſerable Abject 
S/avein Sicily ; | began to grow very Thought- 
ful and Penhive- The Continual Drudgery 
and Labour I underwent, ſoon mortifked my 
Former Paſſions, and weaned me from all 
Hopes of Worldly Honour. And the Cruel 
Stripes I daily receiv'd from that Barbaroms 
Infidel, my Maſter, fo broke my Spirits, that 
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 Servitude became Familiar to me; and de- 
ſpairing to be Happy in this World, I was 

only Ambitious to be Wiſe. | 
' I egrew very Contemplative: And having 
acquainted my ſelf with an honeſt Carpenter 
in the Town where we lived, who had a great 
many Fooks in's Cuſtody, he lent me ſeveral 
Choice Treati/es; and I borrowed all the 
Hours I could from Sleep, to peruſe rhem 
with Attention and Profit. That Carpenter 
pity'd my Condition, and did me many Good 
Offices of Friendſhip, without other Hopes 
of Reward, ſave what he expected from God, 
By his Means, I contracted a Familiarity with 
Two or Three Learned Men, who ſpared no 
Pains to Inſtruct me in the Romas and Anci- 
ent Greek Languages, as allo in the Principles 
of Philoſophy. My 7dafſter often beat me for 
this, attributing the NegleCt of his Buſineſs, to 
my Zooki/hneſs (as he called it) and keeping 
the Prieſts Company. But all his Severity, 
could not abate my Ardent Thir/t after 
Knowledge. I Riill continued Studying at cer- 
tain Seaſons, till the Happy Hour of my Ke- 
demption ; and then I frequented the Acade- 
mies, Ever ſince which Time, I have negleCt- 
ed no Opportunities of Improving my Rea- 
fon: Yet find my felf at this Day, much in 
the Dark, There appears no Certainty, in 
any Science but the /fathematicks. All the 
Reſt are entangled with a Thouſand Contro- 
verfies and Riddles : Which has made me 
turn Sceptick inamoſt Things. Only I retain 
an Inviolable Faith for the Alcoran, —m—— 
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Book of Prophetics Dotrines and Traditions. 
Next to thele, 1 pay a Protound Reſpect to 
the /;1i1:ngs of Porphyry the Philoſupber, who 
ſeems to approach neareſt to Rea/on of all the 
Ancient Szges. His True Name was the fame 
as thine { elec) which thou knowett, in 
the Syriack fignihes | King. } Whence his Ti#- 
tor Longines taking Occahon from the Uſual 
Colour of R:al Robes; called him Porphyrizes, 
which 1n the Greek fhgnifes, One clad in Par 
ple. He was born at Thre, the Metropoles of 
the Ancient P:&nicians. His Peaigree was 
Noble, and his Education Generons. Nature 
allo had tormed him for a Szege, and Fortexe 
favoured him with Advantages enopgh. For 
beſides his Firſt T#tor, whom I have already 

entivned (who was the Greateſt Gramma- 
rian and Orator of his Time; ) Porphyry went 
to Rome, where he gained the Friendſhip of 
Plotinus : And that Philoſopher accompliſhed 


him in the Perfection of all Science. So that 3 


he had Power over the Demons, and expel- 
led the Genizs Atan, which Infeſted certain 
Baths in Rome. In a Word, his Dottrines 
appeared Divine,and his Aftions more than Hu- 
mane. Yet he himſelf before his Death, pub- 
liſh'd a Reverſe of his Former Mritings : 
Which 1s a ſufficient Argument, That there is 
no Stability in the Thoughts of Mortals. 

Therefore, fince the Wiſe(t of Men contra- 
dit themſelves and turn Scepricks, tell me, 
O Oracle of the Age, Why may not I ? 


Paris, 13th. of the 8th» Acorn, 
of the Tear 1658. P4 LET- 
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LETTER X. 
To Murat, Baſla. 


"J's has been ſomething lately tranſ- 
acted between the French and the Er- 
e//þ, which ſeems a Myſtery, No body here 
underſtands the Meaning ot it, but the very 
Privads's of the Cabinet: Yet every one 
guefles, 'tis a Ferch of 1azarini's Wit. That 
Aniſter has more Meanders in his Brains, 
than an Old Tzrki/p Gameſter at Che/s; who 
foreſces no leſs than Ni»e Unavoidable Con- 
ſequences, before he makes One bold Motion: 
And, to be ſure, the laſt ſhall be to his own 
Advantage. In a Word, Dankirk, the Strong- 
eſt and moſt Important Sea-Zown of all 
the eſt, 1s ſurrendered by the Spaniards 
to the French; and by theſe, as an Earneſt 
of Friendſhip, is put into the Hands of the 
Engliſh. 

The little Polit1c5ans of the City, areamaz'd 
at it; and the Greateſt /Machiamils of the 
Court, either cannot, or will not inform 'em 
of the True Secret. 

You ſhall ſee Twoor Three Grave Citizens, 
brooding Thoughts together over a Box of 
Polvita, and ſneezing out their Sentiments, 
without Reſerve. Yet after all their Wiſe 
Conſult, they part as great Fools as they met, 
and only ſatisfy themſelves, with NE 
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Wiſdom to each other, at the laſt Cones; 
wherein is comprehended, the Whole Sobem 
of the Politicks. 

It was generally thought to be ſome Ex- 
traordinary Overture this Court would make 
to the Eng/:;/p, when a little before rhe Sur- 
reader of Dunkirk, the Date of Crequi, Firſt 
Gentlemas of the Bed-Chamber, and /onſrenr 
Maicini, the Cardinal's Nephew, were ſent 
with a Splendid Retinue of French Nobles to 
England. Every Body gueſsd, foie Surpri- 
zing Action would follow ; and that it mult 
nezds be a Myſtery of Grand Importance, 
which could not bz truſted to Perſons of leſs 
Note than the Two Chief Favonrires of the 
Carainal Miniſter. And now 'tis come our, 
they know not what to make on't. Neither 
can I poſſibly learn as yet, the true Reaſon of 
putting the Engii/h in Poſleflion of ſuch a 
Town as this, which commands all the Nor- 
thern Seas, and has colt ſo much Sweat and 
Blood to rake from the Spanmaras. I have 
ſet Oſmin the Dwarf to Work, and laid 
Traps to get the Secret from ſeveral other 
Conrtiers. But, I mightas well haveattemp- 
ted to find out the Body of Afoſes, which 
caus'd a Quarrel between Afichae! and the 
Devil. Time perhaps will diſcover the Secrer. 
And [ dare at preſent conclude, that the Er- 
gliſh are the only Nation in Exrope, whole 
Friendſhip the French think worth Courting. 

The King has been very lil of a Fever, and 
in great Danger of his Life : But is now re- 
covered again ; which occaſions —_" 
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of Real Joy among his Friends and Loyal 
Subjeits. * As for the Reſt, they know how 
to counterfeit. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell thee, that the 
Spaniards endeavouring, to relieve Danksre, 
were encountered by the French, and Routed : 
About Two Thouſand of their Men being 
killed, and as many taken Priſoners. 

Sage Baſſa, the Succeſſes of this Aſerarch 
are (o Conſtant, that they have given Birth 
toa Proverb : For when they would encou- 
rage any Man's Hopes, or make a {trong Al- 
ſeveration, they ulually fay, As ſure as the 
Great Lewis will get a Town or Two in Flan- 
ders this Campagne. 

Mareſchal Turenne is a Brave General, and 
the French Viftories are in a great Meaſure 
- owing to his Conduct. He 1s very Expedi- 
tious 1n his Undertakings. There were bur a 
tew Days between the Surrender of Dunkirk, 
and his taking of Bergen, Farnes and Dix- 
mude ; Three ſtrong Fortreſſes in Flanders. 
And, 'tis thought, 'twill not be long before 
he takes others. 

The French King, is in a Fair Way to the 
Empire of the Veſt. But this will not be for 
the Intereſt of the Grand Signior. For, then 
he will have a New Enemy, ot an Old Friend, 
and one more Potent than he had before. Yet, 
Deſt my over-rules All Things: 


Paris, 13th. of the 8th. Icon, 
of the Tear 1658. 
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LETIER XL 


To Mahammed, the Eremit of 
Mount Uriel zz Arabia. 


|| Have ofren troubld thee with Importu- 
nate Addreſles, O Matchleſs Mortal ; Per- 
mit me once more to unboſora my Thoughts, 
as to my Confeſſor, or rather as to an Oracle, 
Surely, this Hour the S$:ars of my Nats- 
vity ſuffer a Mighty Change. I ſeem to my 
ſelf, like one newly awak'd out of a deep 
Sleep, or from the Deluſtons of 'a lon 
Dream: For, ſo methinks, have my Pal 
Years gone away like a Night, wherein my 
Labouring Spirit has encounter'd with No- 
thing but Phantaſms, Viſrens and Darkneſs. 
My /»fant Days I efteem the molt Happy, 
when my Ignorance of Vice had greater In- 
fluence on my Actions, and preſervd me more 
tree from Blemiſh, than cou'd afterwards all 
my Acquird Knowledge of the Precepts and 
Maxims of Vertue. For no fooner was I en- 
join'd the Study of Morality, and taught to 
diſtinguiſh between Good and Ew, but my 
Curioſity prompted me to examine the Na- 
ture of the Zatrer, more cloſely than by bare 
Speculation. I found my ſelf more Forcibly 
carry daway by a Secret Pleaſure,to make Ex- 
periment of what was Forbidden, than to pra- 


Gtifſe what was Commazaead:. So prone is Man 
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to be jealous of his T#tors, and to ſuſpe&t 
| thoſe Laws as Impoſitions, which put a Re- 
ſtraint on his Native Liberty. 

"Beſides this, there are certain Genial Incli- 
nations in every Mortal, which the Tonge/?, 
and he that is in his Nonage, thinks he has as 
much right to gratify, as the 1/e/# Sentor. 
Nor can any Reaſor-eafily perſuade him to 
part with this Privilege, but under the Nction 
of being highly wrong'd ; fince every Man 
Naturally places his Intereſt and Happineſs, 
in purſuing the Motions of his own Will. 

'Tis true, I never was prone to any Enor- 
mous /7ces, or ſuch as for their Singularity, 
woud make the moſt harden'd LZibertine 
bluſh, did he practiſe them to the Knowledge 
of Men. 

I ever had an Unconquerable Abhorrence 
for thoſe Specifick Atts of Laſciviouſnels, 
which ought not to be nam'd, and whoſe very 
1dea makes the Thought recoil: Yet am Natu- 
rally Amorous, and cannot but pay ro Beau- 
ty, the Sentiments and Paſſions which are 
due from P/atenick Love. I admire Symme- 
try and Elegance, where-ever I diſcern them ; 
and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together, 
on a Flower, a Tree, or a Peacock. Tam En- 
amour'd with the Brightneſs of the Sun; and 
like another Endymion, I languiſh for a more 
Intimate Acquaintance wwh the Joon. The 
Leſkr Beauties of the Night, the Stars, en- 
flame me-with a Thouſand Paſſions. I make 
my Court to the Whole Hoaſt of Heaven, 
yet I hope commit no /av/ary, In fine, Iam 

in 
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in Love with the Vniver/e;. and die hourly, 
when I contemplate the Glory of that Trax. 
ſcendent Eſſence, which is the Root and Source 
of All Things. 

Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming a 1/- 
/*lman, But I have alſo ſome Emotions for 
Beauriful Women, more Violent than all the 
Reſt, morg Dangerous and Fatal. Tell me, 
O Pious Sylvar, how I ſhall gratify my Love, 
without offending Virtue, or the Gravity of 
a Man ? 

Theſe Creatures ſeem to be Created for ouc 
Perplexity; fincea Man can neither well be 
Happy with, or without 'em-. They are Per- 
fe Riddles: And to love 'em, or hate 'em 
too much, is an Equal Soleciſm, 'Twere a 
Queftion worthy of a —_— Whether 
this Sex, among all the Neceflary Good Offi- 
ces they do us,were not ſent into the World as 


Spies and Trepans,to obſerve our Counſelsand - -./| 


Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, 
Flatteries with Reproaches, Sullenneſs with 
more Obliging Favours; to keep us ina Per- 
petual Maze and Labyrinth, leſt the Afſpi- 
ring Wit of Men ſhou'd, if left to themſelves, 
attempt ſomething more Audacious than the 
Poets feign of the S-ns of Titan, or the Writ- 
ten Law Records of Nimrod and his Compa- 
nions, who built the Tower of Babel. 

But, whether they be Spies, or Faithful 
Aſſiſtants, Enemies or Frienas, [I tell thee 
plainly, I have not been able to forbear Lo- 
ving 'em excethvely. And this is Part of the 
Dream or Trance, out of which I am juſt now 
Awak'd- Another 
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Another Scene, is that of Honowr. This 
is a Phantome alſo, a mere Vapour, a Sha- 
dow. Lnever hunted after Glory, nor court- 
ed Popular Applauſe. Yet being entruſted 
with the Sublime Secrets, and commanded to - 
ſerve the Grand Stignior in this Station,l wou'd 
tain it my ſelf without Diſgrace. Nay, 
like » a Mortals in ſuch a Poff, I wou'd 
willingly have the Smiles of my Sovereign, 
and the Carefſes of the Happy Afim/ters who 
ſerve him, if it ſhall be my Lot ever to return 
to: the Serag/io, Nothing appears to me more 
Terrible, than at ſuch a Time to encounter 
with Rugged, Furrow'd Viſages, or Cold 
and Faint Embraces of my Fe{ow- Slaves. 

This puts me upon a Thouſand Inquie- 
tudes; makes me {wear to Contradictions ; 
utter Lyes and Blaſphemies, which would 
turn the Devi! to a Saint for Fear. In a 
- Word, I ſtumble at no Vice or Immorality, 
which may promote the Caxſe 1 am engag'd 
in. Andall this for the Sake of a Fair Cha- 
rafter at the Port: Whiltt I'm cajoling my 
{elf as well as others with a Periuation,that 'ris 
only on the Score of Honeſty, and to acquit 
my ſelf a Good Man. Thus, I purtue a Blaſt, 
a Bubble, the /dea of Nothing, mere Vanity 
and an Empty Dream. And 'tis harder for 
me to ſhake off this Enchantment, than that 
of Love. 

Yet, all this while, I have not taken the 
French Method to gain Honour. I never was 
Guilty of Opprefſion and Cruelty, nor bath'd 
my Hands iz Human Blood, No #1idow or 
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Orphax mourns for what I've taken from 'em, 
Nor did I ever Dragoon any Body into Com- 
pliance with Reaſon. All the Parts I've 
Adted in this Nature, were Defenſive ; Pure 
Efforts of Self- Preſervation: Which, thou 
know'lt, is a Principle Natural to all Men, 
and even to the Worms of the Earth. Theſe 
Lirrle Reptiles, when they re trampl'd on, 
will rurn again» And nothing more do I, un- 
leſs in the Sz/tan's Cauſe. 

This puts mein Mind of my Zztegrity: For, 
I muſt tell thee my Virtues as well as m 
Vices- Neither Arabia, nor all the Eaft, 
have ever brought forth a Man more true 
to his Truſt, than Honeſt Loyal Adahmar. 
I will for ever boaſt of this, in an Age fo full 
of Treachery. This alone will carry me 
ſafe tro Paradiſe, in Spight of all the Aol- 
lahs, As for the Reſt, they're only Venial 
Sins, eaſily dropt off on the Bridge of Tryal- 
And ſolong as no Body can fay, I ve betray'd 
my AAaſter's Secrets, Im ſafe as an Angel 
that is not oblig'd to ſtand Sentinel at þ. 
Loweſt Poſt of Heaven: For, there he's 
within Gun-ſhot of the Dew. 

Juſt as I drew my Pen from that Word, a 
ſuddain Noiſe in the Streets call d me to the 
Window. Where turning my Eyes from 
the Earth to the Adoon and Stars (for 'twas a 
very ferene Sky) I obſerv'd a ſmall ſwift 
Cloud to glide along from South to North, 
muck in Appearance like a Bale of $:/k. It 
cleft the Element like a Sly Arab Thief, that 
{wims for Booty on the River Tigris, Won- 


dring 


323 Letters Writ by Vol. V. 


dring at this, when all the Firmament was 
Clear, and not another Cloud above the Ho. 
riz0n; I ſoon concluded, 'T was the Chariot 
of ſome- Airy God, a Mercury or Meſſen- 
ger, ſent with ſpeedy News, to the High 
Lords, Commanders of the Artick Regions ; 
to bid em be upon their Guard, or ſome ſuch 
weighty Matter. Perhaps, thought I, a Yar 
15 commenc'd between the Sp:rits of the Poles. 
Cr, it may be, King alus has ſent a 
Summons to the Northern Winds, being re- 
ſolv'd toplay ſome Royal Pneumatick Freaks 
upon the Sea. 

In good Earneſt, it made me retlect on our 
Ienorance of the Laws and Conſt itations of the 
Elements. It put me in Mind of the Fogs 
and Miſts, which ſometimes envelop the 
Globe in Darkneſs; on Purpoſe, for ought 
we know, to hinder us from-ſeeinz what is 
tranſacting at ſuch Seaſons in the Higher Re- 
Lions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe Sere- 
ner Traits, may then be Frolicking in YVi/zb/e 
Forms, Celebrating Solemn Feſtivals, and 
kindling all the Meteors of the Upper Welkin, 
as Natural Fire-Works and 1laminations, not 
fit for Mortalsto bzhold, left we ſhou'd learn 
too much, and grow as Wiſe as they. How- 
ever, 1t made me very Contemplartive, to ſee 
a ſingle Solitary Cloud thus glide along the 
Air: And I cou'd have wiſkhd for Wings to 
purſue its Motions, becauſe the Appearance was 
not Coinmon. 

Thou that haſt meaſur'd the whole Frame 


of Natzre, and taken the True Dimenſions 
of 
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of the World; that haſt penetrated into the 
Secrets of the Elements, and art always buſy'd 
in the moſt Sage and Solid Scrutinies; wilt 
{mile at the Vanity of Common Morta's, 
ſuch as I, who when we are Linintelligible to 
our ſelves, yet preſume to comprehend the 
Ways of the Omnipotent, who is Perfett in 
Knowleage. 

As for me, who have ftudy'd in the Aca- 
demies, and read Ariſtotle, Avicen, Phtinas, 
Averroes, with other Philoſophers; I eſteem 
my ſelf ſtill but-at the Botrom of Plato's 
Cave, Converſing with Shadows, miſtaken 
in every Thing, but the 1dea of thy Santtity 
and Immenſe Wiſdom, which is Imprinted on 
my Soul, as thoſe which the Philoſophers call 
_=- Principles, becauſe they are Self- Evi- 

ent. 

I defign'd to have ſaid more to thee; but a 
ſudden Indiſpofition and Extreme Faintneſs, 
has taken away my Spirits. My Limbs trem- 
ble, my Head is giddy, my Heart fails me- 
In a Word, I ſeem like one between a 4r- 
tal and a Ghoſt. 


Paris, 29th. of the 8th, oor, 
of the Tear 1658. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


To Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, 
Baſla. 


HY Sur-Name argues thee a Favoxrite 

at the Seragiio: And for that Rea- 
fon, I know, thou art accuſtom'd to re- 
ceive Infinite Submiſſions and Flatteries- But 
I muſt be as blunt with thee, as I was with 
the New Afafti, when I Congratulated his 
Acceſſion to the Chief Patriarchate, I rold 
that Prince of the I4uſ[ulman Prelates, that I 
had no Encouragement to welcome him to a 
Digmty, which though in it ſelf Sacred and 
Inviolable, yet cou'd not ſecure him from the 
Perſecutions of Popular Envy, any more 
than it did his Predeceſſor- And the fame I 
mult fay to thee. 

Darniſh Mehemet, Baſſa, is falna Vitim 
to the Rage of the altitude; and thou haſt 
got his Seat on the Bench. May'ſt thou en- 
Joy it long, and never be ob out of thy 
Honour and Life as he was Some Years ago, 
he forbad me to write any more to him- 
What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire. However, I obey'd his 
Injunction; being Indifferent to whom I ſend 
my Intelligence, provided I do the Grand 
Signior any Servicee For, to that End am I 


plac'd here. 
Tllaſtrions 


| 
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1llaſtrions Baſſa, I ſhall now acquaint thee 
with Two the moſt Principal Points of News 
ſtirring in Exrope. One is, the Eleftion of 
Leopoldns Ignatins Joſephus, King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, to the German Empire. They 
bave been canvaſing this Buſineſs Eleven 
Moons, And at lait the Auſtrian Faction 
carried it. This was done on the 8th. of the 
7th. Moon. And he was ſolemnly Crown'd on 
the 22d. of the ſame. This has height'ned the 
Quarrel between the Dxke of Bavaria, and 
the Prince Palatine. The Latter was fo far 
tranſported with Paſſion at the Diet of Frank- 
ford, that he threw a Standiſh of Ink at the 
Bavarian Embaſſador : Which is reſented as 
an Unpardonable Aﬀeront. And the Dxke is 
marching with an Army to revenge it, or de- 
mand Satisfation. The Eleftor of MMentz 
bas deny*d him Paſſage through his Primcs- 
pality, And they are all like to be embroil'd 
in a Civil War about it» This is no bad 
News for the 1fuſſulmans. 

Bur, that which makes yet a greater Noiſe, 
is the Death of Oliver, the Proteffor of the 
Ergliſh Commonwealth; who whilſt Living, 
was the Terror of all Zxrope. The Superſt:- 
2104s, and ſuch as regard Signs, fay, This was 
preſag'd Three Moons ago, when a Great 
Whale, Nine Times as long as a tall Man, was 
taken in a River of England, near the Capi- 
tal City Forty Miles from the Sea. I know 
not whether theſe Kind of Obſervations are 
worthy of Credit. Yet, it ſeems, the Annals 
of that Nation take Notice, That rhe _ 

uſua 
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uſual Appearance of a Whale ſo far within 
Land, hasalways Prognofticated ſome Migh- 
ty Change. Perhaps, the Fate of /ls/trioms 
Perſonages, affefts Natare with a more than 
ordinary Paſſion, puts the Elements into a 
_— and Inſpires the Brates with Sym- 
Parny. 

We are aflurd, that on the Day of this 
Prince's Death, and at the very Hour of his 
Departure, there was fo Violent a Tempeft 
of Wind, Rain, Hail, Thunder and Light- 
ning, as-had never been known by any Man 
then alive-in that Natiov. Which ſome In- 
terpreted to his Diſhonour, as if be were a 
Atagician, or at leaſt a very Wicked Man: 
And that this Hurricane was rais d by the De- 
v1/s, who tranſported his Soul ro Hell, Whilft 
others affirm'd this Mix'd Storm, to be only 
the Sg hs and Tears of Nature, the Alournful 
Paſſions of the Guardian Spirits of England, 
for the Loſs of ſo Great and Fortunate a Heyo: 
And that the very [nanimate Beings Condol'd 
his Death. As for me, I look on all theſe 
Things as pure Accidents, the Effets of 
Chance. TI have an Equal Opinion of another 
Circumſtance,much obferv'd both by his Ene- 
mies and Friends; That he died on the ſame 
Day, whereon he had formerly gain'd ſome 
Notable Victories: The One deſcanting on 
this to his Reproach, the Other drawing from 
it. Arguments of Honour. 'Tis difficult to 
ſay any Thing of him, without appearing 
Partial. He had Great Vertxzes, and no Leſs 


Vices. He was a Valiant General, and wiſe 
States- 
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Stateſman : Yet a Trayter to his Sovereign. 
As for Rel:grox, though he proteſs'd himſelf a 
Zealot,yet-tis tkought;he was as Indifferent as 
other Princes; who tor Reaſons of State,and to 
leaſe their People, make a Shew of Piety, 
ut in their Hearts Adore no other Gods but 
Fortune and Vittory. 

He was eſteem'd one of the Greateſt Potzts- 
cians of this Age ; and none cou'd match him 
but /fazarins. Yet I cannot but ſmile 
whenI call to Mind, how both theſe Eminent 
Stateſmen were cheated this Year, by Two or. 
Three Fagirives. 

A certain French Captain nam d Gentilet, 
that had ſerv'd under the States of Holland'in 
the Wars, and on that Account had often 
paſs d through the Sea-Zowns in Flanders; 
obſerv'd a Weakneſs in one Part of the Walls 
of Oſtend, by which the Town mighty eafily 
be ſurpriz'd- At his Return to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarini with this; and 
gave him ſo great Encouragement, that the 
Carainal reſolv'd to try ſome Stratagew in 
Order to gain that Important Place, without 
the Coſt and Hazards of a Formal Siege. 

To this End, he commands Gerti/et to ſeek 
out ſome Perſons fit to be engag'd in the Plot: 
Men of Reſolution, Conduct ard Secrecy- 
This Captain therefore knowing Two or 
Three Fagitives in Paris, who were forc'd to 
fly out of Flanders to fave their Lives, having 
committed Murders, and other Crimes againit 
the Spaniſh Government; breaks the Buſinels 
to them, promiſing Mountains of Go/d, if they 
wou d afliſt in carrying it on. They 
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They ſeem'd to embrace his Propoſals with 
Abundance of Readineſs, and were intro- 
duc'd into the Cardinals Cabinet, Where 
that 241:/ter being ſatisfy d in their Chara» 
Qeers, and the Offers they made to ſerve him 
in this Afﬀair; ſeconded the Promiſes which 
Gentilot had made 'em, with many Addi- 
tional Encouragements. In a Word, they 
conſulted together frequently; were late eve- 
ry Night in the Cardinals Lodgings: And at 
laſt,having adjuſted all the Neceſſary Meaſures 
that were to be taken; the Fagitives were 
diſpatch'd away into England, with Letters 
from MMazarins to Oliver, the Engliſh Pro- 
teffor. Wherein he acquainted him with the 
Defign, requiring the Aſſiſtance of ſome Ex- 
gli/þ Ships to tranſport Men into the Haven 
of Oſtend. p 

Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with 
a Reſolution to put a Trick both on the Car- 
dinal and the Protettor; and by doing their 
Country ſo Conſiderable a Service as the ſaving 
this Town, to merit a Repeal of the Sentence 
pronounc'd againſt 'em, that ſo they might 
return Home in Peace, and enjoy their Eſtates 
and Native Liberty. 

Oliver receivd 'em very kindly, and em- 
brac'd the Motion with ſome Warmth. But 


upon Second Thoughts, try'd to out-bribe 


Maxzarini, and hire theſe Perſons for himſelf. 
Oftend was too {weet-a Bait in his Eye, to let 
it ſo tamely fall into the Hands of the French, 
for Want of a few larger Promiſes, and Offers 


of Gold. Wherefore he ply'd theſe Agents 
brikly 


, 


' 
, 
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" briskly withall the EffeRtual Oratorhecould, 


to win 'em over to his own _—_ Intereſt; 
engaging to beſtow Great Preſerments on em 
in England, with Two Hundred Thouſand 
_ as ſoon as the Buſineſs was accom- 
ſhed. 

_ The Three Fl/emngs defired no better Sport, 
chan thus to cajole Two the Ableſt Stateſmen 
in Exrope. They poſlefled Oliver with an 
Entire Belief of their Zea/ and Fidelity in his 
Service: And it was agree'd on between 'em, 
To hold M4azarim in Play, and that Olver 
ſhould ſend him an Anſwer, refuſing to med- 
dle in an [trigxe which ſeemed to carry fo 
little Probability of Succeſs. . 

From England theſe Agents paſſed over in- 
to Zealand, It having been fo concluded 
before they parted from Carainal Mazarint ; 
that ſo they might there gain more Contede- 
rates, and lay all the Neceflary Trains to 
bring this /»trigze to the defired Iflue. Bur, 
Inſtead of doing either the Protettor or Car- 
dinal Mazarint this Service, they went im- 
mediately,and revealed the whole Secret tothe 
Governor of Flanders. 

He having duly examined all Circumfſtan- 
ces, and bein itivfied in the Truth of their 
Relations, and in their Loyalty to the King 
vt Spain ; commanded them to in 
deluding both the French and the Engliſh, as 
long as they could, with fair Ho —_ 
pliſhing their Aims. Whilſt Crank Care 
to ſecure Oftend, and other Parts of Flanders, 
from all Attempts of this Nature 

In 
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In fine, the Protefor falling off again, be- 
ing frighted by Cardinal Mazarini's Threats, 
who had diſcover'd his Under-Hand Dea- 


ling ; theſe Agents applied themſelves cloſe _ 


to the French, who were now made ſo much 
more Eager, by Ol:ver's Defign to Interlope 
'em. They ſpun out the /ntrigxe (everal 
Aoons, brought the French King to fign Ar- 
ticles, and to paſs his Word for the Payment 
of near a Million of Gold; cajol'd his General 
in Flaxaers, and at one Time made him be- 
lieve, *Twas his Intereſt to lie {ti]l for Six 
VVeeks together, when all the VVorld ex- 
pected he would purſue his Conque/ts in that 
Province. At another Time, cauſed him to 
march with ſo much Precipitation, when the 
VVays were Unpaſiable, that he was forced to 
leave moſt of his Cannon, and a Thouſand 
VVagegons plunged in the deep Roads; with 
the Loſs of Three Thouſand Men, who were 
either drown'd or ſtarv'd : And all this for 
the Sake of gaining Offend. VVhen atter all, 
they were not only cheated of their Hopes in 
that Point, but moſt ſhametully expoſed to 
the Derihon and Contempt of all Earepe- 
For Cardinal Mazarizxi repoſed an Entire 
Confidence in the Fidelity of his Flemiſh A- 
gents. So that whatſoever they propoſed, as 
an Expedient to compaſs the Deſign, was a 
Law- Henceit was, that the French General 
in Flanders received Expreſs Orders to em- 
barque part of his Army on certain Veſlels 
that lay before Dunkirk, and on a perfixed 


Day to fail into the Haven of Oſterd, there 
r0 
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to Land his Men, and take Pofſefhon of the 
Town, in the Name of his aſter : Being 
made to believe, That the Gates would be 
opened to him, and that the Spani;/> Garriſon 
ſhould march out in his Sight. 

All this was carried on with ſo much Ar- 
tifice and Subtle Management, that when he 
entered the Haven with Ten Veſlels, he 
thought himſelf ſecure of the P/ace: Yet no 
ſooner Landed his Men to the Number of 
Fifteen Hundred, but they thund'red upon 
them fuch Volleys of Great and Small 
Shot from the Walls, that Two Hundred of 
them feH immediately, as many threw 
down their Arms, and the C:r:2es making a 
Vigorous Sally, the Reſt were either Kill'd or 
taken Priſoners, he himſelf not eſcaping that 
Misforrune. 

By this thou mayeſt diſcern, how eaſy 'tis 
for an Agent of any Prince, to embaraſs his 
Maſter's Aﬀairs : And, that a Pabhch Ain 
fter can never commit a greater or more dan- 
perous Error, than in being too Credulous. 

Serene Baſſa, let not Mahmut's Name 
ſound harſh at the Port, nor his Honour be 
traduced by Sycophants : Since his Zoalty is 
Proof againſt all Temptations ; And this the 
Miniſters of the Divan know by Twenty 
Years Experience. 


Paris, 5th. of the roth» Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1658. 


Q LE Ts» 
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LETTER RQIIL. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter | 
of -the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms 
at Conſtantinople, 


I Have receiv'd a Diſpatch from our Couſmn 

1ſonf. He has been in a Cold Region, with- | 
in the Artic> Circle, but now is at Stockholm 
in Sxedex. The Parts he has viſted, are the 
Farthermoſt 7ratts of our Continent to the 
North, They may be call'd, The Territories 
of Nieht and Darkneſs : For they have but 
One Day in a Whole Tear. The Sun appears 
bat Once above their Hori20», during his Av- 
»1al Progreſs through the Zodiack, Yet, he 
makes them amends by the long continued 
Light he affords them at that Seaſon: For, 
that One Day is, without the Afracle of Jo- 
/h1a, prolong'd the Space of Four, Five, or 
Six Aons, according .to the Proportionate 
Diſtance of each Coxmtry from the Pole. 

Tſouf relates Strange Things of thoſe Dark, 
Cormtries, and ſuch as feem almoſt to ſurpaſs 
Credit, were they not confirm'd by very Grave 
and Learned Writers. He fays, that in ſome | 
Parts of Norway, no Tree is to be ſeen, by 
Reaſon of the Violent Force of the Winds, 
which blow down all before 'em, carrying a- 
way even the Roots of Houſes, and ſcattering 
them at a great Diſtance» So that as Inha- 

. 1tants 
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bitants are forced to dwellin Dens and Caves, 
and burn the Bones of Fiſhes, for want of 
better Fuel: Since it is Impoſſible for any 
Plant to grow in thoſe Parts. Neither can 
Men travel ſafely on Horſes or a-foot, art 
certain Tempeſtuous Seaſorrs. For, the Wind 
will either throw both Horſe and Man to thg 
Ground, or catch 'em up into the Air. 

But when he deſcribes the Horrible Ce/deſs 
of theſe Regions, the very 1aea of it is enough 
to make one quake. He ſays, Cold is an 
Active Quality, and Reigns under the North 
Pele, as in its / nm Kingaom or Centre, from 
whence it darts its Freezing: Rays through the 
Earth. Yer, others are of Opinton, that Co/a 
is only a Privation of Heat, a bare Paſſive 


- Diſpoſition of the Elements; and theretore 


more . Senfibly felt in thoſe Chwates that are 
farthelt from the Warm Influences of the Sun, 
whoſe Beams give Life and Vigor to All 
Things» Be it how it will, its EfteRs are 
very Remarkable in thoſe Northern Regions, 
All the Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there, are 
frozen up during the Winter. Men; Horſes, 
Waggons, Coaches, and even whole Arguics 
paſs as commonly over the 1ce, as before Ships 
failed there, or as we travel o'er the Firm 
Land. And laſt Winter, the Baltick Sea was 
the Road of ce, over which the King of Sye- 
den marched with his Army of Horſe and 
Foot into Zealand, to proſecute the Yr 
in thoſe Parts. They alſo raiſe Strong Forts 


'of Sow, able to ſuſtain the Battery of But. 


lets and Engines of War, with all the Vi- 
Q 2 olence 
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olence of - the 'Fierceſt Aſſaults. They 
"build Carvanſera's on the Frozen Seas and. 
'Lakes, ' for the Convenience of Travellers; 
arid ſet up Branches of Firr or Juniper, as 
*Marks- to diſtinguiſh the Holes and Fiſlures 
of the Te, from that which- is ſolid ang #- 
cure: For there are High-Ways on thoſe Con- 
. gealed Waters; and Offer appointed to ſur- 
vey them, and take all Neceſſary Orders for 
the Security of Tzavellers. And ſometimes 
they fight Pirtch'a Battles on the Frozen Ele« 
ment 
Our Kinſman alſo has made Curious Re- * 
marks on the 7inmphal Obelichs, and Fune- 
ral Monuments of Ancient Hero's among the 
Goths and Szedes : For thoſe Nations boaſt 
of Giants and Famous Warrionurs, Theſe . 
Monuments, tho' of Stone, and Exquiſitely 
Shaped, yet were never cut by the Hand of 
Man ; but are as ſo many Splinters of Rocks 
and Mountains, torn from the Main Body 
by the Violence of Earthquakes, Thunders, 
or the like Motions of Natzwre; And falling 
down in the Forms of Pyramids, and other 
Artificial Figures, were of Old ſet up by 
the Graves of Giants and other Renowned Per- 
ſons. Having alſo I»ſcriptions on them, fig- 
nifying the Particular Hero who there lies bu- 
ried: Such as theſe, 


I Uffo, 
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I Utto, Fighting in Defence of my 
Country, with my Own Hana 
KulFd Thirty Two Giants : And 
at laſt being Kyjlld by the Giant 
Rolvo, my Boay lies here. 


And, 


I [ngolvas that Subdu'd all Oppreſ- 
ſors, and defended the Poor and 
Weak ; Now grown Old, Poor 
and Weak my ſelf; yet having 
my Sword girt to my Thigh, 
am forc'd to yield to Death 
(who Conquers All Things) aud 
to go down into this Sepulchre, 
which I prepar'd for my Lalt 
Retreat. 


It ſeems; there are Infinite Numbers of 
theſe Tombs all over the Defarts, Mountains, 
and Vallies of the North. Which is an Ar- 
gument, That however Contemptible theſe 
People may ſeem to the True Believers ; 
Yet they have not been wanting in Vali- 
ant Men and Hero's. Doubtleſs, God has 
diſpens'd his Vertuzs and Graces to Men of 


Q 3 all 
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all Natizzs : He is not Partial in his Gifts, 
We ought to Praiſe him in the Beginning 
and End. of all Our Actions. And it we 
contemplate his Honour in the Middle of 
our Afairs, we ſhall not do amiſs; Since, 
as he is the Firſf and the Laſt of the 
TOmverſe, fo he is the Center of Every 
Thing. 

I had not theſe Relations only from 1/7#f, 
but -out of the Hi/torians themſelves, who 
write of theſe Corntries : Yet our - Kinſ- 
man mforms me of Some Things, which 
are omitted by thoſe Author; Every Tr4- 
velker 1s Singular in his Obſervations : For, 
all Meh have not the ſame Genizs And 
thy Joxrnal of the Eaff, abounds with Re- 
marks which are not common in other 

Writers, 

Brother, if I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, 
+ wh 7 Imitation ; but purſue the 
Ii&ates of thy own Sence, and the Peculiar 
Bent of thy Sox/. For whatever is forced and 
afteted, is Nauſeous, 


Paris, 16th. of the 12th. Afoor, 
of the Fear 1658. 


LETTER 


\ 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, «a Merchant 
in Venice. 


HE Kaimacham has informed me, that 

thou art appointed to ſucceed Adonas the 
Jew, in /taly, He has alſo acquainted me 
with other Matters relating to thy Charge» E 
am glad they have found out a AMuſſulmaen 
Capable of that —_—_ Truſt; and that 
we ſhall not always ftand in Need of Jews to 
ſerve the Grand Sigmor, Emperor of the Faith- 


fel. Tho' ſome of that Nation are very Ho- 


neſt and Loyal ; yet 'ris better to be without 


em. | 

Thow and I, are Strangers to each other : 
But 'tis Neceſſary for us to be ſpeedily ac- 
quainted,and hold a Mutual Intimacy by Let- 
ters; that ſo we may ſerve our Great Ma. 
fer, without Interfering or Claſhing in our 
Intelligence. I have been here theſe Twenty 
Years, and miade no Falſe Steps in my Sove- 
reign's Buſineſs, whatever I have done in my 
own : Yet have encounter'd a Thouſand Dit- 
ficulties and Perils; ſuffered Impriſonmene 
many Afoons in Pars, for my Fidelity ; 
whilit ray Enemies at nf" fl perle- 
cuted me as a Traytor and an [»fidel. 

'Tis Impoſſible ro avoid theſe Croſles, in 
the Courſe of Humane Life- - They are as 
Q4 Natural 
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Natural as .the Wind or the Rain. All that 
we cando is, by a prudent and dextrous Ma- 
nagement of Contingences, to wind our ſelyes 
out of Trouble as well as we can» And a- 
bove all, rather to be our Own Executio- 
ners, than betray the leaſt Secret committed 
to us, 

I queſtion not, but thou haſt had the ſame 
Inſtruions given thee by the Afiniffers of 
the Happy Port. What I ſay, is only to con- 
firm thee in thy Fidelity and Care. Write to 
me. with the ſame Frankneſs, and let N-- 
thing make thee reſerved to thy Fellow- Slave. 
We are both Followers of the Prophet : We 
Worſhip Gze God after the tame Manner, and. 
Equally reverence the Alcoran. We ſerve 
Oxe Maſter; and tho' in different Srations, 
yet let our AﬀeCtions and Intereſts be United 
as Friends. Let no little narrow Paſſions or 
. Emulartions, corrupt our Integrity ; or. teach 
us. to un- Man our ſelves. 

I know not thy. Original, whether thou 
art of Mahbometan or Chriſtian Parents 
'T would be very Obliging to ſend me a ſhort 
Hiſtory of thy Life, and how thou learned'ſt 
the [alian Tengve : For without that, I judge 
they would not have ſent. thee into that 
Country, 

As for me, I'm an Arabian by Birth, 
brought up inthe Serag/io ; from thence ſent 
to Sea; there taken Captive by the Chri- 
ſtians ; fold in Sicily, where I underwent a te- 
dious Servitude, yet at length gained: my 
Freedom : and. having paſſed through Yari- 

ous 
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ous Fortunes, at laſt was ſent hither, to ob- 
ſerve the Secret Counſels of the Chriſtians, &- 
ſpecially of this Court. 

I now grow Old, having ſeen near _ 
Years. Yet tho' the Strength of my Boay. 
fails, I feel not the leaſt Decay in my Zeal 
for the —_ Faith,or my Maſters Ser- 
vice, I'm ſtill Mahbmut, the Loyal Slave of 
the Port-; and thy Friend, ſo long as thou 
art ſo to thy ſelf. 


Paris, 3oth- of the 1ſt. oor, 
of the Tear 1659. 


ee 


LETTER XYV: 


To the Kaitgacham. 


T- rejoyces me-to hear, that Adonas's Place» 
is ſupplied by a 14rſſulman, in whom the: 
Sublime Port may put more Confidence, than- 
in-any of Jewiſh Race. Twill be an Encou- 
ragement to the Trae Faithful, and a Prece- - 
dent of good Import. For, no Nation love 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on 
Strangers, when his own People are as capa- 


ble of Employment as they» Tis Generally. 


taken as arſ Aﬀront- and Contempt of their 
Abilities or their Vertue, and has often pro- 

duced Ill Conſequences. My ag 
I deny not, but there are many Honeſt and: 
Qs Wil 
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| Wiſe Men- among the Hebrews, Perfons of 
Merit and Honour, fromr whom the $4/:4» 
receives no ſmall Services-. But, this ought 
not to diminiſh che Reputation of thoſe who 
' are of the ſame Faith with their Soverergy. 
Dovubtleſs, Fabia and Tiurky are not barren 
of Good Soldiers, Pradent Stateſmen, and 
Dextrous Mins/ters.. 

I know not the Character of Zeids Alaman- 
2s, whether he be a Natural born Twrk, a 
Tributary Sor of a-Chri/tian, or a Voluntary 
Renegado. However, the Choice that is made 
of him, convinces me, that the Unerring Di- 
vay eſteem him a Man fit for the Buſineſs 
committed to his Charge 

He ought to be pertectly skall'd in alan, 
or at leaſt in-ſome other Language of the Na- 
zAarenes : That fo he may pals the better 
unſuſpected among the People where he re- 
fades, who are mofe Jealous of Strangers, 
than any other Nation in Exrope. "Tis a 
Erime thought worthy of Impriſonmenr, for 
a Venetian to converie with a Foreizner too 
frequently, and in Private : For they are a- 
iraid leſt by that Means, a dangerous Corres» 
fpondence ſhould be eſtabliſhed betwixt ſome 
UL afteted SubjeRts of that Commonwealth, 
and its Enemies : Whereby their Secrets 
may be betray*d, and Meaſures taken to. 
ruine 'em- | 

For this Reaſon alfo, they have forbid: 
Falſe Hair or Perruke; to be worn by any in 
rei Dowinions, leſt this might ſerve as' a 
I1:1guize for Villains and Traytors-. Yet _ 0- 

ng. 
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thing more common in Frexce and other 
Countries of Exrope, than for -Men to wear 
on their Heads, Ornaments of Womens Hair, 
inſtead of their own» 

As to Religion, I believe, they will not 
much trouble him, being no Zealets them- 
ſelves: And provided he does but profeſs 
himſelf a Chriſtian and a Catholick, they'll 
make no farther Inquiſition. 

The {taliars in General, are much like the 
Ancient Romans in their Humaur- Men of 
grave Aﬀpetts, and Carriage, and much more 
compos'd in both than the French, who ap- 
pear Ridiculous through the Levir# of their 
Diſcourſe and Attionss The Former.abound 
in Sage Precepts of Morality, and Polieick 
Aphoriſms, which ſerve as a Rule whereby 
to ſquare the Courſe of thexr Lives : The Lat- 
ter only affe& ſome flaſhy Improvements of - 


Wir and Converſation, ſtudying rather how - 


to pleaſe Women, than Men ; coveting to be 
perfe& in External Accompliſhments, and 
the Graces of the Body, whilſt they flight 
the more valuable Endowments of the Mind- 
In-a Word, they are mere Aper, and 445- 
micks, On the Contrary, the talian: are 
Men of an Awful and Majeſtick Behaviour, 
folid- Judgment, and deep Reach. It you 
ſee them ſmile, you ſhall ſeldom or never hear 
'em laugh: Whereas, the Motion of a Feather 
will fer the French a-Braying like Aſes. 
Fhele will contra&t a Warm Friendſhip with 
any. Man at firſt Interview, beighten it with 


, + Thouſand. Compliments, make him theie - 


Canfeſſor, 


| ſojor, and unboſom all their Secrets. Yet 
Paſſion;--and a Third (ſhall revive! it- again. 
Whereas, thoſe are cautious-and flow in the 
choice:of their Friends; and -when'once that 

Knot is- diffolv'd, 'ris never to be faſten'd 
—ag_n: They are Irreconcilable in their: 4 
Hatred and Revenge- 

But, there are Men to be exceptedin Both 
Nations, who fall not under theſe General 
Charaters. France affords many Wiſe, and 
Learned Perſons ; and [taly, not a few: Fools 
and Ideots. Vertues and Vices are ſtrangely 
mix'd in all People. War, Commerce and 
Travel, with other Humane Occurrences, alter 
Men's Natural Diſpoftions, and give the Lye 
to the Exateſt Obſervations that can be 
made. Beſides, Time changes all Things: 
And the Qualiries which this Age remarks in 
the /ralians, may in the next be transferr'd 
to the French. For, there is no Conſtancy 
m any Thing under the Aeon. 

Zeias will find great Examples of Fruga- 
lity, among the Venetians, in the neceflary 
Expences of their Perſons and Families; Yec 
Abundance of Magnifcence in whatever re- 
lates to the Pablick, which the Sxbjetts of 
that Commonwealth (erve with open Putſes, 
and free Hearts. | 

Indeed, they are not ſo Remarkable for |. 
their Temperance,as ſome other Parts of ray. 
Libertiniſm and Voluptuouſneſs, reign un- 
controul'd in-Fenice. Women and Wine, are | 
taere almoſt as Common, as the Elements. | 
| Yet, 


—— 
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Yet,. 'tis obferv'd, that Strangers generally 
debauch more with Both, than the Natives 
God preſerve Zeidi from their Tempta- 
tions- 

If it be his Fortune, or Duty to vitit Pad», 
he ought not to make too long an Abode in 
that Neſt of Philoſophers and Pliſiciens, leſt 
they firſt Anatomize his Soul, and diſcover 
the Secrets of his Commiſſion; and then turn 
his Body to a Skeleton, as they once ſerv'd a 
Moor, whom they diflected Alive, to make 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a /Afahome- 
tan's Blood Circulated the ſame Way as a 
Chriſt ians. 

Thoſe lalian Phyſicians, are very Cruel; 
and think it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other 
Fatal Tricks on the Poor, that ſo they. may 
be the better able to keep the Rich on the 
Rack at their Pleaſure, and make their Mar- 
ket on 'emn- 

I know - not Zeiadi's appointed ation, or: 
what Cities he is to ſee: Bur, where-ever he 
goes, 'twill be Neceſſary tour him to uſe Abun- 
dance of Caution ; for the /alians are the 
cloſeſt, flyeſt and moſt Judicious People in. 
the World, | 

But, I forget that he is choſen by the D#- 
wan for this Employrest, to whom the Cha- 
raters of all Nati::: are known, and who 
penetrate into the 1110!t Interiour Receſles of 
Men'sSpirits« 

Therefore, I iay my Hand upon my Mouth 
in profound Submiſſion, and acquieſce to my 
Swuperiors Still praying, That the Grand 

Signor 


» 
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may Have Faithful and Wiſe A2ini- 
rat Home, and no Novices for his Agents 


s 4 8 


Paris, 26+ of the 2d: Moon, 


of the Tear 1659. 
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LETTER XVL 


To William Voſpel, « Recluſe of 
Aultria. 


Here is a Street in Paris, which they call 
the Street of Hell. The Reaſon of this 
Name is ſaid to be, becauſe at one End of it, 
there formerly ſtood an Old Houſe, poſleſs'd 
by Devils, who were fo troubleſome, that as 
the Records of Paris affirm, an Edith of Par- 
Hament was paſs'd, to remove all the Inhabi- 
tants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
ſhut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since 
which, theſe Demons were expeltd by the 
Carthuſians, who built a Monaſtery in the 
Place. If this Story bs true, it redoimds 
much to the Reputarion of that Order, and 
of all you Ionaſticks m General, who by 
your Exorci/ms are able to fubdue-the Infer- 
nal Spirit, But I have- heard fo many fills 
Tales of Honfes being haunted by Ghoſts and 
os, that I know not how ro give 
Credit to this. . | 
Behdges, 
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Beſides, when I conſider the Nature of Þ»- 
corporeal Beings, it ſeems Ridiculous to think, 
that they can takeDelight toplay the Antiques, 
to trighten poor Mortals: Or confine them- 
felves to an Old Ruin'd Ca/tle ( for ſuch was 
this Houſe) for the Sake of a Little Sport; 
When according to the Ancient Phzloſophers, 
every 1xcorporeal Being is far more Excellent 
than the moſt Perfef# Boay, and can be Every 
Where: Neither are they at any Time Locally 
Preſent in Boazes, but only by a Propenſion 
or Habit are inclin'd to them: And this they 
mean of Ziving Bodies, What Charm then 
can there be in an Old Rotten Fabrick of 
Stone and Wood, to allure and detain Immate- 
rial Subſtances ? © 

Certainly, the Nature of theſe Separate 
Effences, is very Remote from all Componnd- 
ed Beings, I have been often ata Loſs, in 
Contemplating the Sox! of Man- Sometimes 
it ſeetns no otherwife diſtinguiſh'd from the 
Souls of Brutes, than by being United to a 
Body of Different Organs; Which cauſes us 
to | fo more Evident Tokens of Reaſon than 
_ in the Facs/ty of Difcourſe, and in our 

10ns- . Yet when I confider more atten- 
tively the Operations of our And and Intet- 
letb, I cannot but conclude, There is a vaſt Di 
ftintion between oxr Soals, and ſe of the 
Beaſts. T have with Pleaſure obſerv'd the 
Excellency of Humane Intellet in Madmen 
and Dreamers; who being come to themſelves, 
(as we wſually fay) relate many Things of 
which they were- before Ignorant, and com- 
prehend. 


Sraabreis  . 
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prehend Things ſurpaſſing their Former Ima- | 
-e _—_— therefore more Rational to-me; | 


That the Soul is Every-Where and No-Where, 
as the Ancients ſay ; Than that it is ſhut up- 


and Impriſon'd in the Body, as a /d Beajt [ 


in his Den, or Liquor in a Glaſs. However, 
by an Ineffable ProduCtion of it ſelf, it is Pre- 
ſent in Every Part of the Bogy, as the Light 
of the Sy» is diffus'd through the Ar, and- 
an as ſoon withdraw it ſelf, as that Light 
when interrupted by a Cloud. Ina Word, I 
conceive the Soul to bea very Free Agent, and 
that it is here, and there, and every where, It 
United it ſelf to the Body by its own Choice, 
and can retire again from it at Pleaſure. 

+ One cloſely- purſu'd At of Contemplation, 
will at any. Time carry thee or me to the: 
invijibles, whenever we go -reſolutely about 
it. 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 4th. Ioin. 
of- the Near 1659. 
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LETTER XVIL 


To the Venerable Thrahimy, Cadi- 
leſquer of Romeli. 


"Fn has not a Year eſcap'd, fince my 


Arrival at Paris, wherein I did not ſend 
to the Miniſters of the Ever Happy and Ex- 
alted Port, :conſtant Intelligence of Battles, 


 Sieges, Storming of Towns, and ſuch other 


Occurrences of War, as happen'd between 
the. Kingdoms of France and Spain» But now 
I believe, my Future Diſpatches muſt con- 
tain other Matters For, in all  Appmannes, 
this Yar which has laſted Four Twenty 
Years, is in a fair Way-to be ended. The 
King of Spain grows weary of his Conti- 
nual Loſſes in /taly, Flanders, and Catalonia: 
And he of France, ſeems glutted with Per- 
petual Victories and Conqueſts. In a Word, 
theſe Two Potent Manarchs laying alide 
their Quarrels, are making diligent Prepara- 
tions this Year for a Campagne of Friendſhip 
and Love. | | 
They are both in Arms, yet commit no 
Atts of Hoſtility, Whilſt Cardinal Maza- 
#:ixi on the Part of this Crown, and Dom Lons 
@& Aro de Guſman, Firſk Minſter of Spain, 
are gone to meet each other on the Frontiers. 
of both Kingdoms, as Plenipetentiaries. for 
their ReſpeRive 4Zafters, to concert the o- 
ures 
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Laſting Peace, and treat of a Aſar- 
between, ie Km of Free, and the 


© AL; .is amazd. at this, ſurprizi 
each other, can hardly believe theic 
own Senſes, whilſt they find a Mutual Com- 
merce reſtor'd between their Frontier Towns 
and Fifages, which had been Interrupted, 
ever fince the Year 1635, about Sixteen 
Aoons before T came to this City. 

But, though they are thus diſpoſed to- 
Peace here in the ef; the Norrhers M- 
14rchs are puſhing the Par forward in 'Swe- 
den, Denmark , and Potand, with all Imagji- 
nable Vigour and Animofity- The coming 
over of the Eleftor of Brandenburgh to the 
Daniſh Intereſt; has made a great Alteration 
in their Affairs. For, whereas Fortane ſeed 
before in all Things' to favour the Seder; 
now they loſe Ground, and find their At- 
tempts UnſucceSful. Four Thouſand of theiv. 
Men fell before the Walls of Copenhagen, in 
Three Nights and Two Days: Which caus'd 
King Guſt avns to raiſe the Siege. Whilit the 
Duke of Brandenburgh retook Frederichs-Oade, 
and thereby reſtor'd to the King of Denmark,. 
the Provinces of Holſtein, Tutland and Dit- 
marſen. 

The Hollanders alſo have had a Combat 
with the Swedes at Sea, and funk Fourteen 
of their beſt Ships:. Beſides what they burnt 
and took. | 


Theſe 


\ $a 2 1G - 
e© yr ” TN k 
> ' 


@ Q-n' 3 t wo Seen uy 5 CEP 


F vol v. aSpyat PARIS. 355 


- Theſe Events have ftirr'd up ſeveral Princes 


" to mediate a Peace. And'tis not Improbable, 


but in a little Time, we may ſee all the Chrs- 
ſftians good Friends: And then 'twill be 
Time for the /4u{[n/maxs, to be upon their 
Guard. 

As for /Aahmat, he will not tail to pry 
into the Counſels of theſe [»fide/s; and ſend 
timely Notices to the Porte. Leaving the Rett 
to the Wifdom, of his Superionrs, and the 


. Pleaſure of Deſtiny. 


Paris, 29th. of the 6th. 44 
of the Tear 1659. mY 
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LETTER XVIL 


To Muſu  Abv'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, 
Profeſſor of Theology «t Fez. 


TH E CharaRer, which the Great and Il- 
luftrious Abde! Melec Iduli Omar, Pre- 
ſfraent of Preſidents, Grace and Ornament of 
Ancient Learning, Oracle of Africa, and Re- 
ſtorer of Obſolete Truth; has given me of 
thy Profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me 
with Reverence and Sacred Love. I am ra- 
viſhed with Wogder and Joy to hear, Thatin 
this Age, wherein the Mſuſſuimar Theology has 
luffered ſo many Innovations, there yet ſuc- 
Vives a Man who dares, and is able to aflert 
againſt, 
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bo: _ - t down from 


Original” Truttr, bro 
Heaven by the Hand of Gabriel; but-alſo the 
Real and Indubitable Songs 

fels, and Aftions of the Prophet , whilſt he 
. was on Earth converſing with Afortals, be- 

fore his Tra»/migr ation to the Gardens of E- 

ternal Repoſe and Solitude, Thou art the 

Emch, the Hermes Triſmegiſtas of the Age. 

I have ſeen many Copies of the Zun?, or the 
Book of Dottrine; each pretending to com- 
prize the whole  Syſfem. of that Divine Phi- 
loſophy and Wiſdom, which dropt from the 
Lips of our Incomparable and moſt Holy Law- 
giver, and were Atteſted by his fe, rhe 
Holy Ageſha, Mother of the Faithful, and by 
his Ten Diſciples. Yet all theſe various Tran- 
ſcripts differ, both in their Sence and Manner 

of Expreſſions. 

I have peruſed the Books Entituled Dabif, 
or Iwperfett; which contain the Iſemoirs 
of his other Fives; and the Manuſcripts 
called Maxcof,- or Fragments: Being only 
a Colletion of ſome Selef® Sentences, Apho- 
riſms and Parables of the Sent of God" 
But theſe have no other Authority to back 
'em, ſave the Credit of ſome Learned Scriben 
who were not familiar with the Divine Ft- 
vourite, only living in his Time, and taking 
Things on Report. I 

In fine, I have met with ſeveral” Parci 
ments of the Zaquini, or Pretended Trad 
tions of Abu Becre, Omar, and Othman : But 
thefe I eſteem: as Spurious, Corrupted, 
falk of Errors, What 
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What- ſhall I ſay? The 'Zeal of Omar 
Ebn Abdi l- Aziz, the Ninth - Caliph of the 
Tribe of Merwan, 1s not unknown to me- 
I am no —_ to his fingular Piety, not 


to be matched among Crowned Heads : 'For, 
of him it is Recorded, That as he deſcen--.. 
ded from the Throne at the Time of his 1:- 
auguration, he gave the Robe from his Back, 
as an Alms to a Poor Man ; And, That during 
his whole Rezgn, he ſpent but Two Pi«- 
fters a-Day on himſelf. And fo great was 
his Reſignation to Deſtiny, (an Admirable 
Vertue in a Sovereign Emperenr) that when 
he was on his Bed in his laft Sickneſs, and 
was-counſelled to take Phyfick, he anſwered, - 
No; if 1 were ſure to heal my ſelf, only by 
reaching my Finger to my Ear, 1 <dary, yore 
For, the Place to which I am going.,, is full 
of Health and Bliſs. 

This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, 
and his Charity always kept him Poor. 24- 
ſlema Ebn Abdi! Mates relates, That gol 
to viſit Omar on his Death-Bed, he. _ 
him lying on a Couch of Palm-Leaves, with 
Three or Four Skins inſtead of a Pillow, his 
Garments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. 
Seeing this, Ifoſlema was | 25h. and turn- 
ing to'his Siſter Phateme the Empreſs, he (aid 
How comes it to paſs, that the Great Lord; 
Commander of the Faithful, appears in ſo 
ſqualid a Condition ? She replyed, As thou 
lrveſt, he has given away all that he had, even 
to the very Bed that was under him, to the 
Poor, and only reſerved what thow ſeeſt, to 
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» his Nakedveſs, Then Afoflema could 
| ry 7 hag burſt forth into Tears, ſay- 
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- C, ”> was numbred among the Sa:»ts. 


e it was, ho protens the Contradidti- | 
r 


at Damaſcus, from all Parts of the Empire: 
Commanding that all the an/ſcripts of the 
Zo, which were extant, ſhould be brought 
in to'this "Aſſembly, on Pain of Death ro hm 
that ſhould detain one- This being dons, 
he Commanded- Sx of them, to be choſen 
out of the Whole Number, by Vote ; Men E- 
minent for Learning and rows And that 
theſe Six ſhould ſeverally coltect, out of all 
the Multirude of Copies, each Man a Book, 
containing what he thought ro be the” moſ 
Gennine Difconrſes of the Prophet, concerning 


this was exectited according to his Will, te 
commanded all the 'Old Books to be burn'd 
in a Field near Damaſcas. | 

Yet, after all the Re/igiorzs Care of this © 
Caliph, to reſtore theſe Writings to their ? 
mitive Integrity, the Fſuſlmans ſoon fell: 
to New. Contentions, about the Sence and 1 
teypretatzon of 'theſe Corret? Copies of ti 
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leſſer and later Diviſions among True Be- 
lievers,are founded. ; 

I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoyce, 
and from my Heart highly applaud the Me- 
thod taken by thoſe of your Renowned Co/- 
lege, to diſcern the True Doftrines and Sayings 
of the Holy Prophet, from thoſe whiah are 
Suppoſititions, by comparing all the Books thar 
are extant tog d reducing Matters of 
Divine Revelation tÞ& the —__— the Alco- 
ran; Thoſeof Philip's and Moral Regards, 
to the Standard ence and Reaſon : 
For, it is Impious to believe, that the Dzpine 
poſit would impoſe any Thing on our 

ath, t to the Sence of Men, or 
the Expreſs Will of Heaven. By the Soul of 
Pythagoras, Mahomet (aid Nothing but what 
was Rational, and Evident to any Unpreju- 
diced Mind. But, the Greateſt Part of theſe 
Seftaries, are beſotted- They form tothem- 
ſelves Falſe Notions of God and his Propher, 
a9 think to merit Parad/e by their Stupt- 

ity. --: 

Reverend A!faqni, I have much more to 
ſayto thee, and many Queſtions to ask; Bur, 
Time and the Grand Signior's Service, force 
me to conclude abruptly, wiſhing thee Per- 
fettion of Bliſs. 


Paris, 29th. of the 6th. ſoon, of the Tear 1659. 
aceording to the Chriſtian Style. 


The Exd of the Fifth Volume. 


